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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The present volume commences a Biographical 
aerie* which will include the lives of the mo# 
considerable peraoofl who have appeared in the 
political history nf these countries, from the reign 
of Henry the Eighth induce to the present time. 
The chronological order will be generally observed* 
find the Memoirs will vary in length* according 
to the varying interest and impormnee of the sub¬ 
jects* and die extent of the material * which may 
be found accessible* 

The literary contributor* being persons who 
cannot be dictated tOi nor required to modify the 
expression of their opinions* so as to adapt them 
to the views of others, the Editor will not hold him- 
self responsible for the various political and literary 
opinions which maybe found in this series Still 
less will the pu'hor of any one life be answerable for 
the doctrines or opinions advanced by the author of 
another. 

Under such circumstances, the reader will not be 
surprised if contemporary lives occasionally present 
conflicting opinions* The Edilor r however, fed# 




Anve&rngif&CT' 


confident that the*e different views will be such 
only as men of equctlly liberal principles may 
honeedy and eotLHhteiUiv emtertam. 

As ihe Life of air Thomas .More contains observ- 
at inn? which have personal reference lo it* author, 
it may he right to fetate here that it 13 die pro¬ 
duction of sir Janies Mackintosh- 
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EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN. 


Sin THOMAS MORE. 

1480—1535. 

Aimron,n and Bun, the gmteflt philosophers of the 
ancient mil modern world, agree in rtprneiuing |ioetry 
its being of i more excellent mture liitn li istory, Agree¬ 
ably to the predominance of inert; understanding in 
ArimoLlc'i mind, lie Allege* as his cause ofprefertoce 
diet poetry regards general truth, or conformity to un. 
wrpil nature ; wltile history is conversant only with a 
confined jtutt accidental truth, tk-pcwlrn! on time, place, 
acul circumstance. The ground assigned by B»«m fa 
*uc]i OS naturally issued f™m (hot fusion of ini agination 
with reason, which eoiMstitutw his philosophical genius. 
Poetry is ranked more highly by him, because the poet 
pre-ents US with » put* excellence and an unmingled 
nremleur, not m be found in the come rcaliiic* of Oft 
or of historvhut which the mind of min, although not 
destined id reach, i* faulted ctmte-mpklc with .Might. 

The general difflHHW* between biography and history 
is obvious. There have been many men in every Sgc 
wbns.. live* are full of interest Hid in.‘.inaction, hut who, 
having never f ken . part in public a flair*, are altogether 
excluded from the province uf the hulonan. Then; 
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have been dsn. probably, equal numbers who haw in. 
0uen c^l the fortune of nations in pn.ee or in fir, of i he 
peetiLaritj^fl of whose character wr have no mfonuidoo; 
anti «Iih;i k fur tho purposes of liiu may l» 

Bald io haw no private life. 

These art extreme But thrre art Other men, 

whr^ manners and acts ire equally well known, whose 
individual live* are deeply interesting; whose charae-ter- 
istic qualities are peculiarly striking, wbo have taken an 
important ahare in yvmte connected with tilt mutt ex¬ 
traordinary revolution* of human iilhEr^ and whoso 
biography becomes more difficult from tint combination 
and in lermixlure of private with public occurrence*, 
whirh render it instructive and interesting. The va¬ 
riety ami splendour of the li ves of nurli men render it 
often difficult to distinguish the portion of them which 
ought to be admitted into history, from that which 
should be roKTved for biography, Generally speaking; 
||]|^ two pan* an- no distinct and unlike, tluii tiny can¬ 
not he confounded without much injury to bolh 
either when the biographer hides die portrait of ihc'in¬ 
dividual by a crowded and confined picture of iwntt, 
or when the historian allows nncurmcttL-il narrative of 
tin: live* of men to break the thread of history. The 
htuoria n contemplate* only the surface of hum mi na- 
iun-, adorned and disguised whi n the actors |*rferm 
brilliant parts before a great audience, in die midst 
of so many dating dfen matinee*, that it ia hard to 
estimate their intrinsic Wurth; and impo^ihle, in » hi^ 
torical relation. to exhibit [he secret springs of there 
conduct. The biographer enthavoum to Mow the hero 
and Use siaLramsn, from the field, ibe roundly or [}k- 
Senate, to hU pri vaie dwelling, where, in the mi 1 1 si of do, 
tiiejfctic ease,, or of soda] pkaam^ he throw* aahk the robe 
and the tnasi-, become* again * min instead of an actor, 
and, in spite of himself, often betray* those frailties and 
ringuiaritie* which are visible in llw countenance and 
roiee, the posture and manner, of <? my min when he is 
net acting a part. It h particularly difficult to observe 
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ike iiirtmctlon in the ease of iii Throw More, beam 
he win so perfectly natural a mm ciiai ht; carried hU 
amiable peculiarities into the gr»™t dcIihemLons of 
siato nnil the most solemn acts of law. I'crimp* nothing 
more mu bo universally kid down, ilia n that iht IiLll 
^ijiher never au^U to introduce public ifi'tiits, nopt 
m far as they an? ibGolufcLy iitcctijn' io thi? illustration 
of character, and ilmt die historian should rarely digram 
into btogrnpliiml puiticukra, except as far ok they con¬ 
tribute to the clearness of Ida nunUm of political odcqt- 
rences. 


Sin TnoiMJk Muitis wtwi horn in Mill* Sw t in the 
city of London, in the |W 14HO, three jan before 
die death of Edward I V. Hi* family ™ respectable. 
— rm moan advantage at that time. Ilia father* sir 
John Mure, who wu bom about I140, was entitled by 
tut dtrcmi tn use ah armorial bearing, ~ i priritgc 
Quarried strictly a Lid jealously as the badge nf those who 
then begin to bo calk'd pefdry, who, though separated 
fro in the lords of parliament by political right*, yet 
formed with them in the order of society one body. cor- 
respotiditig to thou called noble in tbr other countries 
nf Kttro]H', Though the poll deal power of ike barons 
was on ibe ruu, the socid position of the united body 
of nobility and gentry retained its dignity** Fir John 
More was one of the justice* of the court of King's 
Bench to the end of hi* long lift ; and, according to bis 
sou's account, well performed the peaceable duties of 
ciril lift, being gentle in his deportment, Uaimrlrts* 
meet and mercifuL an equitable judge, and an upright 
mmj\ 


* 11 En lift. Hm> qukifiK hr dacritel Mffuftf “ , l tern rf milcMe 
fm huLjh fall of an hfflitit Hoi*,* .or In th# |h#ari™I, iraisi* xraU 

lM, hU lumoLA QHHKi * Wu* tnJiilalMifi, w*J 

flufirr; fw rumr wmlrr * f r«pl hr bp Irf tbt prjrj ramnUkrtS fftiL 

Irnsc IE r JJI.I In EhH wfiw h* humbE Jl E tai M I** U t mwad*iWl u 
Ulrn in uCSrt rauHtrin for ii wit r^hrrwuw. Sr MU H‘*r bur 

1TTBI hum hli birth ■ hihI llmifh « cim»ul ti ll vba**nW* u- 

cat in, Uw-j muil nml« l» evli-Orara.* — j Uf4 T. M<rt„ Ff 

nnU*. MfflTTJ J£pL 
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BRITISlt STATUS 


Sir Thomas More retch ed die first rudiments of hi a 
education Anthony's s-dicM.il r iu TfirefldumHc Street, 

under Nicholas !tar[ ; for the daybreak of letter* was 
now fo bright, thiLL the reputation of schools wa-i tanv 
fully noted, and scboolnittteff began In be held in MniO 
port of the ertiffiMlwn which they merit. Jlcf^hev- 
t'Vi.Tj hla studies Were confined to Latin ; (he cultivation 
of Greek, which contains (he sources and models of 
Roniftls literature, bteiri^ vet far from having nuilk 
10 the level of the best among the schools. I t was 
the custom of that age tJuLt young gentlemen stiGuld 
pass pari of their boyhood in the liou^ and sendee of 
these superiors, where they might prafil by listening to 
the conversation of men of experience, and gradually 
ill’i[!■ JFt- the manners of the world. It wai not deemed 
derogatory from youths of rank ■ it wjlf rather thought 
a beneficial expedient for inuring them to stem disci¬ 
pline and implicit obedience, that iky shank] be trained* 
during this ikovlcintc* in humble and even menialoHice^ 
A young gentleman thought himself no mono lowered by 
serving a* a page in the family of a great peer or pro¬ 
late, than a Courtenay or a Howard considered it as A 
degradation to be the huntatnon or ihe cupbearer of ■ 
Tudor. 

More was fortunate in the character of Is in master. 
When his school siudu-n were thought to be finished, 
about his fifteenth pv, he was placed in the house of 
runlinal Morton, archbishop of Canterbury. Thi* pre¬ 
late* who waa bora in 1410, was originally an eminent 
civilian, canonist, and a praetker of note in the ccelwu 
isiicd courte. He wfc a Lancastrian* and the fidelity 
with which he adhered to Henry VL, till that unfortu¬ 
nate prince's death* recommended him to the confi¬ 
dence and patronage of Edward IV. He negotiated die 
marriage with the princess Elizabeth, which reconcile! 
(widi whatever rcnJWitm of titles) the pretensions of 
York and Lancaster, and raised lletiry Tudor to die 
throne. By there renin?** and hy his long experience 
in affair*, he continued to be prime minister lill Ida 


gin TiIfUi.Lt HOME* 


5 


death, which happened in 1500, at the> advanced -nge of 
ninety * Etch Jt die dine of More's entry into kh 
household* die old cardinal, diough then founjeore and 
flic vear*, was pleased with the extraordinary promise of 
the sharp and lively boy; as aged persons sometime*, 
as 3t were, catch a glimpse of the pleasure of youth, by 
entering for a moment into it* feelings. More broke 
into the rude drama* performed at the cardinals t lirifit- 
imis festivities, to which he win too young m be in* 
rSted „ and often invented at the mumi-nt speeches for 
himself, il which mode she Ismkt-n^on more sport than 
ail the pUyon, beside/ The cardinal, much delight¬ 
ing III fail wit and towurdness, would often cay of him 
uiitu the nobles that diver* limes dined with him,— 
** Thii child here waiting at the table, whoMrtr shall 
Live to see ll f will prove a marvellous man/' + More, 
in hi* historical work, commemorates this early friend, 
nol without a sidelong glance iU the act* of a oouitkr. 
“ llo wm a num of great natural wit, very wei learned, 
honourable In tocbaTioar., lacking In no wise to win 
favour/' i In 11 UtopuT be praises die cardinal more 
lavishly, and with no restraint from the seven? justice of 
history. In Merton's house he was probably first known 
to Cokt, dean of Paul s, the founder of St- Paul a 
school, and one of die moat eminent restorer* of ancient 
literature in England; who mu went lo say, that « there 
wm but one wit in EugUnd, and ihni was young Thomas 


More-* $ 

More went to Oxford in l-lfL7, where he appears to 
have bad apartiuems in St- Mary's hid], but to hm 
carried on hi* itadka ai Gantertawy allege 1|, where 
Wokey afterward* reared die m ognifleem edifice of 
Chriatebiirch, At that uni verity be founded a sort of 
civil war, waged between the pirtistffit of Oreel Eiiera- 
mm-, who were dim innovators in education, nuperfed 
- JfcJ-. nmrfi nmm i HI Thr Romoi 
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BRITISH RTiTmEX. 


of heresy, if na; of infidelity, an the on? hand; and on 
the other side the larger body* comprehending the aged, 
die powerful, an d the pchdirated, who were content to he 
no wiser than their forefathers, The ynunper followers 
□F the 1 alter fiction affected the ridieidnus denomination 
of Trajan*, and assumed the naioes of Priam, Hector, 
Paris, and iEn™, to denote their hostility to die Greeks. 
The puerile pedantry of Uw*e coxcombs had die good 
effect of aw*aiming the zeal of Mon? for his Grecian 
maKt.TH, and of inducing him to withstand die Whari&m 
which would exclude the noblest productions of die 
human mind from die education of English youth, He 
expostulated with die university in a letter addressed to 
die whole body, reproaching them wiih the better ex¬ 
ample of Cambridge; where the gate:* were thrown open 
lo die higher dunn of Greece, §* freely as to their 
Homan imitators,* The established clergy oven them, 
thuugii Luther hail not yet alarmed them, strangers 
ns they were to the new learning, aHkted to contemn 
that tlf which they Were ignorant, and could not endure 
the prospect of 4 rifting generation mom learned than 
tbcm&eh'ei, Their whole education w;lk l^tilt, and their 
instruction was limitod to Roman and canon law, to dm, 
ulogY, and school philosophy. They lireidcd thu dow n- 
fall of the authority of the vulgatc from die study of 
Greek and Hebrew- Rut the course of tilings was irre- 
su-dtlble. The scholastic system was now on the verge 
of general disregard., and the permit! of die greatest 
Roman writer* turned all eyes towards the Givdu 
muter*. What man of high rapacity, and of ambition 
becoming bis faculties, could mul Ciaeni without a desire 
to comprehend IkmOffthenet and Plata P W hat youth 
desirous of excellence but would rise from the study 
of the Georgia and the lEneid, with a wish to Ire ie- 
quai tiled with I lesiod and Apollonius, with Pindar, and 
alxivt- all with Homer? These studied weft theft jUlr* 
sueii, hot with the dull languor and cold formality with 

■ |Ji4* ilfH Lrtjer m Uie Afte-iidi s cu ft* TOhiHr irf 

IrUt trf Liu&iui. 
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which the iiiikdcflh Ln capable, inciuiaus majority of 
boy& obey die pFesmbed nik£ of an uld ertibliihmfnt, 

hi H Willi ihi k enlhuaiartk mlmirttion with which die 
superior few ft'tfl an earnest &f llieir own highur powers, 
in ilic delight wfiich arisOS III dnaf lilimtfi at the cottlein- 
phdon flf new Uauty, and of o w&kmm mrimapnwl 
before. 

More foQiu! of die restflrcn of Gred*n hujrp- 

tiin. 1 at Oifortl, whe* bad hrfn die scholars of the tailed 
Greeki in Italy: Gnxyn r the flat |»rof«§or of Greek in 
tike university; Ltaatrcj the acoompliahed founder of the 
college of physicians; and William Larimer, of whom 
we know - h trie more thin what we collect from the geiRTol 
testimony borne by hi$ rnewt eminent contempomai' to 
hhc learning and virtue- Grocyn. lb* fifit of rile English 
reaHirerH, was a late learner, bdnp in die forty -eighth 
year of hfa age when he went, in 14^$* to Italy, wliiTe 
the fountains of ancient turning wen-once mm Opened. 
After having studied under Politmi, and U-urnt Greek 
from Chilcondylw, me of the lettered emigrants who 
educated the teachers of the weatem nation,, he n'turard 
to Oxford, where he taught dial language to More, to 
Li nacre, and to Erasmus. Linxcre followed the example 
of Groevn in visiting Italy, ami profiling by the instruc- 
luriu of Chdeondylaa, Cokt spent four years in the 
tame country, and in the like studit*, William Lai ini tT 
repaired at a mature U£C to Padua, in tjUeTt ot that 
knowledge which was not fo be acquired at home, lie 
was afterward* chosen to be tutor to Reginald Pole, the 
kings cousin; ami Erasmus, by attributing to him 
*■ maidenly modesty," leaves in one word an agreeable 
impression of ihc - Character of a man chosen for hn 
scholarship to be Linacrt’s colleague its a projected trans¬ 
lation of Aristotle, anti solicited by the latter for aid in 
Ids edition of the New Testament.' 

More, at that university, became known to * man for 
more extraordinary than any of these scholar*. Erasmus 

srwijin.rt.rtad.Liia r«c I ™r*,insn. Goi*™j 
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wan invited to Eie^jinii hylortl Moun^joj, who had been 
hh pupil at Varhj and continued lobehis friend during 
Mfe* He resided at I )xfun] during; a great part of I40J * 
and baling returned to Pamih 1 4(?8, &pent the former por- 
tion of the fame year at the umremey of Oxford, where 
he Again had an opportunity of pouring hla te aj for Greek 
study into she mind of Mon-, Their fnendiMp* though 
formed nt ,ni age of ronsidiTnldc disparity, — B nagma 
being then thirty and More only seventeen, — lasted 
throughout the whole of their liven, Erasmus has! ac¬ 
quired only the rudiments of Greek at the age most united 
to the acquisition of languages, and waa now completing 
hk knowledge on chat sulyett at a period of mature* muh. 
hood, which he jestingly compare* with the age at which 
(hr elder Cato commetirexJ hi* Grecian studies." Though 
Erasmus himaelf strmi to have been much excited to- 
wank Greek learning by the example of the English 
scholar*, yet (he cultivation of classical literature was 
ihvEfc so small a pari of ihe employment or amusement 
of life^ that William Latimer, one of the most eminent 
of tliL-se scholars, to whom Erasmus applied for aid in 
hi* Hisbn of ihe Greek Tcstomeut, declared that lie had 
not read a page of Greek or Latin for nine vwh^, tint 
he had almost forgotten hia ancienl literature, and that 
Oaxslt boot* were ucareely procurable in England* Sir 
■John More, inflexibly adhering tu the old education, and 
dreading that the allurvirictits of literature might seduce 
hi* &on ft™ latVp discouraged the pursuit of Greek 
and at (he tmt time reduced the allowance of Thomas 
Eo the level of the moat frugal life; a parsimony for 
Hfhicli the fion w a » aft* rward*, though tint then, thank¬ 
ful, as having taught him good hoibandry. ami preserved 
him from dissipation., 


* “ Df-lJutLiiiiit ri rfnq hii Dlfni k*il K^mmili Junta 1*4- i a s fM ti 
HINT[auLi nfclln* Irunffehl, «* 4 ttW Jd qu ok m-pt irjirirtn npurl T^nmiDDi 

A Am tetolfm. Ajiud am rfitei n*uh ¥.il ejnklam hunc r k luitnii.Lv Imu. 

M (JJL 111 p CL 1 - La |.; Ifa t ITUl ' 

t fliilLtf U*ilmcr UptfL KfAsnioL £ivri. Op, (U, ^ 
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At the university, or soon after leaving it, piing 
More composed ihp greater pari of bin English verse*! 
t-hidi are not such is, from [heir intrinsic meris, in a more 
ru! vinecd Slate of uirr linfruajte alii! literature, would I*- 1 
docrrilifl of particular attesitkn, But as tb* poem* ot a 
contemporary of Stehon, they may merit more wmAci- 
Ation- Our luuguige wilh i-till neglected, or eoufln 4 *d 
chiefly to the vulIpar UK* of life. Its fMH, its mm?***, 
and itn capacity of harmony, were on tried s for though 
f h iLELCL f had ahnne brightly for a mutou. du- century 
Which folk wed was Elark smd wintry. No ntMtur genius 
had impregMUrd dm nation with poeticaJ vniibilitT* 
In those inmispkious drmiiistenera, the compeanitm of 
poanaj especially if they manifest a sense of harmony, 
anil some adaptation of the sound to the subjwE, indi¬ 
cates a ddfeht in poetry, and a pn>wh«t to that beau- 
til’ll 1 an, which in such m age U a more dun ordi¬ 
nary token of a capacity for it- The experiwu* of all 
a^es however it vnay he accounted for, ihow« dial the 
mind, when melted into tenderera, «r csalied by the 
enntemptation of gramhmr d wuUittfediHgl in JaiSf^uage 
suited to a Mate of erritemrut, and flights in l!lftiu - 
guishing its diction from common speed) hy some apeoe* 
of mnnurc Biui modulation, which combines die Mr»U. 
ficaiiou of tile car with that of the fancy ami the heart. 
The secret «mn«tion between a poetical car and a i«ot- 
ica] soul is touched by tin- most sublime of porta, *>'“ 
consoled himwlf in his Wmdwjaabj the wwembtani* 
of those who, under the lite calamity, 

_ Fml m (Srcigtit. (hit TullinMm BO*c 

iliiramkjtl* piaCDlJCTX 


Wc may bo excused for throwing a gUnee o'er the 
corn positions of a writer, w ho b represented a ciniury 
after his death, by Hen Jonson, as one of the fltoods ™ 
English literature. Mote s poem on the deadi of *■"“* 
bcih, the wife of Henry V11, and hb merry how a 
BHjeaM would play ll.c friar, may be Wtendrted as bur 
sample*ofhispensire sod sportive rein, 
of the latter shows lui tistund disposition to pt«antry, 
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Tbm h a mn of dancing mirth in the metre, which 
Sttllli to wimint tk nWrvattDn flbove Imzimkl, that 
Lq a rude jj^runl the itmctuiv of ser*^ may be regarded 
t3 same presumption of a genius for poetry. In a re- 
fined indeed, all ik* are dificrrUL. 

The Frame of- metrical cnmpoiiitLCMi ia known to all die 
world. It may le taught by rule, and acquired iulv 
chanically. The grateit facility of vendfi cation may 
cKui without a epark of genius Kv\-n shcii, however, 
die irtnta of the art of versification are chiefly revealed 
to a chosen tew by their poetical sensibility ; so that suffi, 
dent remains of the original tic siitl continue to attest 
the primitive union. It is remarkable, that the most 
poetical of his poem* is written in Latin. It is a 
pcem ulilnocd to a lady, with whom he had been in 
love when lie WAS sixteen years old, atid she fourteen ; 
it turns chiefly on the plying reflexion that his aflhe- 
tiouate remembrance restored to her the beauty, of which 
twenty-five years Beamed to others to hue robbed 
her.* 

When Mote had completed Mb time at Oxford, he 
applied himself to the taw h which to bo die uccu- 
pution of hii life. He fim studied at New ]nn T and 
afterwards at Lincoln® Inn.t The societies of lawyer* 
having purchased some inwa, nr noblemen 'h residences, in 
London, were hence called inns of court It was not then 
a metaphor to call Uicm an university ; they had prufewift 
of law , they conferred the clikmcu-rs of barrister an d scr_ 
jeiiit, imaJcgnuH to the degrees of batchelor, master, and 
doctor, hes [owed by imirertitie*; and every man, before 
he became a hvrister, was subjected to examination, and 
obliged to defend a diesis. Moth Was ap|ndnted reader 
at h'umivid's Inn, where he delivered lectures fur three 


* rrtait *“■ f -5» *«« 

■*“ touij -<* 

thmva* fc!Kc«4if,-lj afi^lird hi t th* Fn™± Jw, Ant to tft* 
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ycftft The English law hsd tlwn grown into * swncc, 
fornnil by a process of generalisation from usage* awl 
dreiidon*,' wish less http from the Roman low than the 
jurisprudent* of my other country, though act with that 
total in dope miens* of it whirls English l«wyers sis fonii.r 
times considered a, a Rulqeet of boast: it w W rather 
formed as ttw law of Rosnu itself had been formed, than 
adopted from that noble system. When More begani to 
lecture on Bn*»«b law. it was by no » l,ls - 

crderly anil neglected state. The ecclesiastical lawyers, 
whose arguments and determinaHons w,™ its earliest 
material*, went well prepared, by die logic 
of their masters rim schoolmen, for those esaet anil even 
subtle distinctions which the precision of the rule* M 
jirriapntiience eminently required. In the tegns of the 
Lanoctrian princes, Littleton had reduced the law in 
an elementary treatise, d atin g ni ah od by a clear nwthoct 
and an elegant conciseness. Forte*™ had at that time 
corn pared the governments of England and bran« With 
the rye of a philosophic! observer. Bmote and hiu- 
berberthad Compiled digest, of the law. winch tbeyfldW 
fit might be thought, from their sire,ironically) Abndg- 
memu. The latter cornel a treatise *t.U von' 

<m writs t that K on ih»c commands (fermiHj from 

the hiti,5) width cQnititnu: atendil parts uf wtry u#u 
piling. Other writings on jurisprudence occupied 
Sw printing press* of London in the carlJeUsUgc of 
tln if existence. Mote- deli vend lectures at Si- LawnmCe S 
church in the Old dowry, on the work of St. AugunUne 
« IV L iriute- Dei," that is, on the divine government 
of the moral world * -M* must Mcm in rtmlcrs who 

loot ancient rimes through modern habits, a scry a 
pdar occupation for * young lawyer Bin die vlergy 
vrere the chief riepowfariti of knowledge, and were 1- 
adecahtmtt* and civihans, as they had 
only biwycrt-t Religion, morals, and law, am d*n 

vMam .»****««—> !»«-« *»&**.. *■“"* 

fU*!*! rn ke a_^. 
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taupiit toother wjthoui due distinction between them, 
lo the injury and confusion of them iH To thc&c Iec_ 
CLir,h *j W# an? mil] by the -i diciiimate biographer, “ there 
resorted ilpttor (jiacyn t an excellent cunning man, and 
al] the chief bm^l of the dty of London/' * Morry 
in hij Lth™, howcvpr, did nut so much tU scuss « the 
points of divinity ^ tht precepts of mond philosophy 
and history, ^herewith these book* are repknM«d,' , + 
J j per'lmp*, however, embittered his polemical wriu 
in^» r and ^ormwh** soured that natural])- sweet temper, 
tvEdeh was wa deeply felt by his companions, that Eras* 
mm nrarccly ever concludes a kiter to him without 
epithets more indicative of the most tender affection 
than of the calm feeling of friendship. J 

The tenderness of hh nature combined with the in- 
fitrucLbius and habits of hk education to predispose him 
tcp piety > Ai he Mved in the neighbourhood of ihL- great 
Carthiutiui monastery, odM the Ch&rterhQiire, for mmt 
years, he manifested a preelection for monastic; life, and 
ia said to lisve practiced some of those austerities and 
^self-inflietions wliieJi prevail among the gloomier and 
mate stern orders. A pure mind in that age ofn-n 
sought to extinguish some of the inferior impnlm^i of 
human n a turn, instead of employing them for their a]%. 
pointed purpose,— that of animating the demotic af¬ 
fection*, and sweetening the most Important duties gf 
Hfe, j He won learnt, by self examination, hie untilness 
for the priesthood, and relinquished Itb project of taking 
orders, ill Words which idioukl have warned Ills chqrtb 
against the imposition of unnatural self denial on vast 
multitude* and iucr?&£ire generations of men,[| 

Tile same affectionate diapo4tha which Inn] driven 
hLIU toward* the visions, *&d, strange an ft may seem, 
to Ihf austerities of the monks, now ^ U g| u a more ni _ 
iuraJ channel- “ He resorted to the houre of one master 
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Cciltp a e^Ltcmiti of £s^x k who had often invited him 
tldthcr ; haiing three daughters, whose honest convert 
afiinii and virtuous education JHWPlwd him there espe- 
diU| to nos hia afFection* And allMrit His mini! most 
served Mm to tlie second ilaughter, fat that he thought 
her the fairest and best fa^Hretl, jtt when hi- considered 
that it would be both greai grief, and some shamo aiso* 
to the eldest, ia &x her younger aster preferred before 
her in iiiarfi^, he then of a ferta-in pity framed his 
fancy toward her, aEid noon after nunfcd her, neverthe- 
mare dkcoEiljaiuing Ms study of the low at Lincoln s 
Iain/ * Ills more remoteilescendant ml[h + that oil 
" proffered unto him the choice of any of Ida daughters; 
anil that More, out of i kind of cmpnmm, aettkil his 
Fancy on die olden. 1 " t Erasmus * 111111 w Mores 
marriage with Jam Culi t winch h too ingenious to be 
probable:-™ “ He wedded a very young girl of respect¬ 
able family, but who had hitherto lived in ihe cmiEitry 
with her parents and sinters , r and was so uneducated, 
that he could mould her to Ms own lasics and manners. 
He caused her to Ijc instructed in letters; and die became 
a very skilful musician, which peculiarly pleased him, J 
The plain matuw of faci ^mB to have been, that in 
an age when marriage chiefly depended u^wn a bargain 
between parents, on which sons were little consulted. and 
daughte r, nut at aD, Maie p emeqdng ** twentj*one from 
the toil of acquiring Greek, ami the voluntary self torture 
of ('ntliyin mystics, was delighted at his firet entry 
aiEiotig pleasing young women . of whom the least. attract¬ 
ive plight, in these eircumsianees^ have touched him ; 
muI that bis slight preference for the second easily yielded 
to a gooil-naturtkl nJuctam^ to mortify the elder. Mont 
young Mies in Essex, in the beginning of like »jc|«nib 
rentury, pcobcbly required some tuition to apiiear in 
London among tchoLars and courlirm, who were ni that 
moment more mingled than it is now usual for them lo 
b e, It is impossible to HWtain the precise shade of 

* Bijpcir. a ft StHTf'i HlltitflT. f P- 
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futling which die biographers intended id cl^nou? by tfn? 
word* “ pity** and " compassir3Ti p ” for Ihe uw of which 
they juv charg^l wjfh Jt waul uf" gallantry or delicacy by 
modem writers; although neither of thenc temis T when 
the contest w nt the h£ime time Mil, seems unhappily 
employed Id signify the natural refinement, wliicli difinks 
from Inmihfing the harmless telf-ciitnpkLvney of on in¬ 
nocent girl 

Tin- marriage proved to happy tlmi tiothi ng wub to be 
regret teil in it hut the afrorttitisg of the unttnij in cd-nsv 
queuci* of the early death of Jane i'ok r wild left a son 
and three daughters; of whom Margaret , the tWcet, inhe- 
riled the feature*, the form„ und die genius of her father, 
and requited Ilks fond partiality by a daughterly love, 
which enikuTtl lo the end. 

In no long time * after die death of Jane Colt, he 
married Alice Mtddfi'trm, a widow, seven years older 
tliflEi himself, and neither handsome nor young; rather for 
the to Tii uflii* family, ami die inanafTemen t of his hoi me, 
titan as a companion and jt friend. Jle treated hur, anti 
indeed mtksi females except his iLaughter Marj^irtt^ m 
better qualified to reliata a jesi, tllall Ed take a jiart in 
more wrioos conversation ; and in their presence gave 
an unbounded fenpo to hi* natoral inclination towards 
pleasantry, He even indulged hinm-Ef In a Latin jingle 
oti her want of youth al|d Ix-auty, rt DCt L tn-lla net |iUeihi_" + 
b * She was of good yean, of no good favour or complexion, 
nor very rich, and by disposition near and worldly. It 
was reported that he wooed her for a friend nf hi* ; hut 
she answering that he might speed if he ipolta for hmiMdf, 
he marriiid her with die eDmnt of his friend, yielding 
to her tlut which perhaps he never would have done of 
his own accord Individ. her favour muhE tvde have 
bewitched, or acwrce moved, any man to love her; but 
yet she proved a kind and careful mothi-r-in-law to hi* 
children >“ Erasmus, who was ofien an inmate in the 

* ai In m hi taWlii," on l>,itin.ii fc T r t hli letter [4 ItiiiLEiMi ■ wiili^n 
1»B« HlT« ftlTt. UfCirilldil |Q till illT-iE framl#«L — Jfw-r'i Ufa ttf 
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family speak! of Iict jue " * kwri und wmcliful manager, 
with whom More lived on terms of a* much respect *mi 
kilning m if dm had be vn fair iihI young/" &uch 
is tliif happy power of & Jov Lug bhpoMiinn, which 
OKtrtiows on compajiien^, though their iiLriciiom or 
itasiirtH should htf- h lender- JL No husband/' continues 
Snmnu ; tvci gaiiu^l so much obedience from a wife 
hy authority ami w verity, ** More won by pfttUi?IH!to 
an if pleasantry* Though verging on old age, and not of 
a yielding Temper, lie prevailed OEi her 10 take lessons on 
till 1 lute, lire cithajj, I hi: lid, tile tfionochord. arui the 
flute, which idle daily practised to him. With the 
same gttitlcnew lie ruled Ms whole family, so iliac it 
wan without broils or quarrels* He emnpwed ill dlf- 
fmt^i and ntrter parted with any one on terms of 
imHndifeKu The house was fated to thepecalial- Mi* 
dty ihai those who dwelt in it were always raised to 
a higher fortuniE 1 ; ami that no spot ever "fell on die 
good name of it* happy i hfmhitanl s-‘' The course of 
More* dome* tic life h minutely described hy eye wit¬ 
nesses- fL His custom was daily (besides hla private 
prayer* with hli chiklrto) to fc*y the senm pulm^ the 
litany* and die suffrage* following; an was his guise 
with hiit wife* children, and household, nightly liefore 
he Went 10 bed, |o go 10 his chapel, and there On hi* 
knees ordinarily 10 say certain palms and collect* with 
them/ 1 * « With him, wiys Erunui, fJ tra miphi 
imagine y&unclf in the academy of Plata. Jlnt I should 
ilo ih]ualia b to his house bv rttfnpanng it to tin." academy 
of Plat o T where numbers, and peoiDOtfical figures and 
aametj me* moral virtue*, were die subjects of discussion; 
it would be more just to call it * «W and exempt 
of die Chriituin religion- All its inhabitant*, male or 
female, applied their leisure to liberal studies and pro¬ 
fitable muling, alihough piety was their first care. 
No wrangling, no angry word, wa* heard in It; uo tf ne 
wji Idle: every one did his duty with alacrity,! 


* Heart, p aa SiivfrfcwliOaa 
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11 Qt without a temperate cheerfulness." * Erasmui had 
nof the sensibility of lii* friend: he waa more p tom to 
than to sigh at d it concern* of mm ; but In* was 
fouchwl hy the remembrance of these domestic solemn i- 
tie* in the houthetd of his friend*. Ml BUiiifesta an 
agwable emotion at the recollection of theH icpa in 
daily lift-, which tended to hallow die natural authority 
nf prate; to bestow n sort of dignity on humble occu¬ 
pation*; tn raise menial offices tu die rank uf Tirtra; to 
Hpnati peaes; iLiicI cultivate kindness among fhnso who 
Jiiii shared, and Vi L ie icon again to nbartv the mme nto- 
dost rite** in gei i tly bivaEbmp around du-ns a. spirit of 
meek equality, wLk-li rather humbled the pride of the 
great than disquieted the spirit of die lowly. ^J 0 r* 
Iiim^lf juady speak* of the hourly interchange of the 
fonaEier ants of kindness which So w from the charities 
of dumeotic life, as haling a claim on liin lime M Htronp 
“ tlw occupations which seenm-d toother* «* much motif 
serkui and important. *■ UTa^/ 1 U y fl hr, «in pJadbg, 
in hearing* lu deciding cause*'orcomposing different, in 
waiting on some men about business, urnJ uu others out 
of reisjiect, the gn*t«l part of the day is spent on other 
■nen'oi attain], the remainder of it must tie given to my 
family at home ; so that I eon reserve no pan of it to 
myself, that I* T to study, t must talk with mj wife 
and chat with my children, and [ have somewhat to m 
to my Hvinta; for all these things I reckon as a of 
my brnom**, era-pi a man will re»lv c to lie a arranger 
at home; and with whomsoever either nature chance, or 
choio 1 , hu a man in any commerce^ he must 

™“W tD ™|* himseif as acceptable to d 10 *e about 
him as. he c«ji/ h + 

Hi* occtipatioua now nrcc&Barily employed u large 
portiou of 1 1 Lh time. Elis professional practice became: 
f considerable, that about the accession of Henry VI ] |. p 
in 1509# w itll hii legal uffietr in die city of London, it 
produced 4G0/ t a year, probably equivalent to an annual 
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income of 5Q0QL in the present day fc Though it he not 
L^sy lo determine tiie exact period. of eIll: omeofft of 
Il k life, from hiai establishment in London to his seeopt- 
anec of jKditical office, the beginning of Henry V! IE/* 
reign may be considered su- the time of hU highest einiw 
nenct- at (he bar* Al.-mt ibis lime a tdlip belonging to 
die pope, or claimed bv his holing on b ehalf of some 
of hii subjects, happened co come to JSou thumptnn r where 
hhe was Bejiwd as a forfeiture co die king* probably as 
whit is called a droit of die crown* nr admit of die 
admiralty t thcrti^ti in vine drtuni^no^ or on wlwt 
ground* we know not. The papal uuniacet made suit 
to the king that die cajie might be argued for the pope 
hy framed counsel in a pohlic place, ilbd in fKHfllK of 
the minister bhiiGclf, who was a disdtipiidietl civilian. 
None YH - its found so well qitoSitied to Use af counsel for die 
ajnbfrwador «* More h who could report in Latin to that 
minister all tike reasoning* of the counsel on both aklcJi- 
More accordingly stated sit dittir argument* to hi* difiu, 
and argued so learnedly on the poptfi aide, that he wit, 
cccdtd in cdminiiig an order for the restitution of dse 
vessel detained ; and ftjipcvs by hh probity stiff ability 
to have reached the summit of his forensic reputation.* 
There wan no case of eotiBe^M^nce in controversy before 
any court of law > in which he was not of counsel for one 
of the panic*. 

It has been ihady Uiiimslwlp that about the umc 

time he was appointed to B judicial &ffiee in the city of 
London, which It described hy hit milOlw a* one of 
the imdeT-tiheriff* of die city. The* officers are now 
annually appointed, fttid exercise no judicial powern 
Upper, who was for many yun on officer of the court 
of King 1 * Bench, gives the of the offirn correctly; 
but due* not de*erilie its nature im| imj**Unw m truly 
as E™ibu»* who tells his ramspowkni that More po»c4 
Federal yearn in the city of London,. lie was born, 
m a jniigu lu civil causk rt Tlds office, though not la- 
barium, for (he court hits only on the forenoon of every 
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Thttf&ky, ie accounted very honourable. No judge of 
ihfti coon ever went through snore muiffi; none deckled 
tlsi-m more upright]y; often, remitting the fee@ eo which 
he was entitled from the sudors, Mis dqnrtfn<Dt in this 
capacity oiuieaml him extremely to bin- MkjW-atizonBL r '* 
Be wiw judge of dm abedfTB court, which. king the 
cuuislj Court for Londnz and Middlesex, was> H t that 
tiifio T .1 BtBtfflu of honour ami advantage, t For the 
couniy courts in pen), and indeed all the ancient sub- 
ordinate jurisdictions of the common Iaw t hud not yet 
hern superseded by that conccntiadon of authority' in 
thi> hsndu of die superior courts at IVes [minster, which 
contributed Hi thy purity and dignity of die judicial 
charaiTCf, as well uio i perfect uniformity and a eon- 
■Unit iinpnjftanctit of the (ulminislratiflii of kw; a great 
commendation, it h true, but iq which we cannot add 
that it served in die sa me degree Eo promote a speedy 
and cheap ndrts* of the wrongs sufei.d by diose 
StlitOre Eo whom coiit and delay (Lfe in^t grlorou*, 
>f On/-suffice, ill that statu of jurisdiction, might ebrnfore 
have possessed the importance which his omEemporaricfi 
ascribed to it; although the denomination of it would 
not mate such an tmprvaakm on modern ears* 

EVom rommuukatkmi obtained for me from the 
iwucdicrf Use city, I am enabled m ascertain mxmv par* 
ti (Milan of die nature of More* appointment, which 
have ttttferiuned a i iiflervnup of opinion. He w-iia under- 
ak-Hifof London r for. on the rtth of May, |iil i h it 
was agreed by the common council, * f that Thomas Mure, 
gontkmari, one of the under^hcdlTs of Loudon, hhnuld 
occupy hi* i 'dice and chamber by a sufficient deputy* 
during Isis tksn aa die ting's lunha^.br in Han den/” 

[t appear a from sevend aiLrii^s in the bam e record j, from 
to 1503 indushe, that die under-sheriff | wu 
annually elcckilj or rather confirmed; for dm- practice 

■ Sm lK j Liric, ||u"L 
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ffp not to remove him without Mi mm appliLotion or 
soiiiL j sltllilw FullIl For «x years of N fa3ryreign, 
Ed« ait| Dudley wu one df the a dr- 

fufflslahm which renders the superior importance of tire 
office at that time probable* Thomas Manure, the author 
of works on hvr etfettiued ill hifl dn^ though not pub- 
IfoEiEii. appear* Ln the above rvconls re undcriMf. 

ft h apparent, that either m a coEk&ideraHc source 
of hiss i ii come, or as an honourable token of public eon- 
Aden cl 1 , this otiiee vrm valued by More; noce lie inform* 
Erasmus, in 151 6, that hi- had declined a handsome 
pension oflcrnl to him by the Ling on liia return from 
Flandeti; that he believ-pd he should always decline it; 
because either it would oblige him to resign bis office in 
like dt j t which he preferred to a better, or If ho retained 
it, in case of a contraveny of the city with the lung for 
ilieir privileges, be might be deemed by his Fellow-citJ- 
5tens to be disabled by dependence on the crown from 
sirtcondy and faithfully maintaining their rig]its.* This 
last reasoning b also Interesting, jls die first Intimation 
of the necessity of a city kw-oflicer being independent 
tm the crown, anil Of the legal resistance of the corpor- 
atiun of London to a Tudor king. It paced the way 
for those happier times in which [be great city had lire 
honour to bomber tin? Holts and the Denman* among 
her legal advisers, 

f to m tiie lirsL person in our hisiory LlistinguEslicd, by 
die faculty of public speakin g, and remarkable for the isue- 
fr. d'ul employment of it ill parliament against a lavish 
grant of money to the crown* The circumstance* of a 
fact thus doubly memorable arc related by his nothin, 
law m follows: —** Zn tire latter liiuo of Ling Henry VIL 
he was made a burgi-ss of the parliament, wherein, waa 
demanded by the king about three fifteenths for tire 
mam age of his eldest daughter, lliat «hen should be the 
Scottish queen* At the lost debating whereof he made 
such arguments and reason* there against, that tk- Ling's 
demand* wen? thereby clean overthrown ; so that one of 

* llrjraij- Mwuj fsiimo. L5Hk X& SL Enwal iH& 
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the king's privy chamber named mnkier Tyler, being 
present thereat, brought word to the king uul of dir 
pailJaincBl !iouse p Ehat a Wdlcs bay had di£d|ipointcd 
all bis purpose. Whereupon the king^ conceiving great 
indignation towards him, could not be satisfied until he 
hfl.it Klim* way revenged it. And focumncb as lio r 
nothin]* having, could nothing lose, his grate devised a 
causeless cjujurel against hi* father; keeping him in the 
Tower till he had mode him to pay I (KXf. fine/' 
(probably on a charge of having infringed some obsolete 
penal law). i4 Shortly after T it fortuned that sir T. More, 
coming in a miit to Dr. Fox, bishop of Winchester, cme of 
tin- king's privy roundi, thehfchop called Mtfi Wlklo* :leliI. 
pretending great favour towards trim* promised that if 
lie would be rukil by him he would not fail into die 
king's favour Lignin to resfcuru him; nu-anEng, it was 
afterward* conjectured, to cause him ihcrtby to confer 
his offences against the king, whereby bin highness 
might, with die better colour, have occasion to revenge 
bin displeasure against him. Hut wlion hu ram-e from 
the bishop he fell into cornjinimration with one iiisistrr 
Whhfonh 1 . his familiar friend, then chaplain to that 
hi shop, and showed him what the bishop had paid, 
praying for hio advice. Whitfordc prayed him by the 
pinion of (tis! not to follow the counsel ; for my Inn!, W 
serve the king's tom. will not stick to agree to bis own 
father's death. So sir Thomas ^lure returned to the 
bishop no more; and had not the king died soon after, 
he Was ik-tefinincd to have gone OVtr sea/** That the 
ail vice of AVIutford was wise, apjH-aml from a ctmmu 
Rtance which occuiTetl nearly ten yean, after, which 
exhibit* a new feature in the character of the king and 
of his bidiopa. W hen Dudley wjlh sacrificed to popular 
rewnEtiiiMii, under Henry VllI M and when be vm on 
hi* way to execution, lie me! sir Thomas to whom he 
said, — " Oh More, Mom! lied was your good friend* 


- El iper. p. 7. Tllfff wem* to bymw fiM^rffulnptfc of |q zht IftllW 
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that you did not ask die tinjf forpveiws, a= m»ui* 
would hive lied you do; fur if you had done «o,lwrAujw 

JWM #AouW Imre Awn m Iht li/tf ttltr with us IWW-"* 

II was natural thill the restorer of [lolitical (loiJOtBtPi 
which had Slumbered for a lung wife* of »£« + t 
ahould also Ik dm earliest of the parliamentary champions 
of liberty. Hut it U laineitLobfo that we Imve so little 
information respecting sir Thomas Mure s oratory, width 
alone could hire armed him fct the no th * conflict, lie 
may he mid to hold die Mine Station among ui s which 
ia assigned by Cicero, in his dialogue on die ceVbrat.4 

OMiiots of Hornet *° *-'ato thu w,,a “‘ eo ^T 

ship wa* only about ninety years prior to the conmlslitp 
0 f t:fcm himself. Thai celebrated Roman Imd, Indeed, 
made an animated speech in the eighty-fifth year of h* 4 
age, which was the last of his life. A hundred and liftv 
of ilia speeches were eslJiut ill flu? time of Cicero, 1 Rut, 
nys the latter, “ what living; uf lately deceased omter 
Ins rend them i H ho knows; them at all? 

Sir Thomas Mores answer,as speaker of the house of 
commons, to WoWy, of which more will I* *» lt Y n - 
sendy, is admirable for its promptitude, qulckne**, >=**- 
Mmahhuesa, and caution, combined with dignity anil 
spirit. It uni its presence of mind ««1 wlaptanoii to 
the person and circumstances, with address and manage- 
ment seldom surpassed. If the tone be more submissive 
than suits modem cars, it is yet remarkable for that in- 
mftiious refine I nt’nt which for all install t llwws a glimpse 
of the sword generally hidden under robes of *une. 
« His eloquent tongue," says Erasmus, - m wchsecomU 
hii fertile invention, that no one *pM* belter when sud¬ 
denly called forth. Ilia airentioii never languish™ i »“ 
mind is always before hi* worts; his memory 
stock bo turned into really money, that, without licBiali® 
or del a v, it gins out whatever the unwind the <** 
may require. His acuteness in dispute is unmaHcd, 

f "ftwrpljiw putfJjUili «l a|nhl .lafiwt, WifiiiilUIA*enJart<>c« 
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and tie often perplexes the most renowned theologians 
when he enters their province."* Though much of this 
encomium may be applicable rather to private convert 
at Lull than to public debate ; and though Ida presence of 
mind may refer moat to promptitude of repartee, and 
comparatively little to that read] ness of reply* of which 
liia experience must have been limited; it U still obvious 
that the great critic has bribed to hi* friend the higher 
pan of those mental qualities which, when justly ba¬ 
lanced and perfectly trained.,, constitute a great orator. 

Ai if it had been the lot of More to open jdl the path* 
through i lie wikb of utuf oh! English speech, he ii to be 
considered a* utir earliest prose writer, and us die first 
Englishman who wrote the history of his country in k* 
pm * nt langeuigp. The historical fragment commamla 
belief hy simplicity, and by abstinence from too confident 
affirmation. It betrays some negligence about minute 
particulars, which is »ot displeasing jlh a symptom of 
the absence of e^mwi to enforce a narrative. The 
Com pewit Lon has an case mid a rotundity a which gratify 
the ear without awatedogtbe suspicion of art, of which 
there was no model in any preceding writer of English 
prose. 

In comparing the prow of More with the modem 
style, we must distinguish the words from the com po¬ 
sition* A very mi nil part qf his vocabulary has been 
supenmounted. The immtier of tenni which require 
any explanation is inconsiderable; and in dint n^iect 
the stability of the language is remarkably He is, in¬ 
deed, in hi* words, more English than the great writer* 
of a century after him, who buried their native tongue 
with expressions of Greek or Latin derivation. Cicero, 
speaking of ohl Cato, iremi almost to describe More, 
4i Hu htyle ii rather antiquated; he has some word* rii-u 
pleasing to our hut which were then in familiar 
use. Change those terms, which he could not, you will 
then prefer no speaker to 0*10." + 

* Emm. fed flrlc ih MuUdil 
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But in the combination and iritngewentof *wd»j in 
ordinary phT»«lo£Y and common habltt of composiTion, 
be differs more widely from the rtjte prevent wmnfi 
tw for nearly two centuries Hi* diction *«m* a 
titvned experiment to dlMorcr die form* into which the 
Un^e iiftTUT j.!Lv ftmi. In ihat attempt he ha* fre¬ 
quently railed. FnrtUlttto accident or mare Tinea 
Experiment in nfcertinscs let! la the adaption af othl * 
combination^ which could scarcely have 
ilifv hail not been more consonant to the spirit of the 
hm^mpp- *nd more agreeable to the ear and the fw J 1 !?* 
of tile iieople. Tbo ntnicitire of hi* semens » ***“ 
qiiently not that which the Kn^lab hix^t ^ ^f ] 7 
adopted. The kntfuaise of hi* «tmtrymen has decided, 
without tpiwid, igakat the compOfeidoti of ihc father ™ 

English prow- lri - 

The speeches contained in W* fragment* hkc many of 
those in die ancient historians, wens probably M re*E as 
hr wold render them ill KuWicc: but linghteniri ijy 
tnwmvnt, and improved in composition, li «nW* in - 
deed, freely !«■ otherwise; fat the history wa^ 
in im* ami tlm death of Edward 1V-, wuh which 
it opens turn'd in 1^3: *"* ^rd.mil Mortom who 
tUme prime minuter two years after ^ m-P* 
jurat" JZm uien y«mg M'fflf * n,a 
al»ut the yc-ar ] 403. Them U ft. *«t 

a time, for much fhlflfaallon, by m^wt, of the argu¬ 
ments *nd topic* rvflllv (•mjtloji'i , . 

The meche* have the merit of Vwit.g emmnmp.iiWl 

to the taMt ^ °* Mg 

thev WfK taldiessal fc> promote iht objffl of the^Ur. 

habk that Mens h»Lbeet! taught, by thepncd« of 
ing in MLst. when: object* the m«t i•**»■* “ 

“ 1 
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the prize of the victor. that eloquence Is the art of per- 
iuMicirt; and that the end of the orator is not the dis¬ 
play of Iris tdents, but dominion ptut the miml* of hU 
hfitMrs, The dying speech, in which Edward cxhertH 
eIlu two parties of Ills friends Eu harmony, is a grave ap¬ 
peal eo their p nidori ee, ss well m an affecting address 
from a father and a king t» their public feelings The 
Minnies throw ei out by Ricfuml against the WidvilteB 
are short, dart, and well adapted to awaken suspicion 
ami alarm. The insinuations again it the qaern, and the 
threat* of danger to the lords themsehes from [caving 
, the person of the duke of York in the hands of that 
princes.’-, in Richard s speech to the privy council, Ndhre 
die archbishop of York wm sent to Westminster to de¬ 
mand die REirrcnder of the boy d are admirable spec] metis 
of the address and art of crafty ambition.. generally 
ppeakinp^ die specehc^ have little of the vague ecunmou- 
pliLct 1 of rhetoricians and declatnierE. They nre calcu¬ 
lated for the very persons to whom they were Hpokcn* 
■nd fitted for all their peculiarities of Interest and tem¬ 
per, Time is not wasted in pqruk in the ease, in_ 
danlj of the dispute hetwwn the archhtduyp and the 
queen* about taking the dllke of York out of his mother fl 
cure, in sanctuary at Warminster, there is more inge¬ 
nious argument than die icene allows; and the mind 
rejects logical refinements, of which the ujw r *m Mich 
an occasion d is quite irreroneilcabTe to dramatic vetigU 
miliimle. The duke of Buckingham alleged In council, 
that sanctuary could be claimed only again&t danger i 
and thin the royal infant had neither wisdom to di-sin* 
Sian rt nary, nor the malicious intention in hjs ACtJ wjrh- 
ont which he could not require it. To this noiahle pa¬ 
rados _ which amounted fo an affirmation that no cer¬ 
tainly innocent person canid ever claim protection from 
a sanctuary, when it vm cArried to the queen, she m- 
awcrikl ri'Jidily, dlAI if tht could he in uuirtuify, it 
followed that her child, who was her ward, wofi Included " 
In her protection, as much as her servants w m, without 
contrai liet ion a allowed to be. 
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The Latin epigrams of itore, o small ftthuM which 
it required two years to earr y through tin- press at Itasil, 
an: EiiDatly tfunslations from the Antholngia, W hiefa were 
rather made known 10 Europe by the fume of the writer, 
than calculated to incrvase it- They contain* hoffcver. 
Borne decisive proof* that be always erUertamed the 
opinions respecting the dependence of ail gowmuait an 
the eoru*enl of the jvojkte, to which he professed Ilia ad¬ 
here m;v almost in ids dying moment*, Latin versifiou 
tion wr* not in that early period racctaafully attempted 
in any transalpine country. The rules of prosody* or at 
k-asi die laws of rnetncid'cwmposition F were not yet wf- 
fidently studied for inch ittcmpts. Ilia Uiiniiy was of 
the same school with that of hU friend Fratram ; which 
was, indeed r common to the ftrst generation of scholars 
after the nsvival of classical study* Finding Litta a 
sort of general language employed by men of letters in 
their ton venation ami correspondence, they touliaued 
the us* of it in the mlmd and cumipsed state to which 
sueh an application had msxmmiUj reduced it: they be¬ 
gan, indeed* to purify if from some grower corruption* j 
hof they built their style upon the foundation of this 
colloquial dialect, with no rigorous otwmtion of the 
pjooil uMge of tile Human language. Writing* of busi¬ 
ness, of |ileiPant,n- r of familiar intewnrw, a»W never 
ligve been composed in ]<ure Luthuty. which was still 
more i a consist til t witli new manner-, mstimtion#, *tilI 
opinion,** and with dacowriei and invention* aildnl to 
dio*c which were transmitted hy antiquity. Erasmus* 
who ia ihe master and model of lids system of comptv 
aidou, admirably shows how much had been gained hy 
loostuiug the fetters of a dead speedy mt\ acquiring ia 
its stead due nature, ease, variety, and vivacity of w 
spoken and living tongue- Tbe course of cimmiiM«t» 
lwwcw, determined that this language should not 
list or it least flourish, for much mute ihau a century. 
It wai wamled on one ride by the purely cWral 
whom Erasmus, in Jeraion* calls " Ciceronian* j ami 
wheu it wu iudidently cioiscuhtcd hy drvnd of their 
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cemuhSj It wa* finally overwhelmed by the rise of a na¬ 
tional literature in every European language, 

McH^esnnpiifk’d. the abundance anti flui Lhiliiy of the 
Erasmian Latmity in Utopia, with which ihis short view 
Of all lil* writings, eicept those of pnnfroverrty t may be 
fitly Concluded. The idea of the work wa* suggested 
by tonic of the diatoguea or Plato, who speak* of vast 
territories* formerly cultivated and peopled* but after¬ 
wards, by sutiic convulsion of nature,, ctneml by die 
Atlantic Ocean. These Egyptian tradition^ or Iq^ondn. 
bartTiotiised admirably with that discovery of a new eon- 
tmeni by Columbus, which hid roused the admiration 
of Europe about twenty years before the composition of 
Utopia. This was the name of an island feigned to 
hate bf-cn diicoVned by a supposed companion of 
Amerigo Vespucci, who i# ixnule to trll A« wondrous 
tale of ita condition to More, at Antwerp* in 151 4. 

More, imitating the indents, only a* ft philosopher, 
borrowed from Plata the conception of an imaginary 
commonwealth, of which lie placed die seat 111 Ulopia, 
All the name* which ho invented for men or place* * 
were inlimatioLis of their being unreal, and were, jut. 
hapfl, by treating with raillery hi* own notions, intended 
to silence gai n*i ver>, The ftmt book, which is prv- 
finiinary, is nsmraUy and ingeniously u[tcricd by a con- 
Yeraation* in which Raphael IlythJcMhy, the Utopian 
traveller, describes his visit to England ; where, w much 
as mother countries, he found all proposal* for improve¬ 
ment enmuntered by the remark, that u Such thing! 
pleased our ancestor*, and it were well for u* if we could 
but match them; is Lf it were a great mischief that any 

* The I’ljllmnni if^rilfKii of L ! trypipfl ri-rardrtf !«■■ tmm j amuie hcm 
»wl<n:- 

UiopLi - - tvtitK . - wthflt 

■ Achiffi^hu - tw tmtfiify. 

Aiir ii:i uif . - - <flC i&e fcvpkr 

Ain«^r i* n¥cr; m’Li^ ■ * itiSrile*., 1 The iATulUc d[i II* on 

Ai'ijiiri'l .i nljr.' - * dkaa-k. \ lh« rivc-r widetku, 

f | (tL'KI^J j.gr ■ * - a learner i»f 1 r; ik-i, kt 

Starfflsrare inlrniinfuOijf 1.1» mc*iil n-, rthen iir rairti Frueu tilth* Inwrq 
t**PiW »ra onJfff \re\£n Srili£vr rtyfttwtli E.'iirfu* 

*1 * ■r?hl fUTt i.insini: ii.i/iir-lKiix tv. Chr milof? mLIlJi rnfulitn the fwifc. 
ii>uti rf Urrck vaniiL— Ejh it. c?lt. Jm. Fi*±± ..■*■. A intU j£gi 
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should Ik tad wiser than hia uiKaton. * “I 
there proud, morose* anti absurd judgments, particularly 
once when dining with cardinal Morton ai London- 
After describing that pouinti of More* boyh™l in 
a manner which wm imre to win bh heart, Raphael pn>- 
ceeds to iiy, * r tint then? happened ^ he at table an 
English lawyer, who run out into high wmtMudaiHm 
■of the seven 4 execution of justice upon thieves, who were 
then hanged » ffcit that dim? Were sometime* twenty 
hanging upon one gibbet; and added* ' [ ^ T he ™uld not 
wonder enough how it came to pans that then 4 were » 
man y diievrs lefi robbing in all place*, liiphud al[ - 
nml, « that It was because ihi punishment of death 
nut neither ju*t in it-^lL nor good for the public ; for 
ia the severity wa# too gnrfii s so dui remedy was not 
B§cctual-+ You P os well ns other nations, like bad 
icbooliDUlen, rhafilijse their scholars bcnUK they have 
not the dill to teach them." Raphael afterwards more 
Epccklh ascribed the gangs of banditti who, ifwr ^ 
suppression of Peri in Waxb«k*i Cornish revolt, infested 
England, to two ttusrt .; of which the £lt*t was the fre* 
quent disbanding of the idle ami armed retainers of the 
noble** who, when from necessity let 1*™ from ihclr 
m astern, were too proud for industry, amt had no resource 
but rapine ; and the -second was die conversion of much 
com field into pasture for sheep, beemue dli- Salter li.nl 
become more profitable; by which ban* motive* many 
landholders were tempted to expel their tenants and 
de> troy the fowl of man* Rapfaid suggested ihe auhsti- 
tu tiort'of hard labour fur death ; for which he quoted the 
example of die Ronutts* and of an imaginary community 
in Persia. w The lawyer answered, 1 that at could never 
be so added in England, without emlafigering the whole 
lifliino by i t i he shoot bw head, and made sane gri- 
macefl, and ll^n held Ida peace, and all the company 
wcvmrd to be of his mi mi. But the canlinal said, 1 U 
is not easy to say whether this plan would gurov^l or 
not, since no trial has been made of it; but h ^ 
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tried on thieves condemned to death, artd adopted it 
found to answer: ami vagabondsmight be treated in the 
^tthj way, + When the cardinal had uid tiiia, they all 
fell to commend the motion, though they had despised 
It when it came from rm\ They more particularly com¬ 
mended that concerning the vagabonds, became it had 
been added by him/’ 

From same pan of the shore extracts it is apparent 
tli at Mort-% instead of haring anticipated [111- 1 economical 
doctrine* of Adam £tnith* os some modern writers hare 
fancied F was thoroughly imbued with the prejudices of 
his ooruL'ui porari es against like IncWure of common^ 
ami the extension of pasture. It i% however, observe 
itFde, that he if. perfectly consiauent with himself, and 
follows his principles through all llseir legitimate con¬ 
sequence*, though they may end in doctrines of very 
tLarding MjutiiL Con r-iileritig *.-parate pnqierty as alwaviL 
product!re of unequal distribution of dm fruits of labour, 
and regarding that inequality of fortune a* the source of 
bodily Mattering to those who labour, and of menial dII 1 - 
pravitinn to tliu*v who are not cumpcltei I to tod for aub- 
Bi&lmce, Hythloday ii made to say, that ?f as long aw 
there U any property, and while money is die standard 
of all other things, he cannot expect that a nation can 
be go vetoed either jus!ty or happily.”* Mote himself 
ohjfL'LM to Hyihlntay i €i h mmi to me that men cuh- 
luit live conveniently where ah things are fOEnmun, How 
can sin-ne be any plenty where every mun wilt exeujc 
himself from labouring? for, as the hope of gain doth 
not excite him, so the confidence that 1m ha* in other 
men's industry may make him slothful And if people 
I'olnr to \k pinched with want, and yet cannot dispose 
of any thing mi dieir own, whnt ean follow but perpetual 
sedition ami blemishedespecially when the reverence 
and authority due to ma^lmEti fall to the ground : for 
I cannot imagine how they can hi? kept up among thaw 
dial am In all thing* equal to utie another," Those 

■ 1 tap*, ftf, m wrlle whtre l have rw> U the rrri^in^t, 
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remarks do in reality contain dw germs of un*n*wfff*hle 
flljjectitms tD all thow ppuj^is of a community of goods, 
which suppose the moral character of the majority of 
mankind to continue, at the moment of their adoption, 
®*lCll H.H it h 4 -> been heretofore Ln the most favourable 
iniMiKVfi. if, indeed, it be ^uojTOfiE'd only on tkc sup- 
poHitJODp ibat by the mil nonce of lawyer by the agency 
of any other h-a use, mankind in general m rendered more 
boiiExt, more kmivolcnt; more dlsatererted than they 
have hitherto been, it 1* evident that they «iU T in the 
Borne proportion* approach to a practice more tienr die 
principle of an equality and a comm unity of *JJ uIydii- 
u^. The hint* of on answer to Plato, thrown out by 
jif ore, w bo decisive that it is not eaj to me ham he 
left this speck on bin romance, unless wc may be allowed 
to suspect that the Epeculatmis wu in part Fuggerted m a 
convenient cover for that fatting satire on the ^nliil and 
in| lacious government of Henry I !!■ which occupies a 
considerable portion of Hyibloday s drat discourse. It 
may also U iuppowd that Mare, not wntimu to me 
risiemarv reformers from a few light blows in ah attack 
ai Intel flt corrupt and tyrannical statesmen, thinks it 
amiable to Im imaginary personage* amt araducivc io 
the livt'lincBs of hit fiction, to represent die matter in 
Utopia Si touched by otic of the ro<*t aliuriog and ddu- 

aive of political chi inora^ 

In I'Eopia. fartiubnuses were built over the Wink 
cmihiiy, to which inhabitants were wal in rotation from 
the fifty-four cities. Every family had forty men and 
women, bed die* two *l*resi * master and mirtMa pre- 
silk- over every family, ami over thirty familks a iniigia- 
traie. Every year twenty of the family return to town., 
being two yew* in the country; so that all acquire noine 
knowledge of agriculture, and the laud is never left in 
i lie hand's of persons quite unawpsintwl with country 
labours* When they want any thing m the country 
which It doth not produce, they fetch it from m 
without carrying any ihmg in exchange. The magi*- 
traits take cate to see it gives to them. The people oi 
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the towtis carry their commodltiM to die market {dace, 
where they are Laken away by thw who need them. 
The chief business of the magistrate* is to take care 
that no man may live kilt „ and that every one should 
Labour in hii trade for six hours of every twenty-four t 
■ portion of time, which* according to Hy thlod&y, vai 
sufficient for an abundant supply of all the IWWG&oaric? 
and moderate acconiuifriLatioii* of the community, and 
which Ls not inadequate where all ijitanir, and none 
apply extreme labour to tike production of superfluities 
to gratify a few, where there are no idle priest* or idle 
rich men, and where women of all sorts perform their 
light allotment of labour. To women all domestic office? 
which did liot dcgradi 1 or displease were assigned-. Unhap* 
pily, however, the iniquitous and unrighteous cxj*.-dienrt 
wan denadp of releasing the belter order of females from 
ofleftiite and noLsoiue occupations, by dim whip; tliem 
upon slave?. Their dlixens were forbidden to be 
butehm, " because they tldllk thtit pity and good- naittfv^ 
Wlifal u rv ammig the he*t of ihmr nffrctiohx that tore ham 
within v4 r are qyc& iffljmiv^ % thr hutehering of unt- 
tadfr.” A Kinking representation, indeed, of the de¬ 
praving effects of Cruelly to animal*, hut ilrtlscd for the 
iniquitous and true] purpose of training inferiors to bar, 
barouA habits, in order to preserve for their master* the 
exclusive benefit of a discipline of humanity. Slaves, 
too* were employed ia hunting, which v» deemed 
too frivolous and barbarous in unusenirnt for dtuen*. 
" They look upon hunting as one of the boacat pans of a 
butcher a business, for they account it m am decent to 
kill bt^u for the mstenancc of mankind, (ban to take 
pleasure in seeing a weak, harmless, and fearful bane 
tom in piece* by a strongs fierce* iml cmcl dog." An 
excess of jUKpuhuioiL was remedied by planting colonies; 
a defect, by tin- recall of the necessary nundarof former 
colonist?; trregnLuiiic* of distribution, by transferring 
the §uperfluou& members of one township to supply the 
vacancies in anodic They did not mtfere tbdr 
prisoners, nor die children of their own dim-*. They 
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arc criminals condemned to slavery m a punishment ; 
which would be no injustice in itself, if they had nol jmr- 
dtued junom id acdaDsd in other countries., which 
way in c-Hwt a premium on unjust convictions* [□ 
those inalulksi where there it no hope of cure or alle¬ 
viation, it was customary far the Utopian priests to 
advise the patient voluntarily to shorten bis b^ks inti 
burthen&ome life by opium or Home equally essy means. 
If! cases of suicide, Without permission of the priests md 
the senate, the party is excluded from the honours of a 
decent funeral. They allow divorce In adultery., and 
incorrigible penoreen^ Slavery 2M the general pu- 
irishmen! of the highest crime. They have few laws, 
and no law yen, fx Utnjmi, the founder of die state, 
matjeo law thoi cwy man might be of what religion he 
p teased, and might endeavour to draw otlim to it by 
folipe of argumcEit and hy aimciblc and modes! ways j, but 
those who used icpru achei or violence Ln their attempts 
were to be condemned to banishment or sI*t cry, 

The folio wing passage 1* no remarkable, and has 
hitherto lawn so link- considered in the history of 
toleration, that 1 sludl insert it at length; — J Thb 
law was made by Utopia, not only for preserving the 
puldic peace, which, be said, suffered much by daily con¬ 
tentions and irreconellcable hell in them; maiErrH, but 
because lit! thought the interest of religion itself re¬ 
quired it. A* for those who §o far depart from die dignity 
of human nature as to think that our Hindu died with our 
bodies., or tliai the world was governed by chance without 
a wise and over-nilinjs Providence^ the Utopians never 
nu.se ilkrin to honour* or offices, nor employ them in any 
public tnist+ bu e despise- diem as men of fciase and sordid 
minds | yet tlicy do nol punish. such men, because they 
kv IE down as a ground, lhat a mail cannot make hinu- 
seif believe any thing he pleases: nor do they drive any 
todisEcinhle theii thoughts; so that meu are not templed 
to Lie or disguise their opinions among them, which, 
being □ sort of fraud, Ls abhorred hy the Utopian* A 
beautiful and conchiiivc reason,, which, when n was 
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used fur til e flrvt time, aii it pro! ably was in Utopia* 
imi*t hate been drawn from ms detfli a Heme of Lhe value 
of sincerity oa of itself to prove that hi- who- thus em¬ 
ployed it was hinnjre, w These utjbelievcra are not 
allowed to argue before the common people; 3 tut they 
are suffered ami even unctuinigpd to dispute in private 
wiih theta priests anti other grave men* being confident 
that they will he etired of these mad opinions by having 
reason lid before them," 

It may lie doubted whether some jti 

other part* of Utopia were not introduced to cover Pitch 
paKAagi^ os the above, by ctudrimg the writer to call the 
whole a mere if port of wit t and thus exempt 1dm from 
the jieriloos respuTuiiElilily of having maim aim'd such 
rioeiriiiEa ttrioady* I n other cases he seems dlDidetitly 
to propose opinions to which he w i oa in some measure in¬ 
clined, but in die course of Ills statement to hive heated 
himself into an indignation again*! the vim ami cor¬ 
ruptions of Europe, which wnta itself in eloquent ifivro- 
lives nut unworthy of GtiHivur* Ik maken EEytlitoday 
At last declare ,, — fi As 1 hope for mercy, l can have 
HD other notion of all the other governmenu that 1 see 
m kncwr t but that they are a conspiracy of the richer sort, 
who, on pretence of managing the public, do only pur- 
aui? ilmir private mite." The true notion of Utopia te f 
however, that it intimates a variety of doctrines, and ex¬ 
hibits a multiplicity of projects, which the writer re- 
giudn with alrorat ec ,:ry possible deprw of approbation 
ami shade Of asselU ; frinn the frontiers Of Serious and 
entire belief, through gradations of descending plausi¬ 
bility, where the lowest ore scarcely mow than the ps* 
erases of ingetmityj, *tul to which some wild paradoxes 
arc ipin’iiddj either its a vehicle* or as an easy means 
(if necessary) of disavowing ibe serious intention uf the 
whole uf this Platonic fiction, 

Tt must be owned, tliat though one cIms of Mums 
vucresaora wrap more susceptible of judicium &dmiraiiun 
of Cite beauties of l^to anil Cicero than his k-ss perfectly 
furmed tHte could be, and though mother division of 
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them liaiJ anjuiieil a kn^|Efl|^ af die word* of the 
tireek language* .mil pm=ption of their Farce and dls- 
tin^rion^ for the gf whidi More r%me too 

oafJv into the world, yet none would liavu been mj 
heartily idttmietl by tllf master* of the Lyceum and the 
Acufemy, as quiUfiu] ta take a part tn the tlbaLHsbQ 
of those grave and tufty iliL-mrs which were freely 
in these eariy nurfcrjra gf iLEiinaii irasotL 
About the time of More 1 a first journey m die continent., 
in the Riimmer of 151 Jr, not lon^ after which Utopia 
was composed^ may be plum! the hippc^t jvrltxt gf his 
lififr 1 If iL^uiR i il an income equivalent to four or fire 
thousand pflcimLs sterling of our present money, by hi* 
own independent industry and well-earned character. 
He had hrisun* for the cdajtivjtfta of literature, for cor- 
respofnk-tice with his friend Bnamas, for keeping upon 
in [eruour.se wi th European men of Idlers, ^!id had ;il realty 
placed him tn their Unit class, and for the corn position of 
work*, from whtdi t unaware of llw rapid change* which 
were to ensue, bo probably promi -u*\ liild^lf mare fame, 
or at hut more popra larsty , than they have procured far 
him. Hr* aHeutump and his temper con tin tied to ensure 
ihe happiness of Ids hmm\ even whim hia *ofci with a 
wife, three daughters with their h os bands, and a pn>- 
pOftbidk iiomlsor of grjJidrhiltlnrm dwelt under his 
patriarchal roof. 

At the wiiae period the grncroJ progress of European 
literature, the rFtLvf ful prospocc* of improved education 
and diffused knowledge, had filled die minds of .More 
and Emrnui wills delight- The expectation of an age 
of pacific improvement Beems to hare prevailed among 
stuiUomi men in the twenty years which dapped between 
the migration gf classical learning across the Alpp T and the 
tiae of the religious dissensions stirred up by the preach¬ 
ing of Luther, H | forewe/' uyi -More a on 

his Flemish mission r “ that our posterity will rival the 
ancien ts in prery sort of ftuily ; and If they b dot un¬ 
grateful, they will pay the greater [hanks to tbosr who 
have revived these studies. Go on, and deserve w*U of 
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posterity* who will lKfrt suffer the name of Erasmus to 
perish," * Erasmus Mmefir, two years after, esprewe* 
the same hopes, which, with unwonted courted he 
eboosea to found on the literary character of Ibe coru 
TurMiicfn in ihe psliu? of Henry VII L:— * H iTif world 
is rmreritig the use of i i* Rinses, like one awakened 
from the deepest sleep; anil yet there are W» who 
riing to their old ignorance with their hnulfl and feei r 
and will not suffer thcmaelves to be turn from it/' t To 
WnEwy he speaks in Htill more stngwM lixigiwge, mind 
with the like personal compliment: — “ I we another 
golden age arising if other ralm be animated by your 
spirit. Nor will posterity be ungrateful- This new 
Micky. ubtaincfl for the world by you* will be comme¬ 
morated in imjncrrtAl monument* lny Gredan and Homan 
eloquence.* t Though tin 1 j udgmait of posterity in favour 
of kinjji and cardinal* it dm* confidently foretold, the 
writers do not the Isa betray their hope of a better ape, 
which will bestow the highest honour* on the promoters 
of knowledge. A better age was, fn truth, to come; 
but the time and rircumntancea of it* appearance did not 
correspond to their Bangui ns liopcs. An age of iron was 
to pferttlOp in which die turbulence of rvfurm&ttuti and 
the ottinwy of catebluihimt were to meel in long and 
bloody ranlwt 

When the storm accent'd ready to break out, Etasiim* 
thought it his duty 10 Incur the obloquy which always 
■Rrniii mediatorial couneela. " You know the character 
of the Germain, who are mom flwKy led than driven* 
tiroat danger may arise, if the native ferocity of that 
people be cxtflperatcd by untimely severities We mx 
the pertinacity of Bohemia and the neighbouring pro¬ 
vinces. A bloody policy ha* been tried without success. 
Other f +nyAum must be employed* The hatred of Koine 
Lh fixed in the mind* of many nation*, chiefly from 
tile rumours believed of the dissolute manners of that 

* ToniEaL F.mm. Htb nf Srr\ I >17. Dim IJKi, HI P-ITh, 
t Tcffl-tjkL Knna. J7. fcre»m. Hcuflr. O ymkfrrfil l£& at MAjf, kSli 
f ItL S» Ttamuu Cifd. Eiim IUrf_ m of Btfft Izlti. 
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eaty^ and from the immoralities of the representatives 
of the Kupreme pontiff nbriiiL H * 

Tht unL^rlubk-it^s ihc turbulence., the hatred, die 
h]tM>H I nlit/c!, which followed the preaching of Luther, 
cloml the bright virions of tint two ii|u>ETit»m frienda, 
who agreed in aU ardent love of peace, though tiot with- 
out a difference in the shade* ami modificqiianR of their 
jjatitie temper, arising from some dissimilarity of ori¬ 
ginal chancier* Thu tender heart of Mm clung more 
strongly to the religion of his youth, Erasmus more 
apprehcniled distLirhiince of Ills taafri and pursuits, am! 
beOijt in nomt of h in writings a temper, which might 
have ted him to doubt whether the glimmering tff pro- 
batbilitv, to which More te limited, be njulvdEiit to die 
rvik attendant oil tile scare h. 

The public life of More began in die summer of 
15141, with a mission to Bruges, in which TmutaU, 
then master of the rolls, Ami afterward* bishop of l.hir- 
b*m, watt bis colleague. of which the object ffM to nettle 
Aiime jiArtteuJiif^ relating lo the eontmereifil lutcrcocirve 
of England wills die Xetlierlaiid.^ He wa> consoh'il for 
a detenuon, unexpectedly bug, by the company of Tun^ 
stall, whom he iberibes as one llOt only fraught with 
all learning, ami revere in his life ami month, but infe¬ 
rior to no mAh m a delightful companion* ± i hi this 
mission he became legtiAinted wftli several of die friemta 
of Eraftmui m Fkndrfi, where ho evidently saw a pro- 
gre >5 in die sccommcHLiijtifia □ini ornaments of life T to 
which he lud been hitherto a utrangt-r. With Peter 
Giles- of Antwerp, to whom he intrusted the pubiioAtkin 
of Utopia by a prefatory chdieucinn, he continual to be 
doadj connected during the live* of both. In the year 
1 ip 1a „ he was sent again to die XLiber hind*- on dje hie 
mission, The intricate relations of traffic betw^ the 
tw o eonntfkt hail given rise to a «uottwdon of rtfcjm tes. 


■ Tnfw 1 *L Zi*m< Pmtiirtflrr- Cicf Sarrmhtrr, 1 E 0 . 

tbL. Pmnt fmlli-F nf Ik* IS L'^Ffiarf couM biT« iMNTirnti 

11“i“i it i. m* #1 that J^pnt Mw ]w Med) W&* In i r™E mntutrv liuft 
1 Er**m V*m A^nink LmkL Tih tfKlJj Uli. tu. 13&. RtnvAi 

ili Ull‘ CilWVTTiUt L'iHI IK ll of LtnHdWl. 

| Umu S-rajjc-.', A*h M-^\ m ISlfc 


56 


BHUim flTATESHILV. 


in which the detenui nation of ou cm? g g i gri P j pro¬ 
duced new suits. As More had in the year 1510* boon 
elected sub-sl leri IT of LomErm. ttc- okituM I Dave of |h- 
scfitt? from the major and Aldermen of that city, fa on 
occasion of bolh these mk aom t to go upon tin' king's 
ui^Lu^t to FluuEure* 1 ^ 

In the loginning of 1516 lie was made a priyy- 
councillor; mid from 1 1 1 ;■ t time may he dated the final 
surrender of hi& own unde* for dm rustic life, ami hi* 
predilections for studious leisure. lo the ttatiering im¬ 
portunities of Henry VJtL “ lie had resolved/" Mart 
Era*miu r " to R- consent with his private station ; hut 
having gone on more i ha none tnissloii abroad* the king, 
not discouraged by the unusual refusal of a pension p 
did not rvsl till he had drawn M ore into die pal Are. Fur 
why should I not isaj * drawn r ' hi nee no man ever 
laboured with more industry for admistum to a court, 
th.iii Mare to avoid, it? The king would scarcely ever 
so Sir the philosopher to quit h lin. For if serious atfairn 
were lo be considered, who could give more prudent 
COtmad? OF if die king's til i ad wjis to be relaxed by cheer¬ 
ful conversation, where eould Lhere be a more fieetiqiis 
companion r M + 

Roper, who was an eye-witness of these circum- 
itluffii, relates them with an ngrct-jihle simplicity, M J^o 
Frum time to time was he hj the king udvjineid, conti¬ 
nuing in his fringe tur favour and truMy •erviHt for 
twenty years. A goad part thereof Hat'd the king, 
upon holidays, when he had done lib own devotion, to 
jHjmi for him'; and there, some lime* in mutters of astro¬ 
nomy, geometry, divinity, anti such othur faculties, and 
acunedmrt on hi* worldly Affairs, to eotivoie with him. 
And Other whiles in the night would he have him up in to 
the trad*, there to consider with him the diversities 
MHLTM, motions* ami operations of ilke lUnind planets. 
And because be vu of 0 pleasant disposition, it pleased 
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the king and queen, a/frr /A* sntsrtf Ind drty3jMvf at the 
liroe of their own (i. e* tile royal) supper, 10 call for 
him to be merry with them/' What llopcradds could 
Hot have been discoveml hy a. bs near observer, and 
would **urceJy tjecrdiited u|wn less authority : When 
them be peredwd >u much in his [alk to delight., that 
lie coo id not onre in a month got leave to go home to 
his wife inti children (whsiw company ho most desired), 
h?, 111 Li ffi mislik'ing this- a-stnitii on hi- liberty, began 
thereupon somewhat to dissemble his nalme, and so by 
little and little from his former mirth to disuse himself, 
that lii’ was of them from thenceforth, at such scasoni t 
no more so ordinarily sent for/ 1 * To his retirement it 
Chel* 1 *, however, the tinjjfdlcvt.iL him. u He used of a 
particular kyvt eo come of a sudden (o t'hdwi T and lining 
on hb shoulder, to talk with him of secret emud in Ida 
garden* yea, and iodine widi him upoti no inviting," t 
The turn for More's rfmvBnsaiion, and the ngrrnc^ 
for hi* company tlmi displayed, would Iw cnilitable to 
ihe king* if Ids behav-Lour in after time hail net converted 
ilium into t he strongest proofs of utter depravity. Even 
in Henry's favour there Htn somewhat tyrannical, and 
liis very friendship up dictatorial and self-willed* It 
wp rrurmid for Jlenry tflerwards to exhibit tlu 1 *in- 
gtilar,, and perhaps solitary , example of a man who 
wan softened by no recallectioQ of ft communion of 
council, of ituilies, of amusement^* of serial plruflfffl, 
mid who did not consider dial the remembrance of inti* 
mate friendship with such a man is Morr bound him 
[u tlic observance of common humanity, or even of 1pm 1 
justice. Iti the monienti of Henry's partiality, the 
aagaeitv of Mctv was nut so utterly blinded by Ids 
guod-ualun.% that he did ml in some degree penetrate 
ihtq the true character of caresses frtitn a beast of 
prey. 41 Whtn I sow the king walking with liim for 
an hour, holding kb arm about Ids neck* I rejoiced, 
anil sojil to air Thomas, how happy he waft whom the 
king kail so familiarly entertained* as I had never wen 
* U*trr»l-2. . - 
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him la da t a any one before* except estdinil Wbisey# 

1 1 thank our Lord, sen/ said be, s 1 find hii jifice 
my very goad bid indeed, and 1 believe ha doth u» 
iiiifl ular ly ftrew me as any Other tiubject within thm 
realm; hdwbcii* son Hoimt, I may tdl thee, 1 have aa 
(*u« to be proud thereof; for if my head would win 
him j eon tie in Fruity when there* was war between 
uj, it dwuhl not fail to go/ ,i * 

Litopfa* composed in 1516, wa* printed inoirrecily, 
perhaps ckndeitfndy* ai Paris. Erasmus* friend anil 
printer, Frnbtrn* brought out an csact edition at Baate 
in 1518, which win retarded by the expectation of a 
preface from Budde h or RuddffUi, die restorer of Greek 
learning in France* and probably ik tnaai critical 
scholar in that province uT literature on the north of 
the Alps. I t tu received with ioud applanvc by the 
scholars of France and Germany. Eros urns confidently 
flkervftl to *n intimate friend* that the second book lm^ - 
ing been written before the first, bad oceanioned eome 
disorder mil inequality of style; but bo particularly 
praised its novelty and originality, audits keen satire on 
die vices and absurdities of Europe. 

£^o important su die office of undcr-4icriff then held 
to he. that .More did not resign it till the 23d of July, 
1519+, though be bad in the intermediate time nerved 
the public til stationa of trust and honour. Ill 1521 he 
was knighted, Mid raised to the office of treasurer of tile 
exchequer J, ■ station in some sfMpectt the same with 
that of chancellor of die exchequer, who at prevent ii 


1 ■ N.qwr, ii. SSL O-onfuJhr Etui in*‘pEM lw» Henrj'i < lunclH «iUi l ife, 
ettracifm uf in runrtr. Oiwijhi b^rrm^i Un> JWnn cullet nnd 

l^nuk nude bj cKiriei V. tofarft hr ln-ahl «$f itnzcV uiurdfr. 
f L »tj H r-rorvli 

j Jji quod Hfiro ■nCukfi.H Ham H-fX *&#■ m*r £*gisa*t?m 

HiurnTt majni iVw ItehMtiUE mMMJi **Ut«+ p*ijLHi|iLi±n pontMm Ml flUn 
prLncIpL kho a I licwant Vrr hr* r+m ratal, HUrJUt di jnjuittm a4- 

knE^*£wm. Kw4d. !>fl ifel :>TH 

d " Thnn dml nutErt Wnitfi, tNHttfrf ft f iht rtchfrfUrt, irhitfc rfflW th t 
Si it if rf Ju iwi fffrtrd. irlftaKf nf arb'nf. freriy $lfH mtb -ItfTbnttku 
lr — ftoprr t n 

’The iDdDaEt Tiiftnl c*riTirUlirnrai whkfi ^lflmomiT htfwmi Ilfuttiuj uwl 
ILiiI-iTj cuuhiC Ito- fa.pla.-r.nl lAiuaiviH- than far lire- [imtuhJg umMaiUra, 
ihM± ropin snr finp-jniiLi of Hie- rn ith porkScrrm fcrtwjffi XfflFC nd Miimna 
■m vit jfrteiTri fry Stupc-r after Ehc J*uli *4 i\w immt r. 
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on his appointment to be dWgMted hy lb* adEtiticmai 
bum of uivirMramiw of the exchequer- I1 in t mi- 
nutc, bwl somewhat remafkablcj ^trolet in the l h | L ' tute 
of Trimmers, that tlw honour of kiutfilh'ud alionM be 
ippljoi of by Erasmus, if not *» of superior dignity 10 *o 
importsnt an office, at least a* observably adding to l[s 
coliseum! nee. 

f runs 151? to 1522, More wv employed at various 
liiiiftisu Bruges, in missions Like Iris fire* *“ tbe Kleim&h 
government, or at Calais in watching wul MiicilmunK 
fWfc I., wid, whom Henry end W <d*y long tJ,ought 
it convenient lo keep up friendly appearance*. To trace 
the daw of More's reluctant journey* in dre owirm.- uf the 
uninteresting attempts of politicians on both *km* *° P^ n 
or dum each other. wordd be vein, without some outline 
of tke negotiations in which he was employed, and re¬ 
pulsive to most muter, if the enquiry premised a bet^r 
Chance of a successful remit. \Voh*y appears to Imve 
occudonady appointed commissioncf* to conduct his uwn 
affairs as wed a* those of his master at Calais, where 
they received insiruetiotts frem Loudon with the greatest 
rapidity, and whew* it was eaay re manage negotiation*, 
and re shift them speedily, with Ureasela ami line* 
with the additional advantage, that it might he somewhat 
tsuier to conceal from one of those jealous courts the 
secret dealings of that of England with the other, than 
if the dcsiatchcs bad been sent dirwdj Frem London re 
the place of their destination. Of this commission More 
was oner at least an unwilling member. Erasmus, in a hi¬ 
rer re iVrer Giles on the 15 tb ol November l.,l », «!?*, 
“ More is still at Calais, of which he u heartily ured, He 
Lives with great ex^-nre, awl is engaged in !*£«» 
odious to hire. Such arc the reward* reserved by kin** tor 
their favourites." * Two year* after. More vmtes more 
Lntwrly reEnamtii, of his own residence and «Mnp*ti«*»- 
“ 1 iiiurove y-our determination never to he rewired |n 
the (may trilling of prince* ; from will ell, a* you lo. C me, 
von must Wish that [ were estreated. >ou cannot 
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imigiiie horn patnfidty [ fe*J myself plunge* in iJid^ 
fsir nothing can fc** more odious fo me than. this legation, 
I am here banished m a petty m-yowi, of which die air 
ami the earth are equally disjgmahle to me. Abhorrent 
as L [leu by tntnn frum si rife, ci m when it h profitable 
W ttl hoilit ^ l ou «■** judge bow wcniiHii it if here 
wljvre it is al[ended by \f*%' * On Mures juuim-v in 
¥ui; D iEiL^ lAiy p hehad harboured bop** of being conned 
hy seaflg Entom at Cifcfc for all the tiresome 
pageantry BcltiMi scuffle^ and paltry frauds which he 
wan to whiio&a at the congress of kings t, where More 
coultl find little to abate those splenetic view* of courts, 
J* hkfc h«iU*0((!dnttd Unrvofence hreathea in UtopU, 
In l^lj M^dsey twice vi Kited Calais during the reii- 
iLervno of More, who appw* so have then bad a weight 
in council, and a place in the royal favour, second ottly 
to those of the cardinal 

In 1523 *, a pmiiwncql was held In the middle of 
April at Westminster,, in which .More took a pm btxaour- 
ililc to Ills memory, which has Ik?ii already meiiiEun^l 
as one of the remaining fragments of his eloquence, 
but Which rannoiE be BO shortly passed oter here, 
because it waa one of those signal sets of bis life which 
ninss bw on it the afemp of bis character. Sir Job* 
ATore ? bia father, in spite of very advanced ago, was 
nanieil Jj,t tile beginning of this psriiunmH one of * she 
tners of petitions from Gaacogny/' m odire of whkfa 
™ l|LLtit ^ haii become nominal, but which stiU retained 

* NdLNS ^ramv. ^ir I'Jmm.w Mure vru choM-n by 

™ ™ K of to He their speaker. He excureil 

n ml* on the ground of alleged disability. 

* , cicu^e wus, justly pronounced to be inadmissible. 
Tlw jonnmla of parliament art lout, or at but hare not 
IKI’II printed. Thtf rails of purliAment exhibit Duly ft 
nhurt account of wh»r occurrc-l, wliUh L, aeconri^ ta 
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UIJAarisfjICtory Substitute for the deficient journals, Nut 
as the matter personally concern* sir Thorn** Mfrrc + am I 
a* the accent of it given by his tkin-in-law, then an 
In mmc in hts house, lqrw* with ihe ah Hi lament of iho 
Tolh, an far a=> the latter goes, it Ima Wn thought proper 
m this place to insert the very words of Hour's namitive. 
It may be reasonably conjectured that ihe ajOTchca of 
Mure were cupied from has manuscript by hi* pious son- 
in-Eaw + *—* f 8dth I perceive, most redoubted ^ven-dpa* 
that It lutikh'ili nut with your pleasure t» reform this 
electionj ami Cause at to L m changed* but have, by the 
mouth of the most rrrerehd father in I'iod ihe legate, 
your highness* chancellor, thereunto given your mwl 
royal Ossclkt, nlu! haw of your benignity determined far 
alive that F may bear far (hi* olKce to repute me meet* 
rather tllatl that you should mill lu impute unto yuuf 
commons that they had uckinecily chosen, 1 am ready 
obnllcmly to conform myself to the accomplishment of 
your htglinWa pleasure and commandment. In moat 
hum hie wife 1 t l ech your maj tat jr that 1 may moke to 
you two lowly petition*; the one privately concerning 
Cjysclf, the other the whole assembly of your rdlll1Tl01')K , 
house r Fur meat grvrioti* sovereign^ that if it 

iniihup mo in pixy diinp hereafter, that is, on the behalf 
of your commons in your high presence to be declared t 
to mistake my message, anil ilk lack of good utterance 
by my mishears! [n prevent or impair their prudent 
instructions, that it may then like your merct noble ma¬ 
jesty to give me leave to repair again unto the commons' 
house, am! to confer with them and take their advice 
what thing!) I shall on tluiir behalf utter and apeak before 
yuUr royal grace. 

IJ Mine other humble request., most excellent prints 
h tiki*; forasmuch as there be of your commons here by 

* TM* rcffijc-rlir™ Id Almost tilirl tkmt <3nt rum* hf ■tiil prccvlrv 
,h Sr TT^nui JUnrr nude- ra nr«Elrt& h fint pa« ric^it. Id th* kinf* high- 
iwfei. r«r lib ffiicharp tn\m ihm * he Urania mhtn \hw kunp 

fciKiSd k*c CDtwml, Hit ir-ratcr WifWfcV *M(¥ tn ftinn foUnwhif, 

It ciaim* be drwbieH, -itJWoiE li^PEls*- t* l hi- linaind anil atolaHr bum- 
|*Tr. kti4E hr *dwH bixc hu MUM to m iiiSrrfeUuus tint lWutl*Li*J *E Ibt 
*|xxct]a, nJuch KlsiaJlr follow. *rlr retopi in hw kaihk 
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your high commandment awinblcd for your parliament* 
a great number which an* after the accus-torned manner 
njjpciijjtuiI in the commons’ house to heat mid advice of 
the winroDb aflkire among themselves apart; and albeit, 
inoBt dear liege lord, that according to your moit pru* 
tie III ffdui« r by yullr hoftOu ruble writs every where do 
dared, there hath (seen aj due diligence mod in sending 
up to your highness's court of parliament the moat 
dhurm-t persons out of every quarter that men could 
esteem meet therruiitQ- Whereby it is not to be doubted 
but that there is a very substantial assembly of light 
wise, metl 7 and politique persons; yet, to0*1 victorious 
prince, *ilh among so many wise men, neither is every 
mail wise alike, nor Among so many alike wdl willed, 
every man well spoken; and it often hap[»eih dint ns 
much folly is uttered with painted polished speech, wo 
many boisterous and rude in Language give right 
substantial counsel: and aith also in roattm of great 
importance, the mind is often so occupied in die mnu 
ter, that a mail rather itudietb what to say than hour; 
by reiuon whereof the wbeit man and best spoken 
in a whole country fortuneth, then his mind is fervent 
in the matter, somewhat to speak in such wise as bo 
would afterwards wish to have been UEtcml otherwise, 
and yet no worse will hail when be tipake it than he had 
when he would so gladly change it. Therefore, most 
gracious sovereign, considering that in your high court 
of parliament is nothing treated hut matter of weight 
and importance concerning your realm, and your own 
royal estate, it could not fait to put to silence from the 
giving of their advice and counsel many of your discreet 
commons, to the great hindrance of your rnmnwni affairs, 
unh» every one of your Mrfdmotia were utterly dis¬ 
charged from nil doubt and fear how any thing that it 
should happen them to speak, should happen of your 
highness to be taken. And in this point, though your 
well-known and proved benignity putteth every man in 
good hope; yet ouch is the weight of the mailer, mth 
is the reverend dread that the timorous hearts of your 
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natural subjects route!re towards ynur highness, our 
most redoubted king giid undoubted nrerdgJb that they 
cannot in this point lin«l themselves satiiJW, except your 
gTICLOU* bounty therein declared |mt 4 way the #ffU[^ or 
tbdr amorous mi mis, an d pu t them out of doubt. 11 may 
therefore like your most abundant grace to give to all your 
commons here raembkd your most grtrious licence and 
pardon freely* Titkut doubt of your dreadful dkpba* 
mire, every man to discharge hi* conscience, and bobtly 
in erery thing incident among ua to decLare his advice; 
ami whatsoever happeucth any man to say, that it may 
like your noble rruyeHty 3 of your inesiiniahle goodness, to 
take all in good pari, interpreting every inau'n words* 
how uncunningly soever they may be couched, lo pro¬ 
ceed yet of good seal towards the profit of your irdm* 
and honour of your royal person; and the prosperous 
estate mad preservation whereof most excellent wveteign* 
ia die thing which wc all, your m ajesty a humble loving 
^uigecEs^ icronling To tike mo*st bonmbti duty of our ni~ 
tuml alkgiiBw* most highly desire and pray Tor.’’ 

This speech* the subbtacice of which is in the mil* 
denominated the protect, is confutinablt to funner usage* 
and die model of speeches made since that time ilk tJlH 
like dreumatanrett. \Ylmt follows is more singular, and 
not easily TccontiSol with the intimate connection then 
subsisting between the speaker and the government* 
especially with die cardinal: — 

ft At this parliament cardinal Wolacy found himself 
much aggrieved with the burgesses thereof; for that no¬ 
thing was so Boon done or spoken therein, huf that it was 
immediately blown abroad in every alehouse. It foriurud 
at diat parliament a eery great subsidy tn be dmiandodj 
which the cardinal* fearing would not pasi Aw rominona 
house* determined, for die furtherance thereof, in lw 
there present himself* Before where coining, aftor long 
debating dicrc. whether it was belter but with a few of 
hi* lord#, as the most opinion of the house waJ, or with 
hks whole train myall V to receive him ; H Master#, qtlOth 
air Thomas More, 1 farunnuch as my lord cardinal Ijtcly* 
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ye wot well, laid lo our charge the lightness of trar 
tongues for things uttered out of this h-duNt, It diall not 
in my adud Ik 1 amiss io reedve him wish all hist pomp, 
with hjN m*ce§ } lib piLlarn T hi- poll-axes, har r and 
aral t fj o : m ihe intern, that if lie Hnd the like fault 
with us hereafter, we ttiay Ik the bolder from ourselves 
tii' lay the blame on those whom Mb grace bringedi hert 
with him/ Whemmio the ImuRe wholly agreeing, he 
Kay rfCei fld accordingly, Whine after he had, by I ft£U 
leuin nniibn, by miny teaaotw, proved how hecesury it 
way the demand then moved to be granted, and farther 
ahowpd that htw would out sme to maintain the princes 
l-uirptw ■ he seeing the company tutting still silent, and 
thereunto nothing Mattering, and r tubtrary to hi* es- 
pectmtion, fihowinjj; in themselves tomrdm his request no 
Inwardness of indinadon, ftaid Id thon l 1 Masters. you 
have many wist and learned men amongst yon, and sith 
J am from die king's own person sent hitherto unto yn \i f 
to the preservation of y$u delves and of all die realm, J 
think it meet you give me some reasonable answer/ 
H hem every man holding his peace, then lagan to 
speak to one master Martivy t afterw&nis lord Miroej; 
f How Bay you/ quoth he T 4 muter Mamey?' who 
making him im answer neither, he severally anted the 
name question of divers other*, accounted the Wisest of 
die company; to whom, when none of [hem ail would 
givi! to much ss one word, being agreed before, as die 
eunrym was, to give iMwer by their speaker; * MmrteiSL, 1 
ljuodi the Cardinal, r unless it Lie the manner of your 
hoLi^ r u of likelihood it h 9 by the mouth of your 
speaker, whom you have chosen for trusty and wise" ( M 
indeed he is) h in aucli casts to niter your minds, hem ii p 
without doubt, a marvelously obstinate silence/ uul 
thereupon he required answer of Mr. Speaker; who first 
rcmenliy^ an hi* knees, excusing ihe silence of the 
house, abashed at the presence of *o nobJe a personage, 
able m imite the wisest and best learned in a realm, 
arid then, by many probable argument, proving that fur 
them to make answer w w neither expedient nor agreeable 
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-with the ancient liberty of the house j in conclusion for 
liiiuH-if, showed, that though they bail all with their 
voices trust'd ftnm # yet except every one of them cauld 
[ius Into- his own head their several witR b he alone in *o 
weighty a master wju* unmeet to mate his grate atLswer. 
1^7iemipor> the eunlmul, dlsplcss^ with rir Thomas 
More, that had not in tin* pa/liarnent In all thing? sal 
fled his tlestro, suddenly arose and departed, 11 * 

This deserres aiSentim as a specimen of the 

mild in depend cum and quiet stuadinett of More h cha¬ 
racter. and also xs a proof how he perceived she strength 
which she commons had gained hy the power of die 
purse. which wa* lEuily and rileudy growing, and which 
could be disturbed only by euch m unseasonable nhow of 
an immature authority a* might too soon fcwre ruined tile 
crown to resistance* It is one among many itifiianccB of 
the progress of the influence of parliatneEit* in the midst 
of their apparently indiscriminate ffubmmiuii, mil It 
affiml- a pregnant proof that we must not intimate the 
&jn‘rit of our forefathers by the humility of their de- 
tncfitiuilr. 

The Tender wiU observe how nearly the eumpk of 
?dore was followed by a succeeding s|i«tter F compare- 
lively of no distinction, hut in drcumatnnceH far more 
memorably in die answer of Lenshall to Chaules 1-j 
when that unfortunate prince fame to she house of swo- 
mons En arrest five leading members of dial assembly, 
who li*d incurred hin displeasure. 

There is another point from which these early reporta 
of parlimmcnlary speeches may be viewed, and from 
which it la curious to consider iheiu- They heiatig to 
that critical moment in the history of our language when 
il wp forming a prose style ,—a wri [ten diction adapted 
to grave and important oceaslonfu in the passage just 
quoted, there are about twenty wards and phrases (wmie 
of them | it i pl true, used more than once) which would 
not now be employ kL &«nc of them m ^hadra, 
such aa ** lowly," where we say humble *' cusu- 
' Ibpr, p. ML 
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pmj" for “ * house of parliament-” ** aimp]ctitfE$, M 
far "simplicity,* 1 widi a deeper tinge of folly chnn 
tile single word now ew his ; "right," then used 
as a general sign of the superlative, where we wy 
c< Very/" or ^ moatj" 11 reverend/' for H reverent/' or 
* f reverential/' " If It midinp me/ if it should mi hap¬ 
pen, u ID mishap hi me/' u ii often hap|H?lh/* are in¬ 
stance* of theemployment of the verb +< tap" for happen, 
or of a conjugation of i}\§ former, which has fallen nito 
irtecoteribie disuscr A phra.se was tlien bo frequent aa 
to beeomc, indeed, dip estabiished mode of commencing 
vi address to * niperktf, in which die old va% 

™ It may lilec/ 1 or " It may please your Majesty/' when? 
modern language absolutely rqlum ug to ttj, * H May 
it please/' by a slight in version of the words retained, 
blit With the exclusion nf (he word " Site" in that KfflW 
himiLLnm u Let" is sksci! for iJ hionkr," as is mill the 
raw til BQtBC public form s , am] in I he excellent Torsion 
of die Scripture:?. (i Well Willed" IS .a happy phrase 
lost to the language except on familiar occasion* widi a 
smile, or by a mailer in the art of combining words. 
Perhaps Hi cmiblc me/‘ for “ give me by your counts- 
nance die ability which 1 h&re mot, 4 " la the only phrase 
which savoxin of awkwardness or of harsh effect id the 
OJtcdlcnt KpCalicr. Tile whole passage is a mnarfcahk 
osainplc of the almost imperceptible difference* which 
mark various stages ip die progress of A language- Ill 
jicVeral of the above instinct* Wc nee a sort of cuhietit 
for admission into die language between two phrase ex- 
iremcly riinllu r oml yet a victory which excluded one of 
diem aa rigidly as if the distinction hail bten very wide, 
Every case when subsequent usage has altered or ru- 
jE-dtfll words or phrases must be regarded nn a sort of 
national verdict, which is necc^ardy fallowed bytheirdi*- 
friuiihi i»eiiicn l They have no longer any claim on the 
English language, oilier than lhat which may be po*, 
HjMfll hy all alien suppliant* for natiirali ration. Such 
example should warn a writer, desirous to be lastingly 
read, of the danger which attends new words, or very 
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Hew acceptation! of those which are eatihliibcdj or evat 
of Attempts to revive those which are altogether mper- 
anmuited. They ibow in the of rarest light that the 
kfimcil itiil the idgar parts of language, being those 
which are moat liable to change, «® unfit materials for 
a eluralik style, and they teach US to loot to thou, warily 
which form the far larger portion of ancient b well n* 
of likotlem language, that "well of Enghdi uudefiled/ 
which bos been happily resorted to from More m 
Cowpety ils being proved by the unimpeachable evidence 
of that long usage to fit tike rest of <wr apeeda more per¬ 
fectly p and to flow mors easily clear]y, anil sweetly, in 

our L’uinjmsitiuii. 

KriiHuiLLi tells m ilkai VVuIsey rather feared thin 
liked .More. When the short frcdon of parliament w&a 
doMrilpWalstiv^ in liiit jjallfry of VYTl iteha!L p said to More, 
ft I nidi in i?od you had been at Homey Mr. More* when 
l nude you speaker."™" Your grace not offended r ec 
would l loo* my lord/ replied sir Tbouwa; il for then 
hhuidd ] hare mvn die place 1 long have desired to 
vbqt." # More turned the ronvearsation hy saying that 
he liked this gallery better limn the cardinal a At I lamp* 
ton Court- Hut the cardinal secretly brooded over his 
revenge, which he tried to gratify by banishing More* 
under tin- name of an anhu»i[or to Spain, lie tried 
to eflect his purpose hy magnifying die learning amt 
wi^lam of Mure, Ida peculiar fitness for a conciliatory 
adjustment of the difficult matter* which were at x»fic 
between t\m king and his kinsman the emperor- The 
king suggested thU proposal to Mow, who, conridmng 
the unntitableut'SR of the Spanish climate to his eonsii- 
tutLpn, and perhaps suspectirg Wolaey of sinister pur¬ 
poses* earnestly hewught Unify not to send his faithful 
servant to his grave. The king, whu also suspected 
W obey of being actuand hy jfdousy, answered^ "Ft 
is not our meaning, Mr. Mure, to do you any hurt ; but 
to do you good we should be glad. Wc shill therefore 
employ you otherwise/* t £ir Thomas More could boast 

* jtof«r,fL:ai + u^p-ai with s im*u * 
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that h a had never asked the king the value of a penny 
for himself. (In the S.^th of December, ]5%5* 3 ibe 
king appointed him chancellor of she duchy of Lancas¬ 
ter, ilh spmsfidf of air Attthony Wingfield; an office of 
ilignity mid profit which More continued to hold for 
nearly three yetis. 

In ihc sum inor nf l£S7,Wolaey went on Mi mugnifl- 
cent embassy to France,- in which Marc anil other offi¬ 
cers of fliate were joined with Iiirnu On thlii occasion 
the main, (hough secret object of Henry wu to pave the 
way for a divorce from queen Catharine* with a view to 
a marriage wish Anne Holey ei* a young beauty wlto had 
been hrrd at die French court* where her father, dr 
Thomas BoEeyn, created earl of Wduddre. bad been re- 
posted! y in 11 htp-sadof. 

On their journey to the coast, lVtilicy winded arch¬ 
bishop Wirebun ami bishop Fisher mi the important 
hchi wlib which be was InimjftoL Wsd^tnij an 
estimable and amiable prelate, appears to have intimated 
that his opinion was favourable to Henry'* pursuit of a 
divorce, t Fisher* bishop of Horhestcr, m aged and 
upright man, promised Wblsey iliac he should do or 
say nothing hi the matter, nor in any way counsel the 
queen* except what *iood with Henry 1 a pleasure; for/ h 
flild he, w though she lie queen df ids realm, vtfl he 
acknowEedgeih you lo be his sovereign lord 1 1 f aa if 
the rank or authority of the panics had any concern 
with the duty of honestly giving counsel where it is 
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given ac adL The overbearing department of Wolity 
probably DiiTivd both these good prelates. Wokey 
understood them In the manner must suitable to hit 
purpose ; and, confident lhat bo fihflllid by *Otne Inulis 
finally gam them, he probably coloured very highly 
their language in bis commtiuiaiiioii to Floiry f whom 
be hud just lh.-foiu displeased by unexpected smiplw* 
But ms there pro no Cranes k haven to ns of to ictivr part 
taken by More in tiki's negocifttionj it is proper to re- 
mm to what concermd him more nearly. Jt wu* pe- 
ner&lly believed. that More and Fisher bad corrected the 
tninitsrnpt of liujry'.H answer to Luther. Jt Is certain 
that the propensity of the king to theological dinrusiiotta 
constituted one of the ]JtiLn of bii intimacy with More, 

As MWi writings against the Lutherans were of 
gnefli note in his own that, u they wete probably 
those of Ilk works on which he exerted the most tcuitv 
ti^h aruE employed most knowledge, it would be wrong 
to pm i t alt meuthn of them in aii estimate’ of his mind, 
or as proof* of his disposition, They contain many 
anecdotes which throw considerable light on our cede* 
arias tkal history during the first prosecution of protei- 
tants F or T as they were then called, Lutherans, under the 
oEJ statuses agamst Lolkrds in the period which extended 
from 15SO to 1532 ; and they do not seem Ip have been 
enough eMiEniiiL-il with ihit view by the liktorkiks or 
the church. 

Hut our concern with them fa now only m they ufTm 
More* Legal re^pmndbilhy r in a welLcmniLtutuI mm- 
tnOnwcalgi* reaches ro all the avowed advkcni of the 
government, and to all these whose concurrence is neecs* 
wy io die validity of its command*. Hut morel re¬ 
spond bib ty k usually or chiefly confined Us the aciuaJ 
authors of a measure. To them general opinion a I iota 
cuRitniendaiion nr hkmo. It li true, that when a pus cm- 
wait lull Attained A stale of lnurr than Usual ri'gularity, 
the fedinga of mankind become so weli adapted io it, 
that men are held to be evt-n morally rv^kOtuiibk fur 
Muctloningj by a base continuance is office,, the tsad 
TOI* U K 
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policy which cnay be known not is originate until them- 
kIvce. These refinements however, utiItiwh in 

the reign of Henry V1IL The ajlmimjjtrArion was 
carried on under ih t [h rnomal direction of the monarch, 
who fifEitrnlly admitted Ohe conEdentill Stmtit only 
iiitn his ino»l Mtfti raunsdu; and all the other mini- 
whatever chrir tank might be F commonly candncd 
their attention to the business of their own office. or to 
ibr esc-ctuion of special commands intrusted to them, 
TIiij system was probably carried to its utmost height 
tinder ao self-willed a prince its Henry, ami by so tlpnri- 
tlMing a minister os Wobey. Although there can be 
no doubt tjim More, as a pri vy-cminstdjor, attended and 
co-operated at the examination nf the unfortunate Lu¬ 
theran*. his conduct in that ronpeet was regarded by his 
oonteiujicimries u little more than the enforcement of 
orders which he could not lawfully decline to obey. The 
opinion [lint those who disapprove are bourn I to (vdgn p 
is of very modem origin, and still not univemah 
cially if fidelity is a party be not called in Is its Aid. [n 
the time of Henry, a mimsier was not thought even 
codded is resign. The fact of hi* attendance, indeed, 
appears in his controversial writings, especially hy his 
lULywer to Tyndil, printed in 1532, by John Retail, the 
second printer sf note in England, who married Klim- 
betb K the lister of sir Thomas, It in. not equitable Is 
treat him as effectively and morally, m well m legally, 
Ulswenible for TnOAJrtlres of state, till the removal of Wo U 
soy, nnd the delivery sf the great seal into bis own hands. 
The injustice of considering these transaction in any 
other Light appears from the srajEu^tan^, thnr though 
he was joined with H oliey in the splendid embassy to 
France in loSTj there is no renson is suppose that 
Ma^ waa inirustcd with the secret and tmrin purpose 
of die eiubasfty, — (hat of facilitating a divorce and a 
second marriage. Hia rMporudbiity, ui its mn*t im¬ 
portant and only parties! part, must Ik- contracted to 
the short time which extern!* from the 25th of October, 
15^9, when he was appointed chancellor, to the itith of 
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Ma>% 1when be was removed fram hi* office, not 
much more tluin two yeans and a half.* Even within 
tb™ narrow limits ii must be remembered, iliac he 
found the BJ's (cm of persecution established, Hid lift 
machinery in a stMe of activity. The prelates, like 
motiL gther prelates in Europe, did their part in convict¬ 
ing the proU'itanii of LiiUardy in the spiritual raiut*, 
who were the competent judge* of that dFcncr. l)ur 
means of determining whit excemions far Lotiaady (if 
any) look place when ftlore had a decisive ascendant in 
the royal Connells. are my imperfect, If it were cer¬ 
tain that he ru the adriOT of such executions, it would 
□nij follow that he executed one part of the criminal 
Uw, without approving 14 a* succeeding judge* hare 
certainly done in cases of fraud and theft* where they 
iio more approved the punishment qf death than the 
Author of Utopia might bare clone in its application to 
hmay* If die program of civilisation be not checked, 
we seem not fjtr from the period when such capital 
punishments will appear as hide ranriatent with hu„ 
inanity, and Indeed with justice,, as the burning of 
heretics now appears to us. Mare himself deprecates 
«n appeal to his Writings ami tliase of his friend Erasmus, 
innocently ink 1 Tided hy them, hoi abused by mc^ndiarics, 
to inflame the fury of the ignorant multitude. + lf .Men/ 1 
«yi be (illtiding evidently w Utopia), * cannot almost 
now R,|tcnk of such thing* insomuch as to play, but thnf 
such evil bearers were a great deal die worse/'—I 
would not now translate the Gloria of Era-mms, even 
mtnc Tflrks that 1 myself have written ore tills, into 
English, olbdt there be none harm therein/ - It is evi¬ 
dent that the two philosophers, who found all their lair 
vision* dispelled by noise and violence, deeply felt the 
injustice of citing against ihein, as a proof of inconaut- 
cneyv dint they departed freon the pleasantries, dm gay 
dreams, m most ih* fnml speculation*, of their early 
day** when they saw that humic** viiions turned into 
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weapon * of destruction in the blood-stained hands of the 
boors of Saxony, uud. of ihc ferocious fanatics of Mun¬ 
ster. The virtuous love of peace might he more pre- 
Talent in More ; the Epicurean desire of personal ea*e 
predominated more in EraarmiK, But belli fffhfj doubtless 
from euinmeistlible or excusable duie^ incensed against 
chow odious- disciples, who tioW; " vritlk no friendly 
voice/ 1 invoked their authority against (jhciuselvetk 
If p bwercr, we examine the question on ihc grounds 
of jiosiiive testimony, it U impossible to appeal to a wit¬ 
ness of mors wdgbt than Emmy*. “ Jt ia/‘ said be, 
w a Hufftcacnl proof of his clemency p that while he was 
chancellor no man was pm t a death for these p^tiboi 
dogmas.,, while so many have suffered capital punishment 
for :Ill-]] 3 in Frame, hi tkrnmhy, and lit the Nether¬ 
lands," * The only charge* against him on this subject, 
which are adverted sn hy himself, relate to minor seve¬ 
rities ; but as these may Sn.- marks of more cruelly than 
the mflLcihm of death, let us listen on this subject to the 
wonla of the merciful and righteous man.t 

(t Divers of them have *aid that of such m were In my 
house when I was chancellor, i used to examine them 
with torments, causing them to he bound to a tree in my 
garden, and there plrtouslv beaten. Except their sure 
beeping, 1 never did else cause any such thing tube done 
unto any of the heretics in all my life, except only twaint 
one wai. a child and a servant of mine in mine own house, 
whom his father, ere he came to me, had nursed up in 
such matter#:, and set him to attend upon tieorgr Jay. 
This Jay did leach the child his ungracious heresy against 
ihc blessed Mcmmcnl of the altar; which heresy this child 
hi my house began to leach another child-. And upon 
llu.1 point I wustil a &LTTEU!t of mine to itrip llim like a 
child before mine household, for amendment of himself 
and cnsmiipic of others.'—“ Another was otic who, after 
he trad fallen into these frantic heresies, soon fed into 
pldin qpdt frenzy: alljcit liisl tic IlillL liecn in I mllnm , 
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ami afterwards by beating; mid Dorreefcion ^asIlCtCi! hi h 
remembrance* ; being therefore set at liberty, hia obi 
frcnsicii fell aj^ln into lib head, ileiiip; informed of his 
relapse, 1 eau-y.il him to be taken by the 6cuiMf*foI*< and 
boundtn to a tire in die street before die whole town, 
«nl ihcrtltripod him till bewixed weary* Verily, find 
tie thanked, 1 hear no harm of him now. And of all who 
over nmt in my hand for heresy, as lidp me fiod* else 
had never any of them any stripe or stroke given them, 
ao jwm-Jfi ait tijiifip hi thr funk ra-tf."' "t 

This statement,. no ndnuu?, so easily confuted, if In any 
part false, wai made paWie after his fall from power* 
when he was surroujideii by enemies and could have no 
friends but the gonrrou*- It relate# rircuinstiineEi of 
public notoriety, -or at least to known to all bi* own 
borachold (from which it appears dut pm tot am ser¬ 
vants went not excluded), which it would hare been 
rather a proof of insanity ihui of imprudence to bam 
alleged in bis defence, if they had not I cm indisputably 
and confessedly true. Wherever he touches this subject, 
there h a quietness amt a circumstantiality* which are 
among the but equivocal marks of a man who adhere* 
to the temper most favourable to the truth, beanie tie is 
condemns that the truth ii favourable to him.* Without 
relying therefore, on the character of More fur probity 
and veracity (which it U derogatory iobim to employ for 
such a purpose), the evidence of hit humanity living 
prevailed over his opinion decisively outweighs the little 
positive testimony produced again&t him. The dunge 
against More rent* originally on Fox alone, from whom 
it is copied by Burnet, and with considerable hesduiiiun 
by Strype. But the honest Tnartymli5gist writes too 
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inmccur^tely to be i weighty witness in ibis ease : for be 
toils, ys that Firth was put to death in June 15S3 F and 
yet ini putoa it to More, who hid resigned his office i 
year before. In the case of .lames Hiynhnm, he only 
suys that the secured wsm chained to two post* for two 
nJ^hta In More a house, at acjirte not ppOdfiid iHsUflCCof 
time before bis execn don. 

Hornet,, who hud Lrdmlttd Utopia into English, in 
mentioning the extreme toleration taught in thu work, 
truly observe*, tlilC if More hid tiled it the likne of its 
publication, '* he would have been reckoned among (hose 
who only Win led a. fit opportunity of declaring LliLiiiM.'lteg 
openly for a nfonnituiL" * The bame sincere and up- 
right writer wan too iudoua fop an historian, when he 
added f< Whm More wan rai red to the chief post in 
the ministry, he became a persecutor cim to blood, and 
defiled these hands which were never polluted with bribes.* 
In excuse for the tats! KiJence of like honest bishop re¬ 
specting t ho opposite testimony of More himself (of 
whom Burnet speak* even then with reverence)* the 
reader muHt be reminded that the third volume of the 
History of like Reformation w«a written in the old age of 
the bishop of Salisbury, thirty yean niter those mart labo¬ 
rious rescajehea ? which attended the oQmpwdtion of the 
two former volume*, and under the intitieruv of rliose 
animosities against the Roman catholic church, which the 
conspiracy of t[UCOfi Anne'* Fit I minister* against tile re¬ 
volution had revived with more than their youthful rigour. 
It mujt be owned that he from like o m pmencement ac_ 
ijuicsml too lightly in the allegations of Fox; and it ii 
certain, that if the fact, however deplorable* bad breu 
better pnjvcdj yet in that age it would not have war¬ 
ranted such asperity of condemnation, t 

* fttmirt. Hl*t nfltrfm* iH, pmjt L p i5. Ijn.!. ]«l 
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The ilate of tin? work In which More denies the charge, 
and challenges his iccwn to produce their proofs, would 
Lave roused the attention of Burnet if he had read it 
This bouk, mi titled <* The Apology of SirThomin Max'* 
was written in I5SS, 41 if Ur he had given over tiiedHce 
of lord ehanedlffir/' and when he wu k daily expect¬ 
ation of being committed lo the Tower. Defenfidw 
mul obuffltifflii as he then wu, no man was hardy enough 
to dispute liis truth, Fax was the tlnst who* thirty yearn 
afterward*, ventured to Ojifm il in a vague statement, 
which we know to be in some respects inaccurate j and 
oti this slender authority alone ha* rested ffuefa on im¬ 
putation on the veracity of the mosi sincere of men. 
Whoever reads lhe Apology will pr reave, from the 
toEdaneholy inpnratmHi with which be speaks of the 
growing unpopularity of hi» religion in the court and 
country, Eh®! he could not have hoped to escape tx- 
jkwuit’ if it had been then possible to tpcstion Ida 
dedaratiom * 

On the whole, then. More mmt not only be absolved ; 
but when we consider ih&t his dmimutntiod occurred 
during a hot paroxysm of pcraccution; that inttderttttt 
was ibs creed of hi* ago; that he hitnielf, in Ilia days of 
compliance and ambition F had been drawn over to it ai 
a theory ; tint ho vu filled with ai®™ and horror by 
the excesses of die heretical imtugaits in Germanywe 
must pronounce lutn h by his ibstiiiuifli from any prac¬ 
tical slum: in it, to have given stronger proofs than any 
other man, of a repugnance to that execrable practice, 
founded on ihs unshaken basis of hi® natural humanity. 

The fourth book of More's Uiulugur f exhibits a lively 
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picture of the horror witli wlikh the cKcefsci of the it- 
iortticn hail filled the mind of this guqd whose 
justice and even humanity were disturbed, so far at least 
as to betray Eij in into a bitterness of hmgu«gcsDi] harsh¬ 
ness of opinion foreign from his general temper. The 
events themselves are, it mu*t be owned, sufficient to 
jim rake the meekest,, to appal the firmest of men. ip The 
temporal lonld," he tells us, ** wort gla A to hear the cry 
the clergy; (he people were glad to hear it again.it 
the clergy ind the lords too. They rebelled first against 
ah abbots and after against a bishop. wherewith the tem- 
pond lords had good game and upon, ami iRsietnUad 
tho matter, gaping after tifcc lands of Lhc spirituality, till 
llrey had alrnoti played, m JEcop icLEuah of the dpg ? 
which h to snatch at the Khudow of the cheese iu she water, 
lei fall and tost the cheese which he bare in his mouth. 

u The upbnriish Lutherans set upon the temporal JoFtls; 
limy slew JO t O(K\ Lutherans In otic mi miner, and mV- 
dued the remnant in that part of Ahnaync luio a right 
miserable eenkude. Of this sect «u the great part* 
of tinse ungracious people which of Late tutored ttumc 
wiih the duke of Ilourbon/* The description of the 
horrible crimes perpetrated on that occuiofi in so dis- 
gusiing in same of iti particular*,, ns m lie unfit for the 
decency of historical o ana live. One specimen will mU 

iice ± which, considering the constant intercourse between 
England and Rome* u not unlikely to have been related 
to More by nu eyewitness :—*' Some took children arid 
bound ihens to torches, olid brought them gradually nearer 
to ill? fire Ed lie runstL-d, while fijr fathers and mothers 
Were looking on, and then began to sjieik of a price for 
tiic sparing of the children; asking first 100 ducat*, 
then fiiE-ia 40, then H t List offers! to take twain’ 
aftiT fiu5y hid taken the list ducat from iIlc father then 
would they let the child roast lo death/' This wicked- 
n^fl (Mure contended) was the Frngt of LuiWs doctrine 
of predestination ; ■■ f for what good deed can a man iiudy 
or labour to do, who beheveth Luther, that he hath no 
* A TiAlmltju^rfatiaiL 
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fire will of his own.” 1 * If the world were not near 

jin *adj niwl die fervour of devotion almost quenched, it 
could never have come to pass that so many people should 
fall to the following of so beastly a fleet,'" He urge* at 
very great length, and with great Ability, the tendency 
of belief in dmtiny to overthrow- morality; anil represents 
it a* an opinion of which; on account of m incompftti- 
bdliEy with the order of wesety, the civil magistrate may 
lawfully puniah die promulgation j little tvirc how de¬ 
cisively experience was about to confute such reasoning, 
however B|»eeiDLii ± by the sample* of nationi. who^ 
though their whole religion was founded on predestin- 
fllLori, Were, iwvcrdielctfa, the most moral portion of min* 
irind+t * + The fear " says More, |E of tmtroge* and mis- 
chiefs to follow upon such heresies, with the proof that 
men have had in some countries thereof have bura the 
cause that princes Ami people have been constrained to 
punish heresies by a terrible death ; ibnm else more 
easy ways bad been taken with them. If the heretics 
had never begun with violence, good chriflian people had 
pemil i eEfciu re used less violence against them: while they 
forhire violeMeCj there was li ttle v Lulenco done unto them. 

* JJy my soul/ quoth your friend *, * I would, all the 
world wtTf agreed to Like violence And compulsion away, 

* And BOOtli/ said l« * if it wore u>, yet would God be 
too strong for bis enemies/ In answer, he faintly 
attempts to distmgtii-h the of pftgatts, who may bo 
tolerated, m order to induce them eo tolerate Christiana, 
from tbit of heretics, from which no such advantage was 
to be obtained in exchange; a.distinction, fanwcvcx, which 
dbuppeaitd as soon as the supposed heretic* leqimcd 
supreme power, Ai list, however, he concludes with a 
sentence which sufficiently intimates die inclination of 
hi? judgment, ami shows dot lua ancient opinion? atill 
prevailed in. list? midst of fear and abhorrence, Anti 
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yelp si 1 &aid in the beginning, rwjvCT were they bv any 
ternporaE punishment of their bodies any thing- iliuply 
huEkdled liu they began to be violent Lhcmwlv^' 1 It id 
evident that his mind misgave him when he appeared to 
assent to intokrtnee an a principle; for other* Lie iherc 
no r^flBon for repeatedly relying on the defence of 
society against aggression a* its justificjnkm. His eU 
lenee r how ercr, respetiing the notorious fact, that [-usher 
strained every tkerre to nuppresu the German insurgents, 
caEi never be excused by tin? wphistry which ascribe* to 
all reformers the evil done by these who abuse their 
Haines It wad Edo much to say lhaE Luther should not 
have uttered what be believed to be sacred and ijecessiry 
truth, because adUoen loot occaritm from it to sereeu 
their tmd (icciis. This cottlrovendjil Artiticfj however 
gros&Iy unjmitj it yet bo plausible and popular,, that per¬ 
haps no polemic ever hud virtue enough to remi the 
temptation of employing iL AV hat other controversial¬ 
ist can be named, who^ having the power to truah w* 
lagonista whom he viewed as the disturbers of (he quiet 
of bis own declining age, the def troyere of all the hopes 
which he had cherished for mankind, consented himself 
with severity of language (for which he humbly excuses 
himself in hia ri Apology/" in acme mann a dying 
Work,) aitd with one mutinee of unfair inference against 
opponent! who were too zealous to be merciful 

In the autumn of im# More reEumed from Vam- 
bny , where be hail beeti once more joined in commission 
with hii friend TuusudJ jm anbandw id the emperor. 
i(e pud a visit to like court, then at Woodstock. A 
pH vate letter written from court to his wife* on Oceanian 
of hl mishap at home, which ii inserted io aEfunE a Hide 
glimpse into (be taufeqgtfmi of his mo*t homely con- 
ernia, and specially as a specimen of Eiii regard for « 
deserving woman, who was, probably T too 4i coarsely 
klmV even to hate inspired liim with tendcm«*. a 
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« Mijtress Alyte* in my most harty wilhl recomend me 
to you. Andwhereaj 1 am enfouminJ by my son limn 
uf ihir |y*i of pm barney and PUT naphbpure als& f W 1 lli 
the cptnc that was therein, albeit (lairing GckL & pleasure) 
it k gret pitic of ao much good come k^t 7 yet sitli it haili 
LiM hycri tu scml m lueh a rhiuec, we must Eaiu 
hounden, not only to be content, hut aka in be glad of 
his visitation. He Mint dj all that we hive last; und 
lilb he hath by such a chime taken it away sgainc, his 
pleasure be fulfilled* Let os never grudge &mt* but 
hike it in pood worth, and hartely thank him, as wdl 
for advenri&e, u for prosperity And par adventure we 
have inure eitkie to thank Inin for our losse, thin for our 
winning For hte wtaedom better sreth what is good 
for tiH then we do oiir=dvou Therefore I pray you be 
of good checre, ami take all the howsold with yon to 
church, and there thank God both for that he hath given 
u*, and for tliat he ha* loft u*. which if it please hym* 
he can increase when he will. And if it please him to 
leave m yet Irssf, at bys pleasure k it- I praye you to 
make Eotne good enaearehe what iwy poor neighbours 
have loftte, and biddr them take no thought therefore, 
and if I ahold not leave in pelf a apone* there ahull tu> 
poore neighbour of mine here no lusse by any clunec 
iiapprit\l b my house, I pray you be with toy children 
and household merj in God. And devise somewhat 
with your friends* what way wer best to take, for pro¬ 
vision to k made for come for our household an it for 
aede ihp yere coming if ye thinke it good that we keepe 
the ground still in our Landes And whether ye think 
it good y l we so shall tto or ml 9 yet 1 think it were 
nut beat sodenlye thus to leave it all up T and to put 
away our folk of our farmc, till we have somewhat 
advised us thereon, fbvleit if we have mote nowe 
than ye shall neede, and which can get the other gftalaiera? 
p may then discharge us of them* But I would not 
that any man wer todcnly sent away he mote nere 
wether. At my coming hither, 1 perceived none other, 
but that I ahold tary itkl with the kipges grace. But 
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now I F.1in.I] (I think) h because of thiB c hian b fj get km 
ihift uexi welc to entne home wd h joti ; and then 
shall we furtlicr devise together u^n all ihingrs, what 
order shall be best to take : and thus as Iknrtdy fare you. 
well with all our diUdnai as you cmn wiabe. Ai Wood- 
stok the thirde daye of Scptembtfl, by the hand of 
il Your loving husband, 

“ Tunuaj More, Knight.” 

A new stent now opened on More, of whose private 
life die above simple letter enables i is, to form no lnadi> 
qu&te or xinpleasing estimate, On the 25tti of October 
J 529, sixteen days after the eommencemeni of Lhe pro¬ 
secution against U"o3se j , the ting, by deli vc ring the great 
«eal 10 him at Green with* eon&tUutird trim Ion! chan- 
Gellor* the highest dignity of the state ami of tlae law + 
which had been generally held by ecclesiastics.* A 
very summary Recount of the nature of iliii high office 
may perhaps prevent some confusion respecting it among 
those who know it only in its present state. The office of 
chancellor waa known to nil (he European gevoumenti*, 
who borrowed it t SlLe many other institutions, from the 
osage of the vanquished Homans. In those of England 
and Franco, which most resembled cadi other, and whose 
history is most familiar ami most interesting to tut; the 
chancellor, whose office: had been a conspicuous dignity 
under tlte lower em pire, was originally a weremy who de¬ 
rived a great part of bit consequence from the trust of hold- 
mg the king'* teal, the substitute for subscription under 
illiterate monarch*, and the stamp of legal authority in 
more cultivated titnrs. From lua conaiant access to the 
king, he acquired every where some authority in the cases 
which were the frequent subject of complaint to the 
crown. In France, be became jl minister «f stale widi a 
peculiar superintendence over courts of justice, and some 
remains of a special jurisdiction, which continued till the 
down fail of the French monarchy. In the English 
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chancellor wore gradually united the characters of a legal 
magistrate and a political adviser \ and ante that time 
the office has been; confined to lawyers in eminent 
nractirt. He has been presume! to bate a due reverence 
for (lie lav, as well “ a familiar acquaintance with It, 
ami his prMonrtund weight in the counsel* of a fiw 
d?inniutiweii!tii have bttn r^ankil as link* which hint! 

the state to the law. L 

One of the earliest hunches of the chancellor s duties 
seem*, by slow degrees, to hare enlarged his jurisdiction 
to tile extent which it reached in modem times.’ Front 
the chancery issued tliosc writs which firet put dm ma¬ 
chinery of law in motion in every ease where legal re- 
dress existed. In that court new writs were framed, 
when it was tit to adapt (he prof ceding-, to the iir- 
cpmituires of a new caw. When a «k w°« > Tl ,r, ' lic ' h 
it appeared tint the course and order of the common 
law could hardly be adapted, by any variation in (he 
forms of procedure, to the dew™ of j usiice, (be com- 
plaint was laid, by the chancellor, before the king, who 
commanded it to be considered in council; a prac¬ 
tice which, by degrees. Ini lo a referent* to tint 
magistrate himself. To facilitate »n cqmtdile deter- 
UdUtdoo in such complaints, the writ was decreed called 
the writ of wbjxrna, commanding the pet** complained 
of to appear before the chancellor, and to *ns«cr Un? 
complaint. The essential words of * petition for this 
wrii which in process of time ha* become of so great 
import anre, were in the reign of Richard 111.«» follow*: 
„ Please it therefore, your lonlshlp, — ccmaidcnng that 
pur orator baa (to remedy by course or the common 

j a * h _ io grant a writ tithpunn r coinniindinp T. Loke 10 

ap.«^r in chancery, at * cerium day, and upon a certain 
pain m be limited by you, and then to do what by tins 
court shall be thought reasonable and according to 
conscience.'' The fora. w M nut materially difen 11" 
the earliest instances, which ippw to have occurred from 
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I 3 ®® 'HfW- ]i appears that this device nt not 
first employed to enforce the observance of the duties of 
trustee* who held land*, as has hern hitherto supposed*, 
hut fur eases of an turret fitly different nature, where 
die failure of justice in tlie ordinary courts might 
etuiiif, nut from any defect in the common he, hut 
firrtn the power of turbulent batons, who, in their acta 
of outrage and hwlesis violence, bade defiance to all 
onliuary jurisdiction. In some of the earliest c™ we 
find a statement of the age and poverty of the c[ , m . 
phi nan r, and of the power, and even learning, of the 
supposed wrotig-docT; topics addressed to compamW, 
Or at most to equity in a very loose and popular sense 
of the wort!, winch throw light on the original nature 
of tins high jurisdiction. it is apparent, from the 
earliest cases in the reign of Kich&nJ II,, that the o«a, 
sional relief proceeding from mixed feelings of pity 
anil of regard to substantial justice, not effectually 
hy law, or overpowered by tyrannical violence, had thm 
*pnwii into a regular system, and was subject to rules 
resembling those of legal jurisdiction. At first tight it 
may appear difficult to conceive how ecclesiastics could 
have moulded into a regular form this anoraalom branch 
of jurisprudence, Bui many of the ecclertijstieal order, 
originally tiie only lawyers," w<?« eminently shilled in 
tlm civil am! cation law, which had attained an order anil 
precision unknown to the digests of bariumua usage* 
then attempted in Fran* and England. The cede* 
■iastiral ehanceUore introduced into their court a coune 
of proceeding very similar to that adopted by other 
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European nations* who i'll owned the Authority of the 
canon Jaw, and were enlightened by the wisdom of die 
Roman code. The proceedings in chancery* lately re¬ 
covered from oblivion* allow the system to hue been 
in regular activity about a century and a half before (lie 
chancellorship of air Thomas More, die (fret common 
lawyer who held the great seal ilnce (he thanwlfor had 
Md any fonndnuoTis (known to us) uf hb tquiuble 
jurisdiction. The course of education, and even of 
negotiation In that age, conferred on Alorc P who was 
the moat distinguished of the practises of the common 
law p die learning and ability of i civilian ami a canonist. 
In his iiibni Lustration, from the 35th of October I &H1K 
to the iftb of May four hundred bills and 

answers ore pull presented j which afford an average of 
about a hundred and silly suite annually- Though this 
avenge may by no mean* adequately represent die 
whole occupation* nf a court which had many other 
duties to perform, it mppbcB tis with wme mcum of 
comparing the extent of tu busing under him with 
the number of similar proceeding* in succeeding tiroes. 
The whole amount of bilb and answer* in the reign of 
James 1. w&a 3^000. How far the number may hate 
differed At different parts of that reign, the unarranged 
BtaEe of die records dors not yet enable its to ascer t ain . 
Hut supposing it, by a rough estimate, to hare continued 
the tatuci the annual average of bills and answers d unrig 
the four years of lord U icon's administratiun was 1 tGl* 
being an increase of nearly ten-fold in somewhat less 
than a century. Though causes ccuflrctrd witli (be 
progress of list jurisdiction and tlie character of die 
rhanedlnf inn si have contributed to (Ms remarkable 
Iflcrouftj yet it must he ascribed pdwipally to (he extra¬ 
ordinary impulse given to daring enterprise and national 
Wealth by the splendid adm tuiatraibn of Elizabeth, 
which multi plied alike the occasions of litigation and 
the mean* of carrying it on. * In a century m& a half 
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when equitable jurisdiction wu compJeiod tn its 
bunditions and roost rurDcfianrv pLi hj r lord chuiRlIor 
Nottingham, the whole num ber of equity * u nbout 
fiftwtt thLvu Kami, which yield* an avenge of B ixt«n him- 
dm3 nod fifty to every year of lib chancellorship.* 

UhiiL-r bed Hardwick, the chancellor of most proft*- 
«hbrity p the yearly average of bilk and nttEtwcr* 
appetn to have been about two thouMmi ; probably tn 
pan because more questions had been Sin ally determined, 
anil partly idso herauw the delays were so jj^gravjited by 
the nmJripiieity of buslura, that parties aggrieved eho&e 
riviher to submit to wrong dian to be ntftwd m pursuit 
of right, This last raisdikf amse In a great measure 
the variety of affairs added to the original duties 
of a cham-ellur, of whidi ihu principal werebankruptcy 
and pKiiaju E marya|ppcabL Iknh these corner* eoniiminl 
to net nidi increasing force; » that, in spite of a vast 
inerease of the property and dealings of the kingdom 
tlic overall! number of bid* and anmm was cuu*id«^ 

*Wy Icra from ISOO to 1J3G& than U hud been from 

174^ to 1754* t 

It iriLLHt nor be supposed that tniii trained in uty m. 
ii'in of jumpnitlenoe, a* the eedadistiwl duttireJlo™, 
could have been indiiff rent to the inconvenience «mi 
vexation which nccraarily harass tho IioMl-is of a incri-iy 
arbitrary purr. Not hiving a law, they were > law 
Utiio themselves ; tml every chancellor •who contributed 
by 1 determination to establish » principle, team? in¬ 
strumental in drat inscribing the power of lug sn c - 
ei-ssor. Sclden i», indeed, represented to have -said, tint 
equity in according to [he conscience of him who is 
chancellor ; which is as uncertain ns if we made the 
chancellor E foot the atari dan) for the measure winch we 
cttll a foot-t l int thi s WM spelter, in the Iwwick u f 
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table-talk^ anJ under the influence of the prejudices then 
prevalent amofi^ cuiuSei oil lawyers IpIniL e^nitahk ju- 
rudicdtfn. Still, perhaps, in hia time wSmi he said might 
\ v tniL- enough for a smart saying. But in process of 
time * system of roles was rfiablishcd which baa cun- 
fitandy tended to limit the originally discretionary |mwers 
of ihe C hiiJictrjr. Jj^ni/y, Lti the acceptation in which 

lilB.E word t* used in English jurisprudence, if no longer 

to be confonmWwith that m*wf which generally 
corrects die ui^jusL operation of Iaw p and widi which it 
Beein* in Itave been ayncm)'mana in the days of Bidden 
mid Bacon. It is a part of law formed from uugei and 
determination^ width Brnttot differ fretn what is 
called common law in its tubjwl*,but chiefly varies from 
it la its modes of proof of trial, mid of relief; kUi 
jurisdiction bo Irregularly formed, and often so little dc- 
pcutletil on gvneml prtndplcs, that i t can hardly be de* 
fined or made intelligible otherwise than by a minute 
enumeration of the matters cogTiEtaUc by it, * 

It will be *L-en from the above riuu sir Thomas More a 
dulit^ differed very widely from the various exertions of 
labour ami Intellect required from a modem chancellor 
At the utmost he did tiol hear wore dun two hun¬ 
dred cases and nrgpmnsn yearly t including those of every 
description. No authentic aecoont of any ease tried 
before bim t if any fitch be cxiaiit, baa been yet brought 
to light* No law booh alludes to my part of hk judg¬ 
ments or reasonings. Nothing of UsU higher pari of 
his judicial life is preserved* which can warrant us in be¬ 
lieving more Uian dial it must have displayed hi* ariv- 
failing integrity, reason, leanuni:, find eloquence. 

Tlie purtieuiarh of hi* instalment are not unworthy of 
being specified ai a proof of the xCtflHW his eti-- 
dowmonii amt exqdlenK* professed by the king am I 
entertained by ibe public, to whose judgment she mini¬ 
sters of Henry fiocmed virtually to appeal, with mi m*u - 
ranee that the Ling's appointment would lie ratified by 
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the general voice, a ‘ He was tael Sieiwceu the dukes gf 
Norfolk jiliL SatMk up Westminster I tall to die fttone 
Chamber, and there they hmioumlily placed him in the 
high judgment-seat of chancellor" :" r (for the chancellor 
wa^by h« office, the president of that terri ble tribunal-) 
f< The duke of Norfolk* premier peer and lord high 
treasurer of England/' continues the biographer, Sf by 
die command of the king, spoke (bus uofo thr fjenpfc 
ibtrt with gmit apptu h« and jop gtifhrrrd imp'tkrf ;— 

* The king's majesty (which, 1 pray Cod, may prove 
hippie acid fortunate to the whale realm? of England) 
hath raked to the most high dignitie of chaiifcJluurship 
Thomas Marc+ a man for Ilk c&tnumlinaric worth 
anil sufheiencie well kuowue In himself and the whale 
KftblK, for no other cause or wthlic respect, but for 
tli at he hath pljiiiely perceived ah the gifts of nature 
and grace to hi heaped upon him, which cither the i ample 
eoulil desire, or himself wish, far the dfcrfurgc of so 
great an office. For the admirable wisedome, LntegcLiic, 
and innoccncic, jnyncd with most pleasant facilitie of 
witt, tliai ihk titan U endowed wLdialt, Irate kvu mf- 
lldendy bnowgn to all Englishmen from his youth, and 
for these numie yeares o!so to the king's mujcsEie him&elf. 
Thk hath Ehe king abundantly found in manic and 
weigh tie alEkvrcs, which he hath happily dispiLEclicd both 
at home and abroad; in diverse office? which lie hath 
Ijoru. in uiofit honourable canfciaMapct which he liaih un¬ 
dergone ; and in hie dally coumdl and advises upon all 
other occjLNLOtLKn lie bath pcMieavcd no mm in bis 
real me to be more wine in deliberating, ttiote linrercr in 
opening to him what he thought, noi- mure i?tof(U.cn t to 
fedome the matter which he uitmd. Whendbrv ? be¬ 
cause he raw in him mill excellent endowments* and 
that of his c speck 11 care he bath a particular ekrir? that 
his kingdom? aud [teopte might be governed with nil 
Cqtritk and justice* intcgritic and wisedome ; he of his 
uw tie immt gradau* disposition hath created thk singular 
man lord chancellor; duit y by his lindifcb performance 
* Jlrtc'j life of ElfT- Wnre, \*A_ JiiJ, 
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of ihEs office, his people may enjoy pace imil juitice; 
and honour aluo and fame may red qu n 1 1 l- eo she ^ hole 
kingdom?. It may perhaps seeme to minie a Mining? 
and wnsismdl matter, that ibis. diguitie should be bestowed 
upon a !ayma[i T nntur of the nohlhtie, and one iliat hath 
wife and children; because heretofore none but Rinplar 
learned l^dltet, ur men of greatest nob] l i tie, ha^t* |H>#- 
Kmul till* place; but whai is wanting in ihewreapert*, 
iht admirable vcrtunij the inatchltsit guifts of wiee and 
wisedomeof tin* man T doth mwt plentifully m*upem* 
the same. For die kings majestic lunh not regarded 
how great, but what a man he wm ; he hath not cunt 
his eye# upon the nobilitie of hie htmid, hut on the 
worth of hi# person ; he hath respected hi* sufficiencies 
not hi# prafL-ssion: finally, he would ahow by this hip 
ehoyefc, that lie hath tome ran? subject# amongst the 
rcKwe of gentlemen htu! lay men M who deserve to manage 
the highest office* of die reahne, which bishop* #tid 
noblemen think they only cut deserve. The rarer there¬ 
fore it was, no much hath himself held it to be die wore 
excellent^ and to hit |teoplo lie thought it would be the 
more grnWFull Wittscfore, receavo tliia your chaoeelluur 
with joyful acclamation#, at whore hands jou may ei- 
pt'ct nil happ-mesae awl content/ 

rt Sir Thomas Mow, according to hi# wonted modestie, 
wo# flomewliai abashed at this ihc dukes speech* in that 
it sounded so muelt to hi# prai#e; huE rccull-ecting him- 
self as that place am! time would give Mm leave, he 
answered in ihis sorter* Although, most noble duke, 
and you right honourable lords, and wor*hipfidl gee* 
tleincu, 1 know* all these things which the king's 
majeilic* it seamethj hath bene pleased fthemd he spoken 
erf me at this time and place, and your gr am hath with 
moat eloquent wonka thttt amplify^ areas far from me, 
aa I could wish wiili alt my hurt they were in me for 
die better performance of no great a charge ; and 
although this your speadi hails caused in xu grciter 
fern than 1 can well ezprea in word*: yet this incam- 
parable favour of toy dread wueraigne, by which he 
r t 
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showeth how well, yea buw highly he cotteeaveih of my 
weakened, having commanded that my rcicancise should 
he so greatly commended, cannot be but meat acceptable 
unto me: anil I cannot choose but give yuiir mwt nohle 
grace exceeding diankre, that what his mtgestio hath 
willed you briefly to utter, you, of the abundance of your 
lore iinio me, have in a large ami eloquent oration di¬ 
lated. As for myself, 1 can take it no other wise, but 
that Ins majesties Incomparable favour towards me, die 
good will and Incredible prnpetiaioii of liis rayall mimic 
(wherewiih he hath these manic yarns brined me 
Continually) hath alone without ante desert of mine at 
ail, caused Iwitli ihi* my new honour, find these your 
undeserved commendations of me- For who zlui I, or 
whnt Ls the house of my Father, that she Icings high- 
ne#Bt should hrftpe upon me liy such a perpetual! stream? 
of affection, those m high honours? 1 am fair? less? 
then anio the meanest of his bcncHtts bestowed on me ; 
how can I then think? myself worthk* or flit for ibis so 
peerlea&L- align Hie ? I have bene dnwen by force, as the 
king « majestic oft4. ii profusetlk , to his highnesses service, 
to he a courtier; but io Lake ibis dignhie upon h 
1111 i>i [ of ah against my will; yet such is Ills highne-swa 
fauiigoitfe, such h his bnuntic, that he highly esteMmeth 
the small dudefclblHtt of his meanest RubjectB, and 
Bjxkclh at ill magnificently to rccompcnce Ms servant *; 
not only such a* deserve well, but mil and* as have but 
a desire to deserve well nt Hes hands, in which number I 
have alwule* wished myself to be reckoned, btx^u&e 1 
cannot challenge myself to he one of die former; which 
being *o* you may all |iercc*ve with mi how great a 
burden is layde upon nnybsickc, in that l must strive in 
B&me *orle with my diligence anil doth 1 to rnrTrsjHjnrie 
witl] his royal! bemHo^ and to be uHwerahk: to that 
great expectation, which Itc and jdu feme to have of 
uic : wherefore those mi high praise are by me mo much 
more grievous unto me, by how much more I know the 
greater charge l have to render myself wortbie of, and 
tbe fewer means I have to make them guude. This 


Jim THOM KOBE. 


69 

Weight if hunity suifobte to my weake shoulders; this 
honour is not wrro[)0 ndent to my poore desert i it i> * 
burden, nut a glurie; a fire, not a digiiitie; the oiie 
therefore i must bean? as manfully as l wn, and dis¬ 
charge the other with as much dexteritie as I shall be 
able. The earnest desire which I have always haul and 
doc now acknowledge myself to iiavc, to satisfy® liy >11 
tueancs I ean possible, the most ample benefit)* of his 
high rune, will greatly c*dw and aydo mu to tlie dlligtnt 
performance of nil, which I trust also l shall lie more 
.ilili- to doe, if I findc ail your good will# and wishes 
Itoth favourable unto me, ami conformable U> his royal 
munificence : because my serious cmlcavours to doe well, 
joy tied witlt your favtmrahlc acceptance, will easily pro¬ 
cure that whatsoever is performed by me, though it be 
in itself but small, yet will it acerne great and praise- 
worth ic ; for those thing* are alwaies utehieved happily, 
which are accepted willingly; ami those autocode for¬ 
tunately, which arc rcetawd by others courteously- As 
you therefore doe hope for great matters, and die best at 
my hands, so though L dare nut promise unit- flnfc, yet 
do I promise truly and affectionately to periunse the beat 
I filial! be able , 1 

a when sir Thomas More bad spoken these wonles, 
tuning his face to the high judgement scale of the 
(.Mianeerie, ho proceeded in this manner: — ‘ But when 
I log Ire upon till* scab:, when I thinke how greate and 
wlist kinds of personages have ptRSM^sed *ii place 
before me, when t call to minde who he was tliat sate 
in it last of all — a man of what x-iugular wiadame, of 
what notable experience, wlut a prwpmtt* and favour, 
able for turn: he hail for a great space, and how at the 
last he bud a most grievous fail, and dyed inglorious — 
I have cause enough by my predecessor's example to 
think honniir but ilipperie, and this dignitie not so 
grateful to me as it may seeinc 10 others ; for both is it 
a hard mailer to follow with like paces or praise*, a man 
of such Admirable win, prudence, duthorilie, anil splen- 
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dour, to whom* I may seems bui u t!sc hghting of a 
wndl t± idles the sun ii down*; and aha dm sudden 

ami unfilled frU of » 1P« a ■* hc W2W 1130111 

u-rrihlv pull me in minde thm ihU honour ooght not to 
pkue me too much, rim the letfw of thi* gli itfnng 
sente (hid mine eya Wherefore I ascends thia ^eate 
„ a place full of labour and Hunger, TDjde of all *olide 
and true honour; the which by how much the higher 
it is, lav no much greater fail 1 am to fe*re P a* well in 
inspect of die vede nature of the thing it *d(t ± a* 
because 1 am warned by this late fearful! example- 
Anil truly I might even now at thii rerie just entrance 
stumble, yea faynu.% hul that Ins majesties mOKt sin- 
■m|iT favour towaidw me, ami all your Root! will**which 
your joyfilll countenance doth testify* in this moat 
honorable asMtnbUc, doth iti«wbkt recreate and refresh 
me* otherwise ibis seal* would be tu> more pleasing to 
me, than that award was to Ibnnoetes* which hung oii^r 
hi* head, ty^l only by a hape of a horsed tale, when 
lie hud store Of [li'hcale Fare before him, teatwI in the 
cl I dir of stale of Denis die Tirani of Sicilic : ibis therr^ 
fore ahull he always fresh in my tnimle* ibis will l have 
still before mine ties, that this seate will be honorably 
famous, and full of plorie unto me F if I shall with 
rare ami diligence, fideliik anil win-dome* endeavour to 
iloe my dutie, and shall persuade myself, th-it the en¬ 
joying thereof m sty be hul short and uncertain*? ilm 
one whereof my labour ought to perfonw: dm other 
iiiv pridtecanTi example may easily teach me- All 
winch being ao. you may easily perrare what great 
pleasure I lake so Uils high dagnitic, or in tins most 
noble duke's praising of me/ # 

« All the world took notice now nf sir Themis* dip- 
nitio, whereof Ernfinuiwrimib to John t akius, hUhopp 
of Vienna, ihw:—* Concerning the new increase of 
honour laiely happens! to Thomas More, 1 should 
easily make you believe it P if l should shew you the 
k-ttera of many famous mm, rejoicing with much 
sluriiie, and congretukting the king* the real sue, him* 
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self, ami also me, for Mote* honor, in bein'; made lord 
chanccllour of England, 

When air Thomas More e» seated in his court of 
Cluuicerv. hi* father, air John More, who was nearly 
of the age of ninety, was the most ancient judge of tlte 
Kings Bench, "What a grateful spectacle was it, 
says their descendant, «to see the son asfc the Ufwiing 
of the father cvere Jay up" hi* kn«« before he sat 
upon his own seal ? " * Keen in a more unceremonious 

age, the simple character of More would hate pro ice led 
these liaiiy rates of fUiui wmtnee from tlie suspicion* 
of afibetatlon, which could alone destroy their charm. 
Hut at that time it must have borrowed its chief power 
from the conspicuous exeeDence of the father and snu* 
[.-„(■ if inward worth had then borne any proportion to 
the grave and reverend ceremonial of the age, we might 
I*. well warranted in regarding our forefathers a* a race 

of superior beings- . 

The contrast of the humble and aHaiilu -More with 
the haughty cardinal, astonished ami delighted the snil- 
ors. No application could he made to M ulsey, which 
did not pass through many hands; anil no imm could 
apply, whose fingers were not tipped with gtJd, Hut 
More i>at ilaily in ati open hall, that he might receive an 
person the petitions of the poor. If any reader should 
blame hia conduct in this respect, as * breach of an 
ancient and venerable precept, “ Vr *|.all do no un¬ 
righteousness f» jwigm'* ; tliou *lwli not ^icet the 
person of the poor, not honour the person of the mighty; 
but in ,i S ht™m*r*» Shalt tliou j«lp 'hy mnghbourt: 
le t it be remembered, that there still dung to the equi¬ 
table jurisdiction some remains of that precarious and 
dccmwvnarv nature from which it originally sprung; 
which 'in die eyes of the compassionate chancellor, 
might warrant more preference for the hcipkss poor 
than could be justified in proceedings mure rigorously 
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Courts of law were jealous then* as since, of the 
power assumed bj chancellors to issue rnjuij^^w* to 
partis to desist from doing certain acts which they 
were by law entitled to do, until the court of Chancery 
should determine whether the eSttthe of the legal 
would not work injustice, There are many instatices in 
which irreparable wrong may Ira committed h before a 
right can Ira aic^tiined, in the ordinary raura of pro- 
miiingVr fn such cases it is the province of the ehsui- 
c*:Elwr re take cart that affairs shall continue in their 
actual condition until the question* in dispute be de¬ 
termined. A mtiriderable outcry against this necessary^ 
though invidious authority p was raised at the com¬ 
mencement of Mote's chancellorship. He silenced this 
clamour with hie wonted prudence ami meekness Hav¬ 
ing caused one of the dx clerks to make out a list of 
the injunctions issued hy him^ or lauding before him, 
he invited all the judges to dinner- Ho laid the list 
before them ; and explained the circumstances of each 
ca*e so satisfactorily dial they all confessed that in die 
like can: they would have rlehe no lew. Nay, he nfeed 
to desist from the jurisdiction^ if they would undertake 
to contain the law within the boundaries of rightaw- 
DftSp which hfl thought they ought in conscience to ik 
The judge* declined to make the attempt; qn which lie 
observed privately in Itoper, that he haw they trusted 
to their influence for obtaining verdicts whim would 
drift the responsibility from them to the juries. if Where* 
fore," said he, u I tm eojutrained toibufe the adventurn 
of their hlamC. JJ 

tJaunecy, asm uf Ilia sons-in-law, allegtd tint under 
Wolray ,f even the tkor-kittpeE* got great gains/' and 
was bo perverted by the venality there practised that 
he expostulated with Moa- for his churlish integrity. 
The chancellor said, that if '* his father whom he re- 
vemu’wl dearly, were on the one ride, ami the devil r 
whum he hated with all bis might, on the other, the devil 
should have hi* right." He is represented by hi* de* 
tLi'jnUuT. *§ softening his answer by promising minor 
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advantages, Fuels jw priority ofheaiing, *nd recommend¬ 
ation of arbitration, where the can: of a friend was bad. 
The biographer, however* not being a lawyer, might 
have misunderstood the conversation, which had to pais 
through iTt&re than one generation before the Uwliljpi 
reached him ; nr the wards may have been a hasty 
eftsndon of goad nature, ulien.il only to qualify the 
roughness of his hoMtVx If he had been cdtefl to 
perform these promises* his head anti heart would I save 
requital iHJte from hrejche# of equality which lie would 
have felt to be d together dishonest, U'hen Heron „ jui- 
oiher ilf his sons-in-law, relied on she had portiM if 
the limes* *c far a* to entreat a favourable judgment in 
a cause of hi* own, More, though the incut affectionate 
of fathers, immediately undeceived him by an advene 
decree. Thin act of common justice id mule an object 
of panegyni: by the biographer, as if it were then deemed 
an exlraordin i'ss-v instance of virtue ■ a deplorable symp¬ 
tom of that corrupt Mate of general opi iion, which, half 
a century Eater, contributed to betray into ignamifthmi 
vices eIlc vdfwst of men. anil the mwt illustrious of 

chancellor*,_If die litter diitincthm be not other due to 

the virtue of a More uT a SoToera. 

lie i* &aid to have despatched die cause* before hint 
tto upccdily, diat F on asking For die nest, be wa* told dial 
iiom remained; which is boastfully contrasted bf Mr* 
Motts liia descendant, wish the un-ear of a thousand in 
the dine of that gentleman* who lived in the reign of 
Charles E .; though we have already seen that this 
difference may be referred to other causes; and (here- 
fore that the fact, if (rue, prov« no mure than him ex¬ 
emplary diligence and merited reputation* 

The scrupulous and delicate integrity of More (for to 
it must be called In sinking of that age) was more 
dearly shown after hi* resignation., than it could have 
been during his continuance iu officer thie Parnell 
cuinpLiineii of him fur a decree obtained by hi* adversary 
Vaughan, whose wife h ml bribed the chancellor by a gilt 
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^P" He surprised tbe counsel at first., by owning that 
lit- received the cup m. a dl-w year's gift.' Lont XVili- 
Shire, a Mluus prottsmnt, indecently, but prematurely, 
exulted. * e Did | not tell you, uiy iordfl * 11 dd he, 

" tJiat you Would find that matter true ?*_ w But, my 

iunk h M nsplkd Mon:, * hear the other part of my 
After having dxfmk to her of urine with which my hutk-r 
bail filled the eup + and when die bad pledged him, he 
restored it to her* and would linen to no refusal/' \Hum 
Mr*- troker, for whom he hud made a deem against 
Ion I Arundel, came iu him to repeat IiFk acceptance 
of a pair of glove*, in which were Contained 40J» 
in mrigclfl, he told her, widt a itmile, that it were ill 
manners to refiisen lady a present; but though he should 
keep the gloves, he must return the gold, which he en¬ 
forced her to receive* Creuham, a suitor, rent him a 
present of a gili cup. of which the EtaHm phased hi m+ 
Mure accepted it; but would not daw till Clreahain re- 
From Mm another cup of great*-r value, but of 
which the form and workmanship were less suitable to 
th* chanteilor. It would bean indignity to the memory 
of fuch a man to nuotc dura fact* as proofs of his prn- 
blty; hut they may be mentioned as specimen* of the 
simple and unforced honesty of one who rejected im- 
pr&j.n?r offers wills, ill the ease ami pleasantry of common 
ccurtciy. 

Henry, in bestowing the great seal on More, hoped to 
depose Mb chan tellur to lend his authority to the pro- 
divorce aucl second marriage, which now agitated 
the Ling'* mind, ami were die main object* of hi* 
poucy. 1 Arthur, the eldest ton of Henry Vl|. t had 
m nr r ted Catharine, the daughter nf Ferdinand amj 
IsabdUp sovofTigna of Castile and Aragon, Ai the 
young prince died very ihordy after Jus nuptial^ Henry 
obtained a ilisj^jisatJOJ] front pope Julim IL to suable 
the princes* to marry btr hrother-in«kw r qfterronli 
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Herny Y[1I. Tlut monarch solemnised hh marriage 
with her after his accession* anti lived sklecn yenra in 
apparent human? with her. Mary w«* the only child 
of thii marriage who jujttivelI infancy; hot in the year 
l^y a CEHieurreuec of events which tried and 

established the virtue of Morti and revealed to the world 
the depravity of his master. Henry was touch nl by the 
charm* of Anne Botcyn, a beautiful young lady,in her 
twenty-rte&md year, the daughter of «ir Thomas Botcyn* 
earl of UHfahirt, who hwl lately returned from this court 
of France^ where her youth hail been tpait At the 
same momcn t it became the policy of t rand* I, to lomcfl 
□11 the tie* which joined the king of England to ihe 
zmpem. Wliea the hijOiop of Tirbw, Ms ambassador 
in Engtamh founrlj on his arrival in Lon donj the growing 
distaste of Henry far his inoffensive and exemplary wife, 
he jironiot^l the Idng’a ifidination towards ilivoitc t and 
suggested a marriage with Margaret duchess of 
the beau ti fui and graceful fcistcr of F ranrii L* 

At this period Henry far the first time professed to 
harbour ^nseleiidous doubts whether the diRpeti nation 
of Julius II. could suspend the obligation of she divine 
prohibition pronounced against such a marriage- in the 
Levitirol Law.t Thu court of Rome did not date <o 
contend (hit the disjwniatlon could reach the case if thu 
prohibition were pan of the universal law of CimL 
Henry, on the other ade r Midd not eonahtenily question 
its validity, if he considered the precept as bdoapinjt to 
merely pntirire law* To this question, therefore, the 
dispute was confined, though both parries shrunk from 
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jut explicit anil [irwije avowal of tiitfir main ground* 
The iam reasonable safodon that it was a local and 
temporary Iflff, forming a part of the Hebrew codf^ 
raij^ht Bft'm at first night to destroy its authority alto- 
gclber r Rut if either party had been candid, this pro* 
hibitiun,, adopted by atl tlimlendom* might be justified by 
tbit general usage, in a aM? where il was not remirfcably 
at YujuK with reason or ihe public wo] fare. Hut inch 
a doctrine would have lowered the ground of ibis papal 
authority too much to ho acceptable so Rome, mm I yet, 
On the other hand, resled it on too unexceptionable a 
foundaiinn to suit the case of Hen re. Fake iHega* 
lions of ficti in the preamble of the bull were sBeged 
on the same side; hot they were itmmcliiEEv^ The 
principal vgqnwiUi in the king s favour were, dial no 
precedents of such a lUspensaUgji seem to hate been 
produced; Hid that if the LcvUifaL prohibitions do not 
contimie in _force tinder the Gospel, there La no pro- 
hibiliini against incestuous marriage* i ti (lie eynSeru of 
die New reuwuent. it a disadvanLagc to the 
church of Ro]no in controversy, that being driven from 
the low ground by its supposed tendency to degrade the 
subject, and deterred from the high ground by the fear 
of she reproach of daring usurpations the am-visible 
nnnqtenm was confusion and fluctuation rejecting 
tltc first principles on which die question was to bo 
deimninttl. 

To pursue this subject through the long negnt imams 
ind dLBcusaltms which it occasioned daring six yeirtfj 
wirold he la lead u« far from die life of air Themis 
A lore, even if the writer of these pages, had not very 
recently m temptftl n sum Enary aceoun t o f [hem. * gu ffice 
it here to ray, that Clement V|]. (idWfcf), though 
anginal]y inditwd to favour die suit* nf Henry, accord- 
mg to she UHiil policy of the Roroan court* which 
sought pbusiblr pretexts for firiLbiUng the divorce of 
hingSj whuie matriknoEkiiil connections might be ropre- 
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tented As involving the quirt of nitionii: an allegation 
whkh wu vhm enough true to be always spccions- 
The sack of Rome nml the captivity of the iumtlff left 
Dement full of fetki of the emperor 1 a power ami iSIh- 
pkasnn?; it is even niil that Charles V., wlio had 
discovered the secret dedpt* of the English court, had 
extorted from the pope, before hip release, a prtmiiH' 
that no attempt WffuM he made to dishonour id Austrian 
princes hy acceding to die divorce,* The pope, un¬ 
willing to"provoke Henry, Ins powerful and generous 
protector, instructed Campeggio to attempt,. flrtt.o reenn- 
cillation between the king and quoen; seeandly, if that 
failed, to endeavour to persuade her tliat she ought io 
acquiesce in her husbatida desires, hy rntcriitg into a 
doisler : a piuporiitcm which weins to show a readiness 
in Hie Roman court to wave their theological difficulties; 
and, thirdly, if neither of tlseoe attempts mm mcoraful, 
to spin out the negotiation io Hie greatest length, in 
order to profit hy the favourable incidents which time 
might bring forth. The impatience of the ling and the 
honest smlLmruion of Hie queen defeated these art* of 
Italian policy. The tcsj stance of Anne Ikdryn to the 
irregular gratification of the king's desirrs, without the 
belief of which it is inipossihfe to con reive the moiives 
for his perseverance in the pursuit of on unequal mar¬ 
riage, opposed nnothcr impediment to the counsels and 
contri vanota of (Ocmert, which must have surprised and 
perplexed a J'lnfentHne pontiff. All these proceeding* 
terminated in the sen tenet of mtlUty in die case of 
Henry's marriage with Catherine, pronounced by Cum¬ 
mer, the espousal of Anne Belcyn by the king, and the 
rejection of die papal jurisMUcriori by the kingdom, 
which miD, however, adhered to die doctrine* of die 
Roman catholic church. 

The situation of M m during a great part of these 
memorable events was embarrassing- 1 he great offices 
to winch hr was raiseil by the king, the personal favour 
litdierto constantly diovn to him, and the natural tch-* 
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dcncy of hU gentle and quiet dlspoaitloQ, combined to 
tlisiuelinr him to o^n&t the iM»s of his 

friendly in islet. On tin,- other hand, hia growing dread 
and horror of heresy, with ita train of dkordera ; his 
belief that universal anarchy would l»e tlte inevitable 
midi of religious dissension, amt Use operation of &oicn 
year* oonttoverey for the Catholic chureh* in healing his 
mind on all subject* involving the extern of her autho¬ 
rity- mailc hi]]] recpEI from designs which were visibly 
tending tow ah Is disunion with the Roman jwntiff, the 
centre of C-'nilmlk union, and the supreme magistrate of 
tile Kdedudal eommnfi wealth. Though bn opinions 
Anting to the papal authority were of it moderate and 
Liberal nature, lie at least respected it as an indent and 
venerable etmtrol nn licentious opinions, oF which the 
prevailing heresies attested the value and the nceraaity. 

Though he might have been better phoned' with 
another determine! inti by die supreme pontiff, it did 
not fallow that he should contribute to weaken the holy 
see* addled as it was on every side, by taking an active 
pan In resistance lo tin- fluid dreidon of a lawful autho- 
lily. Obedience tn the supreme head of the church in 
a case which uliifiiaioty related only to discipline, ap¬ 
peared peculiarly incumbent Oh all professed catholks. 
Rut however sincere the Kf*I of More for like L LlhoElC 
religion anil Ids support of the legitimate supremacy of 
ill? Roman --ee undoubtedly were, he was surdy in¬ 
fluenced jit tin- satnc time by the Jiiunane feelings of his 
just anil generous nature, which engaged his heart to 
eipmjse the l"luhl' Hjf i htumclesj and wronged prints, 
driven from the thrum? and the bed of a tyrannical 
hurimniL Though he reasoned the case o* a divine 
and a canonist, he must have felt it as a man. That 
honest fooling limit have glowed beneath the aubtltv 
tic* and formalities of doubtful am I sometime* frivo-r 
Iolli difiputadeiii. h vcm probably often the chief eauic 
of conduct for which oilier mi^n* might be sdncerdv 
alleged, J 

1h «(rcring hia mu™ tkrougli the intrigue, m J pM . 


SIR TH0MA4 WORE. 




hohs of the court, St in very ob*crv&hle that More most 
warily retired from every apposition but thltt which 
conscience tbsolutelj required : he shunned unnecessary 
diisob«h£iioe as much as iincortscknlioiit compliance. 
If ho had been inHcieuced solely by prudential consider- 
idoxtSj he erndd ttut have more cautiously shunned every 
needless opposition ; but in that ease he would not have 
pone i» far. He displayed, at ihe timeqf which we ridw 
spcak t that very peculiar excellence of hla character, 
which.,, m it “ho wed his htibmissiun to Ik- the fruit of 
Btmse of duty, pave dignity to that which tn others is apt 
to seem and to he sJavbh, 

The anxieties of .More iiitreascd with the approach 
towards the execution of i he king's projects of diverse 
ami second marriage, Some artccdotea of this period 
are preserved by the affectionate and descriptive pen 
of Margaret Ropers husband, which, w lie evidently 
repur is in the chancellor's language, it would be unpar¬ 
donable to relate iti any ether words 2 ban those of the 
venerable man himself* 1 taper, indeed, like another 
Plutarch, consults the unrr#ttyind freedom of his itory 
by .i disregard of dati>* ¥ which, however agrevahtr 
in a general reader, is sometimes unsatisE'iuiory "tu a 
Korcher after accuracy* Vet hfc office in a court of law, 
where there is tire Kurotigest inducement to ascertain, 
truth, and the largest experience of die means mwt 
edeetUid fur lh.it puipoK, mighl hate taught him the 
extreme importance of time os well is place in estimating 
tli l 1 bearing; and weight of testimony* 

* £ On a time walking with me alung tire Th lines 1 
side at rheUea, ho said unto me, J Now would to our 
Lord, son Roper, upon condition that three things were 
welt esLaUbhetl in Chrfoccnckun, 1 were put into a sack, 
ami were presently cast into die Thasi«/—* Whit 
great things be those, sirr a qtioih 1, * that should move 
you so to wish/ — 1 in faith, hob, they be these/ said he, 
* The firrt it, that whereas tire most part of Christian 
jprltiCfn be at mortal war, they were all at universal 
peace. The 4tr<md T that where tire chinch of t'hri&t is 
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F 1 ™ 1 ^ sore afflicted wftlk. many errors anrl heresies, 
ll wen? weO settled ill |jorfect LLldiurimty of religion* 
I he lhird r that as the matter of l he king's marriage is 
now eomc In question* it were, to the glory of God ami 
quietim* of ill parties, hrou^lu to a good eunclu- 
i&fmJ ** 

On another K£a^Dt}j , J *■ before the matrimony was 
brought in question, when 1* in uEk with dr Tliomu 
More (of 4 certain joy), commended unto him the happy 
estate of tlib realm, that Wl ic catholic a prince, so 
pave arn l sound a. nobility p and so loving, obedient Jiiib- 
jects, agreeing in one faith, 

- Truth ii in, indeed, son Roper; and yet I pray 
GkkI.* as high as we ait upon die mountains, treading 
here ties under our feet like ants, live net the day i3i.it w c 
gbuUy would wish io be mi league and corn |**iUun with 
them, to let them have their churches, so that they 
wonlit be contented to let km have nun quiedy, 1 j 
answered, ■ Ry i JL y troth, it is very desperately apolrtn/ 
perceiving me to be iti a fnmr r tiiiii merrily, 

* eU, wdl, son Roper, it shall not be m* Whom, 1 * 
cundodM Rnpcr, E+ in sixteen year® and more, being in 
hk house, conversant wh h lilitj I never could perceive 
him as much as once in a fume* 11 

Doubtless lie was somewhat disquieted by the re~ 
flection, dial some of those who now appended m the 
freedom of Ilia youthful philosophy against himself 
would speedily begin to abuse such doctrines by fuming 
them against die peace which he loved, — dun some of 
die spoilers of Rome might exhibit die like scenes of 
rapine and bEood in the city which was his birth-place 
and hi* riweliing-pbee. Yet, even then* die placid mien, 
wlikh had %tood die lest of every jutty annoyance for 
bixEeeJi year*, was unruffled by alarms for the impending 
fate of his eoutllty noil! of hla religtorir 

Henry used every mean® of procuring an opinion 
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favourable to hb wishes from his chancellor^ who es- 
ewwd himaelf as unmeet fbjr such matum, having never 
prcvfiwit the study of rEivinity, But the Mug fi mrrfy " 
pressed him * p atkd never Ltiictl Luring him until he 
hail promised to give his consent, at least, to examine 
the qttcfliiqn p conjunctly with his frieml Tuu&udl and 
other Itfarneil divines After the examination* Mun^ 
with li is wonted ingenuity ami gentleness* conveyed the 
result to his master, “ To be plain with your grace, 
neither your bishops, icise and virtuous though they be, 
nor myself* nor any other of your council, by reason of 
your manifold benefit* hu? towed on us, lire meet coim- 
ftdjors for vuur grace herein. If you mind to under- 
stand the truth, consult $L Jerome* Sh Augustin, and 
other holy 110010111 uf the Greek and Latin chureho, 
who will not be inclined to develve you by respect of 
their own worldly commodity* or by fear of your 
princely displeasure.” + Though the king did not like 
what L ' Was disagreeable to his dnires, yet the language 
of More was *a wisely tempered* that for the present he 
took it in good part, and oftentimes had conferences 
with tile chancellor the renin" The native meekness of 
Wore was probably more effectual Ilian alt the arts by 
which courtiers ingratiate themselves* or insinuate un- 
palatable cmmsch 

Shortly lifter, the king again moved him to weigh 
anil consider tile great matter. The chancellor fell 
down on his knees, and reminding Henry of hti own 
words an delivering tile great seal, which won 1 , — 
" First look ujioei God, and after God u|am me/ added, 
that nothing had era hj pained him as tliat he was nut 
able to rerve Ilia grace in that matter, without a breach 
of liiat original iiymsctLGn which lie had received on the 
acceptance of his office. The king said he wu content 
tu accept Lis service otherwise, and would continue: Lis 
favour; never with that matter molesting his conscience 
afterwards. J But when the prugnsjj towards the 
marriage WU SO fit advanced that: he saw how mu 

• H*p*r, * SX t M « i I IX 

VOL, 1. O 


82 


n™ STATESMEN. 


active Co-operation of a chancellor must be required, 
he mink hjli to f£ hist singular deaf friend,* the duke of 
Norfolk, to procure lib discharge from this office* The 
duke, often wjliL-itcd by More* then obtainft f, by im¬ 
portunate suit* a dear discharge for die chancellor. 
When he repaired to the king, to raign the great nl 
into his EEkajestv a himli, Henry received him wiih 
tliants and praise for his worthy service, and assure] 
hitO;, that in any suit that should etthcT concern hb 
honoELr or appertain unto his profit, the king would 
show huiLBeLr a good and graesou.* manor to his faithful 
servant. The king directed Norfolk, when he instated 
hb supr, to declare puWidj, that hla majesty had 
with pain yielded io the prayers of sir Thomas More, 
hy the removal of such a magistrate, * 

At the time of hb resignation he a^w^rted, and cir- 
cumsEuices p without reference to his character, demon* 
Strato the truth of hb assertion, that hi* whole income. 
Independent of grants from the crown, did not amount 
to iiioro than ;>frA yearly. This was not mere than nn 
eighth part of hb gains at the bar and ids judicial 
salary from the city of Loudon taken togethsir,—so great 
was the proportion in which hia fortune had declined 
during eighteen years of employment in office* of sudi 
rnist, advantage, and honour, f In this situation tlie 
c]^gy voic'd, \at a testimonial of iheir gratitude m him, 
£hf sum of SOffitt poundi, which wan a hundred times 
the amount of his income; and, according to the rate 
of interest at lhat time, would have yielded him 4SD0A 
a year, being ten rimes the yearly sum which be could 
™* a his But good and honourable as ho 

knew tlicir messengers to be, of whom Tun^tal1 wu 
*"■ he decW that he would mthrr m*t ihrir manry 
fnio (At mt (Aan ink? U: not speaking from, a boatful 
pride, must foreign from his nature, but shrinking with 
a wrt uf instinctive dtlioa cy from ilie touch of money. 
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even before he wnmjdfitfBd how roods tlw aceeptsnce of 
the gift miiihi impair hia ukTllIihw. 

His resources wore of a nobler nature- The simpli¬ 
city of bis taaU?P inil the moderation of his indi%enres 
rendered retrenchment a Usk so easy to himaelf, u to 
be scarcely perceptible in his personal habit*. IS is fool 
or jester, then a nectary part of « jrreai ®“ , > 
bMimcm, he gave to the lord mayor for the lime Wag- 
Hia firtE oire was to provide for his atrendinU, hy 
placing hi* ip. 1 n tie men anil yeomen wish peers and pit* 
latcs, and hi* eight w*K>nnen in she service of his sue- 
cessor sir T. Amlky. lo whom he gave hia gml barge, 
cm of t be most indiaprOEftble appendage* of his offing 

in an Bgc when carriages were unknown, Hti liOirows 
were for srparoLion from those whom he limit fir 
called toother his children and gramkhiidreia, who hid 
hitherto !i™J in peace and tore under his patriarchal 
roofj. and, lamenting that he could nol as he was wont, 
and a* he gladly would, hear out the whole charges of 
ihrm all himself. continue hiring together as tlley wore 
worn, he prayed tlicm to give him their counsel on 
this trying occarion. When bo saw them ^llenl, and 
unwilling to rid ait ppiaLon, lie gave ihom his, ka- 
Fcmed with his niuurt! garriy, and containhi-i some 
strokes illustrative of the state of society *t that time,— 
,J| 1 hare boon brought up/ f quntll he, “ Lit Oxford, at 
an inn of Chancery^ it Lincoln« Inn, and in the 
king s court, from the lowea* degree to die highest, and 
vet 1 have at present left me little alkivc 1OfW. a year 
(including the king * Krauts) ; tf so that now if we like 
id live together we must be content id he contribLiiarie* 
together ; hut we must not Ml to the Iowfhi fare ftrat: 
— we will begin with Lincoln's Lnn diet* where many 
right worshipful and of good ycart do live fid] wdl, 
Which, if we find not ourselves the first year able to 
maintain, then will wo the next year go one step to 
New Inn fare : if that year excwl our iblElJp we 
will the neat year detmend to Oxford fare, w here rfiinj 
grave, learned, and anrient father* are continually con- 
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VL'Hsnt, If our ubiliiy stretch not 14) maintain either, 
then may wt yet with bo#* uul Walkbs go a h* [^ing 
together, and Imping for cWity It every man's doer* to 
«ng Snirt. rrgiw ; ami so still krep company amI bo 
merry together.' * 

On the Sunday fallowing his resignation* lie stood At 
the door of his wife's pew in the church, where one of 
bis dii3mi?!jctl gentlemen had been used lo stud,, and 
making a bw obeisance tn Alice as site entered* said to 
her with perfect gravity,— b ' Madam* my lunl is gone." 
He who for Ecrenteen years bad nut mi^l his voice in 
displeasure, would nut he expected to s-irrifice the gratifi¬ 
cation of bb innocetu merriment to the henvLtut blow* 
of fortune. Nor slid he it fit time* fail id prepare his 
beloved children for those more cruel strokes which lie 
began to foresee. Discoursing with them, he enlarged 
s>u the ha [^tneei of suffering* for the love of God, the lu*a 
of good-., of liberty, of Jamie, of life. He would further 
gay unto them, that if he might portfire his wife and 
children would, encourage him to die in a good ciuec, 
it ilmtild bo comfort him* (bat for wry joy it would make 
him nm merrily to death. 

1 1 must be owned that Henry felt the weight of this 
great man's opinion* and tried every possible tueaDH tu 
obtain at least the appearance of hia spontaneous appro 
btiou. After the marriage with queen Anne* the Ling 
commanded Tun still and other prelates to derire hi* 
bEiceli lanet* at dm coronation at IVHtnuinter. They 
wrote a letter 10 persuade him |o comply, ;l: 1 ■ 1 acCtilxL- 
pAn it'll it with the needful present of iiOA to buy a court 
drew. Such overtures he had foreseen ; for he said some 
time before to Hopei, when ho first heard of that mar* 
riage, ** God grant* ion Hopcr* that these matters whhin 
a while be hoc run firmed Willi uathi !** Jlu accordingly 
answered Mi friends die bishop* well - — ** Tike heed* 
iny lords- : by procuring your lordships to be preHcut at 
the coronation* they will n«t aik you to preach for die 
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setting forth thereof; and iinallj t* write loots to all flit 
world in defence thereof/* 

This warning letter wa» not likely to he acceptable 
to Henry. An opportunity presented itself for trying 
another, in which it is very psrohaldc dial he* m die 
inEEaniM-p limitvd his plan to menace, which he thought 
ypppJd be sufficient to sulidue the ol»Ejn«cy <d Here, 
whom a man of Yiolctii nature might believe to be fearful, 
becaumr liu waa graceful- Elizabeth Earbon. colled the holy 
insiil of Kent* who had been, fora rensddcrEabk numlicr 
of yearn, afflicted by convulsive nrnhuliE*, fch her morhid 
viiEreptiy% so ixdlid by Henry V profane defiance of 
the catholic diorch, and his cruel desertion of t’aihuriuc, 
hit faithful wife, shat her pious and humane feelings 
Jed her La represent and probably io believe herself 
to he visited, by a divine rev did cm of those punish¬ 
ments which the king was about to draw down on him¬ 
self anil on the kingdom- la ihe universal opinion of 
the sixteenth century* such lUterpoaitiotiO were con¬ 
sidered as still occurring. The oeighbount and thuleri 
of the unfortunate young woman believed her ravings 
to be propbeetefip and the tonlartiatis of her laxly lo be 
those of a frame heaving and struggling under the awful 
Agitations nf divine inspiration, and confirmed tlut con¬ 
viction of a iiitsdon from Hod* fur which she wan pre¬ 
disposed by her own ploiia knevoknee, combined with 
the getkcnl error of the age- Both higher ami More 
appear not eo have altogether disbelieved her pretension 
More expressly declared, that ho durei not and would 
not be boh! in judging her mir&ck*.* In the beginning 
of her prophecies* be had been fijmmondtxl by the king 
to enquire into her case ; and lie made a report to Henry, 
who agreed with More ill considering the whole nf ber 
miraculous pretensions as frivolous* mid deserving no 
farther repaid. But in 1532, several roOnti + so mag¬ 
nified her performoucea to him that he prevailed m 

* Mnn'i UllfT ftp ITrCflTliSfEJ'l. prtfettitj ^rntCch In Uirrtld of 

i Of ^hiui ionic ttra* *n*Twanli tv&uleA 

o S 


s6 


E 3 UTI-LL trtAtEfiMEN\ 


to sre her ; hut refurni to beer her speak about the king, 
guying to Ijlti iu general terms, tbit he Juts! no dedre to 
pry into the concerns of others* Pursuant, a# it is *ajd f 
to a MOteneti by or in the Star Cllumber,, she stood in 
lh(i piUory at Paul's Cnwa. sickna wkdgang herself to be 
guilty of the imposture of claiming inspiration, and lay¬ 
ing (hit Hie win Etniplri l to this fraud by the instigation 
of the devil. Considering the circumstance# of the case, 
and the character of the purlin it is far mure probable 
that the minister# should Lave obtain^:! a false eon- 
fcs&ion from bur hopes of saving her iLfc* than that 0 
simple woman should have contrived and lurried m r for 
loony years, a system of cAnflkHad and elaborate im¬ 
posture. It would not he UHoniutent with ibis ac¬ 
quittal, to allow that, in the course of her idf-deluiion, 
ihe should hive been Induced, by aotnc eedadasliCB of 
the tottering church, to take an active pan in these pious 
frauds, which there is iw much reason to believe drat 
persona of unfeigned religion have been often so far 
misguided by enthusiastic zeal, as to perpetrate or m 
patronise. 

But whatever woe the motive* or the utint of the 
holy luuid's- cont'essinn , i E availed her nothing ■ for in the 
session of parliament which met in January, 3 534, ahe 
and 3lor eidiHiasLical prompters were attainted of high 
treason, and adjudged to sttlfer death as ? raLiorb; Fisher 
bishop of Rochester, with othcri* were all attain ted of 
tniapimofl or ciHkrralmdU of I reason , far which they 
were adjudged to forfeiture and imprisonment during 
the kings pleasure.* The holy Irjaid, with herspiritual 
gqtdet, fiujfrred death at Tyburn*™ the £lfl of April ; 
she confirming her former confruron, hut laying her 
dime to the charge of her cnrn|wnions R if we may 
implicitly believe hiatorian* of the victorious partj.t 

Fisher and hh FUppOscd accomplices in misprison 
Femained in prison ict&rdtag to thrir attainder. Of 
More the statute makes no mention ; but it con tain# a 
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provision, which, when ii h combined with olbar rir- 
cumatmcos to be present!) 1 related, appear to hive been 
added to tiki hill for the purpose of providing far his 
safety, liy this provision, the Iringa majesty, at the 
humble suit uf his wd] beloved wife queen Amur,, 
pardons all person* not expressly hy name attainted by 
the statute, for all luiypribjuii slid concealment* relating 
lo Lbe false and feigned miracles ami prophecies of 
Elizabeth Harlan, on or before the 2t.Uh day of October. 
L5S& Now wc are told by Roper*, ib that sir Thomas 
y I ore s name was originally inserted in the hill/’ the 
liinj,' supping that this hill would to sir Thomas Mont 
be so troublous ami terrible, that it would force him to 
relent and condescend to his request; wherein bis grace 
was much deceived, Sir Thomas was personally to be 
received in hi* cwti defence to make answer But the 
king* not liking that*&erU ihe archbishop of Canterbury 
the chancellor, the duke of Norfolkj and Cromwell* to 
attempt the conversion uf Mure- Audley reminded 
More of die king's special favour ami many benuflls. 
Morc admitted them; but modestly added, that LU 
highness had most graciously declared that on this 
matter More should be molested ho more. When in the 
end they saw that no persuasion could move him, they 
then said, fS that the kings Irigliurai bad given them in 
romnumhnenL, if they could by no gentleness win him, 
m the kings name widt ingratitude to charge him, thtt 
never wp servant to his muter bo villainous tier 
subject to his prince an traitorous p he/’ They oven 
reproached him for hiring ntber written in die name of 
hi* master, or betrayed bis sovereign into writing, the 
book against Luther, which had hi deeply pledged 
Henry to die support of papal pretensions* To tliesc 
upbraMEup lie calmly answered, fi The Itnwa ire argu- 
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menu fur children, and not for me,. As to the fact, the 
king knoweth* that after die book was finished hy his 
highness a appointment, or the consent of the maker, I 
was only o sorter out and placer of the principal nutters 
therein contained/* Me added, that lie warned the king 
of die prudence of " touching ihc popes authority mere 
slenderly, ami that he had remiTukd Henry of the 
statutes of premianire,- whereby h+ a good part of die 
pope's pusEnrel cure was pared away ; * to which the 
impetuous monarch answered, if \Vc are so much Ijumulen 
nmo the see of Rm> that we cannot do too much 
honour unto it/' On Mores retain to Chelsea from his 
interview wi ih these lords , Roper said to him «— u 11 ■ ope 
all is well, since you are so merry P iP — n It is indeed/ 1 
said More, Bi 1 diatifc tilod/ 1 —“ Are you, then, out of the 
parliament bill f " nai l| Reper, — ** By my troth , I n ever re¬ 
membered it ; but/ 1 said More^ E * ! will teQ thee why t 
WAS SO merry : because l bail given the devil .1 foul tall, 
and that with thaw lord* 1 had gene so far, u without 
great shame I never go back again/' A frank avowal of 
die power of temptation, ami a simple joy at having at 
die hazard of life c&CAfFcd from the farther seductions 
of the court, bestowing a greatness on there 4 few alul 
familiar words which scarcely bdonp to any other of 
die sayings of man, 

I Eenry, incensed at the failure of wheedling am! 
threatening iscsaagesu hrbkc out into violent declaration 
of Ills resolution to include .More hi the attainder , and 
said that ho should bo personally present to ensure the 
pacing of the hill. Lord Audley and hi* colleagues on 
Uldr knee* besought their master |o ftifbc&r., leal hy an 
overlhrow in his own presence, he might be contemned by 
hi « Owl] subject*,, and dishonoured throughout Cllri&Een_ 
dom for ever ; adding, that they doubted not ibat they 
skoal 1 L lilld O more meet Occasion ** to serve his turn ; Fb 
for that in thfe disc of ibe nun lie was so clearly in- 
nocL-m, that men deemed him far worthier nf pmisc 
than of reproof Henry w jm- compiled to yield. - £udi 
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was the power of flefenwlcss Ttmic over the ilendtr t<v 
mains of independence among slavish. peers, am! over 
lingering remnants of coi union humanity which 
might still be mingled with a, coukr policy in the bomms 
pf subHcrient politjtUlU- One of the worst of (hit 
race, Thomas Cromwell, on mooting Roper in the par- 
tamfitt house ties! (lay after the king ifiJffltwl to the 
prayer df his mini* tent, told him to ti'U Mora that he 
was put out of fbe hill. lEoper sent a mess-engei tu Mar¬ 
garet Roper, who hotenrd so her Moved father with 
the tiMinpSi More imnttrtd her, with Isis usual gaiety 
ind famine*, « In filth, Mcgfr whit Es put off is not 
given up.'" * Foon after, the duke of Norfolk Mid to 
him,— Hl By die mnw! mMterMore p it is perilous striving 
with princes; the ftsgtr of a piittW brings itetdi*— 
« ]g tint oll h my lord? then the different between you 
And me is but thi^— that I di* r fo-tfd#, mid you fo* 
worrow" Xu lift In Plutarch is more full of hippy 
Eaymps. ami striking rttott* ihwi that of Mure* R U( 
the temmras ami liveliness of hli are juidy overlooked 
in lIui contemplation of rlmt union of perfect rimpticiiy 
with moral ^ntmli'ur, which, perhaps, no other human 
being has bo uniformly reached. 

By ft tymnnienJ edict, miscalled a liw. III the sense 
Eesriou of 1433-4, it was made high treason, after the 
lit of May, l#S4 f by writing, print, dttd 7 or act, to do 
or to prociinf, or cause co be done nr procured, any thing 
to the prejudice, dander, disturbance, or ilexogirian of the 
kings lawful matrimony with queen Anne, If the 
Hamt: offence* wen? committed by words, they were Only 
mkpriidott. The Fame act enjoined all per*nni eo [&kc 
an o.Llls to main Cain th* trh&lf ronimU of the itltute, 
and ill olsstinase refuel En mike nidi meIs wis sub- 
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jectcd to die penalliL-ft of misprision. This statute pre- 
ucrLbed no form for the- oath. On die riOth of M arch , 
however* which waa die day of doling the tenon* die 
chancellor Audley, when the commons were »t the bar, 
but when they could neither deliberate nnr as*m, rad 
die king's letters patent* containing die form of an oath* 
and appointing die archbishop of Canterbury, the chan¬ 
cellor, the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, to he winmLi- 
sl ducts for administering it 

Sir T- More was Hummoned to appear before these 
commissioner* at Lambeth* on Monday the l^th of 
ApriJj 153*. " On other oerrudons he cwmnre n*cd p 

al his departure from his wite and children, whom he 
tenderly loved* lo have them brought to hi* heal* ami 
there to kiu them. and hid them all farewell. At that 
time he would under none of them id follow 1dm forth 
of die gate* but pulled the wicket after him, and shut 
them all from him* and with Eopfr and four lerranta 
took Uui towards Lambeth* lie Rat for a while : but at 
lwt, his mind being lightened and relieved by those 
high principles id which widi him every ]ow consider*, 
ation vieldcd p whispered — <f Sou lloper f I think out 
L ord, the held is won. - —“As 1 conjectured* my* 
Roper, «it waa for that his love to t^od conriucrdd his 
c.irijzJ affections" An account of hsi conduct during 
the examination at Lambeth was went by him to his 
darling child, Margaret Hoper + + After having read 
the stature and the form of die oatb + he declared hb 
renlinni to swear dial bo would maintain and defend 
the order of succession id the crown as established by 
, parliament. He disclaimed nil censure of dmse who hail 
Imposed, or on those who had token* iKe oath, hot declared 
it to be impassible that he ahou-td swear to the whole 
contents of it* without pending against bia own con¬ 
fidence ; adding* that if dicy doubted whether his refusal 
proceeded from pure scruple of ronsdencc or from hi* 
own phantasies, lie was willing lo satisfy dim doubts by 
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onlln The ccminijssjoner* urged that he va the first 
aSiti refused it: they showed him Lhe subtuniptloha of 
nil the lonls and cum mom who hid sworn; they hdd 
cut the kmgi sure dj.Rpleaaure At she sungle TeeuMint, 
lVTicn he was called UU ii b«ttrod time, they charged him 
wiih ubsthiacy fur nut mentioning any Sjiedd part of 
die cash which wounded hi* comicitnee. 

He Answered, ikt if he were So ujwn Ids reason h for 
refuel farther, ho should eiaapnilD the king itill tnoerc. 
He offered, however* to n^igu Im reasons if the lords 
womIiI pwurc his bigbesa 1 ! gracious a^surame diet 
the avowal of die grounds of his defence diouU il at foe 
considered as offensive id [he king, nor prove dmgerooi 
[c> himself. The eommhsioners answered that *udt 
assurnncei would be hd defence again hi a legal cbu^c^ 
He offered., however, to tru.ni himself to the kings honour. 
Cninmer took sonic Advantage of More s coEdutir, UF^ing 
diat, as he had disclaimed #11 bl#me of ihwe whu had 
iitforn, ii was evident that he thought it only doubtful 
whether Ehe oath was unlawful; and ■ ten red him to coiw 
E ider whether die obligation n> obey the king was not 
Absolutely certni n, He was stru ck with die aubtilty □ f ihia 
reasoning* which took him by surprise, but not convinced 
of Its solidity. Not* tdistari ding his surprise he seems 
to have almost touched the true Oliver, that as the oath 
contained A profession of opinion, such, for example, u 
die lawfulne** of the kind's marriage, on which men 
might differ, it might tie declined by tome and taken by 
other* with l i|Lsa] honesty. Cromwell, whom More be¬ 
lie veil to favour him* loudly swore dut he would rather 
ifc bis only son hail lost his Iil-u.iL than lhal Mure had 
thus refused die oath-. Cromwell bore die answer to 
die king, AEtd chancellor Audfey distinctly enjoined him 
to itate very clearly More# wifllngnesFi to swear to the 
lUJrceasion. * If Surely f " said More, ** a# to swearing to 
the succession, l sec no peril/ 1 Cromwell w#a not a 
good nuLcit, but the gentle virtue of More subdued even 
the bait He never mure returned to hh bouse', being 
committed to the custody of the abbot of Weatnausaicr, 
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in which he continued four days ; and at ihe end or ihat 
time he wjlh conveyed to the Tower* on Friday the 17th 
of April, 1534, 

Before the end of the session, 1531. two ibtitteit 
were p&a&d to attaint More and Fisher of mbprishxn 
of inea>on, Kpecifymg the ptmfchmenl to be imprison¬ 
ment of body and Tush of By tjuiL which 

relates to More* the king's grams of land lo him in 
15^3 and arc resumed; it is alleged that he re- 

fused the oatli since the 1st of May of 1534, with an 
intent to sow edition ; and he h reproached for having 
demeaned himself in other respects u ngratefiilly and 
unkindly to the king, his benefactor* 

In the session which la-gun on the 3d of November, F 
1534J, an act war parsed which ratifies ami professes to 
recite the form of oath promulgated on die day of die 
prorogation; and enacts Iti.it the onlli above recited dull 
be Pfptr^ni to be the very oath intended by the former 
act of silcecMikmf, though there Were, in fait, wme nib- 
stantinl and important intcr^lidoilB in I hr? latter act; 
such as [he words 41 most dear and entirely beloved, 
lawful wife, queen A tine/’ which tended lo render that 
form still less acceptable than before, to the scrupulous 
consdcnoes of More and Fisher, 

That ibis statement of the legislativeIftcasures winch 
■Acted them is iicmiif to a consideration of the le¬ 
gality of Mute's trial, which must l» 0 Wm<d to he a part 
of its Janice, will appear in its proper phee, In the 
mean time, the fetf preparatory incidents which woimil 
during thirteen months' imprisonment, mast be briefly 
idUtecL His wife Alice, though an excellent housewife* 
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yet tn her liiits to the Tower haiulled Ein misfununcs 
niul Ids scruples too roughly. '* Like an ignorant, and 
somewhat worldly, woman, she bluntly said to hira T 
' How i'ati a man taken for wm 1 , like you, play the fool 
in this du*w Hlthy prison, when you might lie abroad at 
your bberty s If you would but do n* the bishops have 
done? IIH She c tifar grd on bit fair house at t 'helMa* “ his 
library r gallery^ garden, Mid orchard, togedicr with the 
company of his wife ami children-" He bure with 
kindness in its most tinpLeAsing form, mid answered 
her cheerfully after his manner, which wu to blend 
religious feelings with quamfoeia And llndinm- “ la 
not thk bouse u nigh heaven as mine own She 
answered him in a homely csclamation of contempt*, of 
which the origin or meaning cannot now be Asr^rtiiodj 
K Tt% volte} fifty volte "f He trenlcd her harsh 
language as i whobomc ex tr efoe for Ids patience, and 
replied wLliv equal mildness, though with more gravity, 
w Why shuuld 1 joy in my guy bouse, when if 1 iIiouM 
rise from the grave in seven years, 1 should pot fall to 
find jwrae otic there who would hid me to go out of docra, 
for li was none of mine ? " It wm not thus diat Itii Mar- 
garet Roper condoned nr corresponded with him during 
bis confinement* A Jihort note written to her a little wh ile 
after Ilia curntmifaent, witli a coid (hkonly pen and ink) 
begins, '* Mine own good daughter/ 11 And La closed in the 
following fotul and pious words :—- if Written with a coal, 
by your tender luring father, who in bis jioor prayers 
fuigetteih none of you, nor your babes, nor your good 
h Ltfdhmds, nor your father a shrewd wife neither.* Shortly 
after, mistaking the sense of a letter from her, which be 
thought mlvked him to compliancy he wrote a letter to 
her which rebukes her mppon.vl purpose with the utmost 
vehemence of aJ&crioo, and the deepest regard to her 
judgment. “ J hear many terrible thing* towarilw me i 
hut they alE never touched me, never so near, nor were 
they io grievous unto me as to see you, my well beloved 
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child, Jo such a piimus and vehement manner, labour to 
fhfrsiiAili 1 me to i thing whereof i bai t of pure necessity, 
for respect unto mync own wid, so often given you 30 
pneciw ui answer before. The matter* that move my 
cunscknco f liflTE iimrfry times shown you, ill At 1 will 
disclose them to no one,* Margaret's reply w&s worthy 
of heredf. She itcL[uiehees in his E£ Faith Ail and delectable 
letter, the faithful mrt&eEtgcr of his virtuous mind/' and 
almost ryjoices in his victory over all uorthborn circs. 
tdir n - • 1 elude* thus :—“ YoUr own merit loving eibcdimt 
daughter and lsfdci™omin+ l Margaret Roper, «eho de- 
sireth gbovc all worldly things to be in John ^ Vocal's 
stede to do you some service,” This John Woo*! was 
the servant permitted la attend sir Them eh Merc in the 
Tower, After another interval, boweirr, pity prevailed 
m far n to obtain the king s Iken«? for Margaret Roper 
to resort to him in the Tower. It would be bbmahlc 
to Seek for bad tnnUvcs in the eiie of m merciful an 
alleviation of punldimenk 

On her flm vi«t p after gratefully performing their 
AtfUitotrid devotions, bis first rare was to soothe her 
afflicted heart by the assurance tbit be saw no muse to 
reckon liimRclf in worse cose there than in hi\ own 
house. On another occasion he asked her how i[oeen 
Anne did* ,£ In faHh, father/* said also, " never 
better/ 1 —"* Never better, Mvgg 3 ’* ipioth he ; " L alas ! 
Mepg, it pineth me 10 mnembtfr into what misery, poor 
soul, £he shall shortly came/' J Various attempts con- 
liimciJi still in- be made to cajole him ; partly, perhaps, 
with the hope that Ins inierimurHC with die bdonil Mar¬ 
garet might llave noftcnerl hiui- Cromwdl told him t3int 
the king was still bin good ttiaver, arid did opt wish to 
press his conscience. The lords commlssioncri went 
twice to the T ower to tender tho oath lo him. Rut neither 
he nor Fiaher would advance farther than their original 
destination of perfect wiltingncKs lo maintain the settle-t¬ 
in ent of Lhe crown p which, being a matter purely poU- 
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ticaJ, was within Ik undisputed competence of parlsa- 
insist. They refused Id include in their oath any other 
matter on account of scruples of msdervee* which they 
forbore to particularise f test they might thereby furniali 
their enemies witb a pretext for representing their de¬ 
fence as a new crime. Ai their real ground, which w*§ > 
thiil it would be instil re-re in them td declare upon oath* 
that they believed the king's marriage with Anne to be 
lawful, they might* by the statement of that ground in 
defending themselves against a charge of misprision of 
treason, have incurred die penalties of high treason. 

Two difficulties occurred in reconciling liicd^lruction 
of sir Thomas .More with Miy form or colour of law. 
The lint of them consisted in the circumstance [hat the 
naked act of refusing the oiuh wss, even by the Tale sta¬ 
tu [e, punishable only m a misprision ; ami [hough con¬ 
cealment of treason wm never expressly dvr hired to be 
only a misprision till the stamie to that effect was passed 
under Philip and .Mary V chiefly perhaps occasioned by 
the case of More, yet it seemed utrange thus to pro¬ 
secute him for ihe refusal, as an art of treason, after it 
hail been positi vely made punishable as a mSapriaksi by 
a general statute, and after a special act of attainder for 
misprision had been passed against him. Both these 
enactments were, on the supposition of the refusal king 
■indictable for treason* absolutely uwl«w, and such as 
tended tn make Mure believe that be wui safe as long 
as he remained vikit. The second ha* been already 
intimated* that he bad yet mid nothing which could 
bo to rturctl into a semblatiec of those acts lIlto£h- 
tory from the king's marritt|ie p which had bceti mode 
tnanru To conquer this last difficulty a sir Rubin Rich 
the solidtor-geseral undertook die mfunuus lads of be- 
traying More into some declaration , which might be pre¬ 
tended Id be treasonable. in a cwtfcfldential conversation, 
and under pretext of familiar friendship* Whs c the suc¬ 
cess of this fliigitiu-lLS attempt was a [he reader will set in 
the account of Moron. trial, ll appears from a letter of 
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Margaret Itopir, apparently vrjticn i li the winter of 
IoSt-o p that hin. persecutor! row tried another cxfie- 
lIk-jiL for Vanquishing Ills constancy „ by restraining; him 
from church K and she adds, Ji from the company of my 
good mother and his poor duMretl, 11 * Mure, in hin 
answer* drpnafcse* Mi wonted affection in very familiar, 
but In most Mgrufleantp language: -— Tf if I wore to de¬ 
clare in writing how much pk^utiireyour daughterly loving 
Utters gave me a a peck of coals would not suffice tu 
mute the pens- 1 ’ So onniiiluiit was he of Mi innocence, 
.u liL so Mtfe did lie deem himself ot( the side i>f law, ilmt 
' 1 he bdicvd some new causeless suspicion* founded 
upon some secret sinister inform miott / 1 hud rtseti up 
against him* t 

Ou dir 2d or 3d of May, 3 33o ? sdr Tljomii More in¬ 
form'd bis dear daughter uf ji *UU from CroutWcll, at¬ 
tended by tike attorney amt solicitor general* and certain 
civilians, at which Cromwell urged to More the alatute 
which made die king head of the church, and required 
iUk answer on that subject, Mure replied; “ | am tile 
king'* true faithful mljjrdj and daily Ik-dt^inan : 1 say 
no harm, and do no harm ; and if tliis he not enough to 
keep a man alive t in good faith I long not la live/' This 
inelt'en mil attempt wa* fallowed by another visit from 
Cranrncr* die clianedlor, the duke uf Suffolk, the earl of 
Wiltshire, and Cromwell, who, after much argument, 
tendered an oaih, by which be was to promise to make 
answers tu question* which they might put J; and on hk 
decisive refusal, from well gave him to Understand that, 
iigreeahly to the language at the former conference, * f hk 
grate would follow the course uf Ids Iaw» inwards such 
a> he should Unit obstinate*" Crwinter, who ton gene¬ 
rally complied with evil counsels^ hut nearly always la¬ 
boured to prevent their execution,. wrote a persuasive 
letter to Cromwell f earnestly praying the Idng U> be con^ 
lent with More and Fishers proffered engagement to 
maintain die jiuocefiidon, which wuuld render the whole 
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nation unanimous on tlic practical p&rt of thul pvflt 
nihjcci. 

On the fids of y\ay T 1533, almost immediately after 
tilt defeat of every attornpt to practise on hi* flrtnne**+ 
More was to trial at Wes tin tarter, and it will 

scarcely be dnubtol, that no wirfi culprit stood at any 
European bar for a ibMMnd yean;. It is rather from 
caution than from necessity that the ages of Roman 
liqminati&n are excluded from the comparison. It dues 
hot wean that In any mural respect ^ratea trinwLf 
cnukl claim a superiority* It in lamentable that rile re- 
cords of I hr proceeding against such a man should he 
scanty. Wed* not certainly know the specific offence of 
which hr was convicted. There sines not seem, however* 
to be modi rbubt ill At the pro«enHion was under the act 
^for the establishment of the king a succession " passed 
in rile session 153.i-t % which made it high treason * In 
do any thing to the prejtwlice, ■Under, dJsturlunce, or 
derogation of the lawful marriage" between Henry ami 
A irne. Almost any act, done nr declined, mig]hi hr forced 
within rin tmJafiHcd limits of such vague terns. In 
this case the prawoitow probably rtpemted bin irfmd 
to iTiswer stftiin sjuwlKW's winch, according to thiTP^ 
must have related to (he marriage, hi* observations at 
his last examination,, and especially his convt'rssiitioo 
with Rich, u overt ads of that tm»n ( fnmrach m 
it mast have been known hy him that hts cfmduct on 
these occasions tended to create * general douht of the 
legitimacy of the marriage. 

To the first alleged latum* ef hh resistance to the 
king, which amshited in his original judgment against 
the marriage, he *hswct«I in a manner which mulcted 
reply impossible ; * f rinu it could never be tzracn for 
one of the king** adviser* to give him honest advice " 
On the like Kfiual respecting the tings hearfAtp of the 
Church, In: answered that “ no man could be pnniahed 
for silence/* The attorney grtiersJ said, that the pri¬ 
soner's silence was nafidou*/* Mor*= justly answered, 
* sAvnuti 
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tiuu ■' be had a right to Sw silent whore bis language waa 
likr-h’ to k 1 inj uriuuslv iniscoiiH titled/ R^pocliiin lilt 
letters to bishop Fisbefp they were burnt, and no evi¬ 
dence was offered of dieir 1:011 Lett I a h which he wkuitlly 
declared to have nu relation to (he chargee. And m to 
(he list diaipc, tlLiiii lie hiid caUiil ihe act of seStktiti;iil 
w a two-edged award, which would destroy Iilh tool if 
be compiled with it F and his hotly if he rrfuKtt," i$ was 
answered by him, that ** he reppMed the reason uf his 
refund (o be equally good, whether (he question led ro mi 
oth-tLce against hi* conscience, or (o the necessity of cri¬ 
minating himself/ 

Cnun w elt hail before told hinij that (hough lie w as 
suffering perpetual imprisonim-nt for the misprision* the 
punishtEJcn i did not rdcaae him from Ids ilkghmce, and 
be was autL-ssabh- to (he law fur Eicbmil Grom well 
overlooked (he essential circumstances. that the fact- laid 
as treason Were tike Baiun on which the attainder for ink- 
prision wm founded, Emu if (hat were not a strictly 
utajFiLuiiiabk' objection in technical law, it certainly 
showed the flagrant injusUcu of the whole proceeding. 

The evidence* however* of any such strung dreutn- 
stanceF attendant on the refusal a* could raise it into 
an act of Lrea.-rt.rn must leave seemed defective ; for (lie 
prosecutors were reduced (o (lit? necessity of eKammiiig 
Rich, one or their own number, to prove circumstance* 
of which ht could have had no knowledge without. die 
foulest treachery on his port. Rich fcaid* (hat Ik? iwJ 
gone to More as a friend, nod asked him, if j±l act of 
parliament had made Rich king, More would mi ac¬ 
knowledge him. Sir Thomas saId T ** Vts, sir r that | 
would /—•** If (hey declared me pope, would you ac- 
knowledge Itie ? a *-—“ Iti (he tim case, 1 have no douht 
about temporal govemmemB; but suppose ihe parks™ 
metis utiouJil milur a law (hat God should not he God, 
would you then, Mr. Rich, any that God should nut be 
God r H —“ No," says Rich, " no puiUiuiml could tnalcc 
bueh a law/ Rich wont on to swear* that sir Thomas 
More added, H .No more could the parliaineni make (be 


Mil T£10WJ.H ironH. 


99 

king supreme bead of (lie church." Men? denied the 
Utter jiiii of Rich's evidence altogether; which is, in¬ 
deed, inremsitfent with the whole tenout of hk language. 
More vl-jlss then compelled to the proHig&i, y of 

Rich's chjinfter, * f I am h " he sorry for 

your perjury, thin for mine own peril. Neither [ F nor 
any in an, ever took you to lie 1 person of finch credit as 
! could communicate wiih on such matters. Wf dwelt 
near in one parish p anil you were always esteemed very 
Light of your totigtlc, and not of any cmnmtrndablf fame. 
Can if bo likely to your lordship* dial I should hj uru 
juMgedly overshoot myself* as to Lrust Mr- Rich with 
what 1 ha ire crnirealed from die king, or any of his noble 
and grave conn$ellors f H 

The credit of Rich wjl? fo deeply wounded, tftll he 
was compelled to call dr Richard Southwell, anti Mr. 
Ralmer, who were present at the conversation, to prop 
hifi loitering evidence. They made a paltry excuse, hy 
alleging that they were so occupied in removing More's 
books, that th ef did not listen to thu word* of this r.w 
traordinary conversation. The jury*, in spite of these 
circumstances, convicted sir Thomas More- Chancellor 
Audley, who was at the head of the apanmiadp ifp ef whu h 
Spchiian and Kitzlierbert, Eminent Lawyers, were mem¬ 
bers, was about to pronounce judgment, when he ww 
interrupted by air Thomas More, who claimed the usual 
privilege of being heard to show that judgment shuuM 
not he passed. 

More urged, lliaf he bad iso much ground for his 
sctTiph-s si St least to exempt hi* refusal from the itu~ 
putation of [luaftbctiorip or of what dm Jaw deems fo he 
mail re. Tile chancellor aikrti him once mote how his 
wmiplrt could balance the weight of the parliament, 
people, and church of England ? a topic which hail been 
used against him at every interview and conference wnte 
he Was brought prisoner m Lambeth. The appeal to 

* S* T, IWlirtCT h «lr T fk-nt, 0. Liit-HI. **qui n\ TlMiraii BuEt^r^Uitt, 
G. i liuirtKY, ptilittniafL Eti wj r i * SLk-/ kTT.-srr, YTjiliJui Hrr-niii JuprT I^dr. 
Tfioiriu tu A ii^en. JuJin Puryelt, JlirtwJ. Ek Lkmj, and Q. .fiim.Vwi_ jrltr 

UpDitf i, wtn Hie JLLTT. 
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weight of authority influencing rimNKDte was, how- 
ever, singularly unfortunate, More answered* as he hod 
always ilont, lf Nino out of ivt\ of Chruduu now in the 
wurlil iliitik wills me. Nearly all the ] earned doctors 
ami holy father* who are already dead. agree with me : 
am! therefore 1 think myself hot bound to conform toy 
conscience u> the eouncell of one realm iigaiuRt the ge¬ 
neral comment of all Chief Justice F\tJ- 

j a tries con eurted in the sufficiency of the Indictment; 
whiu-h, after the verdict of the jury, was the only matter 
before the DflUrL 

The chancellor then pronounced the savage sentence 
which the bw directed incase of treason. More, hav¬ 
ing no longer any im^mres to hoop* openly declared, 
that after semi years' study, ** he could find no colour 
for billing thiti a layman could be head of the church. 1 " 
The commissioners once more offered him it favourable 
audience for any matter which he had to propose.— 

Mot* have I not to say* my brila, Intt [hat a* St. 1'nul 
held the clothes of those who stoned Stephen Co death, 
ami an they arc lautli lluw Hainta in heaven, and -hyll 
continue there friend* for ever: so I verily mist, and 
&h.i[l therefore right heartily pray, that though your Jonl- 
shipa have now here on earth been judges to my con., 
demotion, we may* nevertheless, hereafter chetTfuDy 
meet In heaven* in everlasting salvation/'* 

Sir IV. Kington* 41 his very dear friend/ constable of 
the Tower* as ± with leara running down his obeeka, he 
conducted hU prisoner from Westminster, condoled with 
sir T. More, who endeavoured tn aR-nxagr the sorrow' of 
hU friend by tile consolation* of religion. The tame gen¬ 
tleman said aftiTrfards to Roper, — lf I wits ashamed of 
myself when ] found my heart so feeble* ami his so 
strong." 

Margaret fluper, hif good angel, niched for his 
landing at the Tower wharf. rs After LLr hinging ujH 3 n 
her tores revenmtly received* without care of herself, 
pressing in the midst of the lhmng, and the guards [hat 
* R*pr 4 |l go. 
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were About him with halberts anJ bdls T die hastily ran 
Io him, ami openly, in sight of them all, embraced and 
kissed lit hi r Tit save her again hu fatherly blessing* 
After separation she* ill ravished with the cnifae lev* of 
her dear father, suddenly turned back again, ran to him 
aa before, took him about the neck* and dlrem times 
kissed him moel lovingly* — a right which made many 
of die beholders w«p and mourn /* # 

Thun tender was die liem of the admirable woman 
who had it tile same time the greatness of soul to 
string ihen her fithur a fortitude., by dL^cIahnihg die sd- 
via? for which he, having mistaken her meaning, had 
meekly rebuked her, to prefer life to right. 

On the 14th of Jim** he wins once naore examined by 
four civilians Lia the Tower. i4 lie wu asked. first* 
whether he would obey the king ua tuprew* Aiflti nf fki 
church of England on f&fih immrdititeiy under ChrUt f 
to which he said, that he could make no answer. Se¬ 
condly, wliodicr lie would consent to the king i marriage 
with queen Anne,, and ojirro (Ac marriage rifA the tody 
H rtf tv An vr bffm u nin r rfut ¥ To which he an¬ 
swered that he did never Rpcak nnr Meddle against the 
same; and p thirdly * whether he ai not bound to answer 
tlit i said queaiion, and to recognise the hmdthip cm w/dtfit- 
Maid ¥ To which be mid, that he could make no 
answer." + 

ft is evident that these interrogatories, into which 
some term* peculiarly objectionable to Mare were now 
for die linn lime inserted, were contrived for the sale 
puriw-'fn of reducing tk iLLnssrious victim to die option 
of uttering a lie or of auiering death, The conspirators 
against him might, perhaps have a faint idea diat they 
had ai length broken his spirit. If he perrimed, they 
hoped dial lie might be represented is bringing destruc¬ 
tion on himself hy his own obstinacy. 

Such, bowcvtTp waa hts culm and well-ordered mind, 
that he said and did nothing to provoke his fate. Had 

* n*r*r, p si 
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hu giren affirmative be would bare sworn 

falsely; he was the martyr of veracity. He j^nsihed only 
Waaiki lie w*h riurere. On Mon day, the 5 th of J uly, 
1^35, ]|L wrote a furowd] ivtter to Margaret Roper, 
with his usual materials of cotiL It contained biasing* 
to nil his children by name, with a kinii mnembnitef 
evi*n to one of Marprefs maiik, AdTfrtitig to dicur 
Use interview, on tho cju*y 3 he says* — " I never liked 
your milliter towards me better than when you kissed 
rriL- hm; for J lore when daughterly love And clear 
charity hive no leisure to loot to foridl)' mujImt" 

I hi Tuesday, the (jth of July (Si. Thomas'* t vpj, 153^* 
nr Themaa I'ope, £S his singular good friend/ H cstn* to 
him early with a from tin* Muff and tuiiticilj to 

**y that bo should die before nine o'clock qf the sane 
morning. " The king i pleasure/* said Pope, iS m that 
you shall not use many worda/ F — 41 ! dy purpose,™ 
answered More, i( to have spoken somewhat, but 1 will 
Conform myself to ihe king'# commandment. and I be¬ 
seech you to obtain from him that my daughter Mar¬ 
garet may he present at my burial" — •* The king is 
already content that your wife, children, and other 
friends shall be pro-- l-eii thereat/' The lieutenant brought 
him to tin? K-aicdcl which was so wt-uk ihai it w** ready 
to fall on wldcii he said, merrily^ w floater lictuetian I, 
1 pray you see me safe np r and for my coming ilown 
let m-e shift for rayslf." UTipi he laid hla head on 
the block he desired the executioner to wait till he had 
removed hii bcanl, for that haul never (ifftftdcd his liigh- 
noa 

He has been censored by some for such levities at the 
nwiut'm of deaihu Three are censorious cavils, which 
would not he worthy of an allusion if they had rmt oe- 
eaaioned some st-ntim ces of u noble reflection., «u! ixaiu 
tiful corn position* as tlie Hngttih language conijiin b, 
ff The innocent mirth, which had hem aocunspiiMmui in 
hii life, did not forsake him m the lasL HLh death wu 
of a piece with his life; there was mi thing In it new, 
forced, or affected. He did not look upon the severing 
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hia head from his body as a ttrmmKEgmc? which mphl 
la produce djiv change in die (fiifMHftkft of hk mind J 
snd &* he died in & fixed anil settled hope of immor¬ 
tality, hi* thought any unusual degree of sorrow and 
am win improper"* 

Acamliiig to the burbaums practice of Uwb which 
vainly (straggle to carry their cruelty beyond the gravc 7 
the head of sir Huntl More was placed on I bunion 
bridge. Hk darling daughter, Margaret, hail the cou¬ 
rage to procure iltc liiad io he taken down, that she 
might exercise her affection by continuing u> look on a 
head so dear. Carrying her love beyond the grave, she 
desired ihat it might be hurled with her when she died* 
which was about nine years after the fate of her father. 
Tho remains of this predoua ftlie are said to have been 
Hince observed in the burial place, lying on what had 
been her bosom, Her male descendants appear to have 
been floon extinct. Her descendant* through fen tales 
are probably numcraiisuf This admirable woman resem- 
blctl her father in tnltid p ill inaniier* itl the features and 
expression uf her countenance, and in her form and gait. 
Her teaming was celebrated throughout Christendom : ti 
ts seldom dial litcrarniv woura a more agiwahtc »pttt 
than when it becomes a bom I of union hptw ten such a 
father and such a lUughter Ilia eldest son* John, 
married Anno Crtue^ the heiress of on estate a t H.irn- 
horangh, near Doncaster, still held by his priority 
through females** 'Hu* mrittMon of the Moms still subsists 
there- The laai mole dependant of air Thomas More s 
wai Thorns More* a jt-suii, who was principal of the 
college of jesuiis at Unices, and died oi Hath in 17!^, 
hliving sunked his famous order, and, according to the 
appearances of that time, hk ancient religion ; as if the 
family pf More were one of the many tie* which may 
be traced through tlw interval of two centuries and a 

t (Jhp tJ i\vrm m Mr, Jinus HihtoU BfermtoA, inmteri h!« 1*1)1- 

KlTC Ccmn Huftrvtf 1q l^tP, III ■ Hflf itf Hwrt E^|tuli W«*V 11 ™ 
iDrKncrrjL IK-Jcrr lul* 

I 1 t-Ji.Ef t * ?«Oil ¥wiJhUr p m a'M. 
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half between the revolutions of rdJgion And those of 

gfliBHIBHPtlL 

The letters ami narratives of Erasmus diffused the 
story tif Mur'i fate throughout Europe. Cardinal Pole 
bewailed it with ekpnft anti Feeling. It HIIliI Italy, 
the most cultivated portion of Europe, with horror. 
Paolo dovie called Henry a Phalanx though we riiall 
In vain look in the story of Fbdari« F or of any other 
ml or legendary tyrant* for a victim worthy of being 
compared to More. The English minister* throughout 
Euro|>e wen- regarded with averted as dw agents of 
a monster, At Venice, Henqfj iAs ihiidHdj vudeeiad 
capable of any crimes. He ws* believed there to have 
murdered Catharine, anil to be about to murder hU 
daughter Mary-* The catholic zeal of Spain ? and the 
resentment of the Spanish people against the oppression 
nf Catharine, quickened their aympathy with More, and 
aggravated their detestation of Henry, Mown, Uil envoy 
at V oiliuloli i.l„ though t every pure LiiUi] ptmue to* weak 
for More, and describes him by a phnire w contrary to 
the mil's of that languages* ** thrice greatest t" would 
be uj tike idiom of «ura. Wbvn tnteHigtfln.’ of his ^leaih 
was brought to the emperor Charks V nj he tent for sir 
T- Elliot, the English imii bassadur, and said ro him, L1 Aly 
lord ein ba^ador, we understand that the king your mas¬ 
ter him put hi* whe counsellor sir Thomas More to death.” 
Elliot, abashed, made answer that he understood nothing 
thereof* K Well/* *aid the emperor, it if too true ; 
■kill thta wc Will say , tliai if we had been master of such 
a servant, wo should rather have lost the best city In our 
domi neons than have lotit such a worthy counsellm. 1 * 

Winch matter," says llopUj b the concluding words 
of hi* beautiful narrative, {{ was by air T, EitiOt told to 
myself, wy wife, to Mr. Clement and hi* wife, and to 
Mr. Hey wood and hi* wife." J 

* Hllrt If um, 

+ “ Trw mtkiiiMftl ill* MmU."- Eitu. 

t InitoHl irf He^iM perhitM ic auphl 1 ® r#«J HF 1 icrai J" In Eliii 

EW* Uie three dnuihtcri vt »ir Thcnr.s* M*rr t«iU hr |iNrwhL Uil 
|Li|*r fu the ckltat, K n Clng*nt Hie itniml, a-ui C«llJa Eipr^fl. iho 
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Of ill men nearly perfect, tir Thorns* Here lu*!, 
perhaps, tile clearest marks of indindml character, His 
peculiarities, though distinguishing him from ill] Ollier?, 
were jet withheld froth growing Into moral fault?. It is 
not chough to say of him that he ™ unaffected, ihat 
be was natural, that lie was simple ; so the larger part 
of tmly great men hare been. Hut them b something 
homespun in More which is common to him with 
scarcely any other, ami which gives to all his faculties 
■nil qualities the appearance of hiring lire native groni i 
of Hie nolL The homeliness uf his pleasantry purifies it 
from show. He walk* on the scaffold clad only in hi* 
household Ruodoow. The unrefined benignity wish wind, 
be ruled liis patriarchal dwelling at Cbdse* enablnl him 
to look on the aw without bring diattnbed hy feeling 
hatred for the tyrant. This quality bound together his 
genius ami learning, his eloquence and fame, with his 
homely ami ilaily duties, bestowing a genuineness on all 
his good qualities, a dignity on the most ordinary office* 
of life, and an accessible familiarity on the virtue* of a 
hen. and a martyr, which silence* every suspicion that 

his excellence* were magnified. 

Tie thus simply performed great acts, am! utiered great 
thoughts. because they were familiar tu hi* great mu]. 
The charm of this inborn and homebred character scent* 
a* if it would haw been taken off by polish. It ts this 
household character wbieh relieves our notion of him from 
vapichi^, anil dins*** perfection of that generality ami 
culdncai to which tlic attempt to paint a perfect mau t* 

n* liafok. . , 

ft will naturally, and very stnogfr, «cito the regret 
of ihe good in every age, that the life of tins lien of 
men should have been in die power of him, who was 
rarely surpassed in wickedness. Hut the execrable Henry 
was the means of drawing forth the magnanimity, the 
fortitude, ami the meridUH of Mere. Had Henry been 
n. j i] m t ahi! merciful monarchy wc ^ 3jl * B hflW3] 

ihe tfcgzve of txceilam to which bunun nature w 
apabk cf iAwudin^ Catholic* ought to mm in mot?. 
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that mildness md candour ore IJi L - mie ornaments of all 
ntpdn of fiddij ProECsiunts aught to be taught "ho- 
inLlirt and charity from this. iniitaTice uf the wtwsl and 
bwi of men ftJJing inio, what they deem, iht mast fatal 
crrotx A(] men* in tike flffl# conints of contending; 
faetioiu should* from such an example, learn the wis- 

*** 10 ftl * l«t i» Adr moat hated aniagtmtMt they 
tnay strike down a sir Thomas More ; for ai*uredly 
vint» Jj, not so narrow as to be continod to wy party■ 
iind we W t in the rase of More, a example that 

tlie «u««t approach to perfect mdlime dcra hoi d. 
™P* froto mistakes which we may justly deem 
mishit 1 vcMLft, It is a pivgmuif proof* that we should 
hew an? o f hating men far thtir opinions* or of ukyt- 
inp their doctrines because we love and vmttMtc their 
rinucL 


NOTE, 

* It Utm *y OmijBlSMi m <«r a nature which reii^r it im- 
portaJU lo [ 114 J that [ timid Slot be conddcnd u whstmMD 

ror the opMo m of olhen tiatfcpmitig 9**01 and evrfu** whfch 
1 may vwm taeatiwJ upon tu m-at in ootbjr farm, 1 tlurcfWv 
wi.h y» *4d ht-re, though tmewhat out of pUra, that [ 

trtn any portion *if OJr raUtCtlOk hut the oWi .Letch, 
ami iIj*i 1 hhdw noUunj of ihe roat±fii4 of any tulier part 
of it, 

Soirn- partimUft fn Sin- life of dr T. Moor r im obh^d u> 
leavM to RJHHO fotturnte eflfuiirn. Tlwj are, »id«d H fwy 
minute; but tltuy hum- appro to nettun worthy pf being 
nuneilp as they appeared b) mo, from iber Cutuit-rtiLiii with liso 
life nf a wfnj uul ^ min, 

'Ll* rvnrtil, of the priT, council m prin-nw] only linn 
to I hat w* Jo no* cxuliy knowihr date afhia mlmi iuan 
into Hut betjr. Tto iW wl«o t* « kutgktad ftW . 
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of mvnriii) is ncK Ifiwwn. A^ the wlwlc af hi* life 

jrii--iil duTii^ She great chasm in wrils for di-s'riott and ivtu.ni* 
ttwfifrtn «f parliament* from HT7tn l«Z the pla*^ for 
whicli *3r T. Mors ^ and the year of hit early opposition to a 
Mibhidy, jut uftnwwrtiiW i MwiildBdiD| the- *bl%ing *t - 
ertiop of tbc fflnltwnra rmploypl in the nqmimrirt at 
T-uver, arul in tlw Rolls* etapeh We know that he was tpeflier 
of the haute oftnnuiiuni in IJS* and U=M.* Browne WHEb 
owns hli inability to lit the place +; hut be conjectured it to 
haw been ** cither MHdl™** where he rnidni, of Laneoswr* 
of whEdl duchy ho wai cluuicc JWh rl But that laborious and 
owfuJ writer wouM rrat liavt- m-L-ri tioni-d the laln-r branch uf hi* 
ahernaim*, rutf prululdy the furtnor s if he bad known that 
Mow wel>. net dumcvHnr of the Duchy till two jL-an after bii 

iptnktintiipr 

An meccMa in Murc r * ctuarcltanJup is connected with an 
Kn*1 hli phraw, of which the origin is net quite utiifaCturily 
explained* An attorney in hit cuuiit named Tubb* ^mvc in 
prcount in court af a came in winch lw wiu concerned* which 
the dronfeltor (who with ail hi* gentle •*** loral a jo*e) thou^bi 
k> rambling and IncuberenS, tliat he slid uT the end of TuMfs 
apereh* +i Tills is a tale *f a tub;" plainly shewing tiiat iho 
phrase was, tlben fjunilwfly known™ 

Tlw? learned Mr. Douce bai informed a friend uf wine* that 
in Srinntiau Munster* Ouino^phy, then? ii a cut d" a •!% 
|q which a whale was coming too clu^c for her wdetir, and of 
the Bfliiora throwing * tub to the whaW* widently to play with. 
The practice of ilirowiiig a tub or barrel a krp> Gsli f i-u 
divert the huge animal from Jiih^roLii tu afvsa*l P is 

nrenj&med in an old prow indication uf The Ship of 
Fools. 

TlsL'wi possofiC* satisfactorily espbda lie commun phrase <u 

3 tirowing a tub to a whale- but they do not account for haring 
out the wink, and introducing ibe new word tale. Thr tran- 
utian from the fiml phraac totter tsvond is a conridrniMe Mrid& 
it U twtf at b*>t, t tirtrriit cSplained by 51^ Duucc's citations i 
anil no cipliinr*15un uf it has hitherto oec ujtvJ which cah te 

* KftfU cf FirikmaMt in l Dirdi" Obnnul 
t KotH J5* 
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mppvtrd by proof. It iun> be thought probtblt tlut, in pro. 
^ of lime* wune lULULiral wug roitjpart'd a mbfing story, 
vihhh b^wpctud pf lmi>g Itn^muxl and eonfuwd,. Ut or.ltr 
cum hi* ili^g^litu from a direction Hot convenient to the story 
teller, with- tire iuh which be and hi* shipmntc* were wpul to 
tbrunf out to direr! the whale from siting lh* Iwt, and 
dip* Midp « Tins tale I*, lilur ouj mb to the whale.* The 
romiHLriioo might hm b*coj^ popular; and. it might gradually 
been shortened Eileo u m EaJe of a tub." 
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THK LIFE or sift THOMAS MORE, 


ttrmicn nom tei* XKbhn# or tpfjc errr o? ldstdoV iKt-Artwa 
to TUI ArPomwiitT or u* tuouh hoax to nr osurn- 
EllJLUrF H3l t.fl>IiuNi Atfp SOSO! J.r^siFTlEtliri OF Ell 3H1IX- 
uiifi rii 7 rECE$i 0 P-i a.Kn or n» hi ^h kh, 

fyTOi September* A. D. 14 JSG.) 

11 rmnnumc consilium unrtum die Marti] Mf^irno 
So^iitoo die Scptnnbr Anno Regirf Rcgi* Jlenr" 
Septiroi duo dcciifm* 

,B In i*so CotnUfl Oorwilio Thomas Soil ri Thomas ^Inroirc 
■»**“ Sob^ie'Cirilatij Leaded p nnnp sequent," 


(14370 

M CcmiuiM: ConsiliLi tonC die Ltute ixr** dir .Setrt' 

anmi Hegui lU jfi H*nr" vil dp, ■ 

“ 5 * , _*’ Th “"» MlTBwprt m* DLillie; <wifiu nw - (ttn , i„ 
Sub Vtf Gt* London p jump hm|lL ,!! 
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Similar CTHriwi of the KKttfirmfljioti nf TbmU» JIumwc a.hd 
l^wnrcl ChlJlcY n-ri, 1 - tumlt 1 in the ] 4lh P l^ih ? J Ulh, JWItL ITlb 
Hciuy VEL, mil at b court of aldimcn P held tin ik 

(*&*-) • , 

1TtEi NiftV Ifl Ilcitrj 7- Hi,- fdlowing cutty typim — 

“ Ad Uj]£ Cur Ttiomah llvqve uni mb vioctmtailSi i^Pic 
mignti otfiiw *«».* 

^od srt b Comn»n CuuhcEI hctil «i t ht suite day* H 

Fiilirfd — 

-x In iitoComirtum CwsJflo Radii* rvlyc ttcntil nwm &l«f «l 

In li ilii Suhiuf Loculm lotu Thoiiie Marne Genii!- 

mtoqul ilLuil ufficju vfrQBte misnatiit. i-a^ienif ftud cub- 

•wf; 1 * 

41 tYW- ConiiliLl lent iiu* Martin iy 1 di* Scplnnbrii 
irnuo lU^til R^ 1 Hcbtict Octavi Sec undo. 

i k KtMlin die Them More Gent elect' c-^t in mill Subvif s:i- 
Lundim lo* R>c BhI* Gmt qoi imp elc*t fidt in Uc- 
cantatar JimfUm** 

** ^lutii iiq die Mni fi 11 TIp«7 
« Court of Aldermen. 

- Yl jo agrod flat TbpniH More Grot own °f tjwfc^ 
ahmiw °f London w tucb»lmll j!<> or tlie Kiiip Amboiwt in 
tn HI sunder. Jt*H octupiL- liii Howm* »«d ulllce by bin iuf- 
ficknt llepnto uutvll bis dnajcg liome *K*yn" 

« ]ij die Uiru " llemy ^ 

h Court uf A hknrtrn- 

m Ycihtll thm yi ibnll Vcpo ihc Srtftts of lb** Court* 

nnd nul to tftctaa rtiy thing ttwr 'l" 1 ™ { <" lluf ™ 1> wc1ll “ 
of thi< (III* tin# nvyglu hurt mt pMiDeor liruthcr of the *7' 
goorto nnlr> *t I* ■!**«« U> hi* bn#M «■ to « t! * p "«* irt h " 
MdesK nni.l iliwii’Snu ilinM thyrl Jt lo he fi* ih>- f™ti 
writhe of thk rillft So help you God." 
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CARDINAL WOLSEY. 

1471—1530. 


Thomas Cahim sal Worm, the celebrated pH mu mini¬ 
ster and favourite af Henry Vlll. t wm bom at IprtrJchj 
in Suffolk, III 1471- AccomSinE to Cavendish, his gentle- 
i]iiii] usher md biographer, he wu 14 an honest poor 
man's £f iti™ under which rqgu am$ of expression It is 
supposed an attempt is made to conceal the fact of hi# 
father having been a b«tchcr.* That his father Was a 
mm at least of moderate wealth, is evident from his wiLI, 
in which* among other le^tora, lie bequeath* M all his 
land ami 11 *c ll- a■ s- l- c l is- 1 h in the parish of $t. Nicholas, anil 
his ** free and bond land*” in SlS toke* to his widow; 
and, indeed, may be inferred from the dromiKUmce of 
his son 1 # entering die university of Oxford at a very 
early age. Vfolsej was emimfiily favoured by nature 
in grace and beauty of purloin Hence Shak-Hpc-are hap¬ 
pily &ay& of him, that he H w as fashioned to much 
honour from the cradle/ 1 Of those incidents and rir, 
comslatices of hi.i early iloim-siic life* which might 
throw light on the formation of his character, we un¬ 
fortunately possess no information. CuemlM merely 
telU us that from Ida childhood he was 4t very apt m 
learning;” and he himself uwd, in die very xenilh of 
his fortune, to appeal, with laudable vanity* to his uni- 


* TVm Iffinf DD i! iTri'E I^Cirnwif Ut llic fmH irf i ftthcr hlUl*fcg 

hwni d bulctirr, d fantiih nmEiuvc:i> Eua Iwna Wajttt] ttMvrfllllf Hi |iP> * 
ThW kt »J-i d uu.il d# humblr arifiii, -- a aft biiinl |nnjf tn*n* n 
Aft UttflM him, — I* 1 -JHiiyfta on iiU tu ihJi , aii .1 ll inaSEGi-i 

littfp wsi jA HUt Ji**r nil t-seMion, (p |kf dj flic pcrtniBimi ■4 hi i 

»--j|| lei 5«i*cr *iJd dmjnrClotti ife rfiftWfhnt In £hf EfiE « bare i-iurn^i 
him M hmwt Lti’ii a tmlchcntazaiife Afh WU Hw |n*licf of hinmaErna- 
inf^nn. He ji itiiliiidlj ifludcii ru ■ Ik iTUlrbm^hi 111 Oit latlrioJ 
}Mrc^ arfmraudlT Mcnlml, arronimjc Is Mr. .nill**© Caira- 

liuli'i Life!, Ed sieltnri; and hr Lhit <dim34ifrf»l. , i cMbtff, HfclL l#tU m. Shn 
pjfiuldrT Uiumlfr chuiKbriK^ Ilieu l.mhLT uJLr him ■ tHlufeprt ka in 
hi* i'4?lmJyld9 amt l'i ]jdi.jv YcnjQ 4 tui rjieiki of bli filhet a* *■ boiilipr- 
Thml hlri rather ua nMm 3 ^r»liM- r*ij- ciiLiu m ti i ^, u ri4±eJ In Oir 

Itiit, b «-»iJr'nt fmeu Ji .j w.l!, uliu'h fhp riiibra wall boil 1« (lit A# 1 

P«MH ti* Mr. Slngem twlli.f.t nWlo# of Cvm)^ 


iFlZIflxH STATTV51EN" 


veraity appellation of the toy barhtfof, m th^? best proof 
of bin early devotion to literature. 

He wo* entered, most probably with a view to the 
church as m. mean* of livriilhRttl,— the church being then 
the grvit Ladder of ambition to men of lowly birth,—of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, where he became ■ Ijachelor 
of art* til fifteen years of age, an occurrence which, as 
he km 11 self told l * was a rare thing, and u_ J l- 

darn seen." He wa^ also, at a very curly age, elected 
fellow of Magdalen; and having Wn subsequently 
admitted to orders*, was apjoiinted master of the pro- 
pantory school of his college. It is no less cm!Liable 
to the head than to (lie heart of Wotuj that he was, 
from the eomiueciCetnent to the end of his Career, imbued 
with a deep sense of thus importance of the office of in¬ 
structor of youth ; and thru in his school he displayed 
that ftcrscvuranrtv sclf-tortLrul, and unremitting TigL 
lance, so c&sential to the business of education, and p it 
may be added, so indispensable to n penniless votary 
of amhition. During his nsdilence at Magdalen College, 
be enjoyed the society of Erasmus* ami, it is sjueI, also 
of iir T. More- 

An accident —as it Turned out a fortunate one — 
prevented Uolwy froEn probably slumbering out Ills 
a Lays an ihu cloisters of his alma miter, It happened that 
there were among his pupils three sons of ( Jrcy, Tujmjjuia 
of Dorset (a collateral ancestor of l*sdj Jane Gray}, 
who* owing to l leniy’s <b«itrUEtfillllesa of die more Ah~- 
dent and wealthy nobility, even though they had been 
cmtnU'N of tile house of York, then lived in mini retire, 
meEiL During (by Christmas holidays in 1 499, Wob 
wy attended his dS three honourable schninrs” to Nihuir 
father's house; when he so gained upEiii die marquis 
by hia fascinating powera of conversation. and by the 

1 At ihw date >if hi*- [iChrri will, ULii of firptn^T,, ^ Wrfwy V|l 
IS nin r4 i ait*! u it itanfct rint jrfc m orioi " 1 wd| iJliE 

ff TliL»mi-» mj frn Aw ■ pmS wLUiin ■ trt n*sjt *flft Imr ■rifrrittf-, chin J 
*fl| tbil l« *J ' 

j- i, _ j" _ a.i 
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which iilfi pupils hud m ade under his ra^. that 
that nobleman presented him to the rectory of Ljming- 
[on in ginaeratBhue, a bcoeflcc in the pfift of his fa¬ 
mily. Wakey wsa Id the sfjjih ye« of hi* ige whm 
Jm obtained this his firat church preferment, for which 
be immcilkiely TvUnquihhcd Ium wduwl *nd other rel- 
k^iato appointments* Jkfnre, Wtvufj he- kd the 
univeraitj* he hail given proofs of the love uf Literature, 
enterpriji njj nuignihcenpe, ma«l piiwnige of nrt, fihid 
were the virtues of his character ; ami had pres occa¬ 
sion for the KUEpidofcft of tbit disregard of any ipulity 
in ineatiH eMepi their immediate effigy, which wm his 
predominant ud fa Lai viw. He was ehctwi bursar of 
Ilk college ill ] I9$m hi which time Erasmus ws* it thu 
ford; anil he aealaudy concurred with that eminent 
jcfrolsr ami genius (whose venal pralre Mid dispraise: of 
Wot&cy arc alike disgraced! to Literature) In enreiw 
aging the study of die Greek writer, or, as it was then 
CttlleiL die new learning. At die same time VVokev hiul 
erected the tower of Magdiku GoUe^J chapel, known by 
die Dime of IfbJEwyV JImwi 1 , admired for die chaste 
eimpMty and deganoe of its architecture. The build¬ 
ing of this lower involved Wobcy in pecuniary out- 
tamunwub which affects! hi* repetition: for he is 
affiriiKi! to have fnttwMratiy applied 0* college fundi, 
over which his office of hunsar gave him some control, 
to the erection of the edifice \ and h erfn reported 
to have used violent means to supply himself from the 
enlEegv treasury with the necessary money . The saine 
taste for building attended and emhurassed him in 
overy stage of hh career: for no sooner VII he settled 
in hL " cum" than he set about repairing ami kraii- 
Fying die church and parsonage how* ; ami to thU day 
Ether, Christ €hureli rcdkgy Oxford, and Hampton 
Cuun remain munuinents of his wealthy love of magni¬ 
ficence. and genius for architeeiktre, Sever, indeed, wai 
there a clergyman n> whom the dtugnaticra in the epi¬ 
gram— u uf doson poJtor H wciuid more 

happily apply. 
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Wdaey remains! at tbt rectory of LynddgEeti but 
two years, durips^ which an incident, curious in many 
of it* bearings* ^ curved, that ia not unworthy of our 
uolilv, Woik'j, biimg 0/ a ** free and urtible temper 1 ' 
(we quote the ttiogriphlt Britannic*), went with some 
of hi* neigh hours to a fair in an adjacent town, w here 
btfi reverence h saiil to have got hu drunk • an to create 
some iliftMtkrs; for which he was punished by a «r 
Atiiyafl Ihmlot, a neighbouring jiisEke of the peace, with 
the ^ ignominious durance p> of the public stocks of the 
town. This incident is hi [erecting as illcutnive of the 
nwinnen of the lime* The fart of u benofh-vi! clergy- 
Mi being tliqi held tip 10 popular deridoli for u cl in. 
decorum wbidl many of hi* HlCceri su-r^ even in the 
pre^ist iliy, might lerm an act of #**3 fellowship, jars 
much with our rntiviut of modern rctiiiL-inenL Hut it 
clearly shows the fhiitfuhitKs of die English Mil for the 
«eds wf the approaching Reformation; and proves that 
our catholic anEMtors were not m pHm-ridikti, nar 
diose priests rn openly dtaalute in their hsiMw, as pni^ 
testant Kit has repeatedly userted* [ t in probable that 
WolBcy eonaidt*rt*l the affront to he aimed 4 1 die tnean- 
of his birth; for* Iwing of a temper less prune to 
recent injuries than contempt lie held h In angry recdU 
teclian till fortune plaeed the offender within his'power. 
Though prudence nod riuglj.mmihy should have pro. 
vented his, raking up the trawetion from probable 
obtivicnij Wolsiy, on his becoming lord chancellor, 
sent for nir Amy&ft h and, sternly rej^riinanslitig him for 
hu nflTDiu to thf rector of Lyimnj-toni, wmiModed him 
lorcraiiiii wiiliin tk- bouhJfiof t]i t Tempk-during p] £i _ 
SIW- Tilt mods hv nhiclj, after a conlitH-m. nt of five 
or »ts yran, the unlucky justice at length tiip 

rciuntuii'ii i uf die vimlicuvc minister is dunrteri*tic. 


* tTwSimmd fcrtjiit iw-rtLnn it not knimn. irtd UkiuIiI t,™ 

mlharUT tJ, Uk ,i T JiJ.:i H.trin*tiio C..<iij ,h LTr h< "' 

gaBgfca>;BS3j*lffia» 
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Fie embellished the i-xieriur of hi* Ittklmee, at 

the g*rc of the Middle Temple, with the jura*, [he haf p 
and odier bmljjfs of dindneiian proper to Wolsey u n 
cardinal; and by 1 diisi architectural oHcring to the haughty 
churchman's vanity obtained his liberty. 

On leaving Lymitijjtnn (the mu&mnmto of the living 
of wliieh he, however, did not resign f or neven years 
after, having in die mem time obtained two pgpgf 
difl-penuLiiirui for holding a plurality of b«sefire*i) F Wo|- 
sey entmHJ the amice of I taw, archbahop of CanBcr- 
tertmry, as domestic chaplain, and soon after that of mt 
Jiihn Nan far, treasurer of (ulnu, in die mnr capacity. 
The dreurtisunn of Ids being thin mu-m-d (| ie 
houwtudd of the archbiidiop of < anterbiiry .ibumhiuLy 
disprove an assertion of some of his biographers, that, 
overwhelmed with shame for the ill odour in which hil 
iKhsoIliw conduct at his cure of Lymirtpon caused him 
to beheld* he Red from it suddenly on die A*m% in 
1501, of hu patron, the marquis of Dorset; mil h in_ 
dretl, hardly reconcikabln with the reanddous tradition 
of hia inebriety which we have jmt noticed. Though 
nominally but chaplaiit, ait John Nuifiir, owing to the 
infirmity of old age, kkhi committed ro hinq die whole 
management of hi* in which Wolstfj gave m 

much RaEisfivciou, that on the knight* return to Eng. 
land, lie mtfamiemM him with iuch earaestnera to die 
Hug* that Henry (VJL), ever willing Eomttn the ser-* 
vice# af men of practical ability, made him one of hit 
chaplain*. 

This was the step eo formtw which VVolsey hid long 
putted for, and which lie failed not speedily m improve 
as it affonleil full scope for the display ur nil tlionc naJ 
tnrnl anil acquired advantages in which be la admitted 
to have cxccltaL We have Mid dint ho was emiaeutly 
favoured hy nature in dignity uf p mtm and manm-r: 
ht w«, moreover, celebrated according to CivnuM for 
** * spetial giH of natural eloquence, with a filed tongue 
to pronounce die name ; so tint be w&£ Me with (he 
tame to persuade and allure all men toliis purpose j" or. 
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as Shakjipeare phrases i|, Jit wns ki smiling wise, fair 
spoKm, mill perfcuiding." But he possessed endow¬ 
ments still niurt nrt L an el valuibk Bd^t his prcat 
fluency or iliclks and pncttied self-command P Utility 
hul A ■ju.ick ami correct perception of cLunfUfr ami of 
the secret spring of ncEion, md a singular power of 
shaping hk» conduct and convert [ion according to clr- 
curmitanc?*- lienee Ids oximorElinarj influence over 
those in power with whom he came in contact* which 

seemed to partake of the nature- of fruici nation, md which 
was not the leas paramount and enduring ilvxi ti was 
unostentatious wud srciucd to hot hiimlJy follow when*. 
in fact, it guided, With the guy, youthful, ami prodi¬ 
gal Henry V Ill., Woiaej wm httlmw thr magnificent 
courtier—-lire frolicsome companion—the state MrntoTj 
and the commentator on Thomas Aquinos — tbu grave 
ininisLer, and tike m irth fid favourite; while with like 
wary ami calculating founder of the Tudor dynasty lie 
w i m remarkable for the laborious jushluicy, hu&Inras- 
regulirity, and snniiuunions atLadim^Fi- of his habits, 
^uclk JHiwcr of seLL4:oaj[re!l r combined with hi# Bpiamlid 
abilities and insinuating address, could not full to recom¬ 
mend Wwkuy to Henry ;leli! his mblitetij particularly 
when i! was observed (*s we ore informed by Cavuti. 
dull) that, after celebrating niasa tatbru dip king, t+ he 
s(kem not forth the ilay in vain idh™« T lut gave his 
attendance upon those whom be ihoughi to bear most role 
in the council, u> lie must in favour with the king^ — 
chiefly upon ¥nx 7 bishop of Winchester, tike to out tnfiu- 
entiid of Henxy'i ministers* and sir TIhutum Love 11 * h 
master of the ^Arcls, both of whom early appreciated ami 
proclaimed the value of the <1 La plain's dv& service^ To 
these iUtefl«hW^Ky w&g indebted fur all thu a man of 
his abllktics anil ambition required -— an opportunity of 
evincing bis zeal am! address in the king's- immediate str- 


* WoUrr h iul rart mdf tbe m\i Irhi Miid inrk) inriSte n™*MT |„ Uib 
arquojiMiO w » J jnhj fnciuls, H-Lt tl*o them tnUw likt. l%r ifllnlloi 

of hik^'fi t'ai i» iptfarent fcn Ebr L±U lrurt whirh b t to fun ■ jqJ ,i r 

Thi.nu> LEHfO'iMtPHii wiuiujiir<*M »[ lh+nf hli lirr n.| I * 
him Ln Ki k m ill a Uuufcnf cupar fiAli^ md w hUBdmi mjrjj in Luiet,” 
_ r V.J*z 
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rice* i He dreumskmces of the occasion on which he was 
thus employed, though wdl known |a the reader?! of his* 
tury, atrir worthy of being quoted with some fn]nc«a, as 
they were always referred |o hy Wdsey hiui.^'Lf aa the m- 
dJfnt which opened the way to hit. subsequent greatness 
Henry Was it lli^ time rugotialing his intended mar¬ 
riage with Margaret* duchess dowager of Savoy* die 
empemr MiiYiuiiliuii's only daughter ■; arul it was i ice vi¬ 
sa ry la employ a person of great address to adjust with 
the emperor in person some drilrato points tonnccled 
will? th^ marrUgcv Fox and LovoU joined in nttitttly 
recoin niL-ctiliiTg Wolsty ah the title*: person for thecom- 
nn.TCiun, w The king, giving enr uiitu them, ami being 
a prince of excellent judgment ami modesty, commanded 
them to bring hi* ehnpbun, whum they bu much <?nm- 
uiendod, before hh grace's presence. At who* repair 
thither, to prove the wh of his chaplain, die king felt in 
dorLiTiLuriication with him., in matters of weight stnrl 
gravityT slid perceiving his wit to he very fi,ne T thought 
him sufficient to be put in trust and authority with this 
embassy \ and commanded him to prepare himself for 
(hi* enterprise and journey, and for his drpechc So 
repair to bis grace, and bin trusty counsebara aforesaid, of 
whom hr should receive hi* cammUa and infdruerinns; 
by meant whereof/' coniEnurs i Aiendish, “ he hail then 
a due occasion to repair from time to rime to the Hngb 
prewnee, who |Jcrc?[vcil him more and more to be a 
very wire man, ami of a good enter dement/ 1 

lVolsey, having thus satisfied thfr wary mnnarch of Ins 
competency, despatched his rommisHon with a celerity 
which, notwithstanding the extraordinarily Increased 
facilities of modern conveyance* may perhaps still be 
considered great, if not surprising Tie kft the king at 
VMdimond at tour o'clock on Sunday , went to Qiarraem! 
from London by water tltat evening in bn ibim three 
hours, thence posted it to Dow* where he arrived mu 
mom lug as the pimp-bait w&* about to swL % it 
he was convoyed over to ( diis before noon, whence hr 
got to Bruges, where Maximilian wm staying by Tiipl 
i 3 


day looming. Wolsey obtained art iirmdiitf audience 
of the emperor, an d pressed that hks return might bu 
*jc pedlicd, He received his. answer Utein Lh^ tuning, 

started from Bruy's mat morning, and unriTfd in Kkh- 

morut like amt nijzhtn On Jlmrsdsy morning he it- 
tondid at amrt> and threw himself at iho king'u feeL 
Henry^ jufipofling be had protracted his ilrparturv* was 
displeased at freeing him, and began to reprove him for 
the dilatory elocution of hli order*: on which Wolier, 
to the Icing* great surprise, presenting his letters of 
Credence, replied* If it may please your bigbnes*, I 
hire already been with tlto fcmjkcfor* and despatched 
ytmr affairs, I trust, to your pcVi eoutrutation 1u But 

on Second f hough ta," said Lb* ting, " 1 found that sotne- 
what was oniiitd in your orders, and have sent a rues* 

mugor after you with flitter initmetitiM / 1 _ .•* Yes, for- 

frjfldn sire, quoih VV uEsey,I mecuniend him yenterday 
by tin? way; and, having no undemanding by your 
graci? 1 * letter of your pleasure therein* hate notwith¬ 
standing licen m bold, upon mine own dEwretfon (per- 
CL'h Eng that matter to he very necessary in that behalf ) t 
to despatch tike Mme. Audj forasmuch a* 1 hue ciu 
cueded your grace'i commission, I most humbly requite 
your gracious nmtuion and pardon/’ * The king, 
pleased with the whole transaction > gaVC lVoJsey his 
royal 1 hanks, ** fur his good and apeedy exploit,” and 
fumniJintiftl hlin to attend after dinner ; when, uya bii 
biographer, ho rt^wrUnl Ilia embassy to the king I n CtrtJfU 
pi with aueh a graceful ib > portini L nt + ami BO fdlMJUent 
k J1 E tLB (i r T that he reqiinfll thi- utmost applause J all 
declaring him to be a prrKtm of auch capacity and dili. 
B^nee that he deterred to be further employed. Hence- 
fortlk H’uliry was regarded a* on the road to power and 
fortune, being very soon after irtBtdhil fo tike deanery *f 

■ ri* bin Mirfpirai IU>-13# Wnbrf 4 1 bin F]j#rikf Bto* EiptaiEkm ; 

- tta AfrjniufcLe rh»ek N-?rt Fail'd 

\\ III, fL^lJUK- AlHiff [|:i L toil h.Ufi HUiQ, 

Tbi*i nj mud KitL, vjEfa for jnd i^wnljr bLui 
C'rm P rj 'J Bis li-Zli], Hi* KIMff'd : 

tlukt h*H .Urtum* ^e'.lrrj ratfe* ■nin 
Aod bf iTnr*-Iwipfkt Jmm, p ihralir Ju : | thm RrlraJ 
f'w» ana: dtfwl we uU f U*i wW" ‘ 


cAnmKAfi wQixF.v. 


119 


Lincoln r then 1 c :-p most Valuable Isctieficv under a 
bishopric; to which were bided the prebends of Stowe, 
U;Llcon. and I S ri ti hn I • I r The death of Henry 01 thii 
lime (151*9) done prevented hi* receiving further marks 
of the royal favour. 

Wio key* introduction to the new king., Henry VIU-± 
then in the bloom and jmHtihe nf hi* youth, is usually 
attributed to hia pa tron bishop Fox'* jealousy of his mil, 
tin* carl of Surrey, the tatt- ting a high treasurer.. It h 
uid that the |irekti\ observing that lonl Surrey had 
totally cclijhMod him in favour, Introduced H r o]s?y to the 
young prince, with the ho pc that hi! might rival Surrey 
In thm*u aria which win and tttunr the altaclitnnii of the 
youthful bears, an it yet be content to act in ihc cabinet a 
part subordinate to Fox hitmelf, Hut he knew hide of 
the working! of H uLwy'i* proud and aspiring mind when 
he calculated uwu bis resting *a(Ulied in a suhnrdmuie 
capacity, white there existed die remount po?«LbHity of 
his reaching a higher. In a very »hori time* by Ids ex¬ 
traordinary Addles, lie not only supplanted Surrey in the 
royal faTuu^ but alsu bis patron Fox in Use youth fed 
mo-narehV trust and confidence, On the acertskm of 
Henry he was appointed king's almoner, ail office which 
kept him In constant attcndiiure upon the person of the 
monarch in bio boors of relaxation, anil which ihereby 
tumbled him tu acquire such *u ascendancy over the mi del 
of Henry as was attributed to necromancy, and lasted 
for many years the wonder of Europe. Within a year 
after Henry's mourning the throne, be prewnied hii 
almoner with the splendiil mansion and gardenw of hia 
Father's ravenous hut too faithful minister Empum (who 
had just been moil illegally attainted at the ihrine of 
fwpularityjj which Adjoined Ills own palace of lirukwcll, 
in Fleet Street; anil appointed biro rector of Tumnfilpn, 
in FiXftcr h canon of Windsor, registrar im! soon after 
ehanrcllor of the tinier of the Garter, reporter of the pro¬ 
ceed] tigs in the itarHihBmhLTj, and member of the privy 
council: the prebend of Bugthorp and dcwnefle* of Verfc 
and Hereford were added next year, 
i 4 
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Tlie means by which Wolsey gfipiirtfd ami retained 
hi* extraordinary jia^Bdigey ovtr Uvfirj arc sifch as 
might tK' inferred from his quick insight into character,, 
atid power of AssimOiiing hi* discourse? and actions ao 
conting] V, The language of Cavendish otk this point is 

unufiiflUy graphic: — 

IL In whom the king conceived such a loving fantasy, 
wid in esprdul far that he vm the most earnest mid 
reaitiett among till die council to advance the kings only 
will and pleasure* without imp tvjtpcci to the rarae; the 
king, therefore, perceived him to be a tneet instrument 
For the icaxnplishineni of Ida devised will and pleasure, 
Ciiikd him more near unto him, and esteemed 1dm m 
highly h dial his estimation and favour put all other an- 
dent couiLselhirfr out of tbdr act'iiMoniril favour that 
iht-y wen* in before j huttmuch that the king committed 
ditto* will snd pkiLHurt' unto his disposition nmf order. 
W]ii\ wrought mjaIJ hi" matters, that alt Ai* endear *wr 
i raxnufff to MiUfst Mr kin$'* wind; knomnff right trrtt, 
that it wu* thr rrry rrirt ttntl right rmr*r to bring him 
to togh promotion* 'J'lfct* king was young and laity, din. 
Voml all to mirth and pleasure, and to follow hh desire 
atkd appetite, noddug urimlmg to travail in the hu«y 
afiklrs of tilth rc-i]in : the which the almoner jw-mdvikig 
very we[| p took upon him, therefor, u> disburden ihe 
kiiiK of w weighty a charge and troublesome huhinp» ■ 
putting Ehe king in comfort that be aholl not need to 
s|jare any time of his pleasure for any barium that ne- 
ctHs*rkly happens in die council, ilJ long m he being 
tfipre, and having die king s authority and cummamL 
merit, doubled not to see ill kiting* sufficiently Fumuhed 
oikd pfcrftctcd j the which would foil moke the king 
privy 10 all such matterti as should \mnh through their 
hand*, before he would pmeeed to the Hnulling or detrr- 
tninitig of the VHiie, who# Ininrl anil pleasure he Would 
fuMI and follow to the uiiermpfft, wlmrewilb die kin> T 
was womlerly [drunk And whereas the Other indent 
councilor* would, according lo the office of good ami- 
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ueUor& r iliw« times pttittifte the king to have mm* 
dmt an Intercourse in id the council there to bear what 
waa lEcmt 1 in weighty matter*, the which pkwd the kin** 
nothing -iii ill I, Tor hr loved nothing worst than to Iw ron- 
tftraifufli to do any thing ™tmy to hit royal will and 
picture ; Anil that knew the almoner very vrell 3 having 
a secret iELt^Llip^ence of the king's natural inclination* and 
so fast a§ [hr other cihj Hscilurn- advised the king to leave 
his pleasures and to attend to the affaira of hi* tealtn f 
SO busily did the almoner persuade film to the contrary; 
which delighted him mdcll, and caused him to have the 
greater affection and fore to the *hnoncrJ p 

JJeury* owing to hi* fathers jealous rare to remove 
him from tlie inclination beieI mean a of acquiring A ktiDW- 
Mge of public huniness, Inn I spent hi* youth in the 
[lilh&uifo of literaluro anil scholastic ilit'ology, and had 
aequittd a relish tor Ixrtta. In Wolsey he found at once 
u fellow-student and n muter, who encouraged Ids pro¬ 
pensity with A " mm -l Utrd tongue anil omale eloquence," 
Henry was prone to froLic, and the usual excesses ueli! 
amusements of youth and high h pints. ami found in hi* 
reverend expounder of the ffubttvtie* of the Thomists, 
nut a thick nor a rostrum t. hut one who took the lead in 
every entertainment, w ’ho sported u f jested, sang, and 
even ibuectlj unmindful or rcgudlea of the decorum 
smigtit fnr in a clergyman, Xu dnubt this unbecoming 
pliancy of conduct would, an it eventually did in die 
king's mm adult years, lessen Ills reaped for his fa¬ 
vourite ; but youth h unjoispicimiK ami confiding, and 
easily won and deceived hy live flattery of apparent iym- 
pa thy, Wnbey, moreover, waji too good a judge of 
human nature to suppose that Henry's vigorous under- 
standing would be content to while away his lime br- 

* llr W..|w-t' mat 1 utiId fchr Lin^ nnd w.iiu'ifc upcti him, ilid an 
m*n wMil'n. ;iji..ii f iml ■cnlcMblc, ,!:.l iii ill imL Pf^rE* !?■** E-f*t 

mod i^i-ile js !un..1 r dthiL jh i ri[4jJii (■ ■ ntmnj* idiim F mini i jjit flrviiT out 
or Ill'll JjaidBlW 1<l ■ •bl-MIL fuitiur wilJl m\\ Hr • |-.C-I EJ[ ihr PlAlUfB- USlK 

ijnm itiiiii -nf nbn tlriu'i pliifeQOMfi. □ nil uf till Oia.1 wire ffnE, iott w Jurat 
hr rfwrd fat- Ii:i i.l ri«i*V IhLra hi* Aittrrcd uwl nu ,1. till Hflul w iib flfU 
tWpn«.>lWfll>, Frac Frri. To the *nnic cCfctl writ** 

VcrpL — S^c Jfikhn }hsi£>ry 1 / JL'n^firm/ 


^gTiTT0U(^ p 

ir?th' T*r Wld Tho,n “ At|uin*a ; and therefore, 

m ti t interval* of ittlnancnt, introduced busing, ami 
»anly manwated .W mui™ of a***, wU ^ hf 

^ :r™ t r r nvr * K ™ M h * ««*"** 

J™' ** *? intruB( *' tdfidn to hi* Fuhera 

r„: -r* - -*>»» 

** c-S:" ffsryirts r.“ 

!!JS[ Jnt 1 tilv,f . tM ' h '" U. him f* the 

Sk'" * ' hl . ,r by the flnitDM, and 

^ 11 whifh luJ long 1 |Ilm 1 aoicmir 

thaT’tW mttnf " > *' nicttTl ^ **< lr “eem«it of hi* attii* 
they prcm**! i, by the tno»Jt^e *hich « 

thlJh?^ ,JU “"^T 1 upcn ,(lEni 1 ,J ‘« while he 

SBftr^ “ lm> * hi » liini? i" those pletuRimUo 

i It i 160 I*-"? ni)lJ 1 ” rn,hc hi»T»nd in 

f’r ^ « — «»bfe bin t p sway 

■ l> " E> ' tF w,ltl »b«lut<e authority, hit ben BVBtttn tl > 

E 7 J, ' in “ ,d * lo i,l,ruil to fa«* th* 

Sn JS*r -jr-* wh(> wm a,c ««««* hi* 

J: 1 *l»i> «uld entertain up view but that of t,™- 
motins *rn«; and that if ihe minister bad alJthe 
«mt for pleaoure wiU, himself, and tile ximettsrc 
lltcrmturt he could more cunly, at intervals, aett>u ^| 
«o htm for hi* uhok- conduct, J inteotfn* hi 8 “ 
htaiJuaHy into the knowledge of public business : ami 
Loa without tediou. strain, or.ppliea^HnW 2 
t of ^".menr.. 11 V bait J* 

hi» vkL Pf rod * I bB ^ entered into all 

' " Illt " ol w f *«*» «lbmd ehM.lr.tu minister 

-j.'.Z' ~ Jto '7 ll “l> *- **Jy 

„r,„ dfS, „?S„ t 7 p ~ J “ ,S1 '. 

Thr inhHo life of Wotey f tom this time properly l*. 
S* l ° ^ > rather, we ahcStld 

be more correct m wyinp, that the history or K,Jr Jrf 
W the year IS* to |«® i, nothing S^SSX 

HSJ’vi 4 uL ta T,;; f hSBSS? i, ^ am 


rAHDT^AI WftJWF* 


1 £S 


htfttarj of Wdjey's insatiable ambition, He gochi cqeu 
stnutal himulfike sdeAtcnue Eo Henry* favour and 
iuhar-i of every rtnJfc found St expedient to ensure hli 
mediation by flattery ami preseii ts* which showered in 
on him so fosE, tiiAi r ttjt Cavendish p « he wanted nothing 
ddiLT to plenc his fantasy or to enrich hi* coffers, for¬ 
tune so smiled upon him." The two rivi] minUtera^ 
^ Um Ti ^ 5cI1 of NorfbSfcj and Fds, who petcdml 
too life ihat the fccrvEint whom he hail advanced hid be- 
come his master, quailed before his ascendancy, The 
foimer, not long after, Ending that the king it extrava¬ 
gance far outran Inn revenue, was glad io resign bis 
oflire of treasurer, and retire from public life, Wcitey 
immediately uxik upon himself the vacant office, and r by 
tllre moat arbitrary a^rcssLoris of an tliDrit y p contrived 10 
supply his master with the rnrims of Imlulgittg hj* pr<N 
digility and Jnve of magnf(icenee, Fok too with drew 
from court, and thought it prudent. Ee sordine himidf 
for the remainder of his days to the care of his diocese. 


LHt qqrvn TjEhiriHP'.^rr«|™fcd With him ttttfi- 
•■■>' i.iArlf Vant it Alinniin-fc for thr iunr* Ejir re:iu , rrlirinj | :*■ wjie- 

%T"2*J ik + IlhBUr^u for h 

□rrhrijjiclwi^ Ycirk^ H* Lik ri> - i n Aiirr ^ «p SBh Clhc hiiic fi.i t^rrRni LaUp- 
UoWflV.rii la n.iiii' wuH Iht in Vnwun. Hip lrCIrr wntt™ d> WoW*} lr 
“HE « llCT t*™mi in* R it wunh » F M I'm set hL 

lunn* u^ihi |*n|i» I npcnffmfirifiil er. r totou mniri^rr wfIU**i mo 
*ni| Tl^iultjriij jiiu Jf.r jw fcjrndt jnJ bi'ifht IHfpt, iSnmr| rim *ii yot 
r-*1 rtsil^imif-p' ur..l that >uo JUtH mm*i to mf ; nr lonL | 

w*,y fiw unrlmri )■ in y«li for Ed rnnHiAtr iH tDtlM Ian* tdt brotlw, 

«£ ttwrhc niiiri *r4 tofrvttn n i hire A,r Hdt* roruiwl h**r- an 
tn S hi 1 mjrixu.r In Uu Urn kjm* wi* A&j „u 

^ lT»« T*> hmlbv Khd hynoun^rH [ wfl hr bonlrred Ahd 
“ m^WTliifail [hrljnufLl^i. XILJ 

iuy hDWiUlLdt r* Mmt«d IB Oi of Who* « 4 p 0 n,l iHidnn, All J * tMf u 
^L JTjy mrllufe ] .Njl.K- hi*r\r isu Hit lml. | fnj^r Oir i*n* 

lurlinitbcf Mil tool In ny ««(< r r>ij ktMft I IttiKl I ha.r% 

hor.[i>n4 Ifly .rtfTr i& «■!□» thiAlannt kwnar p *™1 jo | tmd la rait™^ 
111 Ifitir HC iMf thrtiRr Bhal 1 iu r dolbr I br iladr few (ado 

Jt In iliri |i.i rTr* ] *l;il he jlmie la ihi JI fk you. S‘n b K itr Eo jou i,t t|| 4 i 
Ejidii Imt .Ini :■■ fTwnf you. 

“ Mi'miflti st Vhw, the k cU| ^Jinuur, 

H fly jour kiwyax. 

“ T “ w * r* At, f "Ou«w'J Wim*- 

££bmb; 

ipri,i? tjU| jBd: fitriw^t Eilr wrier Iftl hiQiE trait ii Ln tlu. iir J jim 

— ArfFi’f M(«/ ifJXrFJ. iS| Swriei, 
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Jiiuii Jljj^ the elute of Huftb] fc T who was married to Hhuy'd 
fH affected ol&o to live in policy^ from disgust 
aE M-iabey's flsemdam^, Thu* was he (eft, without a 
piia( ? tiJ fujoy llit whuie puffer ami favour of Lie sove¬ 
reign. 

Jt would, however^ be an error to impute ait this 
u P FUTf ■wndjricj to die influence of Hulsey's \wr w 
N?uaJ character* Much of it was owing m the uq 2L 
UcaJ dmiRiHtanocs to whkh the recent change In the 
Buccesdcm to tlk- throne gave birth- The Tudor dynasty 
'* n * an iLwpiiion: It* founder tm an npna/r,, and 
therefore landed with a jcaJoua eye by siidi of the 
mckm and Jnore wealthy nubility as had esconctl the 
daughter of [he War* of tki Hoses. florae it lU the 
kt'Mi Htaiii p&rpw—alike wrgfidil villi the temper, and 
Ul ilw of die princes of tile house of' 

“E - ? T ™ r “ 11 thiL “wmloney, ami *s much ss 
destroy the political Influent^ of the ancient 
iiohjhiy, As miglu be ox petted from the wr.Jid m U 
dilating disposition of the Amt and ablest of fast 
pFJnECE, Henry YJL employ oil, a* the chief nic*t» to 
th w eml.dnf ami conlbeatfian; by which ho at once 
gratified his ruling Pjumud of avarice, am| Impoverished 
am I intimidated tlnisc grout fimiilks, of whose reatless 
ambition, h military affection to the house of York, or 
jL uWy of his RHoipid title, he -trot distrust fid. The 
m ™ f 1 ™^ impetuous, ami thereto less witldiu 
ami di*&emULng, temper uf his ton mu! sucem-ior, mad^ 
Ijuo Imitate lm in ibedding tlk* Moo.I of hie idaW 
and most ICttsbricandy de^DcniM nobles; nttrl we rind 
Lhat toward* dip dim of his sanguinary reign hi* jeaWy 
o every great mm become so ferocious that r>Ut off t be 
wridce* to the Tin hr family of die brnwc of Howard 
imr ilie tiea of blood, nor (he strong feeling* of ’ 

^ 1,11 '7 «Sne ™ the iMwwdan „ r J 
md Iin w which lute tfimnd him tk- Lw 

of ferity; .id Hut nought hur U,, aUSj Lih 

of Ibe tpuf timtdf »M ftun the ^eLS 
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tiie father of ti lit acewplubed nofetemui, the duie 
of Norfolk, ciotwidwtmilif his long-tried loynU^ 
numerous personal claims upon tin- gratitude ol hu 
sovereign! and #i w1mt perhaps should have availed. hint 
more, his ignominious ienitude to tluit MYCTdgu'a w ill 
A natural result of this pulley of depressing the nobk? 
was [he placing the niiiuagcuiem of public attain* In the 
bonifa rtf tliwk- who Itad no uUnsr n-ccimmm Lotion tu 
die monarch'll favour than iheir utilities and devoted 
aeal b his service. To princes K- greedy of rtnututr 
power as ihosf- of [he hoUM! «f Tuilor, nud 60 «m«J 
iplenaly jealotlftof all vAm anight prove obstacle? SO their 
attainment of Is, no ministers could bo more ibgrtt-ulile 
than those who were tiie fiiL-n peHtuies of tlieir wilij 
anal who, as such, would not for their own takes encer- 
tuin any (lc^lgn nut tending to promote the nows o f him 
or bpr to whom they felt they were wholly indebted fur 
their political, *ud, aa it might happen, rnm natural 
existence. Previously to the era of the ttefoTtnatioiij, 
tnicli minutterv wore usually furnished from the rank* of 
the (km, who beLrl in their own hamate the learning of 
tile tiuaw, and who were themsehe* drawn, *ltW 
distinction of births from nil classes of the a^ninaunily- 
The church, ns we before remarked, wa> in those days 
what ihfci bar Is at present, the ladder by which the lowly 
horn might BKttHl tm political eminence; of which Mate 
of things ii more mnarJcahht instance need not be queued 
than (he fart of sir Thoms* More * bring dtesinguidjed 
B£ the Hr&t liayman who for centuries haul riLEtil the office 
of chancellor. Hence the facilities lo M uhey’s devo¬ 
tion, which show that his humble origin W».s hy no 
means u bar to advancement. 

It is not possible to funiids a conaktent narrative ol 
Wdiey’i lift. without touching upon thus.' gn*i 
pvimts of the mrlr part of the Ifth century which tnwc 
properly belong to the historian. A rapid 
however, suffire. , 

At the accession of Henry VII1. Italy wu the centre 
of ail the won and negotiation! of the European pnnft*; 
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*nd lilt pi'it ot)j«1 of these war* and negotiations vu 
thc "to* was then, for the dm time, clearly 

understood the balance of power between lire ctl'JE 
monarchies, N'crer did lliis balance seem better geeitiwd, 
nor die general tranrj nil lit v more lilcely to he Jong mm. 
ttineil, than when Julius II., (fir most warlike ahd en¬ 
terprising of the successor* of St. Peter, united die king* 
ot hump* against the republic of Venice by the League 
of f'ambray. Having humbled that proud republic, the 
ambition* pontiff next directed hln energies to the nobler 
tlrtign of freeing Italy from tire yoke of the barbarian* 
— die tide by which all foreigner* were then designated 
by the Italians. 

The expelling tile French out of their new comment 
of . lilan iris the lint object of hia ambidon ; and for 
that purpose ho solicited the military aid of England, by 
seiniing Henry a acred rose, perfumed with musk. will. 
• letter Stating that it had Itotn h!es«ed by his own hands, 
and anointed with holy oil : and by holding uni hunt-. 
M him that die title rfjforf Orwffa,, A„i V . considend 
the moat precious jewel in the crown D f France, should 
be the reward of his services. .Itdins obtained in Hrnrv 
a Willing ally; for he Was then in die bright Illuming uf 
Ills youth,—sanguine, incx}KTttllcn| r sincere, chival* 
runs, and inspired at the same time with an t amest jM 
to protect the pope against the " sacrilegious aggression" 
nf die king Of France, and to assert his own claims HjKih 
that kingdom ; and thua indulge the national enmity uf 
his subjects, and bis own passion fo r military renown. 
_ ar liavmg been duly declared again,, leva, Henry, 
n i mi u tided by [hr martial parliun of his subjects, who 
were eager to display their vatn„ f „„ d fonjip, 
and thus emulate the fame of their ancea tos oontineuial 
vietonrs, and attended by IVnlmy, *, vicmalfor of the 
fam», set sail from Dover in June. 1512. rite victory 

r 1 ^ h ’ rth " iu iUf 
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of Gtttegettr, better known by list name of the " haute 
of ffpttrv and the rtKtrtsful 5W^& of Toraurnlie and 
Tounmy, though of little utility in England, gratified 
Lbe warlike ardour of its monarch m*l hi& aubjocts, mid 
continued the idea entertained of blw p(mr Ivy the con- 
ietnprary prince* of Europe- Tlie Hirst cipportumiy 
dial presented itself during tlto campaign of rewarding 
hi? favourite was eagerly embraced by Henry. When 
Toumiiy hail surrendered to hii arms* he found tbc 
bishopric not entirely filled up. The bishop bid lardy 
diet] ; & new one had been elected by tins chapter* hot 
not to stalled- The king binTovred the utoitout ration of 
the HP? on H'olaey* and put him in itulikeilJate poeH--*EOh 
of it* revenues* The new pastor imiped lately tendi'red^ 
on the pan of his tfocfc, ;ui ufllh of allcgi&UCv to lltil- king 
of England. Oo his return to England,, the see of Lin¬ 
coln, just vacant by the death of bishop Smith, was 
ml dull to U’o|sey”s lionoura and revenues. 

Wpbty 1 ? mkn to* m be rase to |wwit p unfolded diifiiu 
■dves in all their unlive tfpkmlour and versatility j hul 
in a slili greater degree did proaperity develop* 1 and 
mature the vice* of his character, Each alep its bw 
laseunt to power seemed hut to swell hi9 arrogance, while 
each addition t* his Large revenues hut made him more 
rapacious Scarcely was the ceremony of hii cotisccnu 
lion at Lincoln over than he laid Isold of ihe good* be- 
Itmging to Isis predecessor ; and CivemUlh tulls us H that 
he hm frequently ietss # with shm, eoiisc of ihe stolen 
furniture of the l*te bishop in the house of his master. 
As might be supposed, nudi conduct* aggravated by his 
haughty deportment, made him many enemiesbut their 

* EnoniL* vnb-if Jiltfl in * Ptffl pviim rani* ml I a m Ml fT 

|Kj,l ,.li#,1 In CnUrctiun tn*m * W T, AU*H, * t he emri vt 

Sljira fcfaitrf, we h*\r a rintl iif ItiOaIKV wf Sfti Ei^ujrh tj inwIoiiE m f 'V 1 - 
pianraipriE, “ 3 dt-Llwrnd juur firtU-r *\i H- Uu iflflSiiitLae to my itmi caf- 
dirndl at LiniLSfiif U a if Mia hr- raramiDdnl nr* (r* y. dpt ft* itiui in fcbe nruti. 
I iu LI'.if nT Eii.ih !>■ Ehr ei- 4 n, Anil Lhnr ffr* JtWm3pVif% -«-ii J hire 

mi«ef- SJfc**i friiiij U*t hr exmr tbrwrr to ttmfefl Omrt, 

Sir! It Tb.- rtaiieh^ti ali«-r | Luuiuglil hi* frA^r I h-»E t pnabt kmm lift 
pits-puct- I nwLL lijiip 4|o iiuvn. L'fun JlrtpSilj lniit P « ba ftiUo«S In 
thE|tuilL a± H I Irf-MUJtlrt Sill ^r.V.T I migllE IliHJW Lf ]|E * LI'.jUI I*!" 1 - 

■mm! air uii K-n n *■ tic ipei* axtlml wtfA pp r t MOgki if This 

Sumli; Lwl.irE L JL-Idmd the IeOet wkkM It U ui UmafhL I unHOr na 
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ill-wkll was construed. either us- envy of his sudden 
vaiion, or a* an insolent reflection u|Kin the drscrimm. 
ation of Iho Vinjc, ami etrvod T in either cast-, but to rivet 
lkim I rt> ct-r in Henrj s confidence. WoIkj himself was 
wo well acquainted with the king! lemper, and, an WC 
l|a\T before observed, too arlfid, not to conceal the fth. 
wiIh to ascendant he had acquired; and while he secretly 
Greeted all public council*, lie ever pretended a blind 
hUbnlsston la ihe wil] a ml authority uf his NJVeretgn, 
hi the same year time he was promoted lo the see of 
Litiedxi, Itamliridpi?, i*chbishop of York, died, and die 
VaiTnnt Hcc wa* at miCS bade over to Wolsey, Nor wis 
he cotuen t with die honour of the archbishopric M York; 
foc t hdda the rich see of To urn ay, he farmed on Ida 
own tmittt the bishoprics of Bath, VYor™^, and He. 
refutrL filial by fa reives*, who gladly compounded for 
™ indnlyno eof residing abroad, by Yielding up a lar#* 
Khare of thoir English incomes, Me htM in romim-n,- 
ikm the abbey uf Sr. Albans ami many other church 
preferith-tits h and Wa* mn Allowed to unite with die 
see or ^ ork. Jlrat„ that of Durham, and Hb>*t dial of 
Winchester, Even thi* lh not the hsiof his new sources 
of wealth and ittriLiL'n^ iruky was promote I to- the 
archbishopric of York in October, L p jI I. In the an- 
miing September be was, with a view m parehudn^ his 
influence with the king, rated a cardiiud by pope 
Li^ri- X.: and in three mouth* after, upon the naijpmtun 
of ftrchblnbop Niirfiuiij Blah lord high chanpedor of 
bn^kiuL ** Jn lafit/ says the historian, iu ik-rt tutufll 
to be no end to hi* Acquisitions." Neither wan his inffti_ 
enc» nor vn his revenue*,, great m they were, confined 
jo these titimerous and munifi rent proofs of the favour of 
hi* »ven ipri. He wft* courted wlih' Incredible attention 
and obseqiLiouan^ by the jprui muimrchs of Euro|a 


nsj tHif !■■ aw Ujmh in. pkULli*, He l2u| *Jt*U -d., *n hii'til? 

tullo be a wi-^r hnan tikin l m ^ Hid nehir tout llwSibl^ 
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who sought the friendship and allianeo of tho court of 
England.* The yuuthiy^ cnterprMag, md chivalrous 
Francis t,, anil hift tfroat rival the emperor Charles 
vied with each other by bribe* md flattery to work upon 
hi* growing avarice and ambition. The former em¬ 
ployed lid uni vet, the mOfit skilful of his courtiers, to 
wie! him over to his interest ; and, besides settling on him 
a yearly \tension of \%0O0 livra, liboiired with inon- 
Haul assiduity to secure his friendship by every mark of 
respect ami amMmm, and by every poitfhk expression 
of regard, iiestowtng on him, in all his letters, the ho- 
ii 01 j ruble appellations of father^ tutor, find governor. 
Charles, on the other hand, *uon after hfc accession lo 
the throne of Castile, sought to ingratiate himself with 
Wolsey, bv settling on him a pension of 30tK) hires; to 
which lie added 7000 ducats more on hb visit to Eng¬ 
land, for the purpose of detaching hi* ,J ' good friend M 
and his " most dear frietuT (as he taagmted the car¬ 
dinal) From lire interests of Frauds, 

iireat as waa the revenue which AVobcy derive! from 
these exorbitant acquisitions, it did not keep pact with 
tlie auagnitiwnco of his household, and the wtefitalioui 
state and pmp with which, under colour of exacting 
iv^x-ct to religion and the legal tribunal*, he supported 
his dignity i* cardinal and brd ehaOtcElor* His do- 
im-Hl ] C establishment* Were on a royal scale, his train 
consisting of not less than 500 iservansst, of whom many, 
according to she usage of the times, were knight* and 
gentlemen, and »Eia of ooUbkiu Three great tables 
were daily laid out in the cardinal* hall for this iiU- 
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ini'iirLu rvCiDBjei each presided over by a dignitary busr. 
ing a whin? staff of office* Conformably with the customs 
t*f the up?, many uf the nobility placed their children in 
his family <r- a place of educttiLin j and, for the purpose 
of winning his favour, allowed them to act ah Inn aer- 
Wtits* They boarded, however, at a separate table,, 
ihenor culled the tf mess of lari!^" and had numerous 
menUie to aEtemli them; the earl of lAirby and lord 
Henry Percy (the lover of Anne EoJojn) having live 
™h, ami the o titer young noble inmates not less than 
two- The kitchen of the cardinal was on the same mag- 
r.iriciTU hcale i Wug ruled over by a master cook, “ who 
went about daily in gtlSiSlt of damask sarin,, wearing 
a chain of gold round his neck/ 1 a* an emblem of his 
authority ami importance. There was a regular master 
ff tin: hurae praMtog over the stable department, with 
a -tuituble revenue of yeomen, grooms, Mimpter-mcn, 
rcraLtaa*, ¥ubUen» and farriers. The barges, gardens, 
iMiliTp =^I[liii S dK'. m', waftry, hakehonse, *etdlery, hut- 
ten, pantry f ewery, chandlery, altar, laundry, and 
Wardrobe of beds, bad each their distinct grooms, yto^ 
me^ and fuges, in suitable number*. The puracnal per- 
™t* wf tile cardinal amounted to forty-ris, and formed, 
with bis dsapLiifia and attendants upon the ceremony of 
the rn.L’Sip a body of nut leg* than 143 persons, "llis 
proa=*Aion in public was »t|H more Imposing, and more 
indicative of that low of ibc extrnuk, and jibi^Ic of 
Elm trappier of dignity,the toilor'i heraldry/' a* it 
ha<s been quaintly characterised, remarkable m men of 
lowly origin. It would appear Eo have been liLs sum to 
ilaixle dm eyes of die populace hy the gorgeou* lustre ef 
liih gjinmjut?., and the splendid costly embroidery of his 
equipage *nd liv L «riev u4 iltureby rnooefle (hem to his 
newly acquired but unlimited authority. He was the 
fis%i clergyman in Kngknd that wore silk and gold, not 
only on his habit, but also on hk ^addles and the Tr^jL 
W «f hum^. A priest, the talk-st und inp*i comdj 
he ffloM find, carried before him a piOir of piker,, on 
whose top w«a placed a eras: but nos sttkftoi with this 
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piraitFf t a which he thought himself entitled as cardinal, 
1st- prcn k(rd another ptUm of equal stature and beauty, 
who marched along, bearing the crow* of York * even 
m the diocctt of Canterbury.+ It is in iilUihioii to this 
circumstance that Cavohdiiib, in his metrical piece of 
autobiography makes Wo bey nay: — 

" Wff e™»ii [wjj-ne o|itim, toiyr [mil, 

ftst IwfiHT ILV »***«ifs \k*i tljiitr,, 

l- jum i xreiE h\i Trff, uivatjr Ml [Hit strati ; 

AfcJ dumic juJIifn gtwyr^ h> Efor rj*. 

Vi jEh iniUaL'Li. It h that M mini i! iml cam a^E 

My [iraeiiw, 1 *ti hh jiff Eli UImAi ± 

ttidjrng cm iov mulf et*|>3kO ill titvsr aiul ir» p.Wc."' 

The ceremony of “ liigli muss, 1 * go imposingly mag¬ 
nificent at tliia day in catholic munmen, was performed 
by WoLwt in o style of splmdour which ftstofiislkiil even 
iii that age of pomp and ceremony. MU aitcnduitA rare 
bUhopH mu I abbot#; and such wa* hfr haughiiiLeK^thab 
*sys Hall, w be made dolts and earU to serve him widi 

wine, and to field the buonittid die lavatories,"_nfikvg 

which catholic auperetirion rendered honourable, if noi 

ncred. 

His daily procession to tho court of chancery was 
equally oaten tatioui, and jarring with oar modem hotkma 
of the deportment becoming a judge and a de rgyman . 
The muter, accustomed to die plain atli™ and dignified 
simplicity of bcarin B of oof Eldons and Broughams and 
Ten renteim, as they weml their way, generally on Foot, 
to WetfminilXT 11 all r and unattended, will he amused 
hy die contrast afforded by WoJsey J s by,* c f y^mtry, 
Weahill quote the nurativie of Cavvtiduli, for Ita minute 
and ^raplik fidelity: — 

"Now wiU 1 declare unto you hi* order ingoing to 
Westminster Hall, daily, in the term season. Vint, be* 
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fort hU earning oul of his privy chamber, he heard mwt 
commonly overy clay two masjHS in his jirtvv dowt ; 
am! iIliti* liven hakI hii daily M*nice with h is chaplain * 
and as l heard Mr chaplain say^being m man of ere- 
dcrica and of excellent learning, that die cardinal, what 
businemor wrightymatrera soever he had in the day, he 
never went la his bed with any part of lki« divine service 
miudd, y ea, not so much as one collect; wherein { doubt 
npt hnl ho deceived tho opinion of ilirttt ponton** And 
after mass he would return in his privy chamber again, 
and being adatstiicd of ihe furniture of hi* chambers 
without, with noblemen, gcntlnncBr and other peranna, 
would issue out into them, appareled all in red, in the 
hidril of a cardinal; which was either of fine scarlet, or 
else of crimson satin, lafTcty, dinuuki or raiKi, the host 
that he could get for money | and upon hi* head a round 
pillion, with a noble of bkele velvet aei to the same in 
like inner side; he had alto a tippet of fine sable* about 
KU neck j hoi i ling in bis hand a very fair orange, whereof 
the meat or substance within was inked out, and filled 
up again with ibe part of a sponge, wherein was vinegar, 
xtnt other confections against the pestilent air*; die 
which lie most commonly smelt unto, passing among the 
proa, or die when be was pottered with many suiters. 
There was also borne before Mm, first, die great real of 
England, and thin his CanlinaTa hat, by n nobleman or 
NO me worthy gentleman, right solemnly, bwebemkd, 
And os soon as he was entered inlo hi* chamber of pre¬ 
tence, where there wa* attending his coming re await 
upon him to Westminster Hall, is well iifllJemcn film L 
other worthy gentlemen, as noblemen and gentlemen of 
hi* own family ; thus pacing forth with two meat crosses 
of silver homo before him ; with also two great pillara 
of stiver, and his pursuivant at units with a gfeill mace 
uf tilTCT gilL Then Mi gentlemen ushers cried, sun! 
-siiil* 41 On F my lords and masters, on before; moke way 
for my lord's grace! P ' Thus passed he down fttun his 
chamber through the hall; and when he came in the hall 
door, there was attendant for him his mule, trapped all 
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together in crimson velvet* and gilt rtimip*. Whm lie 
Wli nstin riled, with Ida CNKfS bearers, and ptUsr bearer*, 
als* ujwn great hordes trapped with [tirvej searkL Then 
nurch^l he Forward* with hi* train and furniture in 
manner is L have declared, having about him four foot¬ 
men* with gilt pollutes ilk theirhands; and thus be went 
nntil he came to Westminster Hull dt»r« And there 
altghhd, soil Went after till* manner* up through thf 
hall into the chancery ; howbeii he would rdOHt com¬ 
mon ly stay awhile at a t*r p made fw him, a little beneath 
llle chancery [otl the right hand], mill there commune 
some time with the judges, ami some time with writer 
persons. And tint dune he would repair into the chan¬ 
cery, sitting dlere till eleven of die clock, hearing suitors, 
mill determining of divers nutters. And icoin tlicuce he 
would divers limes go into ihe scar-chamber, as occasion 
did serve; where he spared neither high nor low, hut 
judged everv esiatr according In lheir merits and deserts, 

C'svLiiiliaiij whose stylo P*MW wlicn he hu a pageau t 
to nest proceed s to pvt ua an account of the 

mode in which the "Icing* majesty " was wont to amuse 
liimself at the mansion of the cardinal The passage la 
'curiously illustrative of the thivalrotu manner of the 
monarch and the age:— 

*< Anti when it pleaded ihe king 1 ® majesty* for hi* re¬ 
creation., to repair unto the cardinal's house, a® he did 
dieen limes in the year* at which time there wanted no 
preparation^ or goodly furniture, with viands of the finest 
mn that might be provided for money or fnemlidHp* 
Such pleasures were then devised for die king s comfort 
and cunnoEatjun, as might be invented, or hy mane wit 
imagined. The banquets were sot forth, with mw&* 
and tuiumnerica, in gorgeous a sort, mid co»tly man¬ 
ner* tlmt it was a heaven to bf&cM. There wanted no 
diDsei, or dtuuncta, meet or apt to dance with the mut- 
ere r or to garnish the place for the time* with ottber goodly 
disport*. Then iw there all kind of music and har¬ 
mony set forth T with excellent voices both of men and 
children- 1 have aeon the king suddenly come in ihitber 
k 3 
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ia n insist: jj with a Jomii ofother maskers, all in garments 
liift shepherd^ made of time doth of geld $nd Hue crim- 
^ sotin pirietj, and caps of the Ntmc, wiih visors of 
pcHjtl proportion of vtanomy; thrar bflin, ami beards, 
eitliiT of tine gobt wile, or else of hi! ver, aud keic bi/jug 
of hi a ek silt; having sixteen torcli bearer^ beside* their 
dnstna, and otto- persons attending «|»n them, with 
i jjiPiTBj ami clothed all jj] satin, of the same colours. And. 
al Kis coming* and before he came ioln the hull* yc ihall 
understand, (Itat ho caine Lj water to the water gate* 
wittk^t any nuise; where, against his roming, were kid 
charged many dumbw ^ and at his landing they were 
ad that oil, which made such a rumble in the air that it 
wai lie thunder. It made ■]] the noblemen, kdin, and 
geji dew omen to muse what li should mean coming no 
Kuddndy, they silting quietly at a solemn banquet ; un¬ 
der tliia wrt: Firm, ye shall perceive that die tables 
were net in the chamber of presence, banquet-wise co- 
vered r my lord cardinal mting under the doth of estate, 
and there having hla service ill dot*; and then w*s 
there set a lady mil a nobleman, or a gentleman ami 
gentlewoman, throughout all ihe tables in the chamber 
on the ode aide, which were made and joined as ir were 
hut one table* All which order and device wai done 
and 'Ic vised Ly the lord Stands, Inn] chamberlain to the 
king • and also by ar Henry Guilford* comptroller to 
the king. Thru immediately after this great shot of 
gnn», the cardinal desired the lord chamberlain, ami 
comptroller, 14 hwL what this sudden diet dimhl mean 
“ *“8^ *» knew nothing of the rustier* They ihrns 
u P* n tortm* nut of the window* into Thames, returned 
aguu and "Wed him, that it mmnl to them there 
*hou]d be siune nobkmen and stnmgcre arrived at his 
uRiiigiv *>, imhassadori from some foreign prince. With 
that, quoth (I* cutlim), ■ J Oudl dedre „m, br faU!C ™ 
hr.nvh, .n ufc, (be immt* p, ckwn lntu ^ 

, 1 ta rlI ™“ ntrt » ™*'o thgm, ncwnfijifs to (heir 
And b> cuuJam [Kern into tl.is dumber, when; 
they ihill ** u,, 4 dJ nil 1 W wile pcr»n^« fitting 
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wwraily ar our banquet, denying them to m down with 
iWp and (d coke part of our fitre ami pastime/ Then 
tiheyj went incontinent down into the hall, where they 
received them wish twenty new comhc*, and conveyed 
liu^fii op into the dmmher, with finch a number of druma 
and life* os 1 hove seldom seen together at one time in 
&ny masque. At their arrival into ihe chamber, two and 
two together, they went directly before the cardinal 
where he sit, diluting him very reverently; to whom 
the lord chamberlain for them said* £ Sir, for os much 
as they be Atrangm, and can spade pa English, they have 
dealted me eo declare unto your grace thus : they, having 
understanding of this your triumphant banquet, where 
w^ assembled mdi s number of excellent fair dames. 
Could do no less* under the supportation of your good 
grace, hut to repair iiither to view is well their incom¬ 
parable beauty, m for to acrom puny diem at mumchance, 
and then after to dance wldi them, and eo do have of 
them acquaintance, And, sir, they furthermore require 
of your grace licence to accomplish the cattle of their 
repair/ To whom the cardinal answered h that he was 
Very wl]J contented they aliduilil bo do* Tlura the makers 
went Hm and aaluted ill the domes as they feat, and then 
returned EO the iiiohE worthiest., and there ujKned i cup 
full of go[d, with crowns* and oilier piece* of coin* to 
whom they set diver* piece* lo cast at, Thu* in (hie 
manner ionising ail the Ladies and gentlewomen, tad to 
some they lift, and of same they woti. And thus i]one > 
they returned onto (he cardinal, with great wronc^ 
pouring down all the awn* in the cup, which was 
about two hundred crowns. * At all/ quoth the ear- 
dliiidj and so east the dice, and won them ill at a cut; 
wheretl was great joy made. Then qunLh the cardinal 
to my Ionl chamberlain* 1 1 pray you/ quoth he, 4 hIhuv 
( hem that it scemcth me: that there thould Iw among 
diem some noble tnan + whom 1 suppose to be much 
more worthy qf honour to lit and occupy this wwm and 
place thin I j to whom I would most gladly, if [ knew 
him^ surrender my place according to my duty/ Then 
it 4 
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my lord chamberlain unto thorn in Fiend), dp~ 
ciurLiig my lord cardinal* mind, mul they rounding him 
in dm ear, my Ion! chamberlain mill to my kmd 
cardinal' i Sir, they confess/ quoth he, * Thai among 
them there li such a noble personage, whom, if your 
grut-t can appoint him from the other, he is contented 
m disc-Josn* himself, and to accept your place most 
worthily/ With that die ordinal, liking a good ad_ 
™ntut among them, at die Iasi, quoth tic, ' Ale 
sLirmcth the gentleman with the black beard should be 
teen he, Amt with that he arose out of hU chair, and 
offered the tame in the gentleman in the black beard, 
with hi* cap in hit hand. The person to whom he 
olie red then hi* chair waa tat Edward Neville, a comely 
knight of a goodly pemjiaa^e, that much more resembled 
the kiiip'ft pcfRon in that mask than nny other. The 
kiiig, hearing and perceiving the cardinal m deceived in 
hi* intimation and choice^ could not forbear laughing; 
hut plucked down hi* viftor, and nutter Neville 7 * also" 
oud dashed out with such a piquant Countenance and 
chrcT,, that all noble estate* there Assembled, seeing the 
king to be there amongst them, rejoiced very much. 
The cardinal eftsnonn desire*! hii highness to take the 
place of estate, tu whom the king answered' that he 
wmilil go tint and shift hii apparel; and so departed, 
ami went straight into my lord a bodcharuber, when; 
«■» a great Hre made and prepared for him ; and there 
new apparelled him with rich and prince] v garden ts., 
Ans! in the time of the king's absence, the dishes of die 
banqmt were clean taken up, anil the tables spread 
spun with new and sweet perfumed cloths; every man 
dtling still until the king and hi* maskers came in 
™°°E diem again, every niati being newly appareEtcd 
Then the king took h» teat under the doth of esuie 
rommanding rw> than to remove, hut sit still as they did 
before. Then in nm? a new banquet leforr the kills! a 
maj^ty, and to *11 die rest through the lahUs therein 
1 suppose, were served two hundred diuhe* er ahorc of 
wnmlroui costly meat* and ilertws, subtiily dcvi^L 
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TIiur passed they forth [In? whole night with banqueting, 
dancing, and ether triumphant devices., to the gre ae 
cornTu-rt of the king, anil pleasant regard of the nobility 
there assembled." 

In 3 5|fS, Jj$a X* despatched cardinal Campeggio to 
Etlfilatldj IN his legate, for the purpose of pwairiii^ a 
tithe from the rlerjzy to the prosecuting the war against 
llsr Tlklb^ [he great ctu-hiy of ihe ( luisliui liune, The 
pride of Wolsey took alarm at this appointment: he 
£cmld brook no brother near the throne. As representative 
of the ptqie. the legate was armed with almost absolute 
authority over the clergy in the country of his mission. 
The idea eElh. 1 any one imet^] with greaterocetcsi&Htica] 
power than himself blionlil o^-nly exercise that power in 
England, wh_s therefore equally offensive td Wakey "s 
pride and runty; anil accordingly f, through hii meani, 
CboiwjjrJo was 1 l clayed on his route in Wnn, till the 
pope had also formally invested himself with the Irca cine 
authority + Having obtained this new dignity, Wolsey 
made an extraordinary display of the state and parade 
to which he was m much adiEieted. lh affected a rank 
superior U> any ever claimed by a churchman in England, 
not excepting the haughty Thom#* a ikekrt; and cali¬ 
brated muss after the manlier of ihe pope as sovereign 
poniitfl Wwlivn, the archbishop of f’anterbury H having 
at this time written him a letter in which he subscribed 
himwlfp in the usual phraseology of clergymen, K yunr 
loving brother/' Wokey complained of \m presumption 
in thu* challenging an equality with (i the lord caniiml 
legate/' * Wa/ham, when informed of the offence which 
he hail thus unintentional]y givenjtnmle light of the mat, 
ter, and wid, K Know ye not that this hull is drunk 
with too tnUi'h prosperity ?" 

Hut the humble deportment, plain habits, Iftd narrow 
income of the Italian cardinal ill suited with ihe pomp 
and parade which his eudeagoe comidered ewJftiill to 

* The lrnf^rr*iEii-r vli ich V?4*ej Ut*rfiw] U> hH nfflcr of Tctfat#' U rrl- 
^al fCiim, m lut W H|l E* t '* * rwJiP^i erfi hJi JjJI j — “ My AuUi&ftfj «4 
dipiltj IpfaUeit- |j toot, *bxrc\n ttirnUlfcO lit PiJP h(xmit. ir 
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i] ijiTisij- of the legatinc oicr, \foky ibrefoie 
despatched ^ quantity of scarlet doth* richly imlntfrl- 
eml, of which Campoggio & attendants are ^presented 
to nm stood in gre&l need, fqr the purpose of enabling 
iJktjfn bp make a showy Affafamm*. He also wot twelve 
>™» v, itEl 1»gg»g** to iwell the Italian amlind** train, 
accident which occurred on this yccissttii tlsruw# clu 
rkm^ indeed ludicrous h^ht upon W^wy*M vanity. Tlic 
chtrsu of which Urn baggage waa competed were uijn 
po^t-d to contain the j ew cilery, jhlatCj and cosily par- 

icifnt* of the Italian legate; unhappily far the 
credit of Cnmpeggio, me of the iuuI n (WJ, anil the 
Coffer wilieh it car rial being burst open by the fall, old 
IlBbjJiioeritSj ami pieces qf broken h read and mcat p pill 
lino the chest is Imlljutj were exposed to the laughter 
of die spectators, It j H not improbable that prudence 
induced VVolscy to thus dum the redeem™ which the 
contract of hi* own odmtmlouA tnagrikdcciicc with his 
colleague's fdafnncH of appearance must tutonlly have 
given hirUi to; tlm gh it is much more in keeping 
with hi* temper ^fqrnE of pamp, and ton arrogant 
to hr caJ enUtlng — to ascribe the triniaction wholly 
U. thn Waitings uf vanity,* Such conduct tinamAv 
conlriwii with the vigour and Intelieci evinced in hiiahlc 
administration of sdkiin both at home and abroad; but 
ih by no means ittnmAi stunt with wliat we know of the 
working* oi human nature* u Uwy manifest thcmselvea 
*\vn in the Blmngent mindv If net generated, is was 

much fostered by the gtnitu of the catholic Worship _ 

143 lm P™*f frum its nuinerourt ceremonies, to ajmiticeil L 
procesatoD^ im| enforcement of respect m rank, 
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One cibct of It, huwcttir, «as, to nb&r ttubey an 
d^ect of odium to die nation mi im-gu, ami to lessen Iur 
masu'f in the eyes of all Europe. 

Wakey had t low attained m height af gi^tk-ur, power*, 
anil wealth, far beyond that ever before or fiUK-e ™bed 
by *ti English subject; mod it might be supposed, would 
coniine his future exert™* to retain trig himself teotrdy 
in hifi lofty station. Etui ambition, like the air we breathe, 
expands as we ascend above the on Li nary kveJ of hu- 
inanity, and continue*, at a rmpuUy inejeiHiug ratio, to 
enbirge ita dunendotia* till it* victim reaches a region— 
m mural Mont Blanc — eold t barren, and cut off from 
human sympathies, where he perishes heart-frozrn, and 
tutmtiurned of hi* fcllews, So it was with H nlsry T 
There was one, and Istu one step higher, which he jjok- 
BibJy could reach, and to it were? all hts thought; and 
aspirations henceforth directed with a feverish mod mi- 
centriited energy* A change now runic h over the spirit 
of the H 'foreign relations" of England. From this period 
till the death of Wolicy, their hbdnry ia but die narrative 
of die scheme* and scrti^dea — tortuous, wily, ind 
double dealing — for die chair of Sl Peter of an airpiHtig 
mind, which, unsatisfied with the absolute rule of a 
great empire, fell all it Had achieved TilteJttt while 
there was cue station of still more extensive authority 
tilled by Another, 

Frauds L hail offended WoUey by his tardiness in 
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ekimunt upon the revenue* of the see of Tour. 
^ilTp vrlkQ for *01 nf lime hid been troublesome tq the CAT- 
iltiiAl; andwdl km wthditp till he hid regained his favour, 
he could Lave no hujw of the Alliance of Fngknd m his 
wart with the ctnperur* H in Ambassador, urardingly, w m 
d, ^red to eiprw his ouster i deep regret, that, by mil* 
tnkK* Ami tnisappr^mriona, he Imd beep so unfortmtiife 
" ta hi** *he friendship of one whom he so valued as 
the nnUml ; and liat nothing ro uld afford hiui mu -re 
unfeigned pkavun than to convince? hia eminence of the 
rwpeti tod *dmir»twii which he entertained for him 
t nincisi ^onfinnetl (be favours hie impr^bbi which thflft 
advance* mjide T hy consulting Wtdsey no hi* moic Bocret 
aunl rhmroll aBaeis, and receiving hh opinions with im, 
pltPl deference to lbc*e of an onidu of wisdom. By 
t3ms pitying ti altering bdirnge to WalKy's vanity h and 
hy the grant of the large pension of which we? hive 
already i ii <liL i ■ ^ mention, Henry was persuaded to yield 
Jn umay IO France, to conclude a treaty of marriage 
between his daughter .Mary and the dauphin; that c ity > 
for tbe «fceof appearance, being laid down as part of 
_u h pj-fnccwB dowry, Wg have the* assertion of one 

(PoEydore VligO) who w M nsah?voleutly dispoaeiltowimLa 
M olscy T and whn?4 j ev Eric ji ce therefore should Ije received 
witJj suspicion, that \V F o3aey moreover negotiated wiib die 
Fn nch king fur the delivery of Calais; but was di*_ 
KUdert, by the general Uhpopularity of the proijosiiioi, 
frmri bringing it fomiidiy before the council, 

Fhrough die influence of Wakey, Henry consented to 
mi interview with the French monarch, who trusted to an 
addle**, fwimuion of which was owned hr all that 
appmachnl him, to win the friendship and confidence of 
lus hugtish « dear brother.^ The pirtfoutura of this 
celebrated interne* it,the jfctd nfrhr rhth efgoid^ 

" ***■ rf “* 

Iin- too well known tn t* now waiiitutaurl ti m 

■*!*lj* wnh *!*■% b * ** youthful, iMnitwrm-, and 
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magnificence and knightly accomplishments!; and hy tilt.- 
cardinal at one for exhibiting in [lie prexncc of two 
coiirtB, hk riclurs, splendour, and unbounded influence 
over hath monarch*, So fur as Francis w$a concerned^ 
WoEsey had no other immediate design in this display 
Of bis hiflmmce than iin publicity; his friendly offices 
had been tocretly Anticipated by the Freuds king's grtst 
rival, the miperor Cileries; so that the Impression which 
Francks winning manners, ami the generous confidence 
with which be treated Henry, and the congeniality of 
iheir dLspcsitmri*, must have made on the Engfah mon¬ 
arch. was noon effaced by die treacherous artifice* of 
his favourite. Tq explain this deceitful conduct, it 
should be premised, that of the two great ftetions or 
influences in the college of cardinals, the French ami 
du- imperial, the fatter was much ihe preponderating ; 
and it bad hem promised to Wokey ( Francis bad before 
a*&uird him of his) in die interval between the apjrajrif- 
mum and the holding of the interview at Ardres* When 
Chirks found that he could not prevent die meeting of 
the two monarchy he applied himself, with his usual 
finesse, to counteracting its probable effect*; and, by 
a IJ1.T4UT-stroke of policy, serum 3 Wul&ejK friendship, 
* hy plating him in Immediate |ioM4e^ion of die rvvenue* 
of thu sin's of Ikjdajos ami FJacentia in Castile, and pro» 
inking hint his most zealous aid in procuring tin- papal 
dignity. Unary wo* at Canterbury, on hi* way to 
France, when die emperor, to die? surprise of every body 
in the nation (except Wolney, who harl srerody planned 
die visit), landed at Dover ; and in the alien space of 
four day* hid the address to make Henry believe fa¬ 
vourably af his character and intendons, and promise 
to visit him in die Low Countries, after he had taken 
leave of the French king. 

War, as had been Anticipated, was soon declared be¬ 
tween Francis and die emperor, and both parties earnestly 
courted the alliance of England. Henry at first affected 
the office of mediator ; hut, entirely estranged from die 
IntemiLi of France by die artifice* of Wakey, who, bent 
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oei t ho triple (town, wii rwly to aacrifiec e-very eon-p 
Kidentiion la rnsun? the iuipifiil influ«:ncv In iht nest 
ccnelave., he took Ditv&iiiiq't of the first pretest tn join 
his WIUS la thfttif Of the (Tn|K-KFTp The War which Wia 
Tinw waged against France with nwre Medline** rlum the 
ftLtktT Foreign win of Henry, hut with m little reyanl to 
hh mm And his people'* imcrtna, only terminated with 
the captivity of Francis at the memorable laid* of Y*vh, 
T tended am it hid begted, in Htihserriency to the cardinals 
paw-inm and unbition of the popedom, which were the 
*°- ,r actuating principle, as far a* be whj concerned, of 
thv mtirnqmt alliance with France, md ikdvatioH of 
hontihticB ajniinut Chirks. 

j In? first trial rtf tike sincerity of tlrr myrntf * fri^d- 
* lo P took place in JSSS, on the election of a sutceam 
to IX., who died, in the rigour of hia a^ in the 
ptvrLtlinjf IJecembcr. 3l n HOI easy to drtumint tilt 
,3i| P* of the fiithtatnua of Charles's proxniw* to ird, 
“ f llia "■&»■ infinWW ill tile conclave in hk favour. 
The rwdt, ami oar Imowkdge of Qurks's skill in the 
art of diuimiibdon, util reading to employ the most 
amoral means to the attainment of his end/would In¬ 
duce ns to believe that his promts were given without 
tiie ninotest intention of fbltiilLo^ ihenk; while the fact 
nf U r ol**y r £ hiring received iwenty vatc* in his favour 
( twenty-«s would hate sufficed) would K o far to ihuii 
Uut the emperor's letter p lo Ida amlmyulor at Bocek 
■ njonunp hires to urge dm cardinal* to elect ITolsev eu 
tiv paj-aJ chair, was not written in a spirit of i-mire 
fAktyamggg. ik- this, howevL-r, as it may, after a 
Ftnipph- or uimiuid duration, the imperial influence in 
the conclave pnmtiM, mt \ cardinal Adrian, the tm . 
fwror a tntor f was raised to die poped™ under d* ytj e 
of Adman \ [, 


riw wwnm.ent which thv pri.k- of Wol*«, innrtificd 
*7 this ihfiippcuniinent of hi s hope*, wai jftdy t£ , 
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r wflJt dnnded by Charles, who knew full well that 
fiij alliance with England depended wholly on hi* stand* 
well in the- few*! jntiftii of its haughty minister, 
Ttf p/t'Vf n e . therefore, the loss of etq powerful an *Uy + 
he vmIw 3 England for the seemid Lire, shortly after 
Adrian had been elected j and, after augmenting bin pen* 
won, ftmawed Ms promise of aiding the eunlinal i? | re_ 
tensionji- to the jinpedum at Un? Piext Vacancy; tin event 
which, from Adrian's tltwmm age and infirmities, both 
knt'w could twit hr tar Jiuant, Wolsey thouglit it pm* 
dent to stifle hia resentment ami rndemvottr, hv new 
&erHee* T to easy re the imperial itiierrai in the next eoju 
datkK Pope Adrian filial in about a year ami n, half after 
bis election, and Wakey again Entered the Ust* with 
Fiis chararterlstiL- seal and incnmil hopes,of lin n— 
hi* itHjtiesi^ Henry wrute to the emperor, reminding 
Idm of hi* prorabe*, and urging him to fulfil them its 
he Tdin»i hu frEemUhip; the English ambassador* azu) 
a^'utfi at Rome being m eIlhg same time insitnieied to 
spare, *mopg the member* of tin racral college. neither 
briber nor promises. BttE Charles again deceived him ; 
tmd ordinal dp Medici, with the KUppflrt of the impe¬ 
rial party, wuetated pope, under the title of Ck men t VIJ, 
b>oni that hour his study was how be could ren-rige 
himself on the emperor: a close alliance vw soon utter 
intend into with Fiance m > and war declared by Eng¬ 
land gainst her invent LinpK'riil ally. 

Mlitlu H r oi»tjy wtw thu_s pursuing his ambitious 
*zhme* for the attainment or the papal dignity, and 
inured Icings anil nations like so many cheaa pawns i n 
hostility against well other, accord! ng to hh view* of hi* 
own iwrsarnd aggraniM^i^m, hh ■dudnbtratiou at 
home was conducted with gn-ai fimmew and abiJityi 
bill with on arhftrarineRfi alien from the genius of the rotu 
stitMtiun. Thu continental wun and nllianteea in which 
Henry Wft* more eott^tantly involved than any of Ills 
itnroHliate pmlecri^r*, joined with hid dwu lavish hahats 
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or c x fH'ntlitil re, rendered his •Icjiuieih U upon his subjects' 
uwtiEy oppressively urgent and fr«|uj-nt; the immense 
irrasim- left him by bis father being so rapidly dissipated 
that be hul recourse to Ilia parliament for assistance in 
tin* very first year ot his reign. We have already men. 
tinned the trying rircumstahns in which Wolwy'* *rru- 
ganee induced him to .take upon himself the 
duties nf lord treasurer on the resignation of die duke 
of Norfolk, who too well knew, as the cardinal soon 
experienced, that oppressive taxation was the only griev¬ 
ance which the people of Kngtand, during the reign of 
the first two Tudors, complained of and openly resisted. 
So extremely iciueioua were they of their money, that 
t " L ‘ people who saw arbitrary outraged an divir 
nstiiiiml privileges pris-n without remonstrance, ami who 
ww innocent men of all ranks led to the scafliiU without 
a uninnur, uctualiy broke out twice in rebellion .. ^ jrmp 
dll- king's coin thissioncr* for levving loans ami beuevo. 
k l THSHL 


Wdsey, nothing daunted by ties tempt* fl f die p..My 
mi rut, proceeded to raise money by Loans. impositions, 
* w ™i »nd every other forth of exaction. Ili 5 
first ai t »l) one of great prudence: lie applied him- 
v-lf tn the ascertaining the capability of the people u , 
hear taxation, anti for this purpose caused a general 
survey to be made of die whole kingdom; or, to speak j n 
tnthle rii parliamentary language, lm caused returns or die 
number of mm, tlieir ages, profession, capital, revenue, 
and dear mwme in England and Wilt*, to be m mutely 
aud accurately made out, There returns ojfbrded a 
wry ehrentig picture of the opulence of die kingdom 
aim! induced him to issue privy seals, lUrmamlinc parti* 

jfc r' nS ‘ 7 "V* " '<***'' (* ■»* taxation, 

though irregular and despotic, not without prudent 
frnru the more W«lthy. The suecw* of this measure 
misled tlcnry in the next, year, 1533, to publish an edict 
or a general Lux, aim C*0«1 a “ loan," from his subjects 
by which ho Intel Jfive shilling* in the pound fain the 
cfcrgy, and two shilling, from dm iaity. A parhamlot 
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irnd a convocation were summoncc! icon after in 15 $#* 
Wtth the hci[w of inducing the commons to imitate the 
example of tin* deigy p Wobsey firsi addressed himself to 
the onrLvoeiitkni, over whom his kgatinc authority hid 
nuide him irresistible, and demanded the entire half of 
the cerEes jaskicol WVflBtM i |o he levied in live years, at 
the rah- of two shillings in the pound during ilm time. 
‘Hn-io wa s an appearance of apposition; hut Ike promptly 
overawed it^ haughtily reprimanding die refractory mem¬ 
bers, and descanting on die general wealth and luxury of 
the clergy and of the nation &l Large,, “ as though he hid 
repined / 1 ony* tile Chmrdd*f t ,J 01 disclaimed that any 
min should fare well or he mdl etothed but himself/* 
Elak-d by bisaueecss itx the convocitioDjWelsey mine. 
fbffn to she coirnnon-i. find in the Same imjH'HouK tone 
ik-Ttiamk'd ?IO 0 ,@£MJ/. {equal, all things rntM hlmri. to 
from seven to eipht million* Of our present com) to be 
nim\ tn four yean by a tux of one fifth (four riidlLng^ 
in the pound] on the Iambi and goods of the kingdom. 
The t ex was in amount beyond all precedent, being 
alleged to exceed the entire mi ic ut coin of the rettkn p 
and met with such aum^ful resistance, that a committee 
was gent io remonstrate with the cardinaL ami tn beg 
him to reduce hh demand nne half. IVdIkj rudely 
dismissed the tninmlthecj and came down to intimidate 
the house into griming the original sum. The rinemn- 
sionces of bis reception tyftrThunus Mm, then ipcakcr, 
have been narrated elsewhere In tikis volume by a master 
pen, and have k-eu justly rommmted upon as a remark, 
Aide Instanceof the spirit of fiwiEutn which, tinder ;diject 
lvipip t IxrrlEpil in the minds of the com mans of Eng* 
land. The fbmise presented an Hnuvcial scene in those 
Arbitrary times ; for* though composed chiefly of the 
murder* and oJittrt of the crown, the matter was do, 
batctl, ** anti k-.iteti for fEfkcu or sixteen days together/' 
and ** iu the greatest and sorest hold In the lower 
hottBe shut ever was «n-n/‘ * A bant three fourth* of 
diL- original ilrmand waa uliinjuivly voted,10 be paid by 
* KImV Lrtfrn |H.ujttTlArfli>f Eoflnh HiWroTr 
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instalments In four years: but Wnhey, greitJy dksa- 

md cliispk-aji^l with this imperfect obciliinct, 
ccwnpelledl the p€-opfc So pay lip the whole subsidy at 
PdfiJj and diiil not H-uinmon i pui3inini*nt far seven vrarx 
after. 

Even these exorbitant demnmk and lievtea dkl not 
Miiftfy die raparity which she profuse nugnifiectiee of 
die inormreh ansi die ambition of his minuter pmr&ird. 
The very net! year (1525) after this affair with die com- 
niflifLK h oammiBgioncrs were appointed to demand the one 
sixdi part of every man's substance, payable in money, 
pJitej °r j-ewpls, according to the valLiaiian of pro[H.-riy 
taken in 1522+ This was the most mnLaciuii!* attempt 
that bad been made since the reign of ltd waul III. in 
lew a gen end imposition without cansent of parliament, 
«4r if Successful, would necessarily destroy the free clia^ 
meter of the English eonfitisuttoii; for* if taxes canid be 
mi-ted by die simple edict of the executive. the great use 
aoiL privilege of the representative branch of the vo ru¬ 
men t would necessarily be dispense*! with, and parlhu. 
ment only a^uirw! to give a Legislative sanction to the 
other encroachments of a despotic king or minister an 
the rights of the prople. l i Hut the ctNir&gv and love of 
freedom natural to die English commotu/' tay* an able 
modem writer * T f -' speaking in die hoarse voice of tu¬ 
mult, though very ill supported by their jiuperiora, pre- 
Ben ed uh In so guest a iieriL” 

M obeyVHk'|iorinitni was in perfect fewping wiiii this 
ino^t arbitrary ttteasuie: lie made the demand in person 
of the mayor and chief ritiiens of I^uuilgn, amt u|mn 
theirmnotiKirnting told diem very plainly, that “it were 
the better that they diouM Buffer indigence than that the 
king at thh time should lade; and tt^refoe^added he, 
u beware, anti resist nut, nor ruffle not in this ease ; for it 
mAV fortune to rmt <h>jim< uf pen thrir htmUrf The 

. * H*#m? Ilf J-htb&S. 

t I hid &***! ir/.ilr Hif iainnj ..j|Tfck]i* t n hax* i n 
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tn^jror ailifil jMrriuiittSois to consult the common council 
hefar? he should declare h imrclF; hut the cardinal pe¬ 
remptorily nffiiswl him j and, in order to prevent the 
Lif an quite,! oppodriem, required that lie and *11 
the aldermen *bouJd separately ccnier with himself about 
the amer. 

nut ill ere Is a limit to the most passive subink^ri, 
fiartiettlurlj in the pmuit instance, when the great sere 
of public feeling—illegiJ am] opprt^iivc tasartun—was 
tented la the ipjkk. T|ie jkxiple gave Tent id their ilia- 
eorjk-nt in miLrtrnmt, and opp^ition to the 

wm^rnione ra *; and a senotis In tiumrtioij, that threm- 
to kMM g*n™J, broke out in the " butcher ikgV fc 
(so the irhsiurgent* roriremptuoindy termed him) native 
ouunty. i he proud tamper* of Vlo-lscy ami hi* master 
tfmaweil hy ihi* menacing spirit of the k U«d* 
rious papulftM/' and letters were speedily despatched to 
all die counties, declaring thm Ik king truant not to 
™F% f*™ i» levying Ms Luo mspobitioru and that he 
wuuhE Lake nothing from his loving subject,*/ hut by 
way of voluntary benevuliqice, _\ general pardon was 
granted to the coninmadoua rebels, their guilt being 
prudently imputed, after the manner of Shirkusp™*'■ 
Apothecary's—tu poverty, uni not want of inclination 
to do letter. Tk odium of the entire transaction, as 
muil r fell upon the minister, whom ail parties., rich and 
poor, tudted in denouncing as the aubreAer of their Ws 
and liberties; while the ckmcney of the portion, by an 
illusion, which (like other theoretical amanilic* in the 
constitution) on the whole works well" in practice, 
was scribed wholly to the bepign atUetion of the so¬ 
vereign* 
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It might. |>crhaptp U* supposed p that, however unpo¬ 
pular was Wiilsey's civil LLiJEifcini;,irailOII + hit rA^dlV 
Jinsl arbitrary innovation* would not esteml to the IkmIv 
af which hu Wak a itietnb_T h aittL that his dlUfcb govern- 
ment would be market! by so much ef iNi wprif ntfu 
■s to L'hEUTP him m least again £1 t] 10 ILI-wiU of hba cede- 
Hia*tiaii brethren* But the contrary whs die fwt: the 
drr^y fczTvd imd hated Mm with the acrimony of their 
profession ; and curses* not loud but deep, followed his 
Wako mun [bp |K»nT tnotiks whom lie had exiled 
from their dwelling and whoHt* revenue* he had applied 
In iftL' indulgence^ of Inis uWH vanity lunE love of m&gllU 
licence;—ami from the more 1 wealthy iwcutar and pro- 
feasetl prills and dignitaries whom Ju> hut I eulripellccl :o 
compromise by Inge of money for such diwpen ra 
he piH-.i-4.-il in allege agin els t ihcm, jimL upon whom he 
hat! aiEunptccI every means of reform, hut di* purest and 
mn^t i'ftkiiduusp that of example. 

We hi!ve seen dial he Wan joined in the legating au¬ 
thority with Cainpeggm, n part of whose duty it vju iu 
enquire into the amdjtion of the Enonasicrics throughout 
KngUniL WnLiwy meditated great design* in this Ligninie 
visitation nr the rdigioui mfc&e? r which r however, he 
fVL-hi-il siimj|al In- fi-lt as the t‘ileeE> of his own undivided 
authority. At his LiiKfrnuv, Henry u|■] 1 1i lmE to the [wpe 
to have Cimp^po recalled, and lVtilsey instituted alone 
in ihr legume power. Leo X- accordingly issued. a bull, 
conmiliEiing ll)t' English rardinai legale tt lairrt } with tin- 
Unusual privilege of dispensing with all cliurcb lawn for 
erne year, He purdiaaed at very high price* imeirah of 
this bull from Leo am! his KUectBsOr*and Was busily in¬ 
vested with the legating authority, am! appointed the 
pope's vi ear-general In England for life by Clement VIL 
XTi h Artt act ns pope (which he wm to all intents md 
fiutjKisci) in England F was the creeling ail olficv whidi 
hr- called tbe legating emir! ; the authority nf which / iru 
vested a* he wu now with all power ocdegiasticAl as well 
as civil, was reiiJy uubuumkd; by it he assumed a kind 
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of En-qy Ulinr IaJ jurisdiction aver the clergy *, mid m-cu 
out the laity, ttntnnwn in this country ; for he ml only 
directed enquiries into all offences against good moral*, 
whkh vert not eogmnhJe hy s tw* law, hut naually ex¬ 
tended his office of ci-ijw to levities of conduct and 
matters of con science- The i mm oralitic* *|iringing from 
chr' wei}th and imioraiicv of the clergy were the caustuiiE 
ihpnien of his dc emu iicement, cortEidored at tire time the 
more audacious and oflenaive + from the contrast afforded 

by hh nwrt expend ve and ilissolutn habits. t The 

men lb ari d other meinhen of religious hotm^ w^re p from 
the more open llbcrtiliihEEi of tine Iith of many of [hrm, 
particularly nhmtxlotis to this moat oppressive tribunal, 
anil Were court: pdiod to purchase an indemnity from time 
to time by the payment of large *ujuk of money. 

Sot content with ibis authority, and tin 1 great imo- 
himnnt* derived from it, Wolsey assumed tire whole 
I rower of iHiiiHiiaiii] g to wliatevrr priori?* nr Irencftcec 
he ptatucd, without regard to the right of election in the 
monks, ami of patronage in the nobility and gentry; 
ami, rowRlVft, LiMirpixl the fees nhil jurisdiction of the 
prerogative unit bishopa’ court*, particularly io the c-iara, 
the most profitable* of willis and testaments. Wot WoL 
aey p s ilrdgos fwr tiie reformation of the dergy were not 
limi led to the fine* and pUEikslinients of his Irgatlne in- 
f|nidrlon. He clearly mw tljat like inevitable effects of 
the corruption and ignorance of the ecd«i allied Indy 
would lie fatal to religion, unless Mine bold ami effectual 
steps were taken to correct tla.ru ■ and therefore, sayi 
■ Itr^iueiL imir-if 'if IbiM tniinlwr uf thutrKrv mmintark*, *!ni rrEU 

f iHUN hm»r?. wHli lit 'it 1-nnmn, Jfcc.. hh I he iHijnf™, Hi hr rn^lrMIC 
Turn ll»*r return! lllcrr jraienr go lin Ik-pii INM7 rliurchet in tjijqbilWl 
th thr 1 liiti-P erf WnfKT In. dll' Eimr uf litrhi^i I'iilnflo .1 lurfn 11. Uirfr 
eii < more 13 i.hl “ E kjinw not** uji (Jut |rg!itr, J bnii Ehii 

dtfflnviMV- iboulik jiri>4-, unlni is far (lui inm* were dmKEliluel In Ihr tul. 
*fr. rod Hurt fhiprii nupt-hU! m-rr^HkgeJL" 

+ Wsli^-1 JWr rn ». r.-istrd I n ■ W-u#, n::«-ur.jijrrir a|*i*i hit Llurii -utwsif*, 
m * riefTFrr IkxF jilTrii/tml [hr m R lig of ucK 1 nf fab tTPT. ■!! ]ifafLir^#n 

rif him jn< Ih |itefalc. Uv Left ctit IlL^ig^nuT llumrt Vltulc^ mEi um 
bf WliK-jinJ 41 pu<t4 Ml Hitu. uj>I ^Fr-cu.kJ with tlrnTil En ifjjCt. IIiw: 

SHirij of hi* iinpwfl.rhmL'iit riuf|« h im with hi\me cv€n|u?lli^l. a m\i bbr 
Hriiluj tiK iTkifri h i.itCTi farimeLn|g Io i c«rn rid. nL i'hnAw. id f4i mJr of tha 
IWhn Wlhj haik rnimd fc?ie molher iri* twn otlrnr of hb iltfjhlJnb-l? tfallilrtfti. 
Zflll HftJl JHirlSI J jli* Iit■ 1 1 in ifim th DCt iitihi ili I Lrr hhi Ijmn LS9 
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Burnet, fr uiten(ki to Ml iltE inormstfcrk's of ftng- 
that., sn discovering their corruptions, be might the 
Wlter justify the design he hod to suppress most of 
Ellina, and convert them info bishoprics, cathedrals* eu-L 
k^iiito churches, and eolJe£».' A bull was obtained 
from Home- to earry thi* Jirsign into effect; hut U'oU-y 
V * s v according to the mat author, “ diver ted from 
making any use cf it p by now*, who ml vised him rather 
to wppi™ roanaflienw by the popeV authority gimn 
proceed in a method which would mki pstt hatred 
i^aiu^t himself, cast foul adjiemiuns on rdi^uus order** 
and give the enemies of the church gri>?ii advantages 
a^atnM it r T yet,, observes the bishop, fi he had cocunm* 
j heated his Jctri^n to the king; and bin *tecrelary Thomas 
Cimnwdl, imderstAndmg it, was thereby iiistnicftfl how 
to proceed afterwards, when they went about the total 
suppression of the monasteries," ' 

But Woliey wJU not altogether l+ diverted” front his 
di^igrt, nor was he induced to rehn^uidi its prosecution in 
its entire extent by the motion w idh winch Unmet alleges 
iiim to have been Actuated. With a courage wonky of 
Ids lugh ambition and extraordinary fortune^ he in two 
y™W dissolved ftjrty_cme of the lesser moaifUteriE’S; 

anil wa& only restrained iu bis course hy a friendly uL 
monition from the king, to avoid giving future occasion 
to the n rtLiimhlhigH" ami « mi]nmirings" which his tn- 
UovaiHHSA tad given hirth In among the poorer cliue*, 

who were hu-ougly attached to the tnanosiic institutions, 
in>m the dieltor lEfotckM by diem agoiiuE do? extreme 
ills of poverty p and from their I wing die only means of 
advancement to pomona of Irmly origin- WoW ditja 
eria hlfotad the precedent* which* 
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a few years after so cXEendvely acted upon, anil which, 
v> much fktoured tfe Kpn-jui <rf the itforautk* i rl W 
land. b 


Thw ujk- in which U-utaej, applied the fan,Is 0 f ,i, c 
dM#[¥al ™*“**i* theiia a bright luitte upc,, y. 
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character, ami goes far to alone for this arbitrary means 
which lie employed to nttaitt *o excellent an end. The 
revennet inti endowments of the rtiunasiLTy of S-t, Pri¬ 
des wide, the wealthiest, and most of the 

proscribed inscittition*, were appropriated to the form¬ 
ation of a p * rt>l[trj+c of secular priest*/* Still in existence 
as 1 'h Hit Church Osiflhi # , ami the iVTflUlt 1 ? 

of the rest were employed with equal zeal in die name 
noMo rleisigUL of diffusing the means of learning. 
ThroD|li hfi aid, also, kctutu were read at Oxford on 
theology, dvi1 law, phyihr, philosophy, mathematic^ 
CSroek. rhetoric ami humanity, by dir mol eminent 
Bohotan ind muter* of diat day, many of whom luring 
foreigner* Tirwe induced to cornu Into England by bis 
ropu taiioo a& a muniflroii t patron of literature. 1 psnwkb, 
his native town, lasted largely of Ids bounty ami *eal in 
the cattle of education. JJ P established a nchool, and 
marie arrangements for a coUrge du-re ; rad penned him- 
srlf a Latin preface to Lilly's Grammar (then just pith- 
Ksdied), which lie particularly desiml should be used In 
Ilia foundation. We shall quote a portion—the owning 
pan—of this preface, an k is the only effort of Wtfey s 
petlj not connected with state trana&ctions or h|s private 
rtHkirn, that his coinc down to The royalty of its 
style iti characteristic* 

* Thomas. Cardinal of York, to die master* of Ipt* 
Wtell School, grouting. 

We imagine nobody can Ise ignorant of die care, 
study t and industry of mind, with which we have 
hitherto directed our labouri,, not for our own private 
interest, hut that of our country. and all our dthrenn, 
which we have very much ciE heart, and in which parti¬ 
cular we shall deem oumrive* to have Wn most amply 
gratitirdp if by any Divine klexsi ng wr shall ini prove the 
nainda &f the people. Wherefore, being filled with die 

* ” Exr t witimi far him 
Tfeow t*Uii of Irarnm* tkwt be r*l*nt Hi Jra, 
h*mich jhii Oifr.nl ! ,T 

<-riflilji, Df ™MQi La j « KtciyVIlL" 
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li c itnd*> t kh] m proraok- L'&ming and piety in our native 
pJ*G?, which ■fclif claim-. (ifuisui certain right, we have 
founded ft Latin itfhoal, no waya irtklqpLfiL, as a testi- 
n my of otir thief regard for them. But is it would be 
impcrfm to erect a school, however magnificent, unksB 
Attended by learned meters, we have every way studied 
in give the government thereof to thuM-u and approved 
teachers, timkr whose tuition British youth may by de- 
gr™, from their earliest years, imbibe both morals and 
kUrrs; web knowing that the hopes of the republic arise 
from their minds being then formed aright; ami that the 
ainc 3: ,.iy more happily and npiAddy lie brought to Wat, 
wp have taken nli manner of earL 1 that you should have 
such liooks eu are most for the instruction of 

them, 

il In this our tk-w titboul. whereof ye arc mastnij ye 
niLLHt tench the beys by tump, xlihlI diligently exercise 
tlii'ni in the rudiments ^.nd method of learning,, that they 
may afterwards K- iidniuced to the moat elegant litem- 
lure and the be*i of moral*. To thE* purjUMe, if ye 
Jaipur with w|ini] care to our satisfaction, ye ahull not 
only ih*mt our gnaii favour for your pains, hut make 
Et aEsm happy for your succwots. Fare ye well.* 

H From our palace, A. J). KaL tipt," 


The deep Interest which \\ 'otsey look in the jnstruc* 
lion of youth h 7 a* we before remarked, the bright 
feature of his character, shedding 0 lustre dike on his 
heart and iiuulkcL No iumi seems to hove been more 
aware of the influence of external dmmtiincSj of up* 
pumiiy the moat trifling nature, in Tinging and mould. 
ing the plastic irfml of cliihLreii, n£ r in feed, no man 
fxrt-lh’d him in knowledge of ihc ineflex influence which 
rircuiiutanrufl in general have on human opinions and 
aetions.. Mo xupdrinttnded with the most asidriuoui 
^attention the education of hi* godson, the carl of Rich¬ 
mond (natural son of the king), and in his own lt*mL 
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writing drew up ■ plan of the household amt domestic 
arrangement^ in which the minute*? particulars were 
nuled, ol tluit young nobleman, un hi.i entering ilia risith 
year of hi* agm He ah# peri u tended the domestic 
education of the princess Mary ; and, in die height of 
his power anil ambition, stooped to determine whether 
or not the pri [LCeSs should Eiivt: “ spice plate* and a ship 
of silver for the nlmei* dishe,” and if i “ trumpet and 
Ifbekil dJ Were A h [dug toy fur ht r pastime huilft 4t at the 

ioleffipne fml of Christmas-" He is but little rend in 
the philosophy of die human heart, anil balds hut little 
sympathy with the bboun- of it Locke ami a Fe^tdflti, whfl 
does not admire ihrto proofs uf the loftiest wisdom, mid 
as such of the loftiest benevolence- Would dim Wobey 

had Plot wanted his Hue talents in the mud drciiiki of 
Ambition, but had applied them to the improvement of 
the tt>ei id elements uf Imman happiness !i Haw much 
more would he thus have benefited mankind, and haw 
much tiw would be have emitriNiW to his awn jwacu 
of mind, and to his huimuruhto claims upon like gntu 
tmk 1 aikI admiration of posterity 1 

The spirit of rigid and minute detail which we have 
been jjuit noticing, mid which, like his love ut r ihe 
trappings and ceremony of n@w* ™ fostered, if not 
generated, by the genius of the catholic worship, h frccti 
in his bids far ihe improvement of trade, — a subject to 
which Im pave peat aliention, — and for amending the 
various processes of the law* which, as lord dmwtfkny he, 
alone then bad the right uf bringing Ik fore parliament. 
The great truth (beginning at length to be known by 
legislators and other men ** wise in their generation ), 
[hat all [hat [rude wujiLh tu thrive,. Is tu be let done* 
vu not known fur centuries after the time of Wakey; 
therefore we need not bo surprised to Hod that die 
restrictive, and protective, and prohibitive principles, 
in all their perfect! tm, an? those by which he wav a<M 
tuned, and, as a consequence. thathe injured the general 
commerce of tlie country much more tlum he benefhod 
particular u interests. 1- The very number and minute- 
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dm, howorefj of those Li lls and rrelriefiflns entitle him 
to our praise, evincing as they do it statesmanlike view 
of the importance of trade far beytiml his age* though 
they betray a common ignorance of the boat mode of 
promoting it. Some of Lho&i? rratrictious were of a IimU- 
crousty oppressive nature, particularly from the minute 
■%hln«i§ with which hr caused them to he enforced, 
Aeifl bad been passed regulating the rates of wages of 
1 flbcnirtis, tlly hours of meals mid rest, and, with a view 
probably to entourage some domestic manufacture, spe¬ 
cifying the apparel of the ** operative** to be 

worn under penalty and forfeiture. This petty legit- 
S; dion, as might naturally he expected, proved highly 
unpopular. At Ancheater the just indignation of the 
populace bum forth uti seeing u nan pilloried for merely 
wearing a +f men" shin instead of die lextute pro- 
Scribed by act of parliament. WuIhj ws* too stiiE- 
necki-d to abate a Jot of any restriction, however minute 
or vc xatious, one? it had received the sanction of the 
IcglftiiilUfr, and therefore rigidly enforced thow oppres- 
fiive and usek>? statutes ; he himself, #B observing one 
day an elderly man in an old crimson jacket, ttforoed 
with various broaches. with his own hands took from him 
die prohibited dim t " by way of crumple to his com- 
mlfriunere. 

IVd posws the most iwqueBtfrm*hk authority of the 
ability Atiifi general impartiality of the cardinal's admi¬ 
nistration in the court of chan eery F in which he spared 
neither high nor hm F hut judged every estate according 
to their merit* ami deserm," Sir Thomas More thus 
writc:^ io lit* friend Erasmus: — n THa arehhfchop of 
i^xUejbiuy w (Wariiam F whom historians ami biogra- 
phen> including Ciivcmlish himself, erroneously repre¬ 
sent to have resigned the seals from disgust at WoWy'i 
towering ascendancy) « hu at length resigned the office 
of chancellor ; which burthen, as you know, he had stre¬ 
nuously endeavoured to lay down for some yai» ; flC iJ 7 
I he bug-wished for retreat bring now attained, he enjoys 
a mum pkiAsut recess in his studies, with the agreeable 
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refkctinn of having acquitted himself so honourably In 
high station. The c-jniiual of York succeeds him, 
whd discharges ibfl duties nf that puM *5 admirably as 
to suf|fciss the hcjHS of aJl t notwithstanding the grau 
opinion of hi 0 Other eminent qualities and. which is more 
Tart% to give pleuurc and sutififactiun after m excellent 
a prodceeiHr/’ We need not say more on dm ability of 
Wo!sey F si clmncellorlripj and will only odd, on I he sub¬ 
ject of ht* legal adntiniatntigB, that Ike instituted dir 
mbBt salutary renditions for the prcmidc* and purdah- 
lEtL-n l of peijury ami highway robbery, then very common 
crimes; that he alio establiHhed courts for protecting 
the poor agiinit the oppression of the rich; ami that 
bin ingenuity and influence were feeddua&ly applied 
during his entire career to rendering the lavt intdJjgihl^ 
Kim|dt\ cheap,, and respected. So far his wuiitrr mu 
hi* debtor. 

It WJB during the odmiuislraLitm of Wot&cy that 
Martin Luther MmtLilt'd the toorin of rrhgicKiR freedom 
in Germany, fay wlticli die usurped authority of tire 
hishopft of Rome wa* shaken to it* foundatrom The 
tide of the reformation had not, however, yet flowed 
Into England* where the public mind was perhaps still 
more fltted for It% reception ; 50 (hat the cardiEkd was 
not calk'il ad to adopt any very decided measures in obe¬ 
dience (o his mutet-’a purpose either of fur warding or 
rein riling it. It h prohibit 1 that he conceived die con¬ 
duct of Luther merely as that af 1 temporary achkmatit, 
whose hold insolence would abate as its novelty faded* 
and as the itfUkh passions which were mixed up with its 
birth yielded to the influence of time and expostulation. 
The features of the reformation were not rivaled in all 
thtLT brightness depth, and breadth T even id its authors, 
or, more property speaking,, [tv immediate insuruinents, 
fur yean after the death of Wolucy \ so that it i* not to 
be wondered at that he viewed the 4w ifitr" of die pro- 
fex^ur of Wittcmberg with die pope, concerning the sale 
of indi%en(!t*w and the amount of the authority of the 
papal fur a long tittle, with Enmeshing of the itulif- 
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formce of ft passing incident. Efe was himself very 
much hiriiiied for 14 a reformation ot the head and mem- 
bfc-r? of the diuretij as ippe^n from h ts approval of the 
insEructiuns to the EnglUh rcprraenialivca at the council 
uf Liilcmn *; Kid from Hist anxiety to wrttci tile ipn a- 
rau« and licentious habits of the inferior clergy, Bui 
tlirowing off the yoke of the NLiman a«r s toiling as he 
iw with feverish ambition for the chair of St, Peter, 
was an end that lie never for a tinxntenE could ^utrni - 
pUcc, and would resist with all hh energy. 

Our niden are aware that Henry won the title of the 
Defender oi Elm Faith m from Ehc pope, as the re wan! 
nf Lb lawk apwtist the « blasphemous, iLbeUticah ami 
sacrilegious tenets of Luther, Though it ihoillll n£in 
that VV obajy had no shun- in dm compodEton of the 
wi>rk, yet we learn, from Boperi Life of Sir Thorn aa 
31 ore. timl that mo*t excellent nun was over-ruled by 
him, In hi* advice io Henry, to omit, of at least to qualify, 
thut jwrrion in winch the papal nujiremncy la mmel; 
atifl die cardinal's &wn letter to the pope* which accom- 
panied b copy of the work 1 show* hi* anxiety to have 
it inferred that Henry's zeal against Luther wi* mainly 
instigated by hi* minister. He coufrl nor, however, even 
though personally riorlinni,, remain a paarive spcftiier 
of die pwgresi of the Lutheran controversy, afur hh 
master harl thus deddetlly thrown down the gauntlet 
against die \\ itienljerp professor* Accordingly li-r 
causcit pop* Leo's bull (tgainfit Luther to he paired on 
every church door in Englandj along with the forty-two 
** d i nmiKTe and pestiferous" error* of that greai re* 
former; hy which means, ns must have been obvious, 
had he browed on the ait * few moment* serious re 
fleednn, hr strongly favoured the growth anil spread of 
the •* noxfotM briars'" which it wan intended in mdicaEc. 

Neither did Luther himself perceive the advantage 
to the new doctrine* of dim fixing them upon the aEteo- 
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Lidrti nf ilw public mind; far, looking only to eIll- motm 
mill the Insult, tin denounced (in lii& \ pdogelieal Lot re t 
id Henry, llie most extraordinary of dll his extraordinary 
publication^} Wuboy^ with his usual tthemenoe ami 
coamtucitcalling him Sl LUuii mojisirutn ct publicum 
odium lltt ci hpmmum, Cwdinalifl Eboraeend^ postls 
ill it rL-^Eti tni/Ac. This abuse hall die oHooi of sharpen¬ 
ing Hulsey \ judgm i?nt; for we find that lie imme¬ 
diately issued a command, req Hiring oil jiemnu T under 
pain uf eXcGnicnunic-icicm, to deliver up every work of 
Luther hi [heir ]Hte*esiioEl. He a]*i> applied hi [use If, 
wills redoubled Heal, to the improvement of eIli? school* 
and college* throughout the kingdom ; revised tin 1 
statutes of die uni vltbI lien ; look a warm interest in the 
sucoen and arrangements of St* Paul's school* lately 
founded under the celebrity] dean C'oiel: in fact, he 
seemed determined 10 supply the church, in die event of 
a oomhaiL with its most titling armoury —die superior 
ntoral* and learning of in niinistehi. w Learning to 
learning,," wa* Ills mode stf rt-UgicuN warfare; there 
LteJUg nothing vimHetite er flail quinary in M'ulseya eh a- 
meter, where hie personal feelings were not otfendctl; 
and it htiuuld he renu-m tiered to Id-. credit, that one 
article of bin Impeachment was. his rem issue** in tutttf- 
ing .jmd punishing betetk*, os those who had adopted 
the terete of Luther were then deviated 

Wokey hail now for many yean exercised the entire 
ecdcu&sticaJ and civil jkiwer of die kingdom with un¬ 
controlled authority, and with out ary diminution of his 
muter'* confidence* I Lb tiler la, aa we before observed, 
had unfolded themselves uthc held of their exertion had 
widened, while his unpopularity outran both, rill it be¬ 
came universal. The nubility baled him fur the sEcxti 
iron rule by which be compdld them eo obey the laws, 
aud fur immtipol[sing with haughty ostentation the royal 
confidence and favour, which they coelhiLlthI in be their 
hinhrigliL Proud of ihdr indetrt descent, they could 
ill brook mkIi imfwrious sway* even from the monarch, 
mni burned with i udignaEign at being obliged to bow and 
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cringe to an arrnpunt £r butcher's boy/’ whose! no limits 
to his demuidfl on their rospectAti beiri^ They hm 
glided him „ moreover, «* the murderer of the most 
illustrious of ihdr body, Siaflbnl, the 4ttb of Bucking- 
ham * t though the death of shat nobleman vsj at least is 
much the fl]iira|uciEc& of Henry's ■!»« jealousy of bis 
PlanLo^cnei blood «-i of the eafdiujJ's rindLcUveti™- 
11 in arbitrary oppressions to the shape of loans and 
benevolences, mid his stiQ more arbiLniry attempt to 
levy taxes without the aid of parliament, find earned 
him the re: l ntnn.nl uf the poorer eLuse* (always prone 
to regard with envious hatred the conduct of" men of 
lowly origin), ami of the small buuj of patriots whoj 
oven in that despotic age, cherished a love of «mnti* 
tutionaL freedom. On the other band, his undlqpafved 
contempt of the ignorance and gross habiLs of the mass 
or the clergy, and his arbitrary effort* to punish ami 
amend both, could no: fail to "make him die object of 
resentment of a |™ly whe^c ni-will is proverbially im¬ 
placable, and which, in the autmee of Wolsey, was the 
more natural, m they * £ thought it did not become him, 
whose rices were notorious and scandalous, to tax others 
whose faults were neither so great nor so eminent as hi a 

WOtffc” 

For all these reasons, Wolecy's administration was 
highly unjiiipuhir, aiul his destruction bought. after by a 
hi>h[ uf eager ™™i«. But dll the affidr of the divorce 
from queen Catherine, and consequent marriage with 
Anne ifotejo-j^ that ih ± till his will and appetite were m- 
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flann. J unit thwarted by delay anil opjHisitiun -— there *p- 
P^ri to have l*?en m change in die feeling* of the king 
towards his favourin'. Thai, indeed, Wo4*&y J s M ww 
** «PkI «iJ ■Mndini; w> hi h rise; and then it was 
diat Henry veriiled a wwniifaiMp declaration of his to 
one who Wjirned him of his favourite 5 power and irmniti- 
ceiKt —-' The hand that made him can destroy him when 
it lists," Wol«y was himself dir first to Jtereeive what 
hh knowledge of Henry's unsteady temper, anil of the 
frtwrioiii imiun; of his hold on hi* aBbctiim., must 
hflYo often presented to hi» fancy in those moment* of 
prophetic woiness which steal m us even in our mori 
prosperous ami happy houm ; and probably die migni- 
ttezm gift of Hampton Court to his master was the toiu 
w^Ltence of his jiercciving home unconscious working*, 
in die royal mind of jealousy of his extraordinary wealth 
ami unsuhjectlike splemlour. lie that u it may, the 
ciTect of die gift was to deafen the king tn the complaints 
and insimiationis that were ftiltH tacitly thrown out againBt 
the cardinal, ami to mike the latter indulge In* pr^iou 
fur pomp and regal magnificence with more ostentation 
dun ever. 

ft does not fid within our d«tfga to repent what hfu- 
terrians hare informed us of the providings in the imse 
of the divorce of qtuwn Cilhirmt, mvm than belong to 
thu part which Wdsfy took in them, sod to the manner 
in which diey affected his fortune*, It due* not ap^-ar 
when Henry dm communiratocL to Ida minister his 
«™plestif tile legality of his marriage With his brother ft 
widow i hm they were no sooner coimnutiiciEtil, than 
Acknowledged 10 ho well founded. These umpire, it is 
perhaps nearly to premise, were as old su the marriage 
imelf; a d% XD H * k it of the pope being required before 
it could he entered into, and the prince hiim*Sf being 
only twelve years old when die contract w§* ratified. 
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-pvrpc h, fUi hnagnhi thf i«ip( tn Ime with * r<hLif rimmi, that. alter ihe 
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Henry VJJ. never intended that the contract should he 
jmiminentLy Ami oldy employed itll a pretOXt 

for nut re|wayiiag the large *uin which Catherine brought 
:\s her dowry, lie ordered the prina 1 to protflt 
k m f=ocni ns lie bovine; of age ; and charged him. on hjn 
death bed p a* his load iiijiiiLctisHi, not to fuldl an alliance 
so hipncednitcil, and »n o*|x*>ed to tnsunxiquTi table 
objediuns. Ihat Henry was iti the Wight of youth and 
puriem, and spume*! all remonstrance. For eighteen 
years tlbc legality of Lhe marriage wqs not doubted, 
though tuileed the legitimacy of the princess Mary, tht 
only surrivieig child of this uniim, was objected To hv 
the staler of (‘utile whilst her marriage with the emperor 
Chariot Was 3iegotialed d and by the ambassador of Fraliee 
when it was intended to betrodi her i& one of die 
French kings brothers. 

Yonn*. however, pund on* without any [mrticuEair 
mention of die neruplr*-, dll what Fuller designates the 

miming ehasiity " of Anne Bolryn made her refuse to 
eli&re Henry's bed but is Ilia lawful wife. -Queen Cubr- 
rine had become old arid past child-bearing I IIc-nry_ 
burning with a new pud on* loruhcd her with ibe m-r- 
dou of satiety i die scruple* concerning die legality of 
the contract rushed to his uautanre: all his bishops, 
Fisher excepted, assured him, and Thomas Aquino* eon- 
sinctxl him, that die marriage Was unlawful. He coin, 

,mu mealed hit conviction to H F oIsoy* p and thuE phase 
miniolor pledged himself io ** bring the mutter about to 
his heart's content,, ‘ so far as the pope wm concerned. 
This hapiiemd in 1527, s* Wdsey was about to set nut 
on an embassy to France, to conclude a close alEianee 
between the two cn>*m, and to treat for ihe liberation of 
die captive pontiff; an embassy which CaTt-ndlili with 

* Itoth She- ipar-rn. ferJ Ki-f ric-fihi w r | hr i-Tr|Nmu Ch4Jtarf, IVi/Hfif 

bsrlus ftri|:in:iirtj (hr* Amtw iniliiwtiy thf Uibmtf T«taV. 

** Ortiili tnuMa 3 hh; inis Eliuih ihv Jr^l i^rdl'wl or V«¥ l frr.lKcanitF 
t lii tl 1 wMidand ni j*Ur liijfti iirrtr mi j^t^ir7. ind ijAAj.f y nr m/toH. 
fibijij' Ji/j”. iiwL till Ii rrj!* nfc tmif fm-itjHipi mjtw power and tjmwnT. tbrft^ 
ftHTf'r wWff frUK *»JV W;( Wifrt Hinrf *ri l*i f mnXtff -i-Vnuitf, MkI m 
r.-»r Oi. jr.M! mikt Hut 71m bnr t,, eHf irtEDfTcr, Tn- 

f»itn! He wirijkl h'"S iAlimr I Kit arajhiLiui ui:-| jkL pof^ t»- fc-rct' 1 

Wnif. And U> liie lime cflltcl Ciiirtn je Lr GraaJ. 
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plausibility fr&enbes IQ the in aticc: of his enemies, i€ in 
flnli:r to get him out of itfct: king'i daily presence, and to 
ccnvey him out of the realm, Chat they might hive con¬ 
venient leisure ieicI opportunity to ail venture their bj^ 
desired enterprise ; and by the aid of their chief mis-* 
ixtm j my UdyAnn, to deprive him so unto the king ha hia 
absence, dut he would be rather in hi* high displeasure, 
than in bis iiccustosutil favour ; u r it [III- lean to be in J ebb 
estimation with hjj majesty," 

The cardinal conducted this embassy with even more 
than his Usual H-tatc -Hill magnificence, and was received 
everywhere with a respect only paid to the mmt power¬ 
ful tltunardm. I Tib train ronaintdl of 1£D0 hnli and 

gentlemen on horseback, attired hi die most eoatiy livery, 
K Oo Ilia landing at l.’aLus, he called before him alt liU 
noblemen and gentlemen mtc hi* privy chamber; where 
they being assembled, [Ill-] said unto them in this wise 
in effect : — * 1 hare called you hither to this Intent, to 
declare unto too, that f cotukltriDg die intelligence that 
>c minister unto me + will die good will that I bear yon 
again for the saluc p intehdilig to remember ynur dill-* 
gent service hereafter, in place where ye ►ball receive 
crniitigU thanks and rewards. Ami also J Would show 
you farther what authority 1 haw received directly 
from tile king's highness; and to instruct you some¬ 
what of the nature of the Frenchmen ; and then to in¬ 
form you what reverence ye shall Use unto roe for the 
high hangur of the king's majesty, and also how ye shall 
entertain die Frenchmen, whensoever ye mhall meet at 
any time* Find, ye shall understand that the kind's mi- 
jesty, upon certain weighty eon biderations both, for the 
more advancement of his royal dignity, a.^3gtred me la 
du b journey to be his heutcuant-general; and what re¬ 
verence belonged! to die same I will tell you* That for 
ray part I must, by virtue of my commission of lieuEv- 
i]unt*hip r vFhUMte ami take upon me> in all honour* am! 
degrees, to have oil such service ami reverence M to hi* 
highness presence lb meet and due: and nothing thereof 
to bi j neglected or omitted by me that to Ilia royal estate 
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L-s appurtenant* Aml for my part ye shall s^mr that I 
will not omit one jot tkn«£ Therefore, because ye 
flball not be ignorant in tint behalf,, is one of die spedal 
causes of iliLt your wmembty* willing and cotnniimdmg 
you u ya eut™l my favmir not in forget die same in 
time and place, but every of you do observe thlff In- 
formaiiuti ami instruction as ye will at my return avoid 
the kins'* indignation* but to obtain Iris highness' UhelU, 
the which I will further for you a* ye shall deserve# 

+i " Now to tfie point of die Fnaadim^n s nature, — ye 
that! uttdmUnd that their disposi E mn i> such, that (hey 
will hft at the dm meeting u famiEiar with you as they 
had been acquainted with ymi long before, and com- 
mnne wish you in die French tongue as though ye un¬ 
derstood every word they spake: therefore in like 
manner, be ye hi familiar with dlctn agouti as they bff 
widi you. If they speak to you in the French tongue,, 
apeak you to them in die English tongue; for if you 
understand not them, they shall no mote unrirmniuL 
yt™.' And my lord speaking merrily tn om- of the 
gentlemen there, being a Welshman, ■ Rice/ quoth ho, 

* (ipfik thou VV ebb to him, and [ juu well wimi] that 
thy Welsh shall be more diffuse to him than his 
French shad be to thee/ Ami then quoth be again to 
u-i all, 1 Let all your critei-tuinmcnt and behaviour he ac¬ 
cording lo all gtfitfmia and human ity, that it may be 
reported, after JQDJ departure from thence, tli&l ye be 
gentlemen of right good behaviour, and uf much gentle^ 
ntsa, and that ye bo men that know your duty to yopr 
sovereign lord t and to your master, allowing much 
your great reverence. Thus shall ye not only oh tain Jo 
youredTt* great commendatiun and praise for the umr, 
but also aduim die honour of your prince and tommy' 
Now go your Ways admonished of all these puEnUq and 
prepare jouralvraE against m-rnwrow* for then we b. 
tend, God wiUing, lo set fuTwiiriL hri 

Wolsoy * - progr™" from Cilais to Amiens, where 

Friticts awaited him, was accompanied wiih all ihe 
* UVliDiSWk 
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hontrare and privilege* or royally,—here, a* * cardinal 
{mwlaiming k ihy fbr ihc rrrnksba of mnt there 
“ w f ,s 1 ^ th<r of rearing canting ttehior* 

A* he ww in rti* height of hii re^ntment igwn.t 
C , anrl did not yet despair of the popedom, lie 
“ n *! u,ifll 4 melat Mtetanly^tlttding £i*m]iarE on the rur? 
of hu sovereign with th, French king, and ttrore to win 
,Ita * ™ ws,n * »® hi* [wrsniuJ interests by sll possible 
espedicnfo, Among the rest, he promised to hove bis 
master* marriage with rpi«u ( athenae annulled by the 
]>ope; and the princess Retire, Francis's d(ter-Ih-]iw 

"'“ c 1“ cen o{ Englaatl. Full of this project, he re’ 

lymd iioiikEi, 

ffe met the Hog in Kent, on hie w«v to London 
and entered into an explanation of his iinb*»y duril 
*2? "" ** wt™to*es of flto nmjeetet 

w ' th > priotM*. Henry received him 

coldly, :m,l tolil him thut he did not aunt a French 
princess, for that Anne Ifolejn ihoul.i be his nuten 
as soon as Wnluey's n aj hud obtained the papa] 
unit. The cardinal wan thunderstruck at this dedar- 
auon t for he saw in fta fulfilment his inevitable min. 
fie irnt not %ao Mn t of die king's paaajnn for Anne, 
lor, at Henry a command, be had, Jong before his 
embassy, annulled her contract with lord Jforey.anrJ had 
jwnpciied that young nobleman to marrv anoifo-r lady * 
but lie considered it to he the mere ebullition of hat 
winch would mo*i probably end in her becoming the 
tint's concubine, Still conriderin- ih e king'* resolution 
to lie dictated by his coarser foriinps, he threw himself 
a t Henry a kiiLLfu anrl implomJ }j Tin no t to penut i n ii 
urging every topic he thought likelv to affoct his pride 
or biia interest. But he might as wdl bay the moun as 
to talk Henry's appetite into moderation, He 
WM dismissed Witii a command to lose no time in foL 
, n S ™* Fcmi*e of " bringing ifo-fiffalr of die dimree 
® l ? n * l “J h f ailisfaetion," Votwiihs landing this 
rehulT Wolsejr did not altogether abandon hi* French 
aihance, for he atiJl trusted in thr effect of delay iu 
at 3 
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abating die fertmir of his master's present passion, and 
in thereby disposing him to entertain his project with 
less reluctance on a future occasion. He knew, how- 
ever, that* whatever should be the result of die affair 
wish Anne Balcyti, It ** would be as much aft hia life 
was worth " to procure the papal di«pensaEion; and ac¬ 
cordingly applied him*df with extraordinary ac«d to 
gain the pope over to his purpose. 

Our readers, we tak* it for granted, are acquainted 
with the evasive conduct of Clement VII. in the matter 
of the divorce; with his vacillations between the ** hom^ 
suer and the forg?," m he biinself termed it—his fearn tu 
offend the emperor, wltose prisoner be lately was, and hia 
anxiety to be on good terms with the court of England ; 
With the proceedings of the trial opened before hift legates 
Campeggio and Woltey (which the pn of ^haksp-tare 
has recorded in his imperishable language, and which the 
genioh of Sirs. Si+ldons, and [111- classic mate of the 
KemhlcSn h*a pictured in a style worthy of that lan¬ 
guage on the memory of die fading generation}; with 
the artful amounting of the proms to Rome j ami with 
iU die schemes employed by (bit subtle court to delay 
the adverse dedsun to the last moment. Wobey wiu no 
party L‘i these limc-killiiig evasions. On the contrary,, 
his letters betoken a deep and feverish anxiety to have 
the decretal hull issued without delay or qUolitlcatlOD. 
In the Hotter in which he congratuhiics the pope on his 
obtaining his liberty, hr urges him to despatch the king'll 
business, " Thii only 1 will add," he says, rL that that 
which IB deni ml ii holy and just, and very much for the 
safety and quid of die kingdom, which is most devoted 
lo the apostolic iee. iJ He told Clement that his de- 
Saving the hull wmibl be hu certain mill, and would en¬ 
danger the ulpedirnte of the crown of England to dm 
papal see. He wrote long and c«t earnest letters to 
the innhsA^dors at Rome, in which all the argument 
that a mosi anxious mind could devise ore forcibly 
urged to persuade the pope to grant the Mug a desire. 
He offers to mke the blame of the entire proceeding 
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gt on hit own souI/ J if there wm my thing Informal 
or ** amiss" in it, lie entreated Campeggia, who wn* 
sought Tot ik± the legntr, " for hi* known tractableness/ 1 
to tureen to England as he viluod his own intcn-sL and 
his friend’* safety. In another boor Wolwy writes, 
£i For my part, I would expose any dung to my life, 
yeij life itselfj rather tlian mw die ineonvenim«s that 
may £mw upon disappointing of ihe king’s desire*" 
Hut all this terJ availed him i; l>l - die friendi of Anne 
were his LiupbrabU' enemies ; and she was easily led la 
believe that the delay of her marriage* wits wholly 
Owing ±o lii* predilection For another alliance. This 
being n crime which die female heart never fuTglves* 
she lost iio opportunity of poisoning the car qf her royal 
lover against his favourite* On the other hand, die frfnnls 
of die queen regarded him ^ die prime mover and ori¬ 
ginator of the whole proceeding* unmindful of die king's 
solemn declaration to die oontrary, suuf sought his de¬ 
struction with all the virulence of insulted honour* sharp¬ 
ened by revenge, Jt was suggested to Henry, that all 
the crosses and evasions with which die pope hart eo 
long thwarted hi* matrimonial designs were but the 

* Hit iradrr wilt,, if int iurr, Lv- jnlLbedi by peruilnr Ibe- folia*. nj 
nurtf trtbr I'jvim Auitc Bukyn to "A nkey ta&reTiilnj ibr rikpeuaEUiQ, in 
hn muriate: — 

" Wj Lnnl* 

'■ lib mil dumI ItumMeft wlif ill t! mj j-r-’-r li j art ran tlur.L, 1 kip thunk 
your priuv fw your kb id letter. jn4 ft? Jfnur rirb amt Kmdfy pmftH't lJw 
urillfSi t tliaJI fwt*-r bf^kitlninE vitfaDUt IW Iwlp 2 ihr-kihifh L 
Ju^t bUfetrU* had » treat [Jrnfcr. Hut hJI the dayj of mf iLFc I ibi Itk*E 
ijaniJhl ,J .111 nrillLTr*. JlfXt liW kiflg'i XTM*. Ett ludfl Ulil **T*t j lj.jE fJMV : 
pfEJir w liwk I bMffrfv y.iu Ilirtfr £■■ ibxi!>t 1 hat rrrr I ih*I| mtj from tfciLi 
th'MJtf hi U Iwi Ml m HI mf bc«Jj A&il a* UiLh-Ii l*1i ?nur kticu'j 

touMrffbth Ehr i«r4t [Mill JiU^-.Uh li* th$ * (■ndu tfrkftaM 1 dVun thf 
kllrr 14 hn*t Iw wntllH Lib |V_H] h | UiHfik «lf L*H that then I frit 
X linlrri at*& ffiyti for *tt *-***4, H-IKl thuE >4 th* Vbrj( ar«l you . ni4 
fbmbtinj; ImjE UmL Wrd hw [PHhffrnl JW brt h Inf rnl rauMM, known chEj 
of hi» hlfJ> HlrimlL ANl a* hrf fht £MnkEi|;^ the- 1 1 [ iJtsiir lI.*i 

fenucli , Rrfd if kf be -God'i |>h i<u-rr h 1 e■ r ji y liim to h*oU thb n'.iitfrF ■bur!)I? 
t4 a yund eihl. an.I then I EmM. my l^nl F Ln re€Hxn|Aue |un tJ time utril 
fnlnt. In thnr whkb I nu-S require jrmi m Ihr nu-jun ihin- in or^nit fn| 
je.>ud * i it. in lli r ilml ot thr p<iwrr. khe *likh raiut i-arlh firMfd 

JuiNj. lb i-JT j j't .1 L In •WL'Lib ; lei *tn:iLli 1 l> kt;^Ii Ur jrxj |,n | ^ hf?, mit'l 

CbnE-roiaut it m hoiDi.ur \V r: ii l : i * nh thr Ji i ii.l eir bet i Kxt v> w- k L . .. 1 

Em bt| 

♦* Vi.aiF bowiWc wd otirillftii pefL inf, 

H Akai Mhlhl 1 V! 1 .“ 

Ttv« feider witi llmd r^anj nlfwi bhtfltiaf ktlen erf Aanr, and 

Cbe lAlht r juurir« kb UK dln^n. r. m HurrjA 
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cinlininTti a rti n ccs to elmnge Ida purpose, bv wearing out 
hie hope* of it* being Lucee^fnk IrritdieLl almost to mad¬ 
ness by the olutidai which papal diirarttry had placed 
ill (lie way of the gmtifienLinn ijf his passion, he gave & 
willing ear to the suggestion, and vented his Jdng-augt- 
preiwwl indignation u\nu the cardinal The high opinion 
which he had no I our entertained of Wals^a capacity 
n&w only contributed ro iEidame his new Iboling against 
him, anil to hasten hi* downfall. He would not bdieve 
that the cariRml could fail if his fidelity went along 
with his acral, and therefore thought that he must have 
been " juggling all this time in the bualncW 

But the blow did not fall Instantly, though Wotsrj 
knew it woe now inevitable* At thc'eWof the kga- 
title court one day, Henry ordered the cardinal to attend 
I mn It the judace of Bride wdj ^ijoinlEig, For an hour 
the indignant sovereign showered on the head of the tl*- 
vot«! mini-ter the most vehement abuse for the delay 
that li.id taken place m the burins*. U r ol»ey ite vain 
attempted to justify lik conduct. Tin? Ling abruptly di*- 
rnia 5 cil him. ami the cardinal sought the respite of his 
own paboc at Wcslmmstor. The bkbop of Carlisle, 
who catered the barge with him at Ekckfriara, remarked 
diat "it waaa very hot day.Y t m," replied Moisey, 
* c and if you had been ai mud] eliafnl a? I hate bc^n 
within th£f hour, you would indeed eay it was very hoL h 
Oppressed, exhausted, and heart-broken, the cardinal 
immediately went to bed on arriving it his resilience 
(Turk-house. now Whitehall palace), but was liman as 
™ti compelled 10 return 10 Bridewell, by ihc Ung\ 
eommarnt, requiring tilt immediate interposition of the 
legate* with ihc ijucon, then it the fialace. He had here 
to encounter the mortifying tfumta and vituperation. of 
the enraged prince, upon whom hi could make no fa¬ 
vourable impxwiau. Another interview with Henr? to 
communicate she unmcce^ful iuue of hi* intotperirion 
finialicd this day s wisieiy. A few days after Cim- 
peggio abruptly adjourned the court to October, withuuL 
timing to any decision. 
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Nothing could exceed the surprise and indignation of 
the king it this proceeding. The whale c&urt cumRuined 
of the delay, and pressed the legates to give sentcncc. 
Campcpgiu said lie could not dll October. Sd T ,'pon which 
the lordi spake very high: and die duke of Suffolk, with 
great camusolLo-n, swore ' by tile mas& T thm lie la w it wad 
true which had been commonly said, that never cardinal 
yet did good in England - 1 and so all tile temporal lords 
went away in 1 Fury, leaving the legates, M'olacy in par¬ 
ticular in no small perplexity.* 1 Wdsey, against whom 
^nlMk'a declaration was wholly aimed, from this learned 
that the Courtiers clearly saw shit his fall was at hand. 
Nothing mere, however, happened at chit time, for the 
king immediately left town on a progress, with his mis¬ 
tress. 

The two cardinals waited on Henry at Grafton in 
Northamptonshire- Wobtcyi pride and 1ii5|H_^ received 
here their fatal blow, for the courtiers who at (ended the 
Idng ti ci longer disguised their insoLruce alid ri^uuljnerit, 
and knowing his dugnee to have been fixed up m r actually 
" laid many great wagsru that bin majesty would not 
speak with the lord cardinal" 1!L* tnorriflcaltona did 
not end here. On reaching ihe entrance of the court, 
I'ampcggio was immediately conducted So an apartment 
prepared for him, and WoUcy, with dismay, heard that 
no order for his accommodation had been issued. The 
delicate and mewl considerate courtesy of sir Henry 
Norris, a JOGOg and favoured attendant of the kin^ (who 
was. not long afU'rwimk executed Fur an alleged erimU 
nality with Anne Boleyn) in some degree relieved him 
from the embarrassments of Ids fiituaiinti. The knight 
begged WoEst'y to accept of h h fiportmcnl, affecting to 
ascribe die manifest neglect of the cardinal to the Hud led 
arrangement* of the king's present residence. 

From Norris, Wdlwy soon learned what was known 
at court nf Henry's estrangement frmu hi* in mirier A 
ray of sunshine, bowerer, fur a moment lit up Wol*cy F & 
fortune*. The cardinal was bidden to the royal presence* 
and waa received courteously, even kindly- The presence 
n' 4 
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of the nmn who had so long main tai tied an ascendant 
over hJf Kfiktion^ anil in whom he hod ropased such un- 
limiini contidence* melted the stubborn heart of Henry, 
who ever aeiudi In chedicncc to the passing iifipuke. Sic 
raised Wolwy from his kneeling posEurt, and leading 
him hy die hand to ihc retc*a of a window, conTeractl 
with him long nod Larnegdy. From the expressions, how¬ 
ever, which reached the car of Cavendish It hhoutd Min 
that Henry was accusing him of Mime deception in IdLh con¬ 
duct an minister. fS How cull that lie r in net dib your 
own hand?" said die ting, ]>1 licking out of Ins bosom a 
lelEer Of writing, and thawing him die UD». U'olaey 
wan then dismissed eo diuuer, with die promise of another 
interview qn tin? morrow, That interview, howijvitr, was 
not gratited j for Anne Itoleyn, who wh urged by her 
unck the duke of Norfolk, mul her own ilsdiiiiiUEMi, lo 
employ all her influence to proven! their enemy 1 ! Tcturji 
to favour, liiiil engaged die amorous inon&rrh in a sylvan 
OxcorsLEiii in a neighbouring park, and Wokey never 
afterward* saw hi* royal master, 

Scarcely bad i. a(i!i]wggio separated From his colleague 
I ham hb hugeage was examined, Henry siifiprfEltig that 
Wobcy was mmjimttmg through him die means of pro¬ 
viding for himself abroad, in the enut of \m escaping 
from die kingdom. But a provision for a future (by 
had never once crossed die cardinal's mind through his 
whole career: rapacity WAS iij him a uiiAa Ejf which 
lavish magnitt eicct, and not griping avarice, was elm 
sale end* 

Ora Ids return to London, lie optnEHl the court of 
chancery with hi? wonted parade. It was bit Use exer¬ 
cise of the ldgh functions of lord diaJiecllur. The next 
morning b« was waited on by the dukes of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, And die great seal demanded from h'lm. He 
refused lo deliver it up on a mere verbal order, and 
without a formed letter to that effect fromthe king's own 
hand. He probably expected that the reflection which 
ittcniLs the act of writing,, and delay in ilic execution of 
a design, would induce Henry iu ncften, if not altogether 
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revoke, kits order. He mm disappointed: on die follow¬ 
ing lUy Ihe two duk^s bore away ilie insignia of his 
office, first presenting him with their masters written 
authority* lie wa* at the same rime commanded to give 
up York palace, built by himself on the property of the 
see of York, and to reside in Eshcr* adjoining Hampton 
Court, another pallets also huiit by him p belonging to 
the bishopric of Winchester. 

Wolscy haring taken a farewell survey of the ™tly 
furniture of his princely trunnion^ which exceeded in 
splendour any riling ever *cm before in England {an 
inventory of it is still preserved in the llarldan Mt?S. 
Ln the British Museum), set out uti hii way to Esher. 
He was mwetl in his barge to Putney, where his mules 
and hones awaited him. An incident occurred on thi* 
journey which is calculated to excite our diggu*t at his 
jncanness j not the less ao* jierhap*j when hit former 
ovctbe&ri ng haughtiness of deportment present* itsel f to 
our recollection. Not, Indeed, that there is any thing 
ktHumitcnt or unusual in this mixture of inordinate 
pride acd base ahjeetness of nature. They arc both the 
offspring of selfishness anti holJownna of heart, 

■ PPigiJ TTiris irr baK, tnonenp*^ i,faeLrdr>i}n 
Tbrj kiwswi. crmrilt, Owl ]ii«firrt 4-J " 

Scarcely had. he proceeded on hi* mule, when sir Henry 
Norm rod* up to him. anti hailed him with ihr glad 
ridings, that ' fc the king commanded hi* grace to be of 
good dicer, for that he was as much in his favour as he 
had ever b«n." These n prod and comfortable** worda 
were accompanied hy ■ wdUmown ring, which Henry sent 
him 4* a certain token of his favour. Wohey was at first 
overpowered by tine extraxagunce of his transporta of 
joy. lie prostrated hiinwlf 1 "on hi* knew in the mire " 
and with the wihleat gestures of gratitude invoked the 
blcsrfugi of heaven on his royal lAniler* The joung 
knight, uiiyeil At this ah—meat of the haughty prelate, 
knelt down beside him, and brought Mm to give cre¬ 
dence to hia message. But the other, almost dun* 
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with emotion, could only ejaculate hk broken lhanks to 
bis God and Ills king ; showing thereby, obtiervra Bur* 
ne^ how mean a amt 1st- barl > and that, as he himself sf- 
terwtnkacknowledged* EJ he 'preferred tbeJangt favour 
to God Almighty IS." On pining, lap gave Norris a pi™ 
of die “ re*] holy cross," which he wore round hii neck, 
ss a token of his frienckhip. “ GehiicVurrid if 1 were lord 
of a realm, the one half thereof were an insufficient reward 
to give you for your pains a utl right ram fortfcblc news- 
Hut, inaflerN'oms^ conrider with me that J hive nothing 
left me hut my clothes on my hack ; therefore I desire 1 
you to take this wmtll reward of nsy hind." To Else king 
lie sent many message* of devotion; anil TCcdUecting, 
after taking leave of the knight, that Henry prized a 
fivoiiricc foul he hail In his household, he recalled Norris, 
null hade the menial accompany him to the king ; hut 
the pour he ruched cmtmv could with difliculiy be «un- 
iwlleiil Into hi§ new service* ami not dll the cardinal hail 
ordered fils of his stoutest yeomen to enforce Usn ;— a 
striking instancy says theebrontdef* of hli total regard- 
lessncu of the consequences to others of hit attaining hie 
emi —sdf, (in Ehu ease, a forgetfulness, to wy the lent 
of it, of the lacerated feelings of affection of a poor erea- 
tore who was all feeling,) even in aJtiietloti. 

Woltey KfR-nE; some wrcltfi at Esher, a prey to Is i n 
fear* tod mortified ambition. As might he exg tec ted, 
the world, tlinl had paid him such abject court in hU 
prosperity, deserted hkn in this faEal reverse of hia for- 
tmic. \foliey was not himself prepared for what he cm- 
crivrd to base ingratitude: it surprised and dqifetud 
him ; and the same pride, iinhupgrtned by true dignity 
of chancier, which made him be vainly dated wilh hk 
recent grandeur, made him now doubly sensitive to (he 
hutniliaEsouH nf mbmiij , Under any clrtumstnEt^ he 
would be unfit for solitude: the glory more ev«s than 
ihe |Kswtr indexed to high elation, and the gaze of the 
multitude being (he breath of his nostrils ; the calm ctffl- 
tflilBimt of private life was Co him a Hound of no mean- 
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mgr li'hot, then, mH.tr have been his fWcEin^s in llkifl 
first hour of his misery ? 

--- u "Sow Ibr thflupbl 

iMh d 1 liMt liiutfifiiaa ind Luti 11 £ jinm 

lVirm*fi(j hinL “ p —t 

lUfflnE in ail the schemes uf hi* mishitum; disgraced 
before his rivals ; abandoned by the worlds and furaiken 
Ijy M* r-uya] rcL^.hl4_-r j — Id* heart was nut yet suflkienLEy 
chastened by affliction Eo iwk Tor consolation in its only 
true wurCc-— religion ; but Still dung with the despair 
of a lover to the hope of the royal tmffiy. ffli letter 1* 
Gardiner whom he had she merit of bringing forward 
from obscurity. and who. excepting hi* orher Kcrefiryv 
CrdEkkW'elJ, of all his foQowen, alone retained grateful 
respect for their benefactor in Lb Mien fortune be¬ 
speak the ficony of his fedingt* They are usually sub¬ 
scribed “ VVith a rude hand and surroviful hiltt, T- 
Cud^ 1 *. Elwr pnr«rHinHjpand are scarcely legible, 
from the excitement under which they Mem to have been 
written. 

But the cup was not yet Alkd to she hrim: other 
crosses and sorrows were necessary to wewi Wohey from 
worldly ambition, and these were speedily Inflated on 
him. An information was filed against him by the 
oitoniay-gcticrA^ fur having, contrary to a statute of 
Richard JL, called the Statute of Provisoi*, caerdied 
legatino authority in England, and having procured bulk 
from Routt in that capacity. Woiaey conflewed the in- 
dictmtttt ; but pleaded usage amt Ignorance of the sta¬ 
tute, und threw himself on tike king’s mercy* Nothing 
could lie tnoiu unjust and tyrannical than tike prosecu¬ 
tion of wlut Henry tiad himself all along openly sane- 
turned. The clergy at large were implicated in the 
information, and were compelled to purchase an in* 
du unity wish sums of money. Sentence was it once 
pronounced against die cardinal: he woa declared eo 
have meurrod the pcHttltie-K of a prerwHitire; that b, 
il that he was out of the king's protection, \m lands and 
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good* forfeited, and that hi* person might be cornTWLi ttcd 
to Em.tDdj + " 1 

This harsh treatment produced its usual effect* on die 
public mind; the -sight of fiUcEi which, for 

more than that of fallen virtue, wini the sympathy of 
the multitude, converted the resentment and envy^of the 
people into compassion, and even bitufliiuu of feeling- 
TIlC Sentence, however, was nut persisted in. lie my 
granted hh prostrate ei-mini»ter a free pinion, am I re„ 
instated him in tho stx* of Turk ami Winchester, A 
wreck (to the value of 6574/.) of his mimenra property 
was restored tu hlitt *oon after. 

This brief kindness of die Ling was but the list 
flickering of his better feeling* towards the cardinal. He 
had a]ready promised Aon t ttolcvn that he would never 
see hirn more, and Hoiacj knew too wdl that his- ad, 
drew in personal Kmfercnce if as ihe only chance be had 
of regaining his uttuler'i favour. Henry found that 
he could do Willi out him, both aa a com panion and 
14 a mi 11 Later; and, with the capricious selfishness of 
his temper, ** whistledhim down the wind* far ever^ 
Immediately before he yh forgiven the pemtltira of the 
■ fc phL'tiEEiEfir^ he hail ordered him to be indicted in the 
BUr-chamlxTj,—a court which he himself had restored *, 
Os acuHion the nubility.,—-for high EieaMJlk. By that 
court he was Immled over to the vengeance of parlia¬ 
ment, and there formally utuinted of high ire .a nm, m a 
hill containing forty-four articles of impeachment. His 
grosa arbitrary outrages upon the constitution were 


■ + S 1T TVttthh Wffitih "nil h-li CiyjrnTMrtWrjiTta of EJtyl-uul^ wefrtitj *f 
uodrf l^vkril Vf, jM blreteth, kifiPtfm* ta> IksE the AHtl of vGar. 
ebMrtwt ■‘ton* KLi-ifiTviicm-iiwi mnI AWfcMUy 4i iWf Tim* ihu Gctffm) 
Wakw HMtiUltaellw U * Jiu ,4 *«5nr v M thooflii totlmr* Am 

Iwciuh Out M- H *fi^ lur ka Wm l n mi bVh4^i|rn^ 
nr time, wmmbd Ihr heUmwICt td it, I“fci# hu-meuw,'" Jh> fantiuu**, 
f M rruriTLhhj,, rk-muij Ito r^-Tc-n (tic- lncolfarf ef itit diJbkTDjrn And 
i 1 ■■■ - |i’ :ndi Uif ri:<rEh ;nrl* vt who, IvLiif for O' inn Ihi kisiir 

iiwi thf raf jiheiw, h»dr rimntt h* st ww. *p inOLiLir’, WJ , r -r5infi J 
(|-L-RS«iTM. feJbJ TD-uSi" I !ii-:r futCT ll’riilr law, bilUtlB| tlWtPMfrfl, B||t) <}tnr 

ind fcrtTba- iju till rrivgfic injury urn 1 j£*iJui iiimttw. -» ther 

|hM, H f 

»n tli# numdurtijft VnJumt of 
1 Hutorr flf tht BflttA t ni|nii? p ubj tfcr &M Tplnblc rf IUJLidi^ 
Cmti tubmaJ H tWdTT of >Ji*Ujii 
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wiifiLly overlooked in tliis attainder a w for these Wftt not 
the offbnt£* o parliament of Henry dared to punish, or 
that would incur Ids resentment j am! the riiaiges ato 
chiefly agaiuat the abu**a of hi* kgatiiie authority, anrl 
his haughty deportment in she council, He was charged 
with having been the first to revive leiten from itu- 
IpngB minister* abroad (a curinifft chirp: against a prime 
rmnfctcr *.); with having nvmd himself along wish the 
kUig, AS if he had been his fellow (the rgy rf rrx mrrJjf 
charge, which only betraya its frameri* ignorance of the 
Latin idiom) ; with having whltpmd iu die kings cir* 
whilst he Laboured under a particular iliicaso ; with con- 
Gitmihg too much time frith a fair irde in the council: 
with allowing no opposition, anti overwhelming ii with 
" bti accttimraitie words/ 1 so that the members were 
belter hold their peace dish speak; with having greatly 
overshadowed, for a long seaBot^ the king's honour; 
*iud with many other offences equally indicative »f Ills 
malevolence* and of the ifljjBcaioa which 
Ida pridfl and haughtiness had made on his contempo¬ 
raries- The hill dew through she lords, by whom the 
card][til was luted to a man ; and w sis thrown out of 
the common^ ah Lbr reader of history if aware, through 
the u h d T eloquence, and honourable ciertiont of Crons- 
well, Et was After the failure of this parliamentary iln* 
peachmetit that he was prwecatedj as we have unrated, 
under the Statute of rrovia&ffl. 

One bonombl# trait in die character of WbWy, 
which should have Honed for much of lain Buffering 
ye&, brought Into relief by the privations which he new 
endured it Esher— Ids affability anti kindles* to hi* 
KrvtniA and follower^ Unable lo pAy them the usual 
Ftipendj he beggirri of them to provide themselvea with a 
new muter dll fortune nhould lure proved more auspi¬ 
cious. With tears most of them refusal lo leave *' 
kind 4 master" in bis adversity* In this emflgtmry, 
Cromwell suggested an iis|h!illent T of which he set the 
first example,' He proposed a subscription among the 
chaplains mul others whom the cardinal had provided 
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wiili Jiving A common fund was immediately eub- 
icribed, which enabled him to pay ofl h moat of the am-ara 
of hif domestW wag**. This incident spcaka volume* 
In favour of CromwdTi limit, and of his hetn-faefors 
natural disposition* 

The health of WqIkj at length began to rink under 
his aiiJLLctita anil privation*. and (he king wag informed 
of hi* eontHtium Henry immediately iwmi h'in own 
physician to attend upon him. It Was socpn de*r to 
l»f. flutlp (the pbysi cion Vt name) that u nl«s he could 
,F nuoktet to a mind dkttscd, lii* sfctO would be 
fruitli^ ; mul he Accordingly informal the king (hit the 
vumhiK of (he royal countenance would tend more to 
rtsture the patient than nfl the drug* in hi* lEoinjni^j, 

11 * How doth y muter man P have you seen him >* — 
4 Va, **f/ quoth he.— How ifo you like him. 
qnuih ihc king* 1 Forsooth, rir/ quoth he 3 ‘ if you 
wjtJ Slave him ih-sd, I warrant your grace ho will be 
deaii Within these four day*, if he receive no mm fort 
fmi]i you shortly, and miatreta Anne/— f Mury/ quoth 
the king, f God forbid that he n-hnuM die, I pray' y TOj 
RK«1 muter Eluitro, go again unto him, and do your 
rare upon him ; fur J would tint Itm- him for twenty 
thousand pounds/—' Then most your grace/ quoth 
master Butte*, 4 wm\ him flat *mc comfortihlr mca- 
rage, m shortly a* k possible/— 1 Even §o will I,‘ 
quotlL the Ling, ‘by you. And therefor make tpml 
to him ipin, ami ye shall ilctiyer him from me this 
riug fur a tokm of our j*oed will and favour tovranli 
him (in the which ring was engraved the king i visage 
Within a raby B as Lively counterfeit m nt prujibk to 
b* detked.) This ring he knoweth very weD ; for he 
gave me the same; and tell him, that 1 Wu not ftfTmdtd 
Watli him in my bwE nothing at all, arul [hat ifrjfl he 
perLcive, ami God semi him lift, ten shortly, Thm- 
fere bid him \m of good cheer, ami pluck up bis heart, 
anil take nn despair. And J eharge you »me not from 
hmi r until yc have brought him am of all danger of 
death/ And then spake he io mkire&a Anne, 5JV itig 
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f Good jiWcv tin-art r I pray you Jit this my instance, ** 
ye love ua, io send ihe cardinal s token with comfortable 
mmls i and in so doing ye h] inil do Di a loving pleasure." 
She being not minded to d^lwy the Lings rumen 
request* whatsoever she intended In her heart 
die tardmil; took incoming her tablet of gold hang¬ 
ing at her girdle* and ddiTmd it to muter BuUra, 

with very gentle and eoiafortqhie words ami rouimrud 
allons to the cardinal. And thuH muster It tit tea de- 
pirledj anti made speedy return to Asher, to my ford 
cardinal; after whom lbe king sent doctor Clement, 
doctor Wot ton, and doctor Cramer the Scut, to consult 
and assist master Rutted for my ford* health."' 

The influence of these cheering message* hm\ very 
soon a salutary effect on the cardinals imliupn&itjoH. 
lit; was also allownJ > for change of scase, to reside in 
the palace of Richmond, winch the Li in * gave hjm > in 
return fur bis magriitinnt present of Hampton Court, 
-hi i'I some i>f his furniture .mil other property irmt re¬ 
lumed hj him* This wo* the laH gfoom of Henry i 
kindness for his fa you rile. 

Ilia enemies however, were apprehentire of ihe pos¬ 
sible runsti^iwnccfi of his proximity to the royal residence, 
and thfiefort 1 uhlajnrd Dll onkr for hint to repair to Inn 
j-ee of Vurt* which In? had narer oner v id ted rinee Lis 
consecration- The cardintd* accordingly, by stow jour¬ 
neys, proceeded lo his afth bishopric, iud Sojourned at 
Sdathweh, near Newark, white Ciwood cast!*, the arch fo- 
plscopol palace. Was Undergoing repair. For the first 
dine in hi* life, H'oliey now conducted Id met If in a 
manner worthy of a Christian clergyman, anil gave lo 
church dignitaries w a right pood example how they 
might win men's brari*/' £!einterested himself deeply 
iu die concerns of the poor* reconciled their dimeufiouf, 
ami healed (heir iwentmerits; ami Enforced the preaching 
of tennons adapted in their tone iu their wonts *nd 
feelings. To the gentry lie w as courteous sod hoipiialfle; 
in the lower classes kind Afld dwffahle; and, as 9 just 
cm 3 septic nee, r«|^d the invariaitlc reward of such con- 
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duel, in the l^e and gratitude of (lie one„ am! the utre 
feisnwl respect ami esteem of ihcother. This poputarity 
Lasteneil, if il did noi occmimi, hi* firm] min, 

The cardinal vra* preparing for his in»lallatiofi on ihc 
mo rrow, About mob, Jtiat afar he bad iiiniKlf dined, 
a tumult was hoard m the MS of Ciwood eftttk. Ho 
was informed hy a domratk, that die hall tu filkd by 
tlic urmed retainers of the earl of KarthttinberiiSKl* Ids 
farmer pupil r and af sir Waller Wilifac, one of the 
gentlemen of the kings privy chamber, and that the iu- 
rnuli WM occasioned hy his porter's refusing to give up 
tu the carl the hoys of the castle, which he demanded in 
die kings name- The cardinal affected to Consider the 
risil as one of hospitality, and meeting his supposed 
£U£iti oil the great staire. dlidetf them for taking him 
by surprise. The table waa ordered to be replenished 
with *uch provisions as die ca*tle afforded. I 1 he earl, 
confounded, tod perhaps awed by Ills former habits of 
reverence™ at length made himself up ic *ay, in a faint 
and tumbling voice, fl My ford, I anas! you of high 
treason." The cruelly of this last attack was too much 
for the shattered frame of the cardinal — U killed him, 
Thr narrative of Crrmdkb, *ho stayed with Ids 
master till hia Last momenta* from this point to the con- 
elusion, is full of deep moral pailio*. Before WoEscy 
act out for his trial, he was kept in dw confinement in 
fait am made ; and Cavendish atone in admitted io 
hold communication * ilh him. The cardinal, on seeing 
(kiin g fell into a pasiion of rears, which, sap ho. “ ^ould 
ITjve caused the ftiflti&sl heart lo have rdcntcd and 
burst for narrow." His pragma to Doncaster W 
let-UTi-inny to the escelletice of his bncf arehicpi&copui 
aihniniilfition i hti domestic^ and the poor along tlm 
road* shed lean os be approached; and on their kne^s 
invoked blessings on Id* head* aid vengeance on hia 
enemies- He was so weak anti spirit-broken, that he 
was obliged to rest eighteen days at bhcffield-park, where 
he vu meat humanely treated hy it* owner* the earl of 
Shrewsbury, He vra* there jnFonncd ihal sir William 


ITAlLll-lS AL, WOiyuSTK 


177 

Kington, the -doiasriiblc^ of the Tower, was earning lo 
conduct him to London. Oh heaping iho \miw, or 
,B Kingston " Wokuy was overcome hy grief and constcr* 
nation ; for hi* mind, weakened by disease am! calamity, 
and imbued with a portion of the hu perititjcru* spirit of 
the instantly saw in die name the fulfilment of a 
prophecy* that ho should ami his days near lj Kingston f rt 
on which Account he nevi it would pass through dir town 
of Kingston, thut lay between London md his residence 
at Either. 

The remainder of HE* suny is quickly tuld, By great 
cute lie vaa brought to the abbey of Ldc^r^ which ho 
entered hv torch-light, oljfk'rvingj with a true present!* 
mefit* to the abbot and monka, who memd him with 
great reverent^ 4i Father abbot* I am come hither le 
lay my bone# among you. iJ He vy immediately placed 
in bed, whence he never rose. 11 is death wm oipeetcd 
tliat night ; but he rallied in the morning, and foretold* 
with the prophetic aceuu) of the dying, that he ihodd 
expire at eight [/clock that evening* 

ei Upon Monday in the morning as 1 stood hy his 
bedside, about eight of the doc k f the windows bring 
close shut, having wax lights burning upon the cup- 
board, I beheld hlm ? as me seemed, dr A wing fast To his 
end. He perceiving my iluutow upon die wall by his 
hed-dde, asked who wan there ? r Sir* l am hero/ 
quoth L — 4 How do you ?' quolh he to me. — * Very 
well, nr/ quoth I, f if I might see your grace well/ — 

1 H J haE is it of the doc k ? p said he to ud^—* Forsooth., 
sir/ said I „ 41 it U past eight nf the clock in die morn- 
ajipr-' — ■ Eight nf the clock?" quoth hp* * thtt cannot 
be ; * rehearsing divers limes* * eight of the clocks eight 
of the clock; nay* imy cjuotli he at the list, 1 it cannot 
be eight of die dock: for by eight of die dock ye shall 
lose your master: for my time dnweth near thit l 
must depart out of this world/ With that mister 
doctor I'almcs, a worshipful gentleman, being his chap- 
lain and ghostly father* sundhag by, bade me iccredy 
demand-of him if he would be shriven, and to be in i 
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readiness toward* God, whatsoever ahoidd timnre, At 
whose desire f Baked him t hat question. ‘ Wliai have 
you to iki to a>k cue any nidi question r' quoth he, ami 
began to be very angry with me for my presumption j 
unlit at the lo^t manner iloctor took any part, mid tailed 
with him in Latin, and id pacified him," 

Kington entered, and bide him good morning. " l 
lurry, master Kingston, but lilt will und pleasure of 
Cod, to render unto him my simple soul into his divine 
hand," After a pause* a nil after having explained the 
fatal nature of hid disease, dysentery* he adilrtased 
himself again to Kingston *-h follow a : — 

* r 4 Master KihgnEjdU „ my disease is such that I cannot 
live; 1 have had souic experience in my disease, and 
thus it is; I have a dux with a corn muni fmr; the 
nature whereof U this, tlut if ihcre In? no alteration with 
me of the same within eight days, then must either 
ensue excoriation of the entmila, or frenay, or else 
present death ; and the beat thereof fi death. And aa 1 
suppose* this ifl the eighth day; and if ye see in me no 
ml tendon* lin’d ia there no remedy (aSdiLjuch i may Ike 
a day or twjiine) but death, which is the beht remedy 
of the tluee.v—■■ Nay, sir, in go«l faith/ quoth master 
Kingston, i you be in such dolor and penaivenesa, 
doubting that thing that indeed yo need nut to fear, which 
msloch pu luurh won* ihan ye should he/ — 'V T d], 
well, master Kings ton/ quoth he,. f l see the matter 
Against me how it in fra m ed ; Lj f if / had *rrrrd i hW <u 
■ <u I fatv* dmf thz kin?., A^ irWd *i»f Lice 
jrtorn tflr OFcr tn gray hi i r*. Howbeits Lhia is die just 
reward that ] must receive for niy worldly diligence and 
pains that I have hail to do him setrioc ; only to satisfy 
his vain pleasure, not regarding my godly duty, MTirre- 
fore I pray you + with all my heart, to have me mast 
humbly commended unto his royal majesty 4 betfcecliing 
him in my behalf to call to hi* mo*l gradous remem¬ 
brance all mailers proceeding between him and me from 

■ THr ff#Arf *111 pcffrU v hnw KJi jVipcsrr Ji« P adfu-mi (ft (br 
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the beginning of the world unto this da f t nnt] ibe pro* 
of the itftEisc: And him chiefly in the weighty 
matter yet depending (meaning the matter newly be¬ 
gin be* wren him and guod queen Katherine); ihen shall 
hi* conscience deelare, whether J hate offended him or 
no. He is sun.* a prince of a royal courage, and hath a 
princely heart; and nther than lie will cither miss nr 
want any part of his will or appetite, lie will put the 
ksa of ou 4 ? half of his realm in danger. For [ Assure 
you 1 hate often kneeled before him in his privy claim- 
her on my knees, the space of an huiir or two, to per- 
snide him from Ilia will and appetite: hut I could never 
bring to ps-s* to dissuade him therefrom. Therefore, 
master Kingston, if It chance hereafter, you to be one 
of hie. privy-coiiudl* a * for your wisdom mrl other 
qualities ye are meet to be r 1 wim you to be well jd vised 
ami assured what milter ye put in his head, for ye 
shall never put it Out again. 

** 1 And say furthermore that I request his gtire, in 
God's name, tliat hr have i vigilant ^ to depress this 
nuw pernicious sect of Lulbe rails., that it do nut increase 
with in IiLh dominion! through ht* negligence, in soda a 
fcunt, .is that he shall be fain at length In put luimei! 
upon hfo hack to subdue them ; mi the king of Bohemia 
who had gtwd game, to set his Hide eumuium (thou 
infected with WlckJiffb’i heresies) to spoil and intinkr 
the 'spiritual men and religious penfWit of Lb realm; die 
which fled lo the king and his nobles lor succour against 
their frantic rage : of whom they could pet no help of 
rfefence or refuge t but (they) laughed them to scorn, 
haring good game a i their spoil and canpaurtption, not 
regarding their duties npr tllclr ow n defence.—r 

4 * 1 Master Kingston, farewell. I can no mett, but 
wish ill things to hire gwd M4ceoss P My time draweth 
on last, I may not tarry with JaU. Ami forget not? I 
pray you* what 1 have said and charged you withal i 
for when S am d^| f ye shall peradventure n>mnuber 
my words much better.' And even with these word* 
he begin to draw his speech at length, and his tongue Co 
» 2 
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fill; hi? eyes being set ih hii head, whose Sljzht failed 
him* Then wc began le |iut him in remembrance of 
('liriflt’i [lii'-iiin ; ami pent for rta* abbot of the pis** to 
mintiJ him, who cum.- with oil spw.il, ami ministered 
uaio him oil iIik terkt to Un-- same flanging; aiiil 

rauMMl jJso the puaril to siaml hy f both to bear him 
ulh before his ilmita, u«l al» l “ wimeta of the same; 
ami inHmdwnt (he dock straik at wliich time 

he pm up the ithwl, ami thus ikpirloil be iliU present 

UfL |ft' expired, a* he had predicted, die dock struck 
eight, on the SSils of November, 1*30, it* the OGih year 

ofhisp^Pv 

Ii i, mi easy, such in the force of the oompasaitm 
that the light of die buffering* of f'dlcn greatness awakes 
in our hoMi m r to regAin the a ilm impiiiriahty which 
the dignity strut use of bkgraphjy and tbe mLertiU of 
of trutli and justice* rapum. Hu 1 o ur ^ ^ r o^^ 
fidja ta rendered the Idu difficult, by having been in a 
preaE deg™ Hnueipatcdfor we liive mduvnured ta 
hold up Vd«y to the luursd gue of the tl i kr km t 
man Mlhli, vain-glorious mein, haughty, aulI itionlin- 
fltdy ambition*; as * statesman, arbitrt*^ aelf-rcnmd, 
■ml anpnncipkd; uudL a* a churchman lAjpnt and 

dilute. It rtBfllnia. dicrefans but to direct die 
reader's attendon to die merits and ]&* unfavourable 
point* of Wolwys chancier, and to those circvmstiuiuM 
which may be dewntd poDiulve of hi* vices md failing 
The elide which WoJsey h*t la view diroupl.uui hi* 
career vtre many of them laudable_ 4tid few of them 
blainaJak : H> diatx if we consider them only without 
tubing the means be employed into account, we idiall 
arrive at the contusion tliai lie is wed cutided to die 
tdmiutiim of posterity. On die Other hind, he was 
ever regTffdless of die means through whew agency he 
■mined, or might attain, the object of hk imhUion i so 
dtat if out t-slinaate of bis claims to our favnnuibk 1 *uf- 
frizes be determined by them ahme, wtihuui luting Jo 
tbe cud he may have had b view* 3iis memory will be 




IS1 


juady rcgsftlfil with detestation, lit the outset of bla 

nTW/ we FU7v him fraudulently apply the funds of lilt 
cell™ to a use different from that fur which they were 
intended i hot then, it might he a»d, his end wn to 
adorn ami dignify that college by ornamenting itn ehipe 
with a tower. He simulated and diB*iirmiaial p and 
fawned himself into power; hut then he wk urged hy 
the infirmity of noble rofnb, ambition, ami would w.eL. 
dial power advantageously for his njunlry. He involve* 
England in mutant war, reganliew of its true inU'ratl^ 
and of the real grandeur of hi« mailer j but men us 
eml was (hr popedom. amh litre the cardinal AmboLsej 
he itamiaded himself that when hr had iwM w 
summit of his ambition, he would promote the welfare 
of his native country., and evihet hi* gmtituik to bin 
sovereign* He uppmeed mud pillaged, the poorer and 
defenceless monk*; hut it waa only to encourage liter¬ 
ature: and cheek immorality. Hr was rapacious hni 
not to hoard; profuse, but only in order that he mig it 
support the dignity becoming U* station Arbitrary 
laws checked the freedom of the lower order* m the 
mo&t ordinary occurrence* of fife ; Imt the end was pu - 
lie order, and their own g«>il- And if be levied heavy 
Inons and bmevdences, and imp«d UXs* without the 
eoautnU of parliament, it was to prevent Iim greml design* 
for the general weal from bring ab a ndMWil before thdr 
beneheiai multi were mode manifest- 

In this spirit have Ins more zealous admirer* emlc^ 
vaured to vbdiaii* his conduct, forgetful that the same 
sort of reasoning would furnish tn apology for the toulret 
Wtiun upon the righta of a free P^P^ tbf c tt "; ^ 
cental in history. The best ;i[*>legy dm ^ q0 fT l 
for the pcnonal vice* of iVdwy was hi* lowly ongMt 
ami defective moral education, and consequent abeeOK 

of true dignity of character. To these may be asm« l1 
hia love of Mtentatioua pomp, and vim! tetitenths m mi 
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prosperity, hU meannc** in the Krone of hi* fortunes, 
and the absence of tike 

““ Hiffh 

and of the 

“ tfrn**«ni*eribl* wsQ 
And rauragt pciftf ft# itibmil. of jtfMp" 

whidi have flung nEnvwhit of the glory of die " Arch¬ 
il rttincd “ over (he fill of the haughty Stratford* 

I he b«t ipcdogy for the arbi mrjnciH of hii povcrn- 
rnent U the ditpotition of his nifwttr, who, relieved by 
hia death from one that “ often kited ed before him for 
three hours topHluT, to fersunk 1 him From his will and 
Appetite, betaine daily matt ferocious, tyrannical, end 
blncnS-lls5r&ty p alFording a striking contrast in foi-our of 
A V olley *i Aicomlcucy anil administration. Had the ear- 
diiiid had the inestimable advantage of a kwt\A moral 
education, «id, aa a consequence, had his ambition been 
dlrecied by a spirit more worthy of the t™ dignity of 
human nature, hi* labours might have conferred iticaJ- 
tulahlo benuhtH on \m country; for ho lived In an ago 
which his enlightened view* for ontiEepptd t and which 
presented an ample and fruitful sod for the employment 
of hb various and splendid Abilities. To him, however, 
KngUnd h indebted for the tim notion of :l vigorous 
— of a simple and regular administration of jus- 
tisae. The superiority of her navy also Ij much in¬ 
debted to hia nag&rity in dinKting the alien lion of 
Henry V J H, lo the Al empire of lh* m ;" and, uelwdlh- 
standi irir hia questionable principles of economy, Ida 
name should li hekj hi respect an one of the earliest 
cultifatori of our commercial pit-cmi tierce. In him 

literature and foamed men over found a petwraa and 
A nmnittOCTi! patron ; and the College nf FJi vsirians tn 
this day liean teutimony to his well-intentioned ted in 
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the unprancment of wciiiciJ science, itnl ihitiugk It of 
the genera) weU-being- 

T& conclude, had the mural man been lesa defective* 
Wolwy might have been regarded a* a benefactor of hii 
eped^ ; aa it ii f recant to Lrtldl compfb ll 4 to say, Id 
the words of hi* biographer — T * Here is the end and fall 
of pride anal if rogancy/' 
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CRANMER. 
l±S£} — 1 555, 

Tiiova* Crakmvs, [111- first archbishop of C&rcierhu.ry 
til sis fL 4 defection from the papal dull:*" was the 
win of a gentleman of ff right ancient family #H in Not¬ 
tinghamshire, and was bom in Aidacton, in that county* 
on the £d of July, 14 S^ + He received Ilia early edit- 
cation at what we in ay call tin? jiramnw-RthM-l of hiss 
mi live Tillage, under a “ rude and severe parish clerk j 
of whom h-c lea-mcd little, and endured much f a eir-* 
cumsunce that may help to explain m us much of the 
dmki dexihility of hb ehamrtcr in aftcr-ltfe. At the 
age of fourteen he was entered of Jem ('allege, Dm- 
bridge, of which lie in time became a fe!Juw + and where 
lie ftmiitiucd for sixteen years, a laborious student in 
the learning uxuiily taught in the unii cruder and in the 
elas«[r and sacred literature, wlndi, by mran&of ihe lately 
invented art of printing, and the zei nf KrwjTjtu> wem 
jw&t then making their way into our schools arid colleges. 
r J hough hr had devoted three yean* of this course of read¬ 
ing to the study of the Scriptures, it should that lie 
wit;, noEorigiually intended fertile church; for he h said 
tn have excelled In the inure profane accomplishments 
of a gentleman of that age, such an hunting and hawk¬ 
ing; and he forfeited his fellowship by marrying shortly 
after he had taken his degree of master of arm. The 
Reformation hail not yet received such counlwuince in 
England■— where She celibacy of the clergy was, long 
after ili adoption, mure or U** strictly insisted upon — 
4 a in admit of the marriage of an ecclesiastic; nor did 
Cramuer jkO^ss the boldness of temper necessary ^ 
htin who H uiiaupportal hy wealth nr family inrturiiec, 
would toko the lead in setting established tubi and 
usage* at defiant*. The death of lib wife, however, 

!£mT ' rf T Ct ™«, WS W dUffir fmtttd bl 
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within a year after hi* muri^, enabled him to resume 
hiR fellowship ’ he having, in the interim, filled die 
common leeture*hip of Magdalen, ihen Buckingham* 
college, — an office flOt incompatible with the hi ate uf 
wedlock. From ihln period he appeare to have directed 
his view! lawanh the ehureh as a profession, encouraged, 
no doubt, hy his deservedly high uiij verity reputation. 
In 1^3 he reccivct] the decree of iloctor in divinity; 
amt soon after wa§ appointed to the theological lec¬ 
tureship of bis own callt-ge, and examiner of candidates 
for holy ordeffl. The {tentic affability of his manners* 
his moderation anti dink tiEcresteiinesG^ and the extern of 
hi* erudition* marie Crtnmer to- be universall. v esteemed 
by all whom his new offices brought him in Gontuci 
with ; and he probably anight have sj^nt ihe remainder 
of his like in die privacy of lit- college — more congenial 
with hit own retiring and Btmlkro* disposition than die 
buidc and excitement of those mo men ton* events which 
have made him a subject of hirtory—but for one of 
diose accidents which occur in the carter of mry nun 
who rises eminently above bis fellows. 

In 1529 the ** sweating sickoQi M having broken out 
in Cambridge, Cranmcr retired to YValihmai Abbey in 
Euex. i*> the house of a Mr. Cra»y, wbwe sons were 
liis pupils it die university, it happened that the king, 
Henry Y[JI ri —then returning from a progress which 
lie bad made accompanied by Anne Boleyn, soon after 
the deljounimen t of die legating coin mission on dke 
matter of die divorce to Koine* — at this lime spent a 
night at Waltham. I) is suite, as usual, was hi lifted in 
die different houses in the neighbourhood by dm nu- 
totnary authorities j bio secretary, Gardiner* and hia 
almoner. Fox* iwing allotted to .Mr. Qmaj'i rcsfcieuce, 
where they met Cratikner at mapper. The CWn vena tied 
turned upon the then absorbing topic of public con- 
Toutittti the king's divorce, ami C runner was pressed 
for his opinion. He replied, that it appeared to him 
the better and speedier mode* both to appease the Ling's 
cou&dexice and to compel the pope into acquiescence. 
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woiifct bo 145 take die opinion of she learned of Europe 
WI the main qu pa tion— J ' Wheihur * man may marry 
tia brother 1 ! wife of ho? 11 by the andiorlty of the 
Scriptures and the canon liv. If [he divines of the 
ie^L’id unfreraticu throughout <' hrlhierutom approved 
of the king's marriage with Cftthajiueji hk remorse* 
would of course «aser if, on the other hand, they 
iriewed the matter in the same light with Henry* and 
declared the marriage null and void, the pop?'would 
find it difficult to refuse tlie solicitation of so gmt a 
monarch, and must needs give judgment in his favour, 
Henry waj delighted with the proposal on its being 
neat day communicated to bins* and Kent eagerly for 
Cranmer to come to court, dlMcriing, in his \ihual course 
.lppodiL-nwa of eipressdmq t fi The mail has got the sow 
by the right e*r + * This favourable impmsion was 
e»n tirmftl by the proofs of good sen bo tmdl learning 
which Cranmer gave in hli tonTerence with the king 
on the feasibility of the ptaii which hr had proposed 
zt Uilthiuiir He wm comnun^l to put Ids urgu* 
tnenti in favour of ihe divorce in writing; appointed 
<mc of the royal chaplains; and placed in the family 
of Thomas earl of Wiltshire, father of (hu ill-fateil 
Ann? Boleyn. He was now ronridmd a c * rising 
diurchman/' ind as (he probable successor tv the 
influence and grandeur of Wolsey, then in dm firm 
tfaga of hj» fill. 

Having finished his treatise on the divorce* which 
is mainly directed against the popes power of granting 
A dispensation for ibe marriage of Henry with hia 
brother's willow, Creamer was employed by die king 
aa die most fitting instrument to curry his own scheme 
into iITccl The opinion of the learned on die main 
Ifurstion of the divorce which he had recommended 
was ordered to bo taken under his own impectiun. He 
begin bis minion at liii own university, hot met wish 
indifferent hiccw, chiefly , according to Buroet, because 
bia Lutheran bias was there bat known i Pl beside* 
tbn, Anne Bdeyn had. In tire rfuchm* of Atai^on s 
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court (who fM0Md to die refomiisiem), leaded such 
iropresMum as made them fear that her gmtDtv* run] 
Cnuitrur * pncfeinunt would encourage hereby, to which 
die universities Were furiously ;H'cnc; and therefore 
they did resist all conclusion* that might promote the 
divorce/' He, however, met wiih better success in his 
consultation with the divines of France ± July, and 
Germany, & majority of whom, fay the force of bis 
argument* and of those of the other ogenm in the cra¬ 
bby, wd not improbably by bribes and promises when 
fair means would riot avail, waa induced to give an 
opinion favourable to die 3dng i wishes. 

Armed tlni* with die authority of die most karri cd 
men of the age, Ht-nry sought die papal unction for hi* 
intended lEjvluo:, The earl of Wiltshire, at tended by 
C ran cult and a council of divine*, was deputed to lay 
Itt-forc die ** Holy Father" the opinitm of die chief 
muvemdes of Europe in his master 1 ! favour, and to 
present to biiu a letter from the principal English 
nobility, recommending their sovereign's f^m^f to hs 
friendly decision* and threatening him with the W 
of the allegiance of England to the mx of Home in the 
eiftnt of bis refusal. At the same time Crimnrr bad 
bis treatise against the validity of the ratniipp with 
Catharine prevented to die pontiff *m| offered to main* 
tain its tenets, by fair argument, openly before the papal 
council against ail comer*; a proof of his zeal and bold* 
ness, to which bu was mainly indebted fur bis promotion 
soon afterward* to the see of Canterbury. 

Nothing could be more inopportune* both a* to time 
and place, to dement than this embassy. He hail just 
been with the emperor at Hclognu, successfully treating 
b>r tbe restoration of there possessions^ pan of the 
patrimony of St. Peters which bad been held by the 
imperial troopi «n« the memorable sac k of Rome. 
Fear U wdl aa |v*]Lcy forbade fail cJtdling the anger of 
(.harlea, whose pride made him indignantly hostile to 
the intended outrage upon the hurumr of his family. 
On 1be ether hand, he was well disposed towards 
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Htiifj; and but for liii terror of the emperors arms,, 
would pj;ljuity bate nrleKput! any expedient that might 
fekm both from their anxiety and emharratfinente. 
As it wm, he received tPui ambassadors most graciously, 
and' promised to ,'ict m favourably in their masters 
alFair u hi* conscience would permit. ( ranmer he 
totikplirneuteiE hy appoiciui^ him his fH'niterithrv for 
England and Ireland. The amb&audore next prootdjMl 
to explain tfurir busing personally to the emperor, but 
Werp trill more unsuccessful, Charles atiper burst 
forth he the sight of the father of her whom he cort. 
eoirei] to tie the imindliAie cause of bis aunt's intended 
defttadaiiurn To Crantner alone would lie pay the leant 
attention k haughtily imposing sileiire nn the carl of 
^Vjiluliiru. 1,1 Step, iir a " said he ; ** allow your rot- 
leapUM tn apeakyou are a party in thu cause/ 1 
Through bis threats and influence* Clemtut soon after 
issued an inhibitory brief on the whole proceedings; die 
proximate OCtasiun, as the reader is of tile over- 

thrmv of die papal supremacy in England, 

Cranmer did not return to England with Lhc earl of 
Wiltshire, but proceeded to tjerinany T where he resided 
for nearly two yeans, endeavouring to convince the Lu- 
tlitnin di Tinea oF die nullity of the Jdng' marriage with 
Ids hroiliETs widow ; and ctmducEing embaisieii with die 
elector of Saxony ami Other protestant princes Bill 
he teems to have made but a slight impression on those 
thwlopant j chiefly, it Jh said, because they had strong 
doubts of the purity uf Henryk motives, and of the 
siinferity of hu nJhjzed scrupl-M. They, however. Were 
more successful in imbuing him with their prindpW of 
frligimi p and in preparing him for the sacred office of 
heul of the protestant church of England. Though a 
upart of t he flame which Luther and the oilier reform- 
ere had kindled in S^xuny and Switzerland had reached 
hitn in bis cloister at Cambridge prompting him to 
maie the Holy Volume the standard anti the source, the 
bepnniup: and the rmf, of Mr faith; it was to his con¬ 
ferences at this tiine with the Herman Jivijms, parti ru- 
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larly Ofii Wider anrL Bucer, ill* t he was indebted (nut at 
CDM, but by degree*,) fox a rule of belief, scriptural in 
ifxi hiRiis, and unalloyed by papal superstition. 

The reputatifin of I'ranmcr would hare Wli more 
pure uuil unquestioned, hid the first decided proof of 
Ma conviction of the scriptural validity of tbe religious 
wul practices of the reformer* beef] one ]cm in¬ 
volving his perMlia! gratification, As a catholic clergy¬ 
man*—he was archdeacon of Taunton*—» he was bound 
by a vow of celibacy; and though the study of the 
go&pcl soon laught llim that this irbLigatiow wras un- 
WurranU.il, AS being onBcripturfl] p he should not have 
violated it without an explicit mtorattni’ni of nil al¬ 
legiance to the ewe of Home. But the permission to 
marry m to have been the great lure co many of the 
clergy at this time to adopt the principles of the re for in* 
alien, and Id have brtJl eagerly irabraepcl by (hem as a. 
compensation for the loss of their extravagant wealth 
ami privileges, trimmer married si kin sworn m of his 
friend O^iandcr; an act of rebellion lo [he papal juris¬ 
diction, which, being una vowed > exposed him in the 
sequel to many unworthy shifts and equivocation* The 
fir&t of three was consequent upon his consecration as 
archbishop of Canterbury, 

While Creamer was advocating the kings divorce 
to the German divine** ami Kiting himself to be the 
guardian of the reformation in his native country, it wu 
iioUHl-iL to him that the judgment or the partiality nf his 
peovcrcign bad appointed him to the Tnetropltwii see of 
England, then vacant by the death of irehHiliop \l"rtr- 
bam. Many circumstances united in recommending him. 
thus signally to the favour of Henry; none, perhaps, more 
itiKuintlally than his kcuJ and buldik'^ in maintaining 
tlit royal cause at Rm uc and in the continental univtr- 
sitii^. .icu! the friendship of Anne Boluyti and her family. 
The first announcement, howwr, of bis new dignity 
ftlaimcd more [ban it gratified him. By his nmrra’oge 
he had, to all intents ami purposes, rebelled against the 
pope's authority; and yet* re the king had not yet de- 


KiMTTFJI PTAT£aWl*Na 


igo 

on scaring fur ever the English curmertfon 
wIeJl Komi?, u fljrhht^hflp of Cinterhiury^ lit ibmH 
wliciE the usuil buJU of niHEK.TTA!iot^ util uJoe ihc usual 
oaeIi of canonical obolicnfe to due chair of Ptief; 
acifi r moreover, implying on Dbumute of hi* vow of 
wLibaey. Hl? hwiiAKil: he perha^Ks resolved tijwn cJl^- 
diliing ihc proffered honour, 

l lit RTPflJ s 

2E“ *“* imbtfirm ; rmt unEl-jr^Ji 

Thr iUavu. itnaiM attend | t Wferf b P WMJ ( a ffcftb 

TM wonilrt ha Wd*," 

He knew [ 1 l.il to afincmnee Iha irmni^c to Henry would 
Ih' to his election; for tJijit mofiarch i-ontiEdetl 
till bis hit breath m enforce the 13Wrvance of Serial 
cxlihocy With the quakes rnd kilter. Do the other hand, 
rebel m Ik- whs in heart and d«d to the wauW au- 
thumy of die bishop Of Koine, how mM he reconcile 
it to his cotificicnte to tweij cAEiumoul obctlLcTice to [.hat 
Authority, and thereby proclaim either thu nullity of hi. 
Erwirnof die violation of bit vow? Iu this ditaniTEia 
hf had recourse [f) an artifice, wfiidi. « huhop Barnet 
justly oimjfluj " iijHoi I letter Tvii.li dir maxims of 
cojiiMiiij.H atlil casuists I him with CaiUB/t ainccrity 
will integrity;" tamely, i protest mailt: in the Chapter 
IJouw of St, Stephen, before four “ authentic ptmma, 
et lr*libn*fit(e tlijptit," before cuusocration, — in tile ub- 
***** fltl| 3 wiilujut th« kuiMt|«|gi' of the party tnost intc* 
lint ho did not intern! r by his oath to the pope, 
" to fMrain himself ffoin any tiling to wliici he WIB 
Will by hi, duty lo God nr die king, or from tub tug any 
jmrt m any reformation of ihc Englkh church which he 
mJBhi judge to he required." Having, in an inner apart, 
SJCM, tnade this protestation, lie m publicly consecrated, 
tO0k , t of *““»««• Wlkdre, anil received die 

P*l«l pallium. The title ofarchbWp of Canterbury was 
chanp.1, ificr Iknry hul assumed it. himself the «cJ» 

- u “' «* 

It ii not necessary to dweU upon the moral character 
cf this tr^acW If .ud, a ptot«, be my^ ^ 
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out validity, oaths cease to bind, and iruiiL and sincerity 
in E-br artSilri of life are no longer attainable. Ji cjunot 
be alleged, in palliation nf thh firm deviation from the 
mrict padl of rectitude, that it WAS tike mutiraidahE? 
result of rirrumHtanCct; lor Cmtfntt wm not. and! 
could not* bo farced into the arebiej a iseopfal rlutir; and 
therefore voluntarily Ott tailed upon h i mself aII the moral 
GDiisrayucfieca of hi* election. The truth la, vrani of 
fLrmtteu was the H vkfou* mole** in Crumura dia¬ 
meter. He wus from nature virtuously inclined and 
cut did; but he would be great, and eutdd not resit 
tin- opportunity, Such conduct produced it* inevitable 
rc^ufl*: it destroyed that COUisdoUMLetei of indexible 
dignity of purpose which is at once the offspring and 
the ^rcpinril of moral integrity. CnUitiLcr fik that he 
Could nai stand erect in the iodepsudmcB of an uneorn- 
proiiiimog spirit before his sqTerctjpit, wad was thereby 
reduced into an unworthy compliance with all the 
caprices and vicious mandates of that sovereign's wifi. 
Hence the equivocations and shifty and even perse¬ 
cution.^ in which he was made mo.it unwillingly inatm- 
mental during the r wnaimlw of Henry's reign* Aud 
thus— 

u J'hp ilrmp nf '.'iw Atf/ri — 

BrlJlf Siinr. w fcrtiae'i *tai — 

ih' nrt h™ cl« .1* u l lliEt “ Fteuci 1 . 

A* bvlttllt *i pus M.y uoderpii 

Hu3L \h, Ibv acfim»i1 fflunrf , tike ennu^kn 

From Etui ptfUfulif T*uH.** 

Usury lmE + at the instigation of CremweLIj, on the 
failure of his hopes of obtaining the papal sanction fur 
hia divorce renounced all allegiance to the Bee of Rome* 
a tii I cuottituted himself supreme head of Lhe church 
of England. It waR T tlicrefore, truly gratifying to him 
to jKrafce^A a primate so much after his own heart —m 
far ns renouncing die pontifical authority was con¬ 
cerned—aa Cnuimer. He now revived to malm the 
new archbishop > in virtue of hi* ccckf^tial office, pro¬ 
nounce the marriage of Catharine null, and that which 
b>: had lately concluded in private with Anne Bdrjn 
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valid; and the Issue of the former illegitimate, and that 
of the latter, as a matter of courses to be lawful! y begotten 
in wedlock, A convocation was then titling upon the 
two main question* involved in tilt intended divorce. 
Brunner took hi* seat as bead of the eccieslifitical body 
in anti demanded the votes. The result wiia 

favourable to the king by large majorities?. Tin- arch- 
tnihop then craved the royal pcrmisaicHi to examine and 
dut 1 tin] ii r the great cause of the divorce; stating that 
bis conscience impelled him to die step, to avoid the 
evil* of fi actndakift* marringej and of a ffiflinjiwfltly 
doubtful succcsaioti.. Henry, with farcical solemnity, 
made a virtue of acewiing to the rentiert: at the nine 
time remi mling die primate that he was nothing more 
thin the principal minister bclungdng to xht spiritual 
jiiriedicufflii of the crown, and that the sovertip had no 
superior on earth, niul WAS not subject to the Laws of 
any earthly mature- Tb* subsequent proceeding*, an 
narrated by OUT historian*. we Well known. \\*t shall* 
therefore, merely quote Ctarnnert own account of them, 
in a letter (published hy Mr, Ellis in the first series of 
hh hinturicid coll Lotion), to the English ambassador at 
the court of Charles, which, besides being less known to 
the general reader, contains oilier iterating particulars* 
After some prefatory complimentary remark*, he 
goes on: —Ami fjraie a* towch yng the small deter- 
mynneion and cmidudyng of the matter of devorea be- 
Iwoh my Inly Kileitn and die kyngs grace, why the 
■aid matter after the cun vocation in that behalf hadde 
dclcrmyned, and aggreed accord yng tn th^ former oon- 
sent of the vnivorKitii^,, yt wa* thought convenient hy 
the kyng and \m lemyd counoeU that I shtnahk- rejmyre 
unto Dunstable, why die ys within iiij myles rn to Amp¬ 
le 11,, where the aid lady Kaleren kcpctli her kiw r 
and there to call her before me, to here the fyrudl sen- 
ieuct' in thin *a\*\ mateir. Notwithstanding she would hue 
atl all obey thereunto, fur whin die Wfta by iluctnur Lee 
cited to appear by a dayc, ah* utterly refused the same, 
nyinge that inaasiuudio m her cause was before the 
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pope she would hivo none other judge - mi il therefore 
would not take me for her Judge. Neicrddeii dm 
vitith day? of Mayc, According to the said appointment, 
J mhw mto PbnfEtblcj nay lorde of Lvncolno bey Log 
-fi.r i*cis[ xl r 1" l‘ vnio me, and nay hmte of V^yncdufterj &e* 
with diueree other Lemyd in the Is we btying counc tllours 
in die Live far thr kings part*; and sue these at our 
cwnmrng kepi 1 courts for the apprrance of the said 
lady KaLctoii. when Won.- eXAinyned oltEovii witnE* 
whyche Entitled that *hc was lawfully died end called 
to ip pc re? whomc for fawle of apjXTiiEiet! Was (Ireland 
cuutumax : piraedyng in like said cause apuynite her tji 
jKftrtfiu m t oj the protesse of the lawe (here¬ 

unto belonged!; wbytbe coutyncwcil iv daye* after our 
giunmyng thither. Ami the morrow after Attention 
dafe 1 gave fin ell m&icuctj therein* ho we that it was itu 
dhpcfisuhlf fur 1 he f*ope to lycen&e any such maneges” 
The archbishop nest proceeds to give an account of 
queen Antic « coronation h but at too put length for our 
paps. respect to liu having been present it her 

marriage, which Mr, Hum?, 01s the authority of Inn I 
Herbert, erroneously aswm T be stays, " Hut nowt% sir, 
you, may tint! ymagyn that thin eoronaeion was before 
her manege; for she was marred mudie about Saints 
J\n.i]f\s ilayo !ast r as ilic etmdicion thereof dulhewell ap* 
pens by reason she ya nowe sumwlmt bygg with divide. 
Notwithstanding yt hath by it reported ihonmytea greate 
parte of the real me that I maried her ; whyche was 
pUvnlv fitbe T fur I myself knew? not thereof a forte* 
nyght after yt was donne + ” 

The remainder of thin inter U rurioiw, as showing 
the pool indifference with which a coTittitutianaily 
humane mag of the Kith century consigns to the stake 
his fdJow-eramre? for doctrines which, it is to bq 
hoped fur tile tumour of human nature , be I hen did not 
believe,, hut for the denial of which he in the next 
reign doomed others to die same horrible punishment. 
** Other newye* have we none notable," he says, ai but 
that one Fryrh, whydiu was in the Tower in prv&tm F 
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vn appoint*d by the kvng s grace w be e?cani ynet j 
hdon m£% my lords® of London, Wyncheiter, and 
Suffolk, mv lord thancdlour, and my Jonfc of Wyltahew, 
whose opymon was to notably I'rromnufle, that we cutde 
not dyspache liym, hut wim fayue lo We hym to tho 
determination of hU onHnarye, vhyeh* ys the bishop 
0 f LiJtulnti. Hit said opynyon ys of such* nature that 
he ihoughte it wat necessary to ho bektual as ufr micle 
of our fayih*, that there y& the very corporal pretence ot 
Chris to within the c«u? ind Mctamenle of ihe alter T and 
hnWethoF this poynte muBte (much) after the upyitfstt 
of tteodamj odious. Anil snarly I mywlf sent for hym 
iij or iiaj limes, to persuade him to love that b-Ls. imngi- 
ludon. hut far ail that wo rouble do therein he wqulcle 
not apply* to any coirniuile, iiotwithstaodying eowe he 
ys at a fynale code widi nil ex am mac ion r ; For my lonle 
of London hath* gyven deipmd hym to 

the secular power, where he looketh euery days to 
nra^ f&i'/pr*. And there is ato CCTidempned with hym 
one Andrew, & my tour,. for the self same opynion." The 
irr ff tj pL-rhaps, need not he reminded filial both the* 
unfortunate men went " unto iJie fyit-" 

11 L'ciry had now been three yearn wedded 10 Anne 
lidcyn. with as much of domestic felicity ut hii brutal 
nature trntld perm it hit enjoying. During dint time 
the 11 new learning ,P (us the reformation doctrines were 
then desisted) had been silently tfiflutag iiwif. 
chiefly by mewift of the influence indirectly exorcised in 
its favour, at the imdfptiflit of (rammer and Latimer, 
by the young queen, Craeimer had boeli in inmate of 
the family of the cmtl of W iltshire, and had there m 
Opportunity of flcqunitirillg hjmidf with Anne UoleyEia 
virtues and ilispoRidun, and of strengthening die predi- 
lection for die Lutheran doctrines which die had early 
acquired from the edcbraied .Margaret tie Valois. hi 
an miffing die king's former marriage, and pronouncing 
dit validity of hip present, die archbishop fell he was 
advancing die eaUte of die reformation. Bui Henry had 
now concaved a new passion j his aliecngns for Ann* 


hail been uffkced by the diarms of Jane Seymour; the 
fanner, fefort) must be gOE rid of, to make way on 
the throne for her rival. A trill took ;pUe% and, 'j.* a 
matter of course in this reipn of base obecqdoognm to 
the most cruehy selfish of tyrants, gqiity or fmwrent, 
convpcriwt and execution soon followed. 

C ■ ran trier had been staying it the ojchri episcopal pataee 
at Croydon when Anne waa *msiaL The next dav he 
received the royal mandate to repair immediately to 
Lambeth, with an injunction not to approach the pr*. 
«W till Iil m expressly doored: The mestagr pro¬ 
duced the effect fnr which it was intended j it fotimidated 
him, nnd thereby rendered him she more pliant ihPtru- 
ment of the king's pk*-nire. A letter which he addressed 
So Henry the day after his bdng eommunded r«j confine 
himfflf to Ida pul jure will best explain his conduct and 
feelings. \\ c shill pitr is entire, as an clnborate 
painting of hfs mim| T and because it has been the 
subject of much contrariety of opinion: those who 
ttrhuirc hist character appealing to it as a proof of his 
chivalrous fidelity ami courage; thorn who do not, 
as a striking testimony of hit time-verting timidity. 
Pjvhahty the reader will arrive ai tho conclusion that 
It neither deserve* a|] the praises of the one, nor dl the 
censures of the other ; and ihnt its chief merit is its 
cautious ingenuity. Wq quote from Kurnch 

4< rJcaseih it your most noble grace to be advertised, 
that at your grace - ■ corniuatidinent hy Mr. secretary P t 
letters, written in your grace* name, 1 came to Lambeth 
jBKterdiy, and do there remain to know your graces 
fan her pleasure. And forasmuch as, wiilumi your 
graces caincmmclTnont, I dare not* contrary to the con¬ 
tent* of tile said letters, presume to come unru your 
graced presence, m'mihrlrai, of iny tnnat boutulni duty, 

J can i lo no loss than most humbly to desire your grace, 
by your great wisdom,, and by die assistance of lial'fl 
hrip,^ Eomewhat io suppress the deep sorrow of your 
graces heart, and eo EaLc all odvermies of God'a hand 
hath patiently and thankfully. I cannot deny but jour 
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gnioc hath great cauFcs, many ways, of lamentable heavi- 
neu; ind also that, in the wrongful esiimation of the 
wurhh foul grope a honour of every jftn |i highly 
touched (whether [he thins* that commonly be spoken 
of \k irue or not), that I remember not that ever Al¬ 
mighty (Jod Kent wnlo your grace any like occasion to 
try your grace's constancy throughout, whether your 
highness ca.it be content to take of tkwl's hand as well 
things Llisplcasaul m gileMnt, Am I if he find in your 
most noble heart inch an obedience onto hi* will, that 
yaur gm£C, without mumiuniEkni and overEiiOch hcivi- 
uess* M accept all idYmitifpr not Jess thinking him 
than when all things succeed after your graces will ami 
pleasure, nor Iras procuring his glory ami honour; then, 

I suppose your grace did never thing more acceptable 
unto him since your itrol governance of this your realm. 
And, moreover, your grace shall give unto him occasion 
to multiply ami increase his graces and benefits unco 
your bighnciAj at be did unto hi* moot faidiful servant 
Job ; unto whom, after bia great calamities nud licavi- 
uras, for his obedient lieart, and willing acceptation of 
Hod's scourge anil rod, addidtt d Ihminu* tiuidti *fu- 
piiria* 

u Ami if i t Ik true tbit is openly reported of the queen's 
grace, if men had a right estimation of things, they 
should not esteem fitly part of your grocers honour to be 
touched ihcrchVf but bet honour only to Ik clearly dis- 
paraded. And 1 am in such a [n-qikxi[y, that my mind 
is clean amazed i for I never hail better opLEiion m 
woeuhei than I lifiil in her; which miketh me to think 
that she kIu mid not be culpable- And again, I think 
your highness Would not hive gone «0 far, except she 
bud fiuruly Iseen culpable, Xow 1 think tlldl jmir grace 
best knowolb* that, next uulo your grate, I wn* mutt 
humid unto her of all creatures living. Wherefore, J 
Ul^t lmmb]v beseech your grace, to Fuller me in lliaL p 
which both (iotfs law 1 , nature, ami jlLho her kindness 
biiyledi me unto; that is, that E may, with your 
grace'a favour, wish and pray far her, tint she may 
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declare hmsif inculpable and innocent And if she be 
fuLL]]il capably con side ring your grace> goodness toward* 
ht-f, and from wliitl condition J uur gnnet of yotlr LH i I y 
mere goadm sa took tier, mid set the crown upon her 
head, I repute him eloe your graced faithful servant 
and subject nor true unto the realm, that would not 
desire the offence without mercy to W punished, to eIic 
f samphi of nil other. And as [ leva! her not a ]lisle, 
for E Ilu love which 1 judged her Eo bear towards t rod a i id 
his gospel ; w, if she be proved culpable, there k not 
one that lovL'th IpChJ and ]\m gospel dial ever will favour 
her, but must hate her above ah other; and the more 
they favour the gospel, the more they will bate her: for 
there never was creature in our time that so much slan ■ 
dered the gospel. Ami liud hath Sent her this pLiniah- 
i nunt i for that she fei.pnei.lly hath professed this gospel 
in Ji lt eeloueIl. inul not ill luiart and deed. And though 
the hire offended, so, that ilie hath deserved never to he 
mondial unto your pact’s favour, yet Almighty <iml 

hath manifestly declared hi* goodness towards your 
pracc F and never offended yoti + But your grace, 1 *m 
sure, acknowledge Eh that you have offended him, Where- 
fore I trust that your grace will bear no less entire 
favour unto the truth of the gospel that! you did before: 
fonsmucb as your graced favour to the gospel was not 
ted by affection unto her, but by zeal uueo the truth. 
Ami thus l beseech Almighty tiod, whose gospel hath 
ordained your grace lo lie defended of, ever eo preserve 
your grace frcvEn all evsl p atuE to give you at the end 
the premise of Ids gospel. From Lambeth, the 3d day 
of May. 1 ' 

[Cranmer bad written, but not despatched this letter + 
when he was summoned to a conference hy the lord 
chancellor and other peer*, who slated lo him the facia 
which, they b&UI ± could be proved against the tpiecEi. 
He therefore, in a postscript, added as follows]; — 

** After I hail written this letter unto yonr grace, my 
lord clianecUoF, Ac. frcnt for me to come unto the star- 
chamber; and there declared unto me such tilings &e 
o 3 
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your i^nce'i pJcasurt vu they should make me privy 
unto* For the which i am tnc&t Iuud^ unto your 
grace. And what communication we had [herein* I 
doubt not bul they will make the true report thereof to 
your grace. 1 am exceeding!y sorry that such faults can 
be proved by the queen as 1 heard of their rctatiom 
Hut J ana* arid ever dmll be, your faithful subject. 

£t Your grace's 

' e Hum hie subject and chaplain, 

“ Thomas CA^TUAmtssrfl." 

The writer of this letter* il is plain, only awaits the 
kins’* cwnmiiids os to die ride on which he should 
array himself; though it is equally evident that hit In¬ 
clination went to Msert die innocence of her to whom, 
npst to bia sovereign, he " w*s most bound of til enja-i 
living/ 1 He had pronounced the divorce between 
Henry and Catharine, mul thereby was a great mimi- 
tnent in destroying the papal supremacy in England. 
He had cdtifinnuiL, hy hh archiepijicoppJ authority * the 
marriage of Anne; and by so doing, he was persuaded, 
favoured rise spread of gospel truth and pure religion. 
He was now commanded tti declare that that marriage 
** ir », and always had been, null ;rtid void ; ” and iliat + 
as a necicssary uOtaeq uence., his god-child, the princess 
ELiiahfib, ahoutd be no longer reputed legitimate. He 
dared not hesitate After one of those noErmn mockeries 
of the forms of justice, designated trials, which abound 
ki ihi* monwruua reign, Grenmer, £i having tiod atone 
before hi* eyei ± ,r ilkwlved the marriage of Henry and 
Aime Hdeyti. A similar* but fortunately Ices Moody, 
farce wnj performed a very few year* after* when dm 
king wished to *■« rid of Aime of Ckrea. In obedience 
Ui the faintly Mprtttcd wishes of her disgusted husband, 
the archbishop and chancellor, ai the head of a deputa¬ 
tion* humbly salicited ibeir gracious mutv'i ]m.tttiU don 
to submit to his consideration a tubjettof great delicacy 
and important Henry, having, he jaid, ft no other 
object in view than die glory of God, the welfare of the 
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realm, and the triumph of truth. 1 ' c c giB cn fed j on the 
condition C±ia.r they wouhi nnE propose any thing to him 
unreasonable and iinjmt. The subject was (Sen cau¬ 
tiously broached, as arising mrfcly from their own con- 
acientious KTuplea; and, in perfect keeping with die 
farcical hypocrisy of the whole proceeding, the mimi^ 
was declared null and void, because £C the king had been 
deceived by chi’ exaggerated accounts of Anne's beauty, 
and had not given his inward assent to die contract" 
Afid yet thin man was popular with the Hum of his 
subjects, and la not without his eulogies even in the 
present day! 

But it waft not atone in the matter of wife*muitler ± 
or DlhiT civil exercises of die royal prerogative, lliat, 
during this reign, the will or caprice of the monarch 
Was the sale law and mcanurc'. 11 in 

° £k= ruJo, lie jialwo | — ilL-l jirj rjla-ne TrJLiJiUi," 

extendeil even to the consciences of his subjects. By 
An arrogant notion of power, not to be para]teled in ihe 
annals of oriental despotism, Henry made his own iheo- 
logical tenet*—such as they were then h or fl hrrrajter 
might ki*—the cxeltisiTe lest ami standard of religious 
orthodoxy. From hi ft dictum there was no appeal nor 
subterfuge: to cjucstLon bis infallibility was a crime be¬ 
yond (he pale of mercy : to dissent from his doctrines 
was to incur the extremity of [punishment in this wo?ld 7 
ami. according to Siis iofidhhlc canonists, llii eternity of 
torment hereafter. And his wm not the ape of martyr*. 
He hid two favourite principles, or dogmata of belief 
which be maintained with all the unrelenting intolerance 
of a theologian of the sixteenth century, ami with all 
the jealousy of A tyrant in every age ; and, w‘c should 
add, with all, the despotic InconHiitency of his character! 
— these wore. hl> ccclesUstEcaJ supremacy, and the 
catholic doctrine of die iJ roil presence/ 11 as explained 
hy himself in hift ccnlrovcny witfi Luther. By the 
former he attached to Ids person the groat promoters of 
ihe 11 new learning/* of which I raniucr and Latimer 
o 4 
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m-re the heads; by the biter he conciliated [lie adherents 
of the iiLciot worship* of which tunUnsfp hishtrp of 
Winchester, one of the craftiest And ablet* men of his 
lime, wax the aclsnnwledged thief. The court ami 
nation wore p W tty equally divided between these two 
antagonist parties; not that didr way ward and 
ini perE ihjsi tnasicr allowed iriy ojicn maiufiutatioEi of 
dLdr differences, which might imply a freedom of 
opinion, and ihenee m undue infringement on die reyaj 
■nlhofity. lit- bimaelf vibrated between them ; and by 
alternately exciting their hopes nm! fear*, inHured to him¬ 
self the fuost 14'rvile suhiiiiiisjoii of both; for, u we 
before obficrved > this was not an age of martyrs or high- 
minded patriot. 

The services, however, nnd the moderation tml ami¬ 
able temper of Crmnwr obtained for him die largest 
Ehare of the kings friendship ; unhappily for himself, jw 
it compelled him to Ik* a chief instrument in the perse¬ 
cution* of that rdgn. These persecutions wore con- 
diiemd with a stem* and. if WO might say of so ierimi* 
a subject with a ludicrous impartiality. To Assert die 
j*apal supremacy was treason; to deny ihe papal doc¬ 
trine of the cuchamt wai heresy : the one was punished 
by hanging; the other with the %rgou Thus papist* 
and proteatanu were tijuoJly obnoxious in the l»w, diould 
tlieir scat land Lhein to ati open assertion of all their 
respective tenets. Henry, to um his own language, 
could thus 4i -iioLLch ihe stiff mmnpaimus of the one 
(tlic HnmanisLq), or die busy rampsimtis of die other 
<tlic rcfmneri)/' at pleasure, Ami it did please him 
beiimcjj 3 d>DUeh T owing, we have no doubt, to the 
moderate coumcili of Cnniatr, tint to such an extern u 
iniglii be exjrfCEwl from hia despotic and wngnimry 
temper. Two days after the execution of Crete wdi, 
who first suggested to hb muter the policy of renpuii, 
dug the pajhal supremacy, Slid who was but the too 
faithful minister of Ida will, three catholic*, coupled uidi 
three preteaLauta, were dragged on the mne hurdle from 
the Tower to Smilhdeid, and there executed ; die former 
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being handed and quartered as trohorH, far denying the 
kinp'a ecclesiastical pc-uminence ; die latter being can- 
fc.uitii.Hl by lire, is heretics, for questioning the wy*l doc¬ 
trine of (lie cucliamt* 

Bui of ill die persecutions for hereby of tliiii reign t 
none excited greater interest diati that of Lambert, a 
Behoolimster in priest’* orders, for heresy*—that is, 
for denying the catholic doctrine of the real presence. 
Lambert had been imprisoned for the same ollence by 
CmrunerB ptdtdHHT in Use see of Canterbury, bur 
had escaped punishment by that prelates timely death. 
Nothing intimidated, ha pmiiled, after Ilia release, in 
the open avowal of Ida opinions, till having beard a 
sermon on die subject from Dr*-Taylor* often* anh bishop 
of Landtm, he presented that dignitary with an elabo¬ 
rately written protest, under right heads or reasons, 
agnimH die Kiinuimsi doctrine of tramuhitantiaiicm. 
Taylor handed the pa|ier to Dr- Buries, wlm maintained 
die Lutheran cuiisub&tantiatioii theory of die cuchorist,; 
hut u this differed Again from die Wydiffism of Lambert* 
the Utter ns cited by Barnes to answer for hie heresy 
before tlio archbishop. Urmniner, on the scented being 
brought before him, endeavoured to reason or tn inliinL 
elate him into a, rreanttsionhut Lambert, inc-nad of 
yielding, appealed from the mttrojnlitan to the king, as 
hend of die cli u rcb- Henry eager] y embraced w favour¬ 
able an opportunity for displaying Ids theological learnings 
and for asserting bis ecdctsiastiral supremacy* A day 
was publicly HxchI for die unusual attest; and at the 
appointed hour, the king appeared on his throtk 1 , with 
nil Mi judge*, ministers, bishops, and alUccTR of state, 
m rntcr the lists with die *dmolniAHtrr. The proceed- 
Logs are told with dramatic effect by Mr* Hunt* Far 
five hours the unfortunate Lambert had to conicftrf with 
the harangues of Hcmy* CtVWm, Gardiner, ami five 
other laden of both die old and the new laming- At 
die end of this time he was jinked by die exulting mon¬ 
arch whether he was ** satisfied £ Will thou live nr 
die ? * The exhausted and intimidated culprit bad no 
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rcfiEif. bat that he threw Mmsdf on the royal merer, 
*’ ’ n,0 “ ma * t *iic ‘E'en l —-thou nruat die! for J will not 
be tlic patron of heretics," was the humane answer, 
Lambert met hit fate with firmness; and not the least 
remarkable dreumstanee of Ids storr is, that Taylor, 
Rarnes, ami Crwtmer, the chief instruments in brimrinK 
““ lD ‘ hc three burned ■ few yean 

afterwards for the very same doctrine, for which‘they 
were, moreover, then itrotijfly, and perhaps not unjustly, 
suspected of having a predilection. 

In fairness to llrr man of this of persecution, it 
afjould be Iramt in mind that intolerance wax then, an-1 
for more than a century after, the common Ane of 
tlmstendom. rohratiun wm n ,„ m scarcely heard of 
in ill enry and wholly uahvown in practice. The m nijis- 
IratL- at the ■Vnenth century doubled as little the justice 
orwtuuj-nihp a heretic to the flaw, as the mapstrale 
Of oar Own more enlightened times of senlemHnR the 
unpuRiier of established opinions to (tad or transport- 
otioa, or dm uttewr of ■ fuged note to the gallows, 
le P™tesfr!— the prtrcntkun of crim% by terror of itt 

consequences, and the preservation of the integrity of 
the body corporate, by {to U«.- die favourite metaphor or 

the tunes) •' the ■mputailDq t ,f thp diseased member_" 

Was the same in both cases, enreptiiif; indeed that the 
, *“ fomCT incited by on additional motive 
derm-d irum Ids religion. The conduct of men is 
mrnnlv determined by the circumstance* in which they 
are placed ; among which circumstances, the opinion of 
contemporaries is, perhaps, the most influential. Ihiblir 
Opinion Was not nutra^l by the dreadful punishment* 
inflicted on those from whom the odious chaw* of heresy 
repe led the current of jruhlie sympathy. Uniformi'iy of 
theuloRic-al doctrine* was a phrase then synonymeut with 

™* Ihoie doctrines 

It „f r y 11 W4a *> * the aoJcmii 

duty of ihe povernmen, m maintain wilh unrdcntj 
VIR.W. _ \s here any relaxation of this »,*m fe J in * 
occurred, it was nwmg to iwnperamrnt ami animal foci- 
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lag, filter chan to a judicious estimate of the value of 
religious liberty, At all times anil itt every rltlU of 
society ire to be found individual* so constitutionally 
humau? r so nomously ipprolicnxivc of pain in thenifdvgftj 
bp tremblingly sympathetic with the appearance of suffer¬ 
ing in others, that nut even religious fanaticism can 
make the]n unrelentingly cruel. Whenever power ri 
vetted in the bindiof neb persons, a negative nder&ciun, 
1E1.it is, a diirtinutton of. or a refraining from, ptnecq* 
lion wiEI prevail; for the actions of iniUvi^uib, it wiU 
he almost invariably found, receive their lone and colour¬ 
ing much more from the general temper or feeling* of 
the heart, than from the decision* of the understanding. 
Fhiligk Velnnclhou wan a inaih of thisdiaiS, ami Reginald 
Pole bod TfflUtllj nod m probably were sir Tllomil 
More and Cranmtt; not so Lmhi-r, (’aIvin, Knox, and 
the other leading reformer* Ptk the not' hand, nor ihc 
Gardiners or Renners on the other. One fact should he 
received in palliation of all: the great truth, so pregnant 
with charity toward* our fellow-men, that behrf if imte-* 
jirnririit on t'he i rilt r wifi nut in those- lime* dreamt of, 
ond even at present is not so comrtarnly botw in mind 
a* ihe interests of humanity would dictate. mistaking 
the e\pre^sian of belief for the act itself, ilie members of 
each sect or party endeavoured to force the reception of 
what their own Kincemv, by a very natural illusion* 
convinced them nothing but malignant obstinacy could 
prevent from bring at cm™ eagerly rioptri; and thus 
lEHoEeranpc wa* miskrip even to its zealots, mder ihe 
title of checking ami punishing wilful error, and uf ndvanc- 
iog ihfi cftHJC of truth, Before, therefore,* we condemn 
the actors in those dramas Of persecution which stain 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries let m con¬ 
sider whether there may not possibly he some of our 
own Jaws- amI usages of so intolerant and sanguinary a 
character eli to require hereafter the Icnw»t interpretation 
of a mane enlightened and thenra Jnnft" humane posttfity- 
iVtdfc we reprobate the barbarOufl and unchristian prac¬ 
tice* of our fathers, it might be a* well for us to examine 
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whether there is any leaven of them sull lurking among 
nurseU'ett. Let HI, in It WOfd, like vare h vthfie wt are 
indignantly pointing out the beams which blinded the 
vision of ihotw who have preceded us in the career of 
human improvement, that some moles of prejudice inti 
tiBfhaH tabieness may not obstruct our own. Hie fires 
of Southfield are certainly extinguished for ever; but 
is the spirit of intolerance tiiat kindled them altogether 
niLtyctl > 

I'll* abolition of the papal supremacy necessarily 
placed I he tenure of I he hierarchy oil a nov footing.* 
A* yet no prelate had been consecrated without the 
pap's bull, win chi bound him to recognise the see of 
Rome os the c+motilcal Kieail of the church, Em this 
recognition hod been lately declared treason; and there 
-wai no precedent for the dependency of the ecdesiasticil 
jurisdiction on the will of the civil magistrate, Henry 
tu much pUzrtk'd u to the couth* he sKiejuJcI follow in 
this entirely new order of things. The arbitrariness of 
has temper led film to puflh \m newly .assumed prero¬ 
gative to ita utmost limits | hut in doing w be would 
b« acting in the very teeth of those principles which 
he hod vehemently main rained in his contravcnty with 
Luther, From this embarmsament he was relic veil by 
the address and boldnesa of his ri car-genera! from well, 
and by Lhe pliant example uf I ratuner. r fhe body of 
the clergy' tniintaihril that tlie church had inherited 
from her divine founder a power underived from, 
ntiJ uncontrollable by, the civil outhoriiy, to preach 
and administer the uurnunenu^ illd enforce her own 
discipline by her own weapons and influence Hranmcr, 
oo the other band, contended, somewliat &Erangely p when 
we reedlccl that lie vu then Archbishop of Lanterbury, 
that the king alone, having the need of spiritual os well 
as civil gtHuri, hail the right to appoint them, In the 
fime &f the apostle, he added, thft pt?gp3e appomied^ 
“ because ibey bad no Christian king;" but tiecosion- 
ally accepted *ueh a* might be recommended by the 
apostle* £J of their own voluntary will, and uot for any 
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GUpmoriC)' that the opdsiirt hail over them : in diu 
apiioinlmcnt of hishftfE and priests, aa in that of civil 
officers. some cerentouk* art to be used, l+ ”«* ^ 
ceDesfiltyj but far good order and nceudy fashion 
nevertheless, L£ he who LH appointed bishop or print 
neodedi no consecration by the scripture, for election or 
appointment ihtrew is suflicienix — Fhk> lit wy*, 
with his usual caution* “ is mint opinion and sentence 
at (Alt prfxwt; which, nevcrtlidewc, I do not tamew 
rarionsly define, but refer the judgment thereof to your 

majesty/* . , 

But Cromwell, In whom as vicar-general the king* 
eeelL'riiiialtcil jurisdiction was vested, was not ronrenl 
with the (flint or rather implied Kubmikrion of the 
cliirgy which die archhbhops influence had induced. 
At the suggestion of two of lit* creatures, he adopted an 
expedient, by which the obedience of the church dig- 
niiaries would be punhed to ibe quick. In the plenitude 
of his authority. as cIil- king 1 ® wcfcMMtfcil minister, he 
impended the power of all the prelim* *nd ordinaries 
in ttie realm, oxii the ground o f a general ■vtattadon about 
to be mode by the u supremo bead of the church." 
Those bishops and prieate who had claimed an authority 
hv divine right would dm* he eompdkd lo produce 
their proof* ; or. If they did not resign their offices, to 
acknowledge the crown Lo bn she role crisis of spiritual 
jurisdiction, by petitioning it fur the restoration of 
their usual authority^ Ai might be expected from his 
Erastaao tenets, Creamer led the way , ami su.hulined 
with becoming humility. This example waa Folkmud 
hy ihe clergy, io wlmiii lie had addressed, as metropolitan, 
a circular letter on the subject; and, after a month a 
suspension, each bishop received a separate commission 
fmm the king '* to ilo whatever belonged to die office 
of bishop" during the royal pleasure. The reason as- 
itigiii.tE for granting die indulgence added to in degra- 
dutinn. It was stated in the cuminiiMdon restoring the 
episcopal |*>wer, tint thut the |i>itilin!*iil of bishops *■* 
nemany for the eburebj but that theHug* vlcar-genml. 
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on account of the multiplicity ofbtrrfoe** with which he 
wjm loaded, could not properly attend to every thing in 
peran (i« nm prrntnn erpttfitudiim »nn njSrtrt •), 
and therein* should be provided with assistance, to 
puani apniiwi the inccnwrhknoe* of delay and mk'miit- 
tioi], r 


.Hut franmer well kiittr tint ilsc mere assuming of 
the eeeksinsiicnl supremacy hy the crown would little 
advantage the cut* or pur® religion to long n there 
strung holt ft of the Uu-tnith superstition, die monasteries 
atid priories, continued in ctfatence. Hi- aeconliiiply 
with »al seconded dm counsels of Cromwell for their 
suppression* The pnijtosal was greedily matched at hv 
Henry, to whom it opened the prospect of irubutstibie 
wealth, aa well as an ample field for the nerciu of 
power Hit courtier*, minister*, and the lord* of Ilia 
council ngerly joined in ihe chase ; for the spoil* „f 
the clerpy premised * rich harvest to their mparitv, 
9 i avnig been held out as the probable rcwml of thd* 

™ h \ tlk ‘ * rlful »f the vkar-Bmcnd. Spoliation 

and plunder thus became the order of the day; the 
monuiencH wen- suppreawd; tlwir cormptlmi and 
cniMs evjiosed lo public odium ; and their funds and 
4[l1 " ta tnuisfortnfng tile hungry minion* that 

tfoitieJcd a tyrant's heels into she founders nf still Ho«- 
riahi!L|>, wealthy, and nulile families. But such an Ap. 
P nailun, tiiough ill the end, perhaps, one of tin: meat 
prudent that could have been adopted, ma very dif¬ 
ferent froni that contL-inpiatcil hy Cmnmer. 'That 
prfratc saw With pain and dismay Henry contenting 

Jsiijua ii:**h fMUjortf nlr-fEi, ]Aj*tor ■ Sll3ircTlir W 1 ** 
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himself Willi the BlT^ltfr of the Cl.rf ass, which he left 
a» booty XQ his folia wen to hltm upon. i| c knew thmt 
spoliator* wen perfoaUy indifferent fa evtry thing 
but their own ■ggradbanait ; ami that for then t hr 
principles of liiiij reformation would bare no charms,, 
u Files* ihcir profe^ioti were accompanied by an increase 
of wealth and worldly distinction. Never' yet did the 
world witness a Grew more despicably rapacious ihati 
Eke courtier* of Henry VJIL J t was' therefore, with 
deep regret that Crummy bcbekl I he alienation of rim 
chilreh property In a IHAIMicr so different from lh*L 
whkh he had recommended, and which Henry had 
PfoWMHi to act upon* He proposed dial on die now 
endowments o certain number of cathedrals should he 

erected, ;ind that In every cathedral them should bo 
provision ensile for reader* of divinity, Greek, and 
Hebrew; and f ur ■' a great number of student* to be 
hoth exercised in the daily worship of God, and trained 
up in study and devotion, whom the bishop might 
trajQspkm out of ihii nursery into all parti of hi* 
diocesi," Wq cannot but lament with the archbUhop, 
thut Ills excellent design bad been abandoned (or nicti 
an unworthy u>e as gorging die reptiles of .. palace; 
tliough 1VL- are well aware of the benefit* which have 
emerged from a beginning of to little pramibLv 

The measure to the dfed£ng of which the influence 
of die archbishop was nest directed was one of still 
greater importance m tnir religion* To the immortal 
honour of Oanmer be it stated that be was the tint to 
place die Bible in the hands yf the laity of England; 
an act winch will atone fnr a ihuusaml ins tan res of his 
pusillanimity, and which will wer recommend Ids name 
to our gratitude. Henry had promised on the sup- 
pmdnn of Tyndiia version of die Old and New Te&- 
tdment in 1530, that be wouhl provide! » new trana- 
btion hy the " joint labour of great, learned, and 
catholic pawon** L’ranmcr, during bis residence in 
Germany, hud witnessed the extMurdihary iuccbs 
which the reform™ dented from the diffusion of die 
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hatred vylumf, 1ml hail frail it'll up-Dti kh intrmluttiQti 
imo Ida native cntatfry* Scarcely was Ike installed, 
therefore, in die see uf Canterbury let 1 5 S 3 f than In* 
rmtintk'd t he king of has promise; m d by his repeated 
importunity in penon, and by inducing the wnvtoikn 
U> petition anrl Cromwell to support thr prayer, he at 
Im-rit obtained ih* royal injunction to hive the KJIiEe 
(M athew’* edition) plactd in all pariah church®, with 
lile liberty to every man I* read U at pleasure, fd pro- 
vht^l he did not disturb the preacher in hU ^nimn, nor 
the officiating clergyman during aerrfae/ 1 fn two y«* 
afeer (in 155$) the indulgence waa extended from the 
ehufE’lv eo private iiirtBci under some restrictions: care 
Iwiaig at the same time taken, with the characterise 
jealousy of the Tudors, to inform tlie people' that the 
liberty which Lbey enjoyed was not a right to which 
they poised any claim, but a favour granted la of the 
royal hbcfjiJily ainl goodness/ 1 

Thun waa the way dared for die reformation 
in England. By abolishing the papal tiupremary and 
making the crown the *uu™ of ah «des|tttical 
authority, like clergy were stripped of the power of 
resiling the further innovations of the sovereign, and 
made wholly dcfNendcm on hi* wiH Uy the Etipprw- 
siiori of the monasteries [hey ft»j moreover, de¬ 
prived of the uiean* of appealing to the prejudice* of 
the people^ unless in the dangerous chancier of nbek 
By distributing tin? church possession* among lit* courtiers 
utid gentry, Henry’ bound them to the new order or 
tilings by die ties of property, hope, fear, and gratitude; 
Olid by di Nominating the BLihlc among tile middle 
^ prepared ihclil for the reception of gospel 
tnitli, hy enabling them, of thunnelnw, to dfatinguish 
between it and papal ermr. The favour of the work¬ 
ing ekaam and lower order* was net yet diicctk 
penhsd uk J ^ 

'™ k important proceeding* were in pro™* 
two event* occurred productive of much uneuSne** to 
Cram u er, ~ the fall and execution of Cromwell, 
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rhHT^e af txeasan, and liu? Sheading of Queen fathering 
Howard fur inoantj nency. With the vicar-poeral 
Cranmcr had hgen in linhitfl of the closest confidence and 
friemLdnp. snd hid. w* we have bem, nsttl 111* inti nunc# 
\ n aid of Uit proji^nmt dnctrin t-su Cromwell wm not it 
liciirt a friend of the rcifonnailun ; hut, being hated nod 
Hpfftfoft i hy the adherents to ihe old warship, lie was 
thrown* lay a spirit of re Tragc* among lhp k-riilcm of the 
hc^ learning, During liia udfl rial carper, Crmmtra 
councils were, hy his support* made paramount in ih.- 
*^d the n?Iigioui tctu^ of tk court ipiiroxi-* 
mated naorc md more to those of the Lutheran rdbrnm. 
jhir after thin fail, 05 the archbishop had foiese^,. the 
opmi^tLs- of Hdttyry h afltd upon by Ci*nliritT and the 
Other FE&minlg noituftm, nzlrag?ni]cd. to the frctime&fxF 
tire tit'll[a^e hy which lu- hid won lIh- til].- of 44 JMernkr 
of ihn Faith." It w;ts p with dismay tlul Cnm* 

raer heard of bin friend 5 arrest and impeachment; for he 
Iniil a mac presentiment of U$ coD6equnico*i to religion* 

which augmented the anguish nf persona] ^rrdw. Me 
wrtfte to the Ling on the subject, and dwelt much 00 the 
fallen toil lister 5 aesl and diligence in Li-. Bcrriw, H arid 
iia cIjs covering all plot* n> ftoqti a* they were made- that 
lie had til whjh loved the king above all things* and served 
him with great fidelity sod irerena; that ho thought 
no king of England ever had such a serrant t upon that 
accmiut be hud lovc-d him, tut one that loved the ting 
above all others, But,* 1 bcuklr, wjih ht* usual timidity 
am I can 1 Fori* ff if ha waa a traitor* he was glad it was 
diacovL-rt-fh But he prayed tiod earnestly to scud die 
king «ich j counsellor in W stead, who cgold and would 
■enfe him as he had dune/' * Knowing the danger as 
Well u LumiJity of attempting to arrest die hind of 
Ninry once raised in vengeance, he prudently avoided 
all alhjidoQ to the particular charge m which Cromwell 
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luil bn n united, and confined himself to a recapitula¬ 
te of hi* former services. Hairing dim indulged his 
hemr feelings, be went along with t ht stream, and 
veto] fur die second and die third reading of du; bill of 
attainder s ithout trial, <tf which tincieui instrnmeut 
nf despotism, b> a kind of retributive justice, L’rnmweU 
“» (irst S* lie had been the first inventor. 

Iliuugti dwrc Was much base ingratitude and Cruelly 
on the part of his master in the Fate of < Tons well, it was 
wnli jusiieL lint little lamented by the nitkm at large ; 
for even his ignominious death could not allay dm re¬ 
collection that lie liar] been ai al[ times die artful «ntn- 
acllur and willing instrument of that master’s tyranny 

against others, * 1 

The ting w as an one of Ids progresses, accompanied 
by his young quaen, Catherine Ho waul, when one 

Wellt, waited on C runnier, ami Kquimlcd him with 
lactfi oil the authority of lik sister, a nervant in die 
WariWkfunUy, which winter i the honour of the royal 
btNl. Hie information could only excise regret and 
terror. It is painful u> a Immune mind lu be the instru¬ 
ment of another* disgrace or misery; and yet the atrli- 
bhlmp feh that his loyalty as well as bis ^rety would la? 
compromised, run I might be endangered:, by hu keeping 
die secret to his own bosom. lie communicated iht- 
matter to the chancellor and others of the council; and 
tjiey agreed with him, that though it might he equully 
dangerous to conceal a« to discover it to the Ling, the 
bucr ratine would, under all eircuniBtantes, be the most 
finnlml. As llir subject wo* arm D f great delicacy 
Cmnmer broke It to tlic utMUs|ioi-ting hnibaml in a W 
iciter, in which the manner in which tile information 
was obtained is ititod with aniious minuteness, lest it 
ahould k' inferred that he was a fHket of scandal or a 
spy u [Ktnthe proceedings of the paW An emplry was 
tl ' Mh f intelligence: incominency 

before marriage was proved against the Udv { aihcrine 
oinl cnnuuliiy after Inferred. The opportunity ef d,ed- 
(hiig blood w u too tempting and fcuibJc to be resisted t 
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qn the ! Sth February, 1 ibe was beheaded on Towers 
hill wfrting her cn njugal fidelity, while flfce renfe^d 
fci'r maiden delinquencies. 

ft would be ntaStem Eo enquire whit share Cranmer 
™ Sjl f ^msng and sanctioning the « Institution " and 
the *■ Erudition " of "a ChriitUn Man ,’ 1 or whethe r the 

bloody Jaw of the eI* articles vis wholly owing to 
the intrigUiw of Gardiner and die Romanist party. Hur- 
ing Henry's rap, Ihe royal standard of orthodtay 
w ™^ h*re been received by die clergy of the new 
Jcumtij^ even though it were still more popish in its 
doctrine- and by the clergy of the oh! learning, even 
though it had issued frum the protestant league of 
6 ff:aJcaXcL He w*& infaiIifo| L - iti his own esiiination t and, 
what was more, pu^se^ed the will anil the power to 
prow himself so in dint of others The " Institution/' 
and the ej Ennlition T which ws* known hy the name of 
the king* book, are chic Ay remarkable For the idtru- 
caLhotfciBm of thcEr tliralojiyj and for the euirntnes* 
with which they inculcate the doctrine of ptuhe nbe- 
dience.* riiiy were die standard of inthndosy till the 
iieccssion of Edward Tj* # when die reformation party 
became possessed of die management of affair*, and all 
persons Were compelled to subscribe to them. 

Hjo statute of the six articles waa ( however, still 
more tryihg to die feeling and conseitttce of the friends 
of |mru religion, pmt eukdy io Crenmcr, who ernployed 
all hb address^ an 1 1 a degree of boldness tha t unusual 

to nim F fo luve it softened down, if nol defeated. One 
nf thorn axtidesp indeed, touched him to the quick ; it 
ileitnred the marriages of priests to be invalid, and com- 
auch persons in order* m might have been living 
with their wive* [ u repudiate diem, making suhsequeriE 
cg habitation felony. Tile reader ia aware, tlfat during 
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liii itsidenee in Gtfman^ Cranmer had married a kins¬ 
woman ot Ovliiildef, a Luibcmn divine* lie fiETYer pub- 
licJy avowed his marriage, as the canon whicJi imposed 
celibacy on the priesdiooij h ad not been abrogated» and 
the king was well known it* be ncne from hia dergy 
entering into a state uf wedlock. Hift wife, fiuWtVCT, 
UvlhI ridi him in private, ami bore him wvend children. 
Hia fir^t opposition to lilt? atrudoiiB statute, which be 
knew would bcur ou him with *udi terrible severity, 
was made in the eommiiiee of iprittinl peers, whose 
\nhum* terminated in [he framing of the aix article 
That qeinmittra he divided for eleven days on every 
irtide, till Henry grew so impatient, dial he came 
down in penm»* and awed the prelate* (e*reptip K the 
liwhc^p of Salisbury, who « coutmuelb a kwd fool,") 
b Y W - 1 goalie learning' Into mmnia;it)r T Ai the 
djiijier came nearer, trimmer s- cffijfti aud ingenuity tq 
iircrt it were doubled ; and at 1 m ho nurtured to submit 
his mu b writing ti» the « superior judgment of dm 
™Ms a m&? a^aliwE. dvr ubnoJiioua article* r particularly 
that which Lariated on die edibocy of ihc derpy. O fl 
this point ho suited the expediency of'a royal 
derJanuioib dint would be oquinJenl to a Huspeniion of 
dial part of 1 he statute, till die tawfidn™ q f the 
r3apt‘ of priests a-ht jllIi 3 bo debited in die universities* on 
dm hazardous Himliiissb that, if judgment were given 
hia opinion, ill advocate riiouJd ruAlt sk-»ih * 
If in in favour h dmi the cuwricil prohibition, and iho 
srtidc founded on it, nlidulJ b l no longer enforced^, ajul 
tliai the matter should be left in future to every mm’m 
own ftHiacicnof.’ Bury bore patiently with dais im- 
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usual coLdntikdiDU to hkwitl, hut mnuoed incitanlile, 
Cranrner next indu red Mdancthon to write the king a. 
long letter, for the purpose of ^uhdoing his obstinacy - 
but dw witboul avail Henry was rooted to hi* jitir- 
pose; and the archbishop *aw with dismay ^ that hi* 
marriage wm rendered void in law, and that ih^tli might 
bo ille penalty of hh continuing to harbour his wife and 
children. Having d^pttched them in btaie to their 
friends in Germany* ind written a dutiful apology u> 
the king fur hi* presumption in for a moment iliiforing 
in opinion fmm him, Cnuimer artfully rrriYrd a design 
of a confpreace between the Englhdi and continental 
dirin™, dud had been agitated for the lost few yetis In 
the council After what had passed, to permit m cahing 
in question any of the article* might have coin him Isis 
fce*d t but he wisely ranceiral that fotftgpen might 
with safety impugn them under the Rfipdramt uf dw- 
cating their own doctrine*; and that the king might 
tiiua he induced to rebut from hU obstinacy. The dod* 
fercnee was accordingly held , but Henry ws« not 
diverted! « tittle from Ids opinions ; and till hi* death 
Creamer was obliged to keep his wife and children on 
the Continent, without daring to avow the validity of his 
marriage. 

The %lippery footing ojl which the law uf celibacy 
placed CranmtT with reaper! to hfes further efforts for the 
advancement of the rcforinuiion. made him confine hitn- 
very much to the immediate burin?** of bin net 
during the remainder uf this reign. The court,, h 
ueturJ, vis divide! hy the overt intrigue* of die two 
^tit reBgioua partita w ho * tripled for dir krngbi fa* 
■roar, am! who looked up to tlanUucrj, and the Duke of 
Norfolk* and the archbishop anti the Seytnom. m their 
fc*dm, As the qtieEtion at issue vu now miwd up 


ipproin^it Ln Uif i-ATtf wtsirJi Uvt rwrivoil in trtutn. an Jkt rwrw7Mif*t Thrtr 
i*pi* m-c 1 t*m tiun tiriM-kf E^flrp tuiinl far li« ainEiiNtiBmtt .a Kriiilwnrth, 
o| -utihi# UniTi.inj | rlMl [hnr. When Lu'jitiii* * orf 

(Jmj (ilnh^ EbeiEfp In Stttthif Aft, tbr j^Tfrtrm.uu e> wr* rkrt±JiW -nn Ikwt 
dpyi lr* *hkh tfjr w fpmr *HT Tcw-twillMp. jjth| Itkc litiflnw^ which miw 
CliAiQLmJtHil far htf BWinlf* [•leu'jrr," jt^rt! MMt 

F S 



BlElTlftll STATESJHEJT- 


with polfini^, it need Ecua'ly lx 1 ad ■ J ed P Ell St each in- 
tigoni&L regarded the other with intense and implacable 
ha triil. Many attempt* wiere made to deprive Cwimer 
of the roysJ countenance ; but Hu my haul wo much cm- 
Aiicnce iii his loyalty h and Wq grateful ft recollection of 
his many delicate fcrnert, to- be affected titiitr by 
die insinuiticma or complaints of those whom be knew 
id \k the archbishop 1 * personal enemies. Tbo preben- 
dark* of Cinletkty brought a charge against him* but 
were ihemtelTtt arraigned, some impramed, and ill 
obliged w\k& die accused prelate V pardon , The member 
for Bedfordshire hid the Uddtteu, in die house of com* 
mod*, 10 ueciuse ( raumer of heresy; but dmkingtent the 
u varkt" a peremptory mexvige, that if he did not im¬ 
mediately acknowledge his ertnr, he should be made m 
example to hi* fellows. On mother occasion* Henry 
had contented to the amnittil of die iird i thi^l u ■] ■; hut f 
on reflection, changed bis cut ml, an^il jjent him 0 ting is a 
testimony of his uimEttrecl fric-Miljihij_i. The tudm of 
Bhakijme are aw are of the »uWc|ucnt iudcknti : — 
Cnriiorf wm hidden to (jibe connal, it the door of which 
“ ihe primate of Jill I'JicLiliit was kept waiting m hour 
Among die footmen ami servant*," according to the testi¬ 
mony of an eye-wimeM : the king unexpectedly appemd 
among diem: Cntrtner produced die ring, and there 
followed “ a wonderful confusion/’ The king cam- 
juaoLlcd iktim lo be reconciled to die ixcbbbilmp. whom 

” he proterted by die filth lie owed to God,—living 
bis hand mi 111* brtul,— tint If Ik prince could be obliged 
by hi* subjects, he was by dir primate ; and that lie took 
him to be the must faithful subject he bad, and a person 
to whom he wm mod beholden.*’ With this striking 
proof of tin norerap'i affection fur the arcbbtiihop, the 
overt malice of hli tnemLe* reused liil iht rrigti of Mary. 

Crupper attended hi* ToyjJ patron in his laid mi. 
tneaitk Being ashed if he wished to confer with any 
ckrgyrain, now that he was on the approach of dentil 
Henry nftsweml. 11 Only willh Cranmef, and pot with 
htm m yet. I will lint repos* myself a little- (he cuuld 
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not bear the thought of dying)* and m [ find EEiysdf 1 
will detenu inm." WllBt the Brtlsbi Hho|i arrived, he found 
him speechltiat, but not altogether mRcmuble, Me a*k«d 
him (ogive him some intimation of his reliance on the 
merit* of liii thlLtmci 1 . The king groped his luml 
strongly s bowed hii bend, ami (spind. 1 Jiy Sils will 
Craiimer WU appointed one of the council of regency 
during the minority of the young Eduard, 

The Usual Consequences of a despotic rrrgu marti fitted 
diLimwlves immediately cm the death of Henry. long 
ils he livid, die firm pressure: of hi a iron liattd had, an 
we have seen, unforced a Jpvd monotony of obedience. 
That removed, b recoil look place in the public mind 
that ™ felt at once in our civil and ecclesiastical insti¬ 
tutions Scarcely had his reiuatnsi been consigned to the 
tomb, when his more Ranguinary laws were iidimgated, 
hh anomalous treason* ami felon is effaced from the 
statute hoaV y and hi* proclamation* stripped of their 
legislati ve validity. The kind's lioot, 11 The Erudition of 
a Christian Man," ceased to he the standard of religious 
orthodoxy; for ihe young prince ami his two uncles, 
and CmliiiluT, hit tticst influential counsellors., were 
strongly imbued with the spirit of ProlesUntism, and 
IihlI determined on separating Rtill further tile I 'liLLrch of 
England from the ( a Eh otic wanhip, But these beucKc kl 
changes were but the bright morning of a cloudy day: 
the public mind was in a state of high ndrcmcnr, 2nd 
restless amliLiiciEt renewed Its otiiragv* again*! law and 
reason, An oligarchy, with its factious concomitant 
succeeded to a dtspotlim: one successful monopolist 
of the power which Henry, by hii will, had equaEly de¬ 
volved upon a council of regency, of not less than sixteen 
persons, followed another to the Bcaflbld ; to-day the 
protector signed the deaih-wtmmt of hit own broths, 

* It k%i l**fi trtatjF duH-frcif hr CliKIHhn,tlut, none Ip BrtUrrrf 

the | ■ 1 jul iwt.riTTij.-j, Kerry lirck sunt i-hHt h *iuMj BlkelU-. IfcaMti 
rrcrtviitf fHv tarmncut jrtonSi ni to the tttrr ulrul inlfln*Vl4Jlm ^ Ole 
dnnun fcwlwtte th mh, he wHIW a Mtm uf hhmicj tm teu»*rt for fan MaU 

piuf# thlli^tiw il |JfuOenE li> lie <Jh ihrc i*ft iktc Crfl IM (^1*7 ^ 
obt 
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to-mfiftuw h* eliarc* Umi brother# fate; a m distant 
day «et Dudley tl w tuccesafid usurper pf tht ytm^ 
prerogitiw*, siuhmg with his life fo r bis law- 
t<s& presumption. All dth white, however, || k consoling 
to observe tli .li the doctrines of die rtfformMioii wen?, im- 
tier the vigilant f are of Grimmer, advancing with a certain„ 
bfccauis steady iwi moderate* pnppnea; And, by the dose 
of iIll- short reign of Edward the Sixth* hail become m 
deeply root liL in the aflkdiiiis of the more enlightened, 
wealthy, uid tiicntv intiuentiii] classes, that diey hive 
to this Jay coiititLLtetl the inalienable patrimony of dm* 
En^hhh people. A brief expedition of the principle* by 
whielt the archbishop and hu isuod^UH were guided p in 
effecting ilthi groat religious revolution, wilj T besittis being 
more suitable ^ our design than a mere chronological 
narrative of each proceeding In which Criuuner w*a en¬ 
gaged in die interval brtw^n the ih-ath of Henry cunt 
the accession of Alary, we thoedd hope, impress tho 
real I it wj th a due con vicuna of their wisdom ami mode* 
ration, Cramneris linn slop waa to petition the new king 
for a licence to continue in the exndfle of his crdesiaatical 
jurisdiction, on ihv ground that, os his areldcpiseopil 
authority wii drrived safely from the crown, i* n«£*- 
^anly urpiml with the death of the granting monarch L 
J he example of tin? rneCrujjolitan wm, ah a mailer of 
course, fallcmal by tin- other prefetch- Bind iJidr depend¬ 
ence on, and their obedience to* tiro wtU of die ckccu* 
tive hy ihb moan* revived and strength encsf 

Having thus piwhtittHl the evil confluences of re* 
fractoty colleague, the archbishop ntx t esiabliahnl a 
royal visitation, chiefly fur the purjuise of enforcing his 
B*ub of Hmll|« p just dun tumpased, and Erasnuks 
imraplirnHt of the New TcslifXH*t, to be read after rams 
In every church on Sundays and boUdjiyfL The object 
to fammoriM die people with the language and in¬ 
junctions of the Ggapel delivered in the vcmavular 

longucp and by that mean* to make die introduction of 
Inuie striking changes in the innerII practices and wor- 
ihip, which bo wtu then maturing in hk own bosom, k*a 
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ikupt and repugnant to tfltablLtheil jn^u£n ^ The 
greatest pan of the ignorant ivnitnoTift ' 1 (we rjucur Hornet, 
tcL li pi y,>.) * c S 6 L'lmi! to L’unhidtrr tlidr priesU u a 
sort of [nu|>k who had such a weret trick of saving their 
nmh m mountebanks pretend in die m rc of tifieutt; ami 
that there was nQtbin^ to he done but to kttttbunidfci 
in the-iir hands, arid die huumess could nol miscarry. 
This w .ls ihe chief imh and lUpjuirt of all that raper- 
ctition which so prevalent io the nation. The other 
extreme was of some corrupt go seller, who thought if 
they magnified Christ much, arid depended on hit merits 
and intc rresrion r they could not periih^ width way soever 
they Zed tlhfir lives. In the Homilies, therefore, espial 
Care was taken to ratify both these errors. 1 ' Eietwocn 
thv*c two extremes LTainner with great address 

and moderation; on the one hand, dwdlitig on the 
boundless merits of Christ's suffering! ; on the other, 
insisting that, to partake of them, repentance and parity 
of heart wort indispcniably necessary* The catholic 
ceremonies wore left untouched, and only the more gro& 
sujMTstitior*!i, Hitch a e driving on i the devil by sprinkling 
holy water md lighting onoie^itad candles, animad¬ 
verted lipm-and fbrbirMem The m of images wu nut 
ytt diwiiragedp their worship alone being prohibited m f 
U contrary to the mandates of Scripture* 

lining tliui cautiously felt Ills way* the primate 
proceeded to lop off, by little and little, the supersti tious 
txp^escencca that had disfigured for so many ages the 
purity and simplicity of die Christian worship, and to 
engraft gradually in their #<c&d those doctrine* and 
ceretfl Lillies which are EtiU the boast of the church of 
England* Orders were tuned to all the bhhojMi to 
abolish, in their respective dioceses, die custom of bear¬ 
ing candies on t'amtK-mfis-dar, of receiving Ashes cm 
Asii Wednesday, and of carrying palm* on Palm Sunday; 
and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was com^ 
tnamled to be thenceforth administcr^l in both Idndi, 
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and in the English language, The inasa # vu, at the 
same time, cylebraled tu usual in Latin j atul far? was 
taken to guard against 0JJ1.n1 rive comments OIL llie catho¬ 
lic belief of the real presence in the euclmiisr, 

A great, progress was th.UA UhabtraRifL^V and mire- 
flkdnfljr mmk in fiivmiir of the BGW ddctrllKSp and 
Craniaa so tar emboldened to proceed with Lit ether 
projected innnvathmB, Awtn of the deep root which 
the ancient worship had when in the minds of the large 
majority of [hi.- iKupta, clergy jh well ns laity, am! of 
the firm I10I1L wliich the embolic discipline Inn] in the 
iwu imiviTsitk*, he cnctroTigvri hy all incansi in his 
power the influx of foreign divines and prufcssor* into 
England, They were assured of a hospitable asylum 
in his own palace till otherwise provided for; and were 
only called upon, in return* tn mi by their knowledge 
und eloquence the common cause of tlm reformation. 
Among the divines and preachers who, in consequence 
of thii templing invitation* flocked lo the arthiepis-i 
copal resilience at Lambeth, the most distinguished for 
their learning, ability, and Mil, were the celebrated 
John Knox, amt Buecr and Peter Martyr, at the time 
beads of the church and university of Stnashurg, 
Kiuzx was Appointed one of the jwy*| chaplains, and 
was licensed and encouraged to preach every where 
throughout she kingdom, haring lmi\ the honenty to re¬ 
fuse a benefice ; fi became/' says Sufpe^ u many dungs 
were wurthy of refofriiaiiuii in England without the 
reformstkn, whereof no minister did or euuld discharge 
his roiiedchec before C 2 -od. ai Bueet, who wis remark- 
alile among theolog nklU for n i&rt of metaphysical acute- 
het 5 t, — or rather* fur a scholastic And diKingunuous f 
subtlety, — was appalnled to lecture ou divinity in 
C ambridge ; while his friend, Peter juj honestcr 


* LnoCT rdkJbrilrJ m high ffivi fut the rrp**t Of til* tool ttf Knnf .i f 
iha dMi fnr mnnlh* bitw L| 

t OurfT UKTUffcC tA^ tar#¥fl|iUp.|r nynfrnki«ii p 11^ Tnilnfciliiijie 
*rx.1 qtiktnrM in fhc church. vmrw h*L hiorp amkirvow irvrrfi ihmiU lv 
UMdLtfwi bright haw 1 nfp^t im both ttdrtralufr Ihr iifrwnrt 

llatU ba-aT .iraU,«iMsn*-M,a C U ^ lo ^ 1^^^ 
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ami bolder mai^ was dec tod to lIil- thralngieid chair of 
the Other urJvtrHty. My these able anil learned mcii, 
the cuntinoitil doctrines of the cucliariji^ freer wi]], and 
jmtiHcaiiau were taught tu the Tiding generation of 
churchmen in EngUmh 

A catechism “ for the singular Profit and Iitstruy- 
tiewi of Children anil Young People/' was Cranmer'i 
nest tnea&ure* In this "tttsy p but nioai useful work, 4 ** 
the erchbishop strongly kiins te eIu- ancient doctrines; he 
teaches dig catholic theory of the body and blood of 
t hrift in the ctkhurisit; u eshorn much to confessions 
and die people* dealing with their posture about their 
consciences ; JH and, contrary to his precepts in the former 
reign, mainlams the divine institution of priests and 
bishops. A much more important work soon followed 
— the Book of Common Prayer, compiled chkHy from 
eIhj EoiiuhIl ritual, which it In the main similar to that 
In u.4? at the present hour, tml which almost inmur- 
dintdy received the sanction of Edward and his parlia¬ 
ment The church of England having now by Jaw its 
awn liturgy, rites, and cejumuiuei* ami its separation 
from die papal communion being thence Iegadatively 
consummated, it only remained for Creamer to win far 
that liturgy tlie sympathy and support of public opinion, 
hi hi« conduct in Elds delicate affair, a* we have pre^ 
nnsed* we shall find much ream to adEiiire hfo tli*cre- 
tion, excellent common kiiec* and knowledge of (Jus 
Spring* of human action. 

It may be stated us a generd rule, that ir is wen dal 
to the permanent sue eras of religious, not less than of 
political, revolutions, dint they be effected with rapidity * 
that ii r that the promulgation of the new doctrines be m 
much in accord with die public aspiration* of the time 
beings—however undefined* vague, ar indeterminate 
the^e may appeal,—tbit they may seem lo he hut Uudr 
echo. \rydiffUm w*a stith-d itk iu birth by the me¬ 
phitic exhalations which for centuries hail polluted the 

w lliiTTifl:,. <w Ikj mil Urf n[«r'ijni wii flp(, ni-*4c ici IaU4lV lauftnt 1 
but fv * i ■ ffU Lit LnoiUtWi] I7 l fjjuncj. 
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religions atm sphere of England; in Ollier words, ll 
was iiol responded to by public sympathy, it w« loo 
much in the van of the general intelligence, it lireaLhcd 
no congenial atmotphere. On the uiEitr hand, it can¬ 
not fail to strike the philosophic observer, that the 
'Try fact of theological mnrji'itionri spreading rapidly 
amottg a rthle people, is a positive proof that lWQtt 
bad little or no shire in their reception. The progress 
of tmtlis, which now appear to be a part of nnr very 
being, was for a rime ulew and gradual. They were 
fimi djtttured and adopts I by a few u* valuable jwm- 
lions to their knowledge. The circle of diffusion becomes 
in rime wider and wider: they are nnw received by 
many because they are the opinion# of those whom they 
look np to; by otlim, from imitation ; by some, because 
lung familiarity makes their evidence appear Intuitive. 
Their reception thus itt time grown universal, -a-nd peems, 
like the acquired percept! nm of vision, to be a primary 
law of our natures Hut this hIowiicm oml gtndujilpes§ is, 
ll k ovjdcntt incompatible with die essential rapidity of 
a great religions revolution, like tlu! which gives *ueh 
celebrity to the reigns of Henry ami hk tintnrdiire mc- 
cwor*. Generations would perish without parrid- 
pating in ilirc hen dim of the reformation, if they were 
not at once made glaringly manifest to the dullest ap_ 
prebtmh-ions of the people, instead of relying on the 
intrinsic truth of its principles and their cousequmt ge¬ 
neral * Inn too tanly, dl thudon* Th h fact could not escape 
the sagacity of the friends of tile new doctrine*. The 
question dun for ill cm van —to facilitate the proirr^s 
of these doctrines, hy planting them as tangibly as 
pwriNr to the cnmtnon sense of the nation ; while the 
rmn and idraurdiuF-fl of the old worship were no less 
forrihly exposed to what mnj be designated the arrtJvmis 
mu lerii lx tiding of the vulgar. To men » ilhtemte as 
our fathers at this lime, it would be a vain waste of 
breath to endeavour to win them to die protectant tenet* 
by comrotmuid sermon* on ihcir i Soviet purity, or hy 
traclis proving with learned logic the andwiptural 
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of liw filth in m\uch they bad been bred up. They 
Kljould be tim trade to M a&I/al die truth d die ooe, 
wijd tee and fret die comapCuma of die utker, Thu 
IWailmi remark* dikt—- 

“ ^WULii I rxiEAnt ail| erii * ifvtnLtia wj ^4 ; 

IflLUO i LI Lit ii( i*/f# HiWtlA ItiSdiL^LP. t ttJLlMl 

ti^l tOA tamJi t ip«ctrterf." 

a PP^ tiuhwlly ; anil the aucress which attended the 
oi t roji in 1; r luhL Ilia a^daiLs proves didT hiiviug 
acted U (xm il The principle thus umted by the povt 
pervidesi Ai tJndr m enures, and m deed nicno&E ail die pit>- 
ceidiugs of the promotem of the English reformation. 

In the former reigti, as we have all read, great 
wrdoua wm mercifully made in exposing iu the 
seneea of the tatiLtmide die pretended inirarleti and pacnas 
tajwBturea of die clergy. The miraculous crucifix, 
the « itooil of Giwe; 1 a, it wan called, which had 
Attracted jjreiitTJitioiiN of pilgrims to Eojdey in Kent, 
and whSah had proved one y f due must lucrative of die 
monL-li Inventions, was taken lo pieces at Sl Paula 
and ihe aevurai springs and wheels by which iho 
head, mouth, anil eyes of the image were made to move 
Ifijraculqindy, according to the payment of die votaries, 
exposed to die public gaze, touch* and rid£ctdo» There 
wit^ a huge imago of our Lilly at Worcester dial was 
luul in great reverence,” it haring perform* 1 on orthodox 
number of marvellous cures of both soul and body. U 
was stripped before the people mil found to be the 
Btetae of a bishop, FJ die which caused huge laughter lo 
ib L - beholden thereon. ' Another famous imposture vras 
difecoverdl at Halo, iu Cilsuntsiddrt; a phhd con¬ 
taining the blood of Christ, taken from bis body at 
JerusalecEi. it* miraculous nature wm shown by its 
becoming invisible to way one in a atote of mortal sin, 
suid continuing so rid tike eriminaJ had expiated bis 
offence* by tnasrc* and offerings. Tito *aer«l blood 
Wiui discovered to Have been the Mood of a duck, which 
was wwkly killed rn private for die purpose by two 
monks in die secret of the cheat; and die visibility of 
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the Hull! wa* found to Expend on running the phial, one 
aide of which w*J transparent, the adier opaque. Hlien 
rich pilgrim* arrived, they were sure to be nhown the 
dark tilde ? and* "having drained them uf all that they 
Lruiijdit with them, then they cunsoled them by turning 
the clear Hide outward, who upon tbit wart hemic very 
well iadided with their jottmey, and the expense they 
hail been at.” * 

By these eapremrts to the eye and touch of she mul¬ 
titude, die feeling of fraud and corruption in their reli¬ 
gious institutions was insensibly reduced, and Use public 
mind prepared far the reception of newer and purer 
doctrines. To lUmmsah KtilL snore the reverence of she 
people for the indent worship, play* and farera were 
frcqucndy performed In die churches, of which the 
invariable Efubject was Use vires of the clergVj and Use 
absurdities nf the e-fttahlisbcd superstitions. The effect 
of tills great engine of ridicule would appear incredible 
to a LLiodeni frequenter of the drama. A seroi-mali- 
cious relish of all je-fcts at the expense of the great and 
the reverend h s part of out national character, and 
waa, in this casCj the more freely encouraged hy die 
friend* of the reformation, because the less ceremonial 
characmr of the protectant service exempted it from the 
caricatures by which the pageant* and mum curies of 
list catholic worship were held up to public Euughtcr, 
Thu* we see the ftcoinioui character of the religion of 
Uic church of Rome, hy which the bound to herself, 
during centuries of intellectual darkness, the dlegiance 
of the Christian world, tended ultimately lo her il%nd- 
atlon and downfall 

Rearing steadily in mind the principle which wc 
have L'EuLL’&vmired to explain, Cmiuser proceeded in Isis 
great undertaking, He knew that it vrm essential to 
the TeawonsMe and iminyaserious character of die new 
religion that ita service dwtid Ik eipieiwsl in dir 
moihcr-tonpu' of its adherent*; and yet he blew — 
such ij the force of sujHcmitious I'^ocLutioti-—thjt tin 
- ]SyFBrr t l L L 311 
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very fact of the maas being celebrated in an unknown 
im preyed dip vulgar with a sense of mysterious 
awe, which, hy a natural illusion, wu* extended to die effi- 
eiacing priesthood. Hit conduct in this difficult? dis- 
jilaycd hia good senac and moderation. lit framed his 
now English liturgy o-ue of material* furnished by Ihe 
Roman HillbL Its uk-rated piety and fliJripli-LTCy fc com-' 
mended it [o the friends of pure religion ; while Its being 
but a translation, In the modicr-iongue, of the daily 
service of [heir altar, couid tint fail to attract to it the en¬ 
lightened members of the catholic eum mu Elion. In either 
rase, the sense* were made immstrant to his purpose* 

A broad mark of distinction being ihtts drawn 

between die new and old worship, without inducing 
[hL akrm pf a raili cal difference* CnrnnHr next enlisted 
the pride of the multitude on hi* gulp, by proclaiming 
their prince judgment lo tie dtp ultimate appeal in all 
scriptural coiitiwemy* Not diet he ever intended lo 
L’Lirt&nU their dcei&ions, for be was too well aware of 
their inrcnnpetency tn come to any; but he knew that 
the permission to every man to freely exercise hk E *pri- 
trate judgment in the meaning pf die $criptimes s could 
not fail to alienate him from a religion which denied 
that indulgence, ami to make him, on the other hand, 
a fiicml to the system of belief w hich granted itm 
maEnr of right. In point of fart, the reformers were 
at this time to the full as intolerant as die catholic* tn 
their interpretations of the sacred volume ; bus employed 
different, though much lew consistent , means of ensuring 
a coh funnily writh their own comment suit opinions, 
AH, therefore, who fancied they were exercising du-ir 
private judgment, when they wen probably only mar¬ 
shalling one set of prejudice* in army against tnotircr, 
favoured the new doctrines. 

The Scriptures being now Ehe inheritance of pvprv 
man, and the right of exercising the private judgment 
in their interpretation being ptotmdgiCed as 4 religion* 
obligation, dip next step for the promoter! of the jt- 
forTUiilioft naturally was the sweeping away all those 
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ceremonies and dogma* of the Roman worship which 
were not kanctioned by the letter or the spirit of the in- 
Kji 3 rt*i I Htidfip- The Virgin T consequently, vu tie* 
prived of her divine hrnujur* z mast of the «iipt* were 
cashiered or tupemnutLiteJ; om*! the terra incognito of 
puiptary expusipol from the map of mu: religion* «u» 
unknown In the prop] Lets, anJ repugnant to the iloctri tie 
of justification. Tin? practice of coofcnfon was left to 
the opinion of each ^private judgment ,J on m efficacy, 
and very *0011 fell inlo disuse. 

Tile KLCratriutii of the Lord** ^tipper can prc^eiru 
itedf the candid mind but under two inierptetotipne,-^ 
ddicr that of the church of Hume, with di itn absurd* 
iti(M; or that of the ZulugEUn divines, with ill apparent 
contradictions to the Tetter of the Gospel Endless 
attempt^ however, were for nearly a century mule to 
hit ujf n kind of middle term which might embrace the 
two u[i[KSHing doctrine*; ami it wm nut till an ocean of 
Mood ap.il ink had been spilt cjiat die Zuiugljnn version 
became* part of tlu? E&gtfih liturgy. 

Though die r- formation was now conhUininatetl p its 
great fosterer's labour* wen? not At an end. The statute 
tmpwing celibacy on the ctei^y was yet uurepeaicd z hh 
wife and tMdrcn were prill exiles, The mjuriige of 
eeck-jxasiIcH was highly unpalatable to parliament and 
die nation ; u> much so, i udecrI, that had tm CntiWa 
private feeling* Tieen deeply involved in the issue* It is 
very doubtful whether the lilwrty of entering Into a state 
of wedlock would be even now enjoyed by the priest¬ 
hood- It -certainly would uut Imve been granted in die 
reign of ElUibetb, or in iliat of her mcetlw; aitrl 
would not havi: been thought of in the cabinet of 
Mary. 

Jn the preamble to the tim bill which* nt the insti¬ 
gation nf the arrhbinljop, wa> brought iuio parliament 
to rrjH'd no much of die law i:.f die Six Article* a* pm! 
hthiied the marriage of the clergy* the intaded h*M s « 
ewre was spoken of as an “fymMxw and tolerated 
and pnpfttul contineucc was rcmimneutkd, as 
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becoming the spiritual character of It ministry which 
coultE noi be loo much ndlctfit from worldly ettib4.rrnR.R- 
marts in the performance of its (turtle*. rratimcr> how¬ 
ler, persevered; and, after much opposition* i nuhse- 
i|Uctit hill received the sanction of the legislnturet ftrij! 
liberty to marry became the right of proEesumE church- 
m 

Tt would hive |jpen eJI for Cntnmer'* reputation 
hid he confined hi niitclf exclusively to the dude* of 3us 
prelacy, fuhL had not but the weight of hh name, 
as patriarch of the church of England, t a the design* 
of factious iiiibdtinu. £i Hut even the good men «f 
thriKe days*” says a hfe writer" on ilietn, ,f were strange 
beings," Where blood and life are or may he in. 
tolvetl in the mu It. ihe canon law prohibits efrr- 
gyroen from having any share in the transaction; 
nevertheless)., such wits the oidibi^np nn fortunate 
facility of compliance with the request* of another*-— 
the brother of the cifmini]* — that he signed the war¬ 
rant for the admiral Seymour’sexecution ^ and influenced 
Latimer to justify the deed in Jt sermon before the Isoy 
monarch. fry TOUT no doubt merited hi, faie~ but 
the minister of a religion of peace and mercy should not 
liove been, In atiy way, his executioner, 

A manure pmE! more questionable,, of winch Cranmer 
Wli die chief agents Was the harsh treatment of those 
preJaret who adhered to the ancient forms of worship. 
The reader r «<3 hardly be reminded of the imprisonment 
and deprivations of Barney then bishop of London* 
and GarUintTp hi shop of Winchester, Tlie unnecessary 
(to use the unities! phrsse) oppression of those vitniie- 
tivie men only created justifying precedent* for ns 
tiliaLLug in Lind when circu[UEtnnce« aftenranls pos¬ 
sessed them with ihe power. Without intimidating 
them, it generated the will and she motive to persecute 
in return, and taught the benevolent the melancholy 
tnithp that the difference between the prelate* of the old 

# TuXPfrfj H-felrf-ra llsitifT nf EjiEliitd. a tiIilaMt Lin>JditJirT o/furioui 
lacf»4iUt rriUt»i.iB|;i, 
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and [lie new church was lesa erne of int^IpTince of ipint, 
than of verbai faith util outward worship. 

Hut iht‘>e were bni slight compared with 

the flagitious peraention* for heresy which ^t^in the 
reputation of t.Tanmcr. It might have been fairly ex- 
[H-cEed from men who bud taken the lead in assorting 
the liberty of thinking with on unfettered eoft&dence on 
religion* and who bad boldly opposed the right of pri¬ 
vate judgment to the iimhority of apes, that they at 
least would reaped that right, and that fciheny, when 
exercised hy others. Above all men* a repugnance to 
tile shedding of blow! for pumlJi of faith should have 
been manifested hy t/ranmer; for be lud seen the tnno- 
cenL led to the scaffold, and hail in the former idga 
assisted in coMgidng to the flumes the fearless asstrter 
of doctrines which he no-w him self heartily espoused- 
Bul thisJ as we hive before observed, was an age of 
religious bigotry, and even the benevolent Cranmcr 
partook of ita persecuting spirit. In the third year or 
Edward'a reljm,, in 1349 * a commission was ipininud 
of which the archbishop was head, to ,s search after all 
anabaptist*, heretics, ami ccnidemneri of the Common 
prayer,” and w hand them over to the secular power 
iei ihc event of tlieir faihog previously to reclaim 
ih. m. Many abjured their errors radicr than become 
martyrs, and csnkd faggots, at *t. Pauli ciro in the 
tmual manner of penitent heretic*- Hut,” says Bur¬ 
net (Hist* Reformation, voL 1 L pul+fj.)j ^ there was 
another of those extreme obstinates. Joan tiocher, com- 
motdy called Juati of Kent, £he denied that Christ 
was truly inrajEkaic of the Virgin, whose flesh being 
jnnful, he could take none of it ■ but the Word., hy ibe 
cun»ent of dir inward man in (he Virgin, took flesh of 
her: these were her words. They took much pains 
about her, unr! had many conference* with her j but 
nhe was so eKtraviguulEy conceited in her aW|| notions, 
that fthe Itireted alt ibey eaid with scorn. Whereupon 
she was adjudged an obstinate heretic, and w left 10 lilt 
secular power* This sentence being returned to she aiun- 
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dl T tlac good king was in nvi*3 to sign iKamint for burning 
her, buE mu lit not be prevailed on to do it; he thought it 
a piece of cruelty, too like- that wlikh tlicv had COodrtBtied 
in papists, to burn any fur their consciences. And, in a 
long discount lie had with sir J, t 'hick, he seemed 
much con finned in diat opinion* Cmuucr was there* 
fort 1 employed to persuade him to sign the wiJTAIlk” 
(l^TiSt m office for fu] aged prelate to a child | j “ He 
argnpil from the law of Most*, by wbieh blasphemer* 
Were to be Stoned: lie tub! the king lie made a great 
ESirii-rence between error* in other point* of divinity 
and thoftc winch wore directed spa j nut El i u apostles' creed; 
that these were impieties against God, which o print*, 
as being iIod*s deputy,, EHight to punish* as ihc Mug's 
deputies were obliged to punish offence* against the 
king* person. These reason* did rather silence than 
satisfy the young king, who still thought it a hard thing 
(« in truth it was) to proceed to severely in surb 
cases; bo he set hi* hind to the warrant with tear* in 
his eyes* saying to Cranmer, that If he did wrong, since 
it was in mhmWnn to his authority* he should answer 
for it to ti-od/' Tliiis drehriLimi of the young monarch 
so alarmed the archbishop that he had the woman 
brought to hi* house, li to sec if he ami Ridley could 
persuade lot but she only replied with jeers and 
taunts at their inconsistencies. w It Is a goodly matter/ 
said she to Cnmner, as be waa on the point of pacing 
sentence on her,, 1|! to consider your Ignorance. It was 
not long ago you burned Anne Arketi for a piece of 
bread* and y tit came yourself soon after to betieve and 
prefer the same doctrine for which you burned her; 
and noatj fonoath* you will need* bum me for a piece 
of Heidi H an 1 1 in the end you wilt com? to believe this 
id*u n when you have read the Scriptures and understand 
them,'' Thfc almost LrresUHtihEc appeal only irritated 
ihc prelate: he delivered sentence against her as in 
obfiinnre heretic, and die burned soon after* A 
few days later Von rams, a [.hitchTOAn, Wte llsO COU* 
signed to tfie Chines for Ari&uism. 
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?udi was the conduct, so monstrously incunsEatent, of 
the great patriarchy of the reformation. Blinded. by re¬ 
ligious zcT-ol, and tlte intolerant spirit of the age, they 
cuntd not see thflt they were furnishing the adherent* to 
the indent faith with a rich armoury of weapon* of per¬ 
secution- It did hot strike them. that If Joan Becher 
and Von Parrifi were guilty in freely exorcising their 
private judgment In interpreting the Scriptures* all their 
eeclcda«lifal innovations, and the reformation itself, 
must, fl Jorihri} foe denounced Ui die In ns I nudarieuTi 
and ildiberate criminality. Hut, it cannot be too often 
repeated,. EIll-W ere limes of unj&rallclcd changes, preat 
exdtoHnL, and intolerance- A mighty contusion had 
shaken society to its foundation h and the moral and in- 
tdlectaal man had nnl yet reasserted himself in hi* 
native equanimity and cleitrriglitednras. Men nSacmlrl, 
we again re mind the reader, he judged by tfoe Htandsjnl 
of their own age alone ; as there in no man hut in a great 
degree take* his colouring of conduct From the habits of 
liii con [eni poraritt nhd Immediate predecessors, We 
are the creature* of circuniatancc and indiaiion ; and 
Imitation* says Bacon, k a globe of precept*. The 
progress of truth and improvement h imperceptible in 
short fieri od *: ao that the habits of thoughtand action „ 
the religious belief, ihr plititil predilections and aver- 
alqu*! Mini opinions of men and book it nf the passing 
events, differ but a ihftde here and there from those of 
the past generations ; and that again run3, like the 
colours of the rainbow, tnsrndhly into die preceding, 
fto one link of the dwin of being, therefore. Eland* out 
promim-11% in advance of tU neighbouring one in either 
murid nr in teller e 11 id i mp rovvincnt; ami though individuals 
may, Ln the chwei, promid gate doctrine* I hat far ocLE^Lrip 
the general intelligence, they mu it wait till that intelli¬ 
gence h A* grown up to them before these doctrines 
become principle* of action. In the mean while* ihdr 
conduct In life assiULilutcs itself to that of their fellow 
men ? however theoretically inconsistent with tlieir private 
■peculations* 
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A great luonl lesson should be the inft'rcneif from 
these reumrlcn—dimity towards the holder of opinions 
dittcrent from our own. am! a hesitation io condemn too 
hirchly the actions ami usages of other dines and drtum- 
sunets. MY teach oiit children to loathe the very name 
of ^ bloody queen Jl ary ;" but we forg?t, at the same 
time, iq inform them* that (hit princea pottessal virtue 
which, in circumstances more favourable to their growth 
than tbo*c by width nhe w*» surrounded from her cradle, 
would have made her a theuie for our warmest eulogies, 
MY teach them to justly reprobate the name of lion tier, 
without informing them* that if that dork-minded prelate 
had lived in our days, his seal would be con lined eg an 
intolerant speech from the bench of bishops, or a decla¬ 
matory pamphlet, or angry diarge against hi* religious 
opponent*; ami that it is not hnprobabtc, chat, If some 
of the Kdescastieai dignitaries of our own times hail 
been his coa item |*or uric*, their conduct would not have 
been less I ntuleran t. We have all read with indignation 
of the burning of Sermoi; we have all seen the oofac* 
of die poet Byron refused a teiting place hi Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey, So doubt the honour of religion ran this 
sole source of the Utter ungracious set; but did Calvin 
only indulge a passion for torturing a fellow-creature: 1 
Cfuiuge the time, the place, the circumstances, and would 
— or ruber sjy T could—the stem reformer of Lienees in 
the nioetcenth century evince his disapprobation of hete¬ 
rodoxy more pointedly ? In a word* then, let us judge 
charitably of our persecuting fathers; and white repro¬ 
bating and avoiding their faults, let ns bless l Widen re 
that wc have been permitted to live En a country ami an 
age of civil and religious liberty. 

The ojurt of the well-taught clever boy who now 
hchl die sceptre had been for some time a scene of con- 
lentians between the Dudley and Seymour fictions* 
Cramner wsu an adherent to the interest of the protector; 
for to him was he indebted for the aid tiff the govern¬ 
ment in erecting tin? new system of public wnnhip. 
There was a reuse thing, moreover* of congeniality of 
* $ 
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disposition In c 11 o two men dm tinged their official in- 
t^raHirw with the Warmth of privAb! friendship. Both 
wvtu well-iittmtLoi^Ht and kind-hearted : Sumcracit, not 
ike irehltidjup r warned that firmTim and tit- 
cLdon of diameter so necessary in times of danger and 
trouble in inert in high station* It w«^ theraf^ with 
reKrei that Qmmm mw hiis patron led to the itvfttd, 
and lm rfral, NorliHiinbcrlBwilp in ]iim j ^[»n of tin? young 
monarth V eontidenra. f 1 P On the of January, | 5M* “ 
writes £4 1 Ward in his journal, Mt the duke of Sootrsd 
hdd his head cut off upon lower Hi LI, between eight 
um[ nine in iht\ morning/* This duke of $oiuersor, 
whose ci*cuti an ii thus u coldly A ml briefly noticed, the 
r™ler is aware, au the youthful journalists fimritc 
unde- 

jfcrdwRni had inherited a delicate constitution from his 
mDElii*r p and with ii cliat precudoKna of talent nme- 
tkiiies muJdemi as indicative of a short career* His dU 
Ike** was now advancing rapidly to its fatal termination. 
Ok] die IJth of June, 155ft, MuiaEogtic, chief justice of 
the l omrnon Pleas, with two of the puisne judges, and 
iIll* attorney aini solid tor general* mdwd a itiinmoni to 
atEond dtp council be the pal sue of Greenwich. t Jn their 
arriril the dying monarch informed diem, dial hie 
anxiety for the Welfare of hla subjects bad induced hint 
to change die order of niccc^ictn laid down hy hkft royal 
father; Elrnt ho had seriously weighed the danger die 
kingdom might be exposed to if hi* sister Min, with 
her jMphli pmiilittbifl, should succeed to the thiop^ 
and the itanger lhat knight follow to the laws ami religion 
of the country- if either of the priuccaset married a 
stranger to both. J be law oEhcen were then ordered 
to draw up a legal imtinimeril, declaring bin cousin, die 
I.idy .Jane Dudley, daughter of Grey, duke- of Suffiilk, 
and wife of a inn of Northumberland, the prime ori- 
pinator of the whole proceeding, heh to the crown. 
After many delay» and expuambtidn* on the part of die 
dtfef jutlu and hit cuilapu« p and reprimands and 
threats from the king and Northmnberfand the in. 
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Kirunieiii estahlMijng a new order of pureeaaiaq wji 
l egally executed. Op d-r June El wan signed hy 

ihe eluricellor, the orchbubtip, judge* g mid [III- leading 
nobility* Crmumer nt first refused the &ancliim of bis 
name to the deed, and argued zeilotaly against it at the 
council anti in private. " 1 never liked it, 1 " he My#, iti 
h 1 a letter to queen Mary, +F nor any thing grieved me 
so much as your graces brother did; and if by any 
means it hail been to have hindered die making of cLljc 
will, 1 should have dfitir it." lie yielded ultimately to 
Kdwirds persona! entreaties- fcl So at length I wm rt- 
quired by the king s majesty himself lo set my hand u> 
Ills will, saying* that lie trusted that I alone would not 
be more repugnant to his will than the rest of the council 
were ; which wonts surely grimed my heart very sore, 
and so 1 granted 1 dm to skilnttibe Ills will, anil to follow 
tht? same; 1 On tin- 6th of July the youthful monarch 
expired. 

The ninc-cUya 1 reign of the young, beautiful, and 
all-accomplished pupal of Roger AedlMtt, lady Jane 
Dudley* followed, with it? fatal consequences to ils inno¬ 
cent victim and guilty author. For the designing and 
unprincipled Northumberland there eati be no pity; be 
juatly died the death of a traitor; but who that read* 
the artlcH narrative of the puppet-queen, but must 
lament dial kite should have been the ill-fated toot of her 
father-in-law 1 * ambition Cmnmetr adhered faithfully to 
her interests to like tjasi hour, tliuugh, as We have seen, 
he had embrace^I them with nluclonee. 

From Miry die archbishop could hope but for little 
mercy ; all that wsj dark and resentful in her story wai 
DtRnoritted with his pome. It wus he that annulh'd her 
mother's marriage, and bad declared herself illegitimate; 
he was the subvene r of her religion and the hear! of the 
new sy*tem of words ip that hail In-on raised in its 
stead; ami he had joined in n cemspiracy to snatch the 
crown from her brow , and wax one of the Ust to abandon 
the fortune* of her competitor: a deep meiw of private 
wrong, therefore, united with religion* zeal in nailing 
a i 
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offence* with the bai'jfti puttisdimci] L Bu c e]jc blow 
Si not fall ill at once: it was deemed prudent to wait 
dll the Tifvf ^ticcn tuu! become firmly Belted oei het 
throne. 

Kitkg Edward was bu riid on the Slh of Augurt* on 
^hich wejsitm Cranuo* officiated nccordiTip eo (he 
ptoEc^Enii e druid, Hu was next day ordered to coirfliie 
hiiavdf to the ardikpiscopaJ palace of Lambeth, and id 
funiiah the council with an imvurory of hii moveable 
po^^sjpM. lie WJLH joined 10 his retirement by iVtcr 
MiJtyPp who bad fled fnej-rn Oxford. J where ihe refunniid 
doctrines had not even yet Eaten mot* and who com- 
^rm«S i he fears nf lie Jirchbiihop, that their joint labours, 
in MUbMiin^ a acri plural system of worship would he 
unproductive during the Tri^n of ilte presdrat monarch, 
Crannur conducted himself with prunt humility ■ mi 
uuecIi bo, indeed, a* to induce bu eriemict to pie out 
'■ that he was ready to submit btinidf in all things" to 
die will of lliE 1 coandl. To add fo bin: BMinVj it Was 
cammnniealcii to him that nm^ had Wn performed in 
Canterbury cathedral wfih bis alleged MhKnt ami per- 
inisNian. The lionent zeal of Peter Martyr fell indi-nuu 
aE llic imputation, and. by hia advice, CraiifucT pave it 
a public denial Tike dedmairion which he drew up on 
thk oceaMoro docs honour, by its boldness, to Ilia ecu rape 
and aftreerily. It stated, ' that as rite devil had at all 
timt s, ret on hi « irujmimcuts by Lies to defame the 
servants* of God, to he was nnvr more than ordinarily 
busy, hr whereju kinp Jlpnry luul begun the comet- 
,n fl till' ibuKiof thf tnasi, which liia *ou bid brought 10 
■ further pcriwllnl,; wid so Thu Ijjnls Stamper KM 
Jtatnrttl to it* bit MlUtiun, tml um ccHnilfli ae_ 
cording m thi? pattern of tin? primitive church: now ih e 
jK<CTii!ittj; io brmtf the hum* i^ain into il» room, as 
bt'inp hi* own invention, h *4 iiimi! hji nome to mve 
ooi that It hail been set up in C’miteiburv h v hi* the 
snitl Crannjtrt, enlrr; mil it «« whi,'th« he hud 
undetfafaii to »in B ™« 1o ,h e qW. ln ,j„, T ^ 
iln fi Edward. funeral «t Sl fan and other pkc« ■ 
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and! ihuogh, for thefe twenty years, he hid despised id] 
sul ti clrcrs and false report j of him H were spruai t nbroaij , 
yet lie now thought it tint. ht to lie under such rtdsrepre- 
jicjitutiuns ; therefore he protests to all the worid that 
the mass was not set up at Canterbury by hi*, the hard 
CruimerV, aider, but that a fawning hypocritical monk 
had don? it without Mur.k«™ ledger; ami for what he 
was *aid to hare undertaken to the her majesty 

knew well how false that was oderingj If he might 
obtain her leave for h f to maintain that every t hin g in 
the cumimmion service that was net out by thdr most 
innocent and good king Edward was according to Christ's 
institution,, and the practice of the apoHtlca am! the 
ancient church far many ages, to which the mass was 
contrary p being full of more and abuses; and although 
J T eter Martyr was hy sonic called an ignorant man, 
he with fciirtt., or Other four ur five swell a* hr could 
choose, would he ready 10 defend, not only their Book of 
Common Prayer and the other riles of their service, but 
the whole din:trines and order of religion ret forth by 
tin? late king as more pure and more agnvable to the 
Word of (loti than my sort of religion that had been in 
England fur a thousand years before it, provided that 
things should he judged hy the Scriptures* and that the 
reasonings on both sides ihuuld be faithfully written 
down/'* 

On die Sth, Cranmer was summoned to answer fur it 
before the einniriL i hi the 1 Me.Es . “after a long atul serious 
■k-huie/' he wts coin mined to the Tower, for matters of 
trca&on against tike queen, anil far diapendiig of scdkioUS 
hills, lie was attainted in die ensuing paiiianimt of 
trcawti, and the fruits of hie, archbEnlioprick Acquretcred. 
The charge of treason was, however, forgiven or aban¬ 
doned, it being determined that he should be proevvded 
against for heresy alone^ 

The rebellion of Wytt produced the usual effect of 
unsuccessful insurrection ; it strengthened die power of 

* ISurnrL—Thit I 10 IJ Ccl Lunn. n tu public] j- rcaJ i*l L~hft4$«l4c *J"I 
* Lrfi here an Uu? ur swfrfcnLbtfr. 
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the ernwn, ami removed the obstacle of public inertia to 
n& favourite mwisurea. With llh. siijipressinn Ue^in 
llioiie burnings and perRecutiunt vrhicEi have entailed 
upon this reign the lasting odium of posterity, ll Was 
now resolved to proceed to extremities with C runnier 
Mid the Other leaden of the reformation. From the 
Tower p where they liad been confined for the laat aeren 
months* tins archbishop, La ti titer, acid lliiLlcy were con- 
ducted to Oxford, there to hnM a public disputation with 
the catholic tlicnlugiimt on the graft flints yf differcnce 
tetwren the two churchy The catholic was then the 
religion of the sovereign: of course the moderator in 
tlic disputation decided ih favour of the divines of the 
*itate worship, Crinmer iktid his issurintLs were declared 
to In- vanquished and contumacious and the huiE re- 
sounded with the criea of tf Vindt vcrUaa. 1 * Jt was in 
vain that they declared to the council that they had 
been silenced by noise \ and not by argument; and that 
they appealed to the jodgroent of the Almighty from 
derision of the moderator The council hearkened 
not to their prayer, and left them to their fate. Two 
day* after the decision a^ainut them they were brought 
before ibe L^mmijuiorieH. and aated whether they Would 
suWribe to the ancient worship. They UNimiEiinusly 
refu.^dp and were condemned an obstinate heretics. The 
usual formalities of the papal code in heretical pTosecu- 
tioEi'i were gone through. CnUUXKf was cited as an 
areh bishop to appear before the pope withio the canon¬ 
ical period (eighty day a) laid down m such occasions, 
ami at die expiration of the eighty days was deliverer! 

imer til* the secular power, lie Was sCeiised of hbun 
pliemy ami heresy for his writings against the Unman 
worship, of perjury for violating hifl 0*lh of Canonical 
obedience, and of i it cun tineney for having married after 
liis vow of ceUtdcji; and was declared to be contuina- 

* fEWiwr, Lis till IHIjt La •Lhe rapiiHl, mti, " 
of i Blurt 41 ki-mEarTon id ill mj lift. 
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etmufi for not having (and b* was b priscncr all iho 
lime) appeared at Ronue d according to die biter of the 
citation. lie was JMJw in hourly expectation of Ilia 
fate — the rather &n I farslmcr and BoOW, whom he 
hud [rf it4.nl with great harshness in the late rcign p were 
At qdrtn * jnm influential pduij jailors. From them he 
onuhl tipcd no favour; tbt ini pluablc hatred rf pub*- 
ml Lai antagonists being h in both* inflamed by ihe reeollet- 
tiuu of pt^mmal oppression. Had titE archbishop been 
at this time led to the scaffold,-— mck was tin resigned 
firmne^ of his uunil r — his name would have probably 
faten spared the stain of his subsequent reca»t*d«iu. 

Hitherto Crammer had duplayed unnunitUnt courage 
in 111» sufferings* and was prepared tu prove his sincerity 
by bEs drath- Hue with delay and suspense came vague 
hopes, and a damping of aeal and courage, brnm tho 
window of bin cell, bo bail seen ids friends and fdlow- 
iibuwn in tiie vineyard, Ridley and Latimer* Tud to 
execution ► 

The cxcnimcmg torment* which they w m mad* to 
endure shook his resolution* Hopes were held out Co 
him that his life might fce ipartd if bn retailed from his 
obstinuev; he wavered p and expressed i wish in have a 
cun fere wee with the Itjgaie, This tit of irriialution, 
however, soon jimsciI over ; and having eX[iHSsaI bio 
regret for his weakness, he wrote a bug letiur to the 
quern in defence of the pratfltuiE doctrines- But Lmr-r 
dine? was well acquainted with that want of flrmne** 
which was. the blemish of the archbbhap’s dutraefer* and 
knew that, having once Imitated, it was highly probable 
ho would hesitate again. Crinmer was accordingly 
told Co prepare himself for his speedy execution. Tim 
intelligence had ira inCended effect j his spirit was broken 
by confinement, hi* courage gave w*y M and death by 
horning primed itself to Kit imagination with ill its 
features of horror. £ix instrumenis. of re c t o rat io n still 
bear witneia to his fl human infirmity." Thun — 

- * *■ Ttwp h*ir idncNra 
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unit tlius the one defect of Trimmer h miml led to acts 
which Id? frequent Mruiain acarcdy atoned tor. He 
now feigned hitEkaclf a reconvert to the Catholic doc¬ 
trine*, and for six week* openly eomkmncd die iS errors 
it f Luther ami Zuinglius, acknowledged lltc pupe* stlpts- 
miw.y, tlirj seven sicfamciits, the cor^ra! presence in 
the eucharistj purgatory, prayer tor departed tmk r the 
in vocal! |J]] of s amU* to which was addl'd hi* being 
*orry for his former fir or* ; and concluded, rx hurting 
all that hud been deceived by his example or docilities 
to return |o the unity of die diureh* And preHesri»tt 
that be had signed his refutation willingly, only for 
site discharge of his cnnstLciice/' * 

Portoiiatdy for the reputation of Cnuitner* tiiese 
huiuilLatiug recantations were licit rewarded by a pardon. 
To Hhiley md Latimer life had been ottered on their 
rcnouudng ihtir 4i heresies ;^ F hut It ms decided in die 
council tJ i j t no recantation should wVe the archbishop. 

IIis political offences, it vm saU, might bo overlooked; 
hut bk off im res agiinst religion required that he should 
suflt-T far die sake of example- A writ for Ida execution 
tu accordingly dispatched to Oxford j and a day fixed. 
But Cnmner with bis tiirnncsA tost hb dignity of mind. 
With die hojiL 1 of a till averting hi* fete, he signed 
mother document, in which be declared he was not 
actuated by fear or favour, and that hi* former reran t- 
atton was made unsolicited]y, for the ei be uf lilt own 
euiiscieuce and die infraction of other?. A totter to 
cardinal Stole,—he knew be need not address l.brdinCF, 
— accompanied this dacumcnL in which be begged ihai 
prelate* inRucnce to obtain Mm a few day*' respite, in 
order thai he might give die world a still more con* 
vindng proof of Mil repentance- The respite wai 
granted ; and Tramner, in A hhth confession* declared 
that In- had been a greater persecutor of the chuach 
than Paul , and that lie wished* like that apostle, lo make 
amends- He could not rebuild what he bad destroyed; 
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hm u the penitent thief on Like cross by the te&tit&ony 
of hi* lips obtained mercy, so ho trusted that he by ihe 
offering of bin Hpc should move the clemency nf die 
Almighty, He waa an offvmhr beyond the pile of 
temporal or etsnil mercy; he had Uwpbrmed At 
jiacrunenlp and had deprived men of the benefit of the 
cneh-amt* To conclude, he entreated for FerRiicness 
from lIll- i*>pe Ami the Ling and queen T and piiy from 
all QiikumL 

Fortunately, ire repeal h for Cranmcrs fame,hi* offence 
agahiit the honour of Mary's- birih had w&ih her in¬ 
exorably resolved wi Isis execution- Hid he been tlieu 
pardoned, anti permitted to eke out hh existence in 
obscurity^ his name would now be a by-word synonymous 
with all ibai Es loathsome in hypocrisy, cowardice, and 
apostacy. He would have been sa degraded in his 
own eyes, that bet could never have ventured Again to 
present himself to that church of which hi; wan the 
founder, but from which the fear uf death hail made 
him apostatise. Again, we repeat, hk reputation is 
indebted to ihe profound hatred of the queen, vrhn, un¬ 
moved by hi* cries for mercy, and liiiicspiTssiffivsof deep 
remorse, ctofred the law m take it* course. 

The -Jifll of Marti) was the day fixed for hi* cxcru- 
tinn. To the Isftt moment, Cnumec tliihg to die hope 
of mercy ; and ufuttnikd when a Spanish friar an- 
iwnnced TO him, on the fate! morning, that hi* hour* 
were numbered, amt lliat he should prepare himself for 
hi* last earthly trial. The friar then handed to him a 
paper, to be read at Ihc alike, as a dying testimony of 
his repentance* It was a summary of his mutiMions. 
Cnnmer signed it ; and having transcribed it n kept a 
copy for Ilift owm use. When tlto friar bad deparl.nl he 
altered his copy, and made it equivalent to a dii*Yow&J 
of ill] his former ahj oral tuns and denials. At the usual 
hour the procession eel forward; ii halted at the church 
of St, Maly, where dm tost sermon t« preached hy a 
I>r. Cole- The archbishop stood on a platform opposite 
to the pulphp according to an eyewitness (quoted by 
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^trype], " the very [wage of mitoW* ** Remom for his 
rcwnt unworthy conduct hid taken entire posaession of 
his bouL Mir face wui hathI in tears, and npns$ed 
,l gre m inward confusion ; h and his eyes were huiun 
timet lifted up cu heaven, now fixed downward on 
earth,. N as one ashamed of himself/’ The khpoo 
hirluj; been concluded, the [ittaflitf called op Cranmer 
to declare bi« faith. The archliidiop then toot nut ills 
paper: all were prepared Tor a repetition of his recap t- 
ation-n, the rather its the menu of his cwirtniop had 
been dwelt upon by Dr, Cole in his sermon* Me wu 
heard with profound attention, till ho "spake to that 
which, he raid, troubled his conscience more than any 
thing he Siad eter dope in his whole life ; which was die 
subscribing a paper contrary to the truth, and again nt 
bis conscience, out of fear of death ami love of life ; 
and when he came to the fire, he was resolved that that 
hand (hat hud signed it should burp tirst-" Me then 
repeated, that his fanner opinions on the papa! usurp- 
ation t amt on thn euduirtat, were those he died in* 
** Upon this there wjta a wonderful confusion in the 
jLSFL-mhlv." Lord Williams called to him to remember 
] i Etii st 1 ] f, and play die Chdathui, fl 1 do," replied 
C runner* wills tcfirs; it w prow foe foir fo daw■inftft ; 
I mu*i now speak lhi a troth* I have been hitherto a 
hater of falsehood and a lover of dmptirily, and never 
before this dim? have I dimaMcd*" He was ionjic- 
dutely led to the stage which had been meted far hit 
execution, oppttute Robot ( 'allege, where he put elf 
hi* clothes in haste., anil standing in hia shirt, and 
without shoes, was fastened with a chain in the Ftttlie* 
Same of (hr crowd urged him Id declare in favour of hts 
former icowtaiimt. He aiisweml 7 allowing Lis hand 
" This ii the hand thus wrote it, and therefore it shall 
suffer punishment.” Fire being applied to him, he 
stretched out his right bond into the Hume, urid held it 
there unmoved (except that once with it he wiped bis 
face) till it was eoMmttd, crying with a loud voice, 
"This hand hath uffendod—thisiu&worthy right hind:” 
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At last, the fire getting Up r be soon expired, never 
stirring or crying out all the while, only kerping his 
eyes fiiecl on heaven, and repeating more than oure, 
** Lord JftUt, receive my spirit V* CranmcT thus 
perished, in the GTtli year of bia age. 

it h hardly necessary to offer additional remark on 
the character of Crunner, u., we |wr»uadr on neWts, Us 
leading features have been sufficiently displayed to she 
render in the coking of our narrative, ilia conEcmiKi- 
TTulea UhlLc ih attributing to him nil the virtues eIlllI 
adorn a private station, I U w m humble and Affection¬ 
ately 13nd to the poor* ever alteniive to (heir wonts, 
peer happy in Tdieving them* To the rich, and power¬ 
ful he is also represented as uniformly ruuitwui ami 
respectful, equally remote from obsequiousnirh* and, 
what has been counidcivd ^ knit unusual in men of his 
rank* episcopal arrogances In the mildness and yield¬ 
ing gen lie ness of his teill [Nl‘r r pud in tile n vicious fn. ble- 
nessea" to which the excess of tht>se exnDffit quali ties 
invariably leads, he very much resembled Philip >lrtonc- 
then- Like that amiable man, too, he wanted the 
enthusiastic confidence in ihe goodtiesfl of hie cause 
which spurn* die aid of unworthy expedients, and Flilt- 
Less tv pars Ilea its straightforward course hi ad ti lcll-h and 
seasons. Thu here the resemblance ends* Ciufficf 
poK&etised neither the gemus nor the learning of the 
German dlColggim ; and though naturally a* candfcil olid 
truth during, did nut exhibit the B*mc ingenuous huuy- 
■ocy sn troubled waters. The Lrtich ij, the very vinaes 
of liis ehimetcr united with its defects in unfitting him 
for lush stations ilk times like those which il Was his 
fate to live in. 

He ffii wnstitusicmiiliy wdd«l to peace and quiet¬ 
ness; and want Lug, a.si we have seen, firm lies* and deri¬ 
sion of ptzrpoKj, ami the higher and sterner elements of 
moral gmcnoj, was too glad to embrace rejnobt from 
toil and danger upon almost any terms. Hence we may 
conclude Chat, had his lot been Confined hi private life, 
bis conduct would have been uncxcqUionahly amiable,. 
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and himself universally respected; and hwwe wp may 
aho affirm, that under tin circumstances could tic m»c 
b mb a great mm. As it is, wc pity much more thm 
s» condemn him, and wltlingly stmt our eyes on W* de¬ 
fects ami errors, when we rteoUwt his cruel death, and 
hie services in aid of the reformation. These it is that 
have snatched his name from oblivion, or from indiffer¬ 
ent, perhaps contempt, and that, in the teeth of uuitu- 
aliv Admitted facta, hare kept alive a controversy on die 
rei merits of Ida diameter. By our own zealots he is held 
up to our admiration, ** the most gtpriaa* and faultless 
mirtvr of the Church of England; hy the Itominists, 
his name is brundsd with dory epithet of meanness o ml 
incoondtney: as if, in this most alsuid logomachy, the 
character of ihe reformation, or the gospel purity of die 
rival crerils, were to be determined, or for a moment 
arti-cted, hy die conduct of individuals; and as if it was 
not among' die most wonderful of die dispensations of 
Providence, which “ out of evil seeks to bring forth 
jsmnl." that it has vomctiinc* Wn pleated to employ the 
guiltiest instruments in effecting its highest and holiest 
purpose*- 


WILLIAM CECIL, LORD BURLEIGH, 




William Cmil 1 , descended from an indent and re- 
fumilv, w bum at Bourn in Lincolnshire,, in 
the yew 15 SO.+ Both hist father and grandfather held 
Ii-lhi-. mlt ilIj^l* appointment! under 11 ■■ 11f y VIIJ, HU 
father wns master of she roki; an office, In clmt age, 
of oorddeniViv cliMratkn, During hi* early nluca-. 
titm. his progress either nL^rhiTi|.■; remarkable, 

yr has been overlooked by hi* biographers, amuM she 
splendour of this succeeding tnniutkni; for we are 
merely informed, that he rtttfrrd ihe first rudiment* of 
learning at the grammar schools of Grantham attd Siam- 
foril.j But at St. John's cdJcgp, t’ambcldge, to which 

he was Rmpml in the fifteenth year of Ilia uge T he gave 
strong indications of the qualities calculated to rsE*u him 
to future eminence* He vufferetl tip im^nlarity to in¬ 
terrupt Liv pursuit*; and weaned resolute to excel his 
feDow-«jnulen« 7 by the certain means of Incessant appli¬ 
cation. That bo might daily iler&te wrcral hours to 
study, without any hazard of interruption,, he made an 
AgTt-emrht with the bell-ringer to be colled up every 
morning at four udnch The sirength of hU constitu¬ 
tion, however* did not camspood will* the ardour of 
Ida mind ; for* in amseqitenc* of much fitting, without 
proper intervals of cxerristv lie tfrtitaittcd a painful 
hicuou? in his legs; and though subsequently cum! of 
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ihh distemper, his physimna considered it *a- I prm- 
ci|wl cause of diat in vctetztc gum which embittered die 
Utter put of Id* lift* * 

Ills ifiilglktig&hk industry soon led to a proHcUmry 
which drew on him die particular nodee of his teachers. 
The master t*f die college nicxmniged liia perseverance 
by OLtasioiiaJ iurtKimjtt hut bin am hi don seems us have 
required no such stimulant. He began, af sim^ io 
,P«l in practice the method* then usual Ilf acquiring 
literary celebrity, by delivering ft public loefour*. His 
lifEt tuple was the logic qf the achools; butj, ibrre year* 
afterwards, be itimued to rummnit on the Greek \m- 
guage. which bad hitherto been cultivated with more 
c^Exoew than fmccra. Ho wu iftmvuila ambitious 

nf excelling M n general lobular j a.l1rl SRCcmivdj 
directLd his industry to the various branches of litem- 
tore then cultivated at the university. £ 

VHicn hi' wfl.i supposed to have laid a coffidmt 
fonmlatiqn of useful knowledge, he was removed from 
the univcmty to O rays Jni* where be applied Mmidf 
to the study qf the W r , srith die some me thud end in- 
du-try as he hid oltserted st f:ambriitge. Ik found 
h iHure also for se veral colkter.il pumrits; the a [Ltiq Ulrica 
of the kingd.ui!, and mnre rspcda% die f Pedigree* and 
fortunes uf die mm distinguished families, occupied 
much uf hia attention; and such was Ids pr^re* in 
diL;st; pursuits p Utat no m*n of bis time was accounted 
amofL- complete adept in heraldry, f This specie of 
infonmljon, had lie adhered to thq drathiutiuEi for ilic 
htr r might have btn of Si tile mi Jit v ; but, in his career 
of a statesman, it often proved of essential whuim. 
Itii practice was to record with bis pen every ihiu«- 
worEhy qf notice which occurred to him either tn 
n^ihag or observation, amazing OiU information in the 
most methodical manner,— a singular example of dtli- 
gcnce, which is ntfentiubd to posterity by rollntiDi» 
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«f liis ntaflURmpt^, still pm c yi wl in many public mtI 
private libranc?. While, from ilii* practice, he drriml* 
besides other advantages, an uncofum facility in com¬ 
mitting bin thoughts to writing, he neglected not to 
cnldrate ati armmpHshnient htill t mtt essential to his 
111 [coded profession,— a midy and graceful enunciation, 
Jiy frequenting \annua compnEkica, and entering into 
free dkctaskm, he burnt to expire himself with tut 
and cmiliildire j wijile the extent of hi* information, 
mill iho soundness of bln judgment,, prevented his fluency 
from degenerating mm dedamatiatt. 

These actfutaitjons, united to a singular industry* 
must have raised him, at an early period, to great 
eminence in his profo-aion, had not an incident, which 
introduced him to the notice of Henry V|tL r soon 
diverted h ja attend on to a di 0 hx±)t career, Cecil, having 
accidentally met, in tilt presence chamber, wiiii two 
Irish iiriisLi, who had come to court m the train of 
O Neil, their chieftain, bappetieil to enter into nn argu- 
tnrjit wadi them ort the pope* MipreEniey, £if which 
[Imy wiie zealous abettors ; and, by Mi superior know^ 
leslge ami fluency r to hfiiiLd Eds antagonists, that they 
Ijcpan En vent their uma«y feelings in violent ciprcs- 
aiona. This contest was MTuliietd in ELatin ; and the 
particulars of it having been reported to Henry, the 
monarch, pleased with this indication of talents, and 
mill msirc mih the ouMwfbl refutation of the pope's 
luprecoM^ desired Eo ^ the young mm ; ami, Its the 
coura- of a lung amyetaatioft,, ooncmnl so favourable 
an opinion of his abilities, that Jie resolved ia take him 
into Ms service, and dimtrd hh father (the master of 
the robe?*) to find out an ofiic® which might *uit him. 
As no suitable aiiuarion huppciktl to be vacant at the 
time, hsa father pitched on the reversion of the retfo* 
hnrTru^p in [he Common Plcii>, whirfl way tradily 
panted. f 

hrom the time of this introduction at court, winch 
happened within the first year of liis attendance at 
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(inys Inn, and in the twenty-second year of hi* age* 
though Cecil still continued his application lo (be law, 
hia mind appears la have been more intently iised un 
political advancement, A very prudent and honourable 
alii ari ce, which lie tills year contracted by marriage, 
proved an effectual channel to future preferment, Iei- 
tltnlu roil by his fathcr-iti-law, sir John Clicko, a man 
of great respectability and inluciiRj to the ear! of 
Hertford, maternal uncle Eo like you tig prince fid ward. 
and aJtawudc better known as duke of Somerset* he 
wan enabled to cultivate a cwimeetion which, in a few 
ytare, deviled him to the highest offices.* 

About llie com[iLt-uccmccLl 0f like reign of Edward VL 
he succeeded to hti office of custom brevsum, which 
brought him it revenue of Li-10/. a year* equal to more 
Ihatt 1000/. |n die present &£e. While this Accession 
to bis fortune placed him ltk Comparative affluence* and 
enubk-d him to prosecute his plans more at a new 
family connection, whfch he fanned About the mmt time, 
opened to him like fairest news m royal patruiiAge- 
]1 lh first wifi: having died ill like second year of their 
marriage, leaving him a sun, lie now married a daughter 
of dr Anthony look* the director of the young king a 
studies, a g«rdemiu who derived from bis rituftttaii 
an influence confirmed hy his talents and virt.ua* t 
Few men have more directly accelerated their rise 
by matrimonial allumco than Cecil; yet such were 
the excellent quallt'es of hbi lady, that we might 
euciGiiler hi# Attachment to her I he result rather of 
personal affection, than of a view to political advance* 
merit. 

Ills preferment kinder the new reign was not neglertcd 
hy Samcm-I, ic whore friendship he was reriHruiiuiideii 
by various cireiiniRtaneei While ins talenta and am- 
aunniutie applioitkiik tendered him moat useful to any 
one placed at ihe head of affair*, hl«i decided attiiehmcajt 
to the reformation gave him at (bis period a particular 
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claim to pulhtkc trusts* The protector p ei^cr to extend 
hk popularity by accelerating iEi»m> changes In rdlgkiij 
which were now bo genermUj desired, committed ihe 
ihpimneutfi nf government to the hands of such a* were 
I; tiown to be firm dvsCxtH of the reformation; md, on 
ill Lis occahkn, lie created ("cell m its hr of the reqocsii,, 
—- appointment of iniht and distinction.’ 

lu die litter prt of ihe Fame ypar, the young nates- 
rnan attended hi& patron in lbs espeditioti against Scat- 
laml, and was present it the battle of Ffnk«j p where 
the wins of .England proved m decisively victorious. 
Here he very narrowly escaped destruction : a friend* 
observing a cannon di reedy pointed at linn, pushed him 
out of its line, and* in the very aet T had liis own arm 
unfortunately shattered by the lull. + iced, with Ida 
usual diligence* wrote mu account of ibis expedition* 
t>n returning home* he enjoyed varioui advantages for 
proM-fiJtJiig his views at Mint, ami hi* wrr* Well 

calculated to second hi* opportunities. The insight into 
the diaractrni of [hose around him, which he derived 
from careful halntJt of observation, enabled him to nssiE 
his behaviour to persons and circumstance* ■ and the 
pnnkn i reserve of hi^ c»n vernation, Joined to a perfect 
coinoianil of temper* preserved him from tlmsc impru- 
dctKcs which w> often liar l!ll way to promotion. He 
applied Jiimudf ti> gain the entire confidence of Somer¬ 
set ; and having unrestrained ace l-sf to the young prince* 
bath from itie* friendship of ihe prelector, mod the situ^ 
ntUm of hy fatherdrulaw r ho quietly acquired the 
esteem and attachment of Ed ward. Somerset readily 
listi 1 1 k' 4 tq the folk'itatiorij of his nephew in Ik-half of 
their mutual favourite, and* in tlic following ymr s p 
Tooted Cedi to the office of secretary of slate. £ 

With a rapidity proparliotLed to his merits and his 
add reus* Cecil had now attained one of die higher 
Etations in the government; but hli continuance on thia 
envied height depended m much m die conduct of 
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that the must consummate prudence on his part 
could not render him mine. He* ilsu, was drawn 
along in the fall of hi* patron* which sdoIe place m little 
nmre chjui a Jr tax. Srmyerfiet sppclrt to haft been one 
of those unfortunate nwn > whose ertOnt pio e fcafl rather 
from weakness than from tw, nml whose good Inten- 
liotyi are perpetually counteracted hy a lamentable im- 
pEudcnce, A mbi t lull* , rather iW qunh fied io gotem* he 
hail taken ailTantapL- of his popularity to in his 

own jKTwn* the whole powers of the council of negeoev, 
iy which Henry, by hl» will, hail fntranlcrf tire govern- 
roent; and though he showed Etc* inclination to abuse 
hfo authority, yet he displayed his scomduMy with an 
offensive DsteutaEinn, A profusion and magfiiflccnce, 
which might have *ervi-.l to increase his influence, con¬ 
tributed, by bin imprudent management, to ruin tltii: 
popularity which he *o fondly ouirfttL While he toe 
Cttgefiy grasped at wealth to support bis expense*, u 
fortune which be suddenly amassed made his integrity 
S4wprcieil; and, on bit. pulling down Jievctsl churches lo 
procure iiioee splendid EiiatErtals for erecting his palace, 
she act was reprobated qj sacrilege, ami Kin impiety tc- 
garb'd with hnrmr, Even the bent intended measure* 
oftFEy became, lit liU unskilful h&nds^ ihc source of now 
calami tics. By his rash and ill concerted mtmipEs lo 
redress tht fc grievances of die common people* he not, 
only provoked the nobility, but led the inflamed minds 
of the people ihemieit'et into excises, which he was 
afterward* obliged to repress by severe military execu¬ 
tions Hll popularity BE length, became «yj much re¬ 
duced, that the other nveiubcm of the council of regency, 
wlimn be had stripped of their just authority T ventured 
to attempt bin overthrow ; and, by a wcEl plumed eon- 
s pi racy, mmwded in com nutting him anil his principal 
adherents In the Tower, 

i isc chief actor in ibis pint figiunm ft;rnier*tt WAs 
thr caA of Warwick, S,™ to Dniiley, enfunouft 
iwl of Ilfliry V] 1/s fitorlion*. Wmrfck inherit'd M 
ihu aviric* .mlWtbk-airtssof hU&ther; ,mlheEng jkm- 
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sl^E of talcnl* both for anti w at? he procurt-i: tW 
patronage of 1Ivory Vllt, who could readily overlook 
huaEitdiiy taint contraeEeii in executing the luam Lulu 
of tyranny. By die favour of that muu.pxch, Dudley 
wm Actesritdy raided to the rank of nobility, created 
an admiTt], and ajijvunred a member of the council of 
n^cney. Vet, inflamed with an ambition which no 
subordmaEe honours could satiate, he looked on (he 
minority of Edward a* a favourable opportunity for 
engraving die chief direction of the guvtmment: and 
only delayed Ilia attempts tiiitll (he increasing unpopu¬ 
larity of Somerset, eo which he contributed by tivt-ry 

art, ihuuld ensure their tecumjdishinrnt* Succeeding, 
by the «c*|riraey winch he had planned, to die power, 
though nut eo die title* of the protector, he surrounded 
the young king with his crcntiirea. compelled the council 
to submit eo hw dicULH, and jimiwlril to secure hut 
^wendnney by new aequLHitions of fortune and rank* 
The Ease carl of N'orihundierfaEid Iwring died without 
issue, and bis brother haring been juiai tiled, thk- title was 
now extinct, and the evtate vented in the crown. Warwick 
procured a grant of these large possessions, and made 
himself be created duke of Northumberland. 

The view* of tlals new ruler did not long prove adverse 
to Vital ; for ± after haring been detained in the Tower 
about three uioirEbn^ he was dischargi*!, anil again found 
li b nwlf on the road to fortune.. Northumberland* though 
awed by the pre vious popularity of Somonwt, entertained 
little appivlu orion of his talent*, and justly calculated 
ihul hi* pjiEtUani might be weaned hy new pro^tecE.. 
from their attachment to so feebler a leader. In Cecil 
he pertflrai (he double advantagE of influence over the 
young Ling, ami of an uninterrupted application to 
imulsu 1 ^ while other* wasted thrir time in cabals and 
intrigue^ Awai?* also, (bat with Cedi ambition wo a 
pmluminant principle, while his prudence was such as 
to divert him from nil dangerous schemes, Northumber¬ 
land might tippet that (Hh HtJtiMiuUi would be faithful 
to I hose i m in cilia tel v possessed of power, and would pre- 
n 4 
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fw flit pmpect of present B^Midisefitent to the Forlorn 
generosj sy of adhering to the ruined forlencs at Somerset, 
But whatever were the view* of \DitliutnberIain^ t'ectl 
wsfl ? by lii h means, again appointed secretary of sfAte; 
and* receiving the honour of knighthood, was admitted 
into the privy council.* 

This sudden n-Wse and subsequent elevation, by the 
enemy of his M patron, have exposed the moiives of 
Cecil to suspicion, h has been illepcfl, that lie had a 
secret understanding with Northumberland even before 
the fall of Somerset* and that hi* now preferment wa-s 
the rennl of his treachery. Ikt while no grounds are 
produced fur theae accusations* the events which they 
are adduced to explain seem otherwise sufficiently ac¬ 
counted for. In joining Northumficrbiad, Cecil nbin- 
ilcincfl hone of hi* principles; for die same mca$ufc*p 
both in regard to religion aJid politics. Were now pursued* 
m under the protector : and if his conduct* in uniting 
with the decided lliettty of his patron, he thought little 
conflisEeiiE with honour nr generosity* he only acted a 
part which Somiml himself sjwldy imitated. Nor¬ 
thumberland h having completed she degradation of bin 
rival* by extorting from him a public COnfescEon that 
he 1 1 in I been guilty of rahnaia* folly p ami indiscretion, 
accouriMil him now ^ little formidable* ihiit he ventured 
to affect the praise of generosity, by restoring him* not 
{inly tfl liberty, lint to hli seat ilk the council* Stmicrwl* 
a.1 mean in ad vend tv us. L^ttmtiitioua In li better for¬ 
tune, gladly accepted the boon ; and* after all the indig¬ 
nities which lie hid tiudergmic, consented to give h\s 
daughter, lady .fane S vmrmr* in t&inilge lo lord Dud¬ 
ley; the *an of his adversary. 

But the ambition of Northumberland, and the indiu- 
crctton of Sa mti a il * soon converted their external ip- 
pcirtnirs of amity into more fatal di ksi 1 nsionfl, AI though 
the lain proli'Clnr, by his imprudence alii! Want of spirit* 
hud b ecome much degraded in the public cm Emit Jon, 
yet* in the day of his ImmiliaLion* she envy once Mt 
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(nwjinls him fulnuSod into a better feeling; while the 
pride slid ambition o f his rival foiled not to excite 
emumlmble odium* I] is revising popularity Awakened 
Lhfc jealousy ot" Northumberland, and his irutt^creiioiij. 
ere lung, afforded a pretext for his destruction, \VWe 
the mortificationa which he had estperitTic^] could not 
fail Eo rankle in tiis lK«iiim ± \m Crafty ftnta£OtifaA endea¬ 
voured to goad him on to fonie r^ih and criminal enter- 
prise, Thu creature* of Northurn berland , who yarned 
his cotHi ilence to prcrijiiEmc his min, first in Harnett hrs 
resentment, am! then caught his hasty expmrsiotis of 
revenge; ihey sugge*!#*! to birn phikis for iuimrreeliwi* 
for os&fiSitmEing NorthUmbcriahd, and then dhtdored 
them as arenwitirmii against him. Whew a sufficient 
number or *uch charges had been aecimmlaEcdp 'Sosncreet 
was suddenly nmsked; tried before a jury of jsci'ra, 
EUtiotig whom were Northumberland und wiin* of his 
principal enemies ; found guilt j of a capital crime ; and 
W* along with several of hia friends, to the scaffold. 
The part which Cecil aetpd, during ihese renewed 
calaEEikties of hi* early parrot^ seem* more reconcilable 
to prudence than to gratitude. It ]>, kjJJ^ dint when 
Somerset, some time before hce □m i st J sent for him, arid 
com muni rated to him hit aiiprehrEisiun^ the temtatry, 
instead of suggesting any means to avoid his impending 
danger, ci'lillv replied* £i Thai if lit was muoctiu H Eke 
might tru»t to lh.it,; and if he were otherwise, he enuld 
only pity hikii/'* Pity, indeed, if he really felt ll s was 
all that he bestowed ; for U does not Appear that he in- 
teqiflred, either puhlicly or privately* to avert the dint ruc¬ 
tion of his former patron. And when we consider the 
diameter of SjnnuraM, we iiirntt slkkW tlksat such mi inEcr- 
poaiiiod would have been as imprudent as it was Ifketv 
to be unit ailing. TE»e weakness and imsMim uf this 
nuhlenjiLii were such, that tin depemiaice could be placed 
on lii.H executing any scEteme proposed for his safety ; and 
us he was surrounded by spies who in titillated them wives 
into his confidence, any beneficial intelligence comma* 
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ideated to him, could scarcely Wc failed to reads his 
inveterate adversary. In these circum stances, Cedi* by 
attempting the preservation of Somertet, would hi urn? in^ 
cuiml an imminent hnrajduf sharing in bin ih^cmciioiu 
Without benefiting h Es patron, by would probably have 
lost IiLh fortune, Isis Liberty, or his life; leaving behind 
him only the praise of unsuccessful generosity. 

Jtuc vr be [her ire respect his prudence* or censure Ilia 
ingratitude on this occasion* cannot hut applaud his 
cornluet iii^c u minister. While the court of England 
teemed with cabal*, which occupied the Inees&mt alien- 
tioEi of the other public ittto* the sMretiry was, diligently 
employed in executing bii oBkH duties, sod in debiting 
schemes for tile discharge of the public debt, or the im¬ 
provement of commerce, There still resnsins a complete 
statement uf the king's clrbtB in the month of February, 
155!, printed from a manuscript drawn up by Cecil, 
and which must have comprehended the whole of the 
public responsibility at ihat period* since neither the 
debu nor die revenues of die king were aa yet separated 
from tliose of die nation.* 

Aei important change, effected about lhi» time in the 
commence of London,, is also attributed to hit counaek. 
Tlic earning trade of die north of Europe, and uf Eiig- 
liimE in particular, had hitherto been engrossed, almoat 
eiclnsiveljj by the merchants of the IJan«e Towns. As 
eIi.lt foreign intL'rcou me t conducted through this channel 
was found particularly productive to the revenue, it be¬ 
came an object with ou? monarch* to promote it to the 
utmost - f and with this view, Henry ILL induced a cum^ 
pHiy of those mtTcban la to stittlE in England* by the lure 
of a patent containing various privilege* .exempting ihem 
from the heavy duties pahl by other aliens, and [dating 
them Wirljf on a footing with natives. This corporation 
was called, fmin their place of reaidcnct?, the merchant!! 
of ihe Stod-yudj, and effectually excluded all rivals from 
« competition —other foreigner* by their exclusive privi¬ 
leges., and die English hy their superior capital ansi skill, 
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They continued, actonlingl;-, from the lime of their »t- 
to engross nearly the whole contitirntjt] tradr of 
England* Their CtUlliaerd; Was ulvAcrta^y io die ti_n- 
tivei, u it ofcmil a market to their prodnee, and induced 
them to drvote (heir labour jtud capital to tgrunltim and 
mnnufactuna j hut it wm attended, in die eye of the 
pohlLCj, wkh various disadvantages. The gains of each 
individual, w|m partook of thin monopoly r were ipju. 
rtndy greater thim those of the natives imgigrd In agri¬ 
culture, mtnnfactmtv or internal commerce; and (he 
collective wealth of three foreign merchants was doubly 
conspicuous from their resilience in one spot. The jea¬ 
lousy of the English WHS strongly excited. They com, 
plained that the natives hud hut toil for their portion* 
while strangers ran away with ill the profit. Resides 
tl) pm? imaginary evils, this mode of carry tug on trade 
was attended with some real fit solivantages As It was 
chiefly conducted by foreign vessels and foreign aamwo* 
it afforded Jittf e accession to the maritime strength of die 
country : a circumstance which., on the breaking out of 
a wur p was felt as a sennnii evil. Moreover,, these Trier- 
clients, on realMng a fortune, were opt to depart, ond 
transfer to their own country that capital which* in the 
hands of natives, would have improved tb L - nail,and accele¬ 
rated the industry of this realm. The native merchants 
bud often remonstrated against the privilege of these 
foreigners; hut Cecil scenui to have I we n the flrat mi- 
nistcr who effectually Moais A to their complaints, In 
consequence of his representations tn the council, live 
merchants of the Steel-yard were deprived of their 
charter* aitJ sabjected to the some impositions os other 
aliens , 4 

From this measure, as ir was speedily followed by a 
large in erase of the shipping rnd foreign commerce of 
England. Cecil has derived much reputation ; yet, Lt is 
but too indicati ve of the unacquaJnEaiiice of the age with 
the principles uf trade. To abrogate the (Utmopoly was 
a measure of evident prcprieiy, in u mudi as* lie oil 
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muno|Hriit*, it tcmlcd io limit the extent of eommemnl 
iteaJiFigWj obliging our countrymen io sell tlttlr cothibcn 
dities gOEiicwhat lawe^ ami to pay for foreign articles 
aOTuewhur higher than they would have done had the 
competition been open. But h in what way ought this ir¬ 
regularity to have lm remedied ? Not merely by can¬ 
celling the privilege*! uf the Steel-yard merchants, and 
subjecting them E m the snine extra duties its, other fllietLb, 
hot by putting all merchants, whether natives or fo reign, 
<m a, fouling of rquaJily Sudi a measure would. it may 
he alleged, hive minted the rise of the native merchants, 
inferior in they ditm were to foreigners in capital ami 
experience: hut lit this, as in nil other tastn, ihe course 
which industry a cut capital would of ihem&clvtTi have 
taken, would hate been the most advantageous to all 
parties Our merchants,, confining them wives for a 
reason to the inland trade, it would have expanded more 
promptly, when our foreign traile abjorlied little of our 
pecuniary means; and the Utter also would have fallen 
ev entually into their land*, in wrs^qucnCG hot of acta of 
exclusion, but of the virions wlvon luges pM&cswd by 
natives over foreigners 

But 1 1 ad Ci'dlj or any other Ktziramiit in that age, 
attempt*! to admit foreigner* on the footing of natives, 
be would have been represented by public cbmour as 
aggravating the evil which he professed to remedy. The 
ilisad vintages under which (’ceil LdKHimi arc apparent 
in the fate of EmuLhcr project* which he entertlinid for 
the benefit of commerce* A* the mean* of conveying 
mercantile intelligence- were in former limes extremely 
defective^ and the regulations for levying the revenue 
were very imperfect, It was usual to fix by law a staple 
or regular market, for the chief commodities of a eouiitry p 
ami oblige all its inhabitants to convey them fhilJicr for 
bale. Foreigu tuuf chant* might thus reckon on a regular 
in at ke^ and government had the best opportunity of 
levying its imposts hoth on exports and import*, The 
staple of our wool, and other chief articles of exportation, 
wa* fixed by tn early act of parliament iu certain towns 
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of England* but was afterward*, in rise reign of Ed- 
ward lUrj wholly removed 1® Calais, which a! that pe- 
Tied came into our possession.* It was thence tnirtuferred 
to the tlourUhinj; buj distant port of Antwerp, where It 
slill rtmalELiHl in the reign of EiEwnrd YL Cecil, per¬ 
ceiving the infinite disadvantages so which tike export¬ 
ation of England was subjiTtcd by dds relation, pro- 
pored in alxdith the «tap]c at Antwerp, and, as a far 
mure dem ruble sub? clime, to ojien two free ports in Kng- 
land ; one at Sou tlmm pten, ami another at JJulL A paper 
is ntiU exlant, rontainfrig' the whole of this scheme clearly 
digested, exhibiting dip argnmenU in its favour, and rts 
fu[ing the clijeclimu hy which It might tic opposed* But 
hi* colleagues in office were too little ad run ml in mnu 
tiiDrelal know]edgc\ and to® much engrossed with state 
intrigues, to perem-p the advantages or concur in die 
execution of this project, 

Cecil, sis the trtrart time, dill not neglect to cultivate 
tine ftiiac hment of the young king. Tliat prince. whose 
didgenre, knowledge ami dberetinn. far exceeded his* 
years, scemv to have been particularly delighted with a 
man so eminently dhiingubhed for these qualities. 
The secretary was admitted into hia inmost rernridunce, 
end Wl£ luppcfid to have had no small share in the pro- 
due Lions ostenjibly attributed I® E'lward* U is Mild 
that die princes* Mary, ois receiving a letter from her 
brother, exhorting her to abjure the mors of popery, 
could not help exclaiming as she read it, Al Ah ? Mr. 
CedTa pett has taken great pains hw* ,P Yd he never 
employed Ids aacenihncy over die young prince to pro¬ 
cure oxrrc tagani grants^ after die example which hurl 
been set hy Somerset, Xordminbi'r'l'aud, and the other 
courtiers Awixe dial a fortune accumulated hy such 
uiLiLns Always exponed ihe jwssittsor to envy, atuJ might 
]iriili;ilj]_v. in these llt^Cttlixl time?, he die cause of his 
destruction h lie preferred the dower but mure secure 
method of acquiring wealth by the economical manage - 
ineut of hii regular salaries Ely hli appointment a* 
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dgancdJrt of tin: order of the garter, hi* income now 
iccei (fed an julditi an of i tittoM marks a jwr ; and it 
appe-a-ta that, after \m father 1 ! decease, he also held the 
post of master of the robes-* 

Soon after this awession of honour and emolument* 
he found liiwiMrlf exposed, by bis official dtuniiciB, to 
ilon^Tu which all hi* prudence kcmtumI inmfBeien to 
teen.. The you rip king, wlio f by _thu extraordinary 
virtues irut accuiaphjihments uf bis early youth,, but 
taught the tntioii to look forward with Fond expectation 
to hl» more mature jein, bcgaiJ to exhibit iudubiuible 
symptom* of jl rapid ileohnc. Amidst tbe alarm which 
thi! unexpected calamity diffused, the shtHtloua North¬ 
umberland began Ed meditate more daring plana for the 
confirmation of hi* power, and even undertook to tix ihc 
succession tn the crown in hi* own family. Four female* 
Stood tieAI b the order of inheritance : Mary and 
Elizabeth, daughters of Henry V11L; Mary (|M«n qf 
1-kuta, gTund-daupbter of Henry i eldest slater; and the 
duello* uf Suffolk, daughter of hi* second ouster* The 
title of the bust, although evidently poateriur to die 
other*, Northumberland resolved to enforce a* preferable 
to the whole. I le ropreselStcd to Edward bat hi* two 
half-sbters Mary and Elizabeth, having been declared 
illogittmite by act of parliament, were for ever debarred 
from the Micrai&tEm; that ih 1 ijuwn of Seo[5, having 
hi fid passed over in his father’s will, was also to he con¬ 
sidered w esHudrd; and that, even hurl this objection 
not existed, she ought to bo prevented from reducing 
England as well a* Scotland to a province qf France,— 
an event which, unless prevented by her cxcluMon, her 
marriage with the daupbia netbderod iiU'ri tabic. AvitJ* 
ing himself of the king"* attachment to die potntint 
religion, be depicted the dangers to which it would be 
exposed, if such bigoted catholics a* either of the 
Marys ascended the throne; and a* tbit objection did 
not apply to Edward's favourite sister Elizabeth, who had 
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been educated hi hie principles. of the rrfnnn&Hori, hv 
urged that it was impossible to derive my pretext for 
excluding one abler, without excluding both. The 
prince, enfeebled by disease, and rurnmndHl by tliL? 
creature* of Nortlmnjberiimd, wna at length overcome 
by hU arguments and importunities. and consented to fix 
tlie eueecsrioa in die duchess of SutftdL, who vu will¬ 
ies - to wave her title ill favour of her daughter, the lady 
Jane *ircy« To cmiiplcio this sulfa] wtibem, Nortlmm- 
bcrlutd now procorw] the lady June fti inima^! io hi« 
fourth son, ford ikiilfard I Joiller, and enjoved the pro¬ 
spect of coniimiing to mnutge the atEklrw of the kingdom 
M Ilia pleasure, and of transmitting the kingdom to 3lis 
posterity. 

For this alteration in diesutoesyinn to the throne., North¬ 
umberland obtained from the prince a patent, and re¬ 
quired that it should be signed by a|] the mesuleri of the 
pri vy round t; a cun cession which the [head of his tml* 
geance extorted, wm from those 111051,1 avtirc to the trans¬ 
action. Cecil, among ilic rent, affixed his name to the 
patent; but whether from indinaUan, or cornpulaitm his 
bee 11 disputed. While he is charged by some with 
having been very active in. the enterprises, of the duke, 
ami with having assisted in drawing up die instrument 
for altering the FurceaKon*, he himself, in a memorial 
which he afterwards drew up In his justl fixation, a«rts 
that both tlutata and promises were employed In vain to 
extort his. concurrence in die attempt ; that he refused 
to auhocrihe die jutent as a privy councillor; anil that 
be was at length only prtTyilrd on T by the Lsug's earnest 
entreaty* to write his Mine wjwftntts m die royal sjgtta- 
lure- The character of Cedi leaves i;s ? indeed, no room 
to &us|kt;t dial he entered fate the dews of Nortbumber- 
land farther dnui its own immediate safety required. He 
might have been niffldwttly witling, had a fair opportn- 
nity ottered ff to set oxide Mary, the nm hdres*. from 
whose bigoted attachment to popery lie hid nothing to 
hojNe, arid every thing to apprehend, llut die reasons 
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which might have lid him to oppow? Mary wauM hire 
Ihduenl Inm Lo support Eliubeth ; and lie knew thm the 
ohjectipos ogainst the title of lady Jkhj were tee weighty 
Eo be removed by the patent ul' a minor an hk death* 
b&L Although parliament, with whom the ultimate 
right of confirming or altering the order of siiccesstOEl 
was acknowledged to reside, had enabled Henry \ 111. 
to dispose of the crown by will, yet, eh it lunl not 
empowered Edward to alter ibis dispodtiflPi his paten c 
could uoe confer a legal title till ratified by a new act of 
the legiilaturfei Ilui unud^t ilm general indignation ex- 
died by the ambition and rapacity of S^rthunLlM-’rlarulj 
was &uch a sanction. likely to be obtained. P or, if oli- 
talllLd, to etr-ure a general acquiescence f InHutrieetl 
by ntch eansLileraEiaiifij Cecil aeeitis to have withdrawn 
hitOHelf T n*i fir a» peraaiial aifesy would allow, from ;iEl 
tfiterpHsc originating in extravagant ambition, and likely 
to tiTunnate in the ruin of its abetters. h is Raids that 
when he found the project io agitation, he node iudl a 
ilispohitiou of his effect! us ini gin give them the best 
chance of security, in the event of hia being imprisoned, 
or obliged to quit the kingdom** 

On the death of Edwinl, C«fl fouml luma^f along 
with the rest of the privy council, in dm power of 
Northumberland ; but perceiving that lotal failure was 
souii eo overtake the illegal measure! of that intimated 
nohlrtELin p he resolutely refused eo draw up the pmch- 
maliun declaring the e tile of lady Jane, ur to write in its 
vindication ; and the duke war not then in a situation eo 
puninh his ilisbbcdktiA &xjh afterward! he fouml 
mean*, along with die other privy councilora, to escape, 
and jjaiu Mary, who had already been proeUimcd queen, 
and who WA* pleased to receive him very graciously. A& 
bo knew that, among her pardiaiu, he hid many ene~ 
mltH* and that they had already tirade some UlliUCCrfisflil 
fltlempu lo prejudice her (tgamhl him, lie IliA advantage 
of her preseii t favonrahle disposition, lo obtain j general 
pardun for whatever might have been culpable in his past 
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conduct; nntl r with till# indemnity, he determined for 
diL- pmeot so miire frem public *gui%. Mbit, * P _ 
qnaimnl wiih !■£» sagacity and gnat takutafnr Wines*, 
“Wi im dun rota to ret.iin Id in in her service, mii tendered 
to him dn* Appointment which he had hitherto held; 
but^ HH the change of hk religion wa* in indispensable 
condition, lie could not be prevailed on to accept these 
offers. fie was attached firmly and coniciuiitioujjr to 
die reformed church; hut hid hi* religion* principle* 
been 1 cm flint™, prudence might have withheld him 
from embarking hi the new government. The bigotry 
of Mary, and the violence of her prime ininiKtcr, bialmp 
tiardijwp made it easy to foresee that the restoration of 
die carbolic religion would be attempted by fire and 
SKoTtl; and in the conflict between the ieii of the 
Courts and the resistance of die gteai majority of thr 
hn^sible not eo anticipate sanguinary 
esecmttaia and dangerous cmredfion* Cecil ap E iean to 
have ufopted die resolution of keeping aloof fmm the 
cabals cf either party, and or’ cultivating the pH vale 
friendship of some of the new miniate*, without giving 
any unction to 6 heir public measure* By diis means 
he hath provided for his own safety „ and was enabled to 
5iTC0ffiMK0d support Eo the cau« which he favoured. 
Without exciting die jealousy and twnlnetit of the 
government. 

The court «oei became divided into two factions, of 
which the one urged the extirpation of heretics by fir* 
and sword, while the other, confiding in the uEtimacc 
*tox**& of whit they deemed dir Lreo rel%ion, were of 
Opinion dial these violent method* would otily harden 
dw- minds of men against it Of these parlies, the 
former was ruled by bishop tiarfincr# a man rery itidif- 
(ermt about religion„ but naturally of ± K vnw and vio- 
™ Inmpifr, and CXSA^rtLed, by some injuries, against 
She p rotes tints : while the innlvruEd party was headed 
by cardinal KjIc, a man extremely devatal io his re¬ 
ligious tenets, but loo poli EiCp if not too harnuit, ut at- 
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tempi iheir propagation by violence. Expecting the 
safety of die pr&tcatajite chiefly from the UHttUsey of 
the cardinal's cucips^ts. Cedi attached himself warmly to 
hU interests. He hunt procured himself to be nominated 
one of die honorary mission which hail bwn sent hy the 
court il> invite over thin prelate, who rteMetl in Italy at 
ilit- time of Mary ' 1 a aeration ; and hi 1 appears to have 
exerted himself auc li-^h full y In acquiring hi* confidence, 
hi nee we find him 7 in the following year* attending Polo 
on an embassy io Un? conthnmL 

It soon, however, became necessary far Cedi to ufce 
a more open part in defence of the proteshinta- The 
parliament having been induced; by the iiiiHgu^ of 
tianLiner, and die bribes which be scattered among die 
mt'nibr. 1 -,, te revive the old Siihguinary Laws against he¬ 
retic*, the court proceeded to carry them into execution 
with ihe most unrelenting cruelty. liishu^.s, venerable 
for ape and virtue, were burnt in their own diowsfl*, and 
women are said io have been thrown, in the agonies uf 
child Inrtlip into die hwifit of Eh? flamtx * Nothing could 
exceed thi." horror of die cruelties perpetrated, or the 
frivolity of the accusadonff on which die sufferers wore 
condemned. Am-si ml on mere itiapicion, and without 
having made any open profession uf didr creed, they 
wore allowed only die alternative of signing a list of re¬ 
ligion* articles presented to them, or of being committed 
to die flames. All the established forms of law were 
now abandoned, and die prosecution of herttien intuited 
by die r.'Own to a set of commissioners., whose un Li m lied 
powers In try and condemn any one cm‘whom their sno- 
piciona might hAgpen (o alight* tool away the protection 
of innocence, and rendered die subjects the sport of 
caprice nr malignity. 

A general horror and indignation were the natural 
consequencea of these cruellies; and in the new parlia¬ 
ment which W1S nusmionni to meet in I5i5 r the eourt 
vu made to fed die preponderaney of the protratafit 
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interest, unrl the futility of it« satipuinify pnjceftlin^. 
XoCwithstidJing the raanifat danger of opposition, 
poTeral ttmtnixri proposed by government were vehe- 
luencly ZHUttd by the comtttons,. And some wholly re- 
jetted. They wti? with difficulty prevailed on to pus* 
■n act eniHing the queen to restore to the church merely 
UfcOFt 1 tenths, firsUfnitti^ and impropriations., which re- 
maliml in the hands of the crown; and eoiitil lie in. 
linn*] to grant a portion only of the supplier demanded, 
though by no meam exorbitant They threw cut two 
him relative to religion ^one for Incapacitating ssudb 
w Vi etc remiss in the prosecution of heretics from bang 
justices of the pence, ami another for cvnfiaoiEing the 
oatAioi of those who had quitted the kingdom on the 
scojt of religion.* 

In this opposition to tile measures of ihe court r TcdF, 
fchu had Leon chosen, without wliritaticm, otic of the 
members for Liucolnshift, bore a dpstingtdhhed pan ; 
and the rejection of the bill for mift scaring the (states 
of the exiles is, in particular, attributed to the force of 
his dchq tience. Tilts manly conduct exposed him Ed 
considerable dingier, and he wjlh mce railed Wore the 
pri vy council; hut while the others involved in the same 
accusation with him. were ^etn to the Tower, lie sue* 
ocudetl III obtaining a hearing before he should be com- 
mi cted, md mm le such a satiaftetdry defence a* procured 
hts immediate arquktaT.f The discretion of hh conduct 
h&i indeed, softened the rancour of hid re%hmi oppo. 
Tients, and procured him rainy friends among the cm ho- 
lid, though convinced of his decided attachment to thp 
pmtesunt cause. The light in wliicli his uppotitiun In 
tins parliament appeared 14 himself, we learn from the 
rlinry which hti Ii.ls left behind him t — rt Qn the 2Ht of 
tondxr" says he, the parliament met MgWettmm&tt, 
* nt| I discharged my duty, u a member, with some 
danger ; for although 1 had hwn dcctal against mj in¬ 
clination., yet 1 altered my sentiments freely, 1 incurred 
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much displeasure by this conduct ; but it was letter la 
obey iiml than mem” Having, in die licit parliament* 
bjjen mrain chotcn 10 repj-c*sit the county of Lincoln, Sic 
maintained tfa£ c.ium? of the pcrbcciiEed pmrcsL&JLES with 
the r-uho discreet, Inst unde-fiating resolution* 

While t'ecil, fay ibe teserre and moderation of his 
conduct, nped the suspicion of the court, he was pri¬ 
vately turning hi* views towards those changes in the 
government,, which lie foresaw would »on take place. 
It wu every shy more apparent that tfae ptmeets Eliza¬ 
beth would iwoL'iitl the threiic T and that her elevation 
would tint be temp itcfcmd. No pros[icCt now remained 
that Mary would leave offspring behind her, and die 
iliiicmpem of her mind aiid body seemed rapidly to sub¬ 
due her constitutipm While a dropsy, which she had 
at tir^t mistaken for pregnancy, and aggravated by tm* 
proper treatment, drily impaired her strength, the bad 
ntGcw of all her adacmea for the restoration of papery, 
the vclitrral J 1 aLn. 1 l excited by her cruelties lh-e Joss of 
Colaiv, which was attributed bo her negligence, the cold 
return winch Philip made to her ardent Attachment, and 
like tnolutloil which, he lind formed of willing in Spain, 
and abandoning her for ever, di preyed on her mind, 
anil hastened her decay. Yet though, in thin slate of 
chin^-. Cecil had every inducement to cultivate die fa¬ 
vour of Elizabeth, it was only by incurring the moat 
imminent danger, that. Mirrounded as she was fay the 
spies of Mary, any conimuiiicadtift could be held with 
her By uniting, however* dexterity and circumspection 
with a cool intrepidity, he found means to ojieti and 
10 Bin tain a private Correspondence ; and often Con veyed 
to her such intelligence ai unaided her to avoid the 
arum of her suspicious and vindictive sister. 

The interval of Idnre* which he at prv*efti enjoyed, 
lie secuif io have diligently spent in digesting plans for 
that order of things which he anticipated In the now 
reign; and ao well had he matured his ideas, lhat he 
wju cualiEed to present Elizabeth, on the very day of her 
accradon, with a memorial, pointing out those af&jin 
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which required infant dcapatth* ft [ t ml fuJ pf the fimjuri 
which site had received in her adversity, am! gratified to 
fimi a counsellor already prE-pwtMl to give activity to her 
government, Elisabeth hastened to reward and secure 
his Afiricra He wav die fl r*t person swum of Iter 
privy council, aud was at the same time created secre¬ 
tary of state.* 

Fmm thiii time forward, Cecil may be comddered as 
the iirat minister of Eliutl^tltg and the principal uhi^t 
of her mcjunreft. As he knew that m her life depended 
hodt his prospects ftitd hit safety, since Alary queen of 
boots, the nesti hcir T wm a cutliaEie, entirely directed by 
her bigoted relatives of tile lleLlse of his attach¬ 

ment was sincere, and his exertions zealous* Elizabeth, 
posscssat oi penetration to pcrcriv? T and judgment to 
appreditk, bis talents* rested with peculiar confidence 
an his fidelity and tried abilities. Her [rtuiidias, her 
prejudices, her caprice, made her frequently act in op- 
pusdtion to his nrimente, hut none of her ministers or 
favourite* wis *a generally count]ted; and his cool, ddi- 
Iwratc, weighty reJUttangs, often obtained, from htr 
better judgment, concessions to which her inclination* 
were extremely itme* As it would be tedious to follow 
the Labours of Cedi in an administration of forty ywi, 
we must now relinr|uiRh the narrative form, and attempt 
ms outline of Ins policy, under a few general heads, 
taking os our te\t the grand qitEflkn* which engaged 
tlio aoHritude of the queen and her minister in that ago 
of dissension and danger. This will lead us to examine 
his policy in regard tr> religion ; hi? dril Jolley or admi¬ 
nistration of home affairs ; hi* foreign policy,—towards 
the Lew Countries. Spain j, Franco, Scotland, and Mary 
queen of Scots, 

The measures relative to religion were those which 
mnsi i ucessantly b/mnl him during his administra¬ 
tion, and which required the greatest caution and ma- 
nig?ujtu: t because hit sentimeuta corresponded ill with 
the inclinations of hii sWBm^ h At the ccmm^mornt 
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of the reign of Edward VL, the toure j^ws Atmini- 
ULa of ilit! IlmnUh church, which hk father had for¬ 
cibly retained, were nbaliiihcd; and a mure ration*] 
worship, botli in substance ami form, established by law. 
Vet although in any further changi-H were made in the 
course of this reign, by archbishop Cranmex ami die 
odicr IicjiLs of the church, die reformation was still 
considered incomplete. King Edward, in hk diary, 
laments that he was prevented. by the opposition of (he 
prejudiced, from restoring the primitive iii«ipline ac¬ 
cording to IlfcB btfirt'i drains r and in the prtfjce to OlUf 
of iIl? sc nice-book b, published by authority, tise framers 
observed, 4 - that they had gone 05 far m they could in 
reforming the church, considering the limes they lived 
in, ami hoped that they who came after them would, as 
they mighty do mure, 1 ’ # The lamented death of Ed ward 
put a period, for the time, to the hopes of further im¬ 
provement, Mary was no Htmer seated on the throne, 
than die restored the faith and forms of the catholic 
chtifilb wknowItHlgcd the supremacy of the pope, recon¬ 
ciled her dominions to (he see of Koine, uni began, by 
the most cruel cacrticms of her authority, to rqrfongp 
Itie jicople into that supcraritioti and ignorance from 
which they had just emerged, Jt was to the acemiun 
of ElilAhctl^ who Was known to be attached to the re¬ 
formed ru'ipion, that the protectant* now looked forward 
at tike [Period of their deliverance and triumph ; and, 
L’etilj a ware Lhat no object could be more Important 
than to quiet the mind* of men in this concern, had 
Urged it u pon thl t princess u the brut of |(L-r fares. 

But the views of the queen and her minister, with 
regard to the extern of the presetted reformation, were 
Far from coinciding. Cecil had Wnt d from recent 
events both in hk own and in foreign uxratirn,bow many 
dmgen and convulsions might be avoided m religious 
changes, if government widely took the lead. He had 
ai*> observed the channel toward* which the current of 
public opinion was strongly directed, The great major- 
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ity of the nation hud seconded Edward and his council 
in their successive measures in favour at the reformed 
worship, and looked forward to further changes, when 
the sawiBOr of that prince unfortunately attempted to 
tear up hia work from the found* tkm liut she extrava¬ 
gant cruellies of M^ry, although they intimidated many 
into an apparent submission, aggravated she general de* 
testation of the popish religion* The people* exasperated 
to behold their country men groaning under the torture, 
or expiring in the Humes, now looked with Inrrnr* nut 
only on the tenets, hu t on the rites, the ceremonies, the 
appendages, of a sanguinary church- Many English* 
me n who h*ri sought refuge iu eslle, having observed 
the tranquil and Huiiriahing condition of slates width 
had entirely renounced both the tenets and ritca of the 
Romish church p hastened,, uu the agression of EEiiahcih, 
to apprise their countrymen of those hippy effects, and 
incite Ihelu to similar changes* To this state of public 
sentiment Cecil might be deafctm* to accommodate the 
cccEeriadicil e&tiblishrncnt of England* The favourite, 
and cunfiden till adviser of Edward, he Crisis to hive 
deeply imbibed like reforming spirit of ihm reign ; and 
wc tind him acting os one of the comminicineffl who 
prepared a purer code of cation lawn, which tire death of 
the young monarch prevented from receiving the royal 
sanction- 

But for a thorough reformation the mind of Elizabeth 
waq by no meins prepared* The superstitious tenets 
which her father thought proper to retain had partly in¬ 
sinuated themselves into her belief; while her imagina¬ 
tion hid become still more impressed with the mysterious 
ceremonies and splendid army of the catholic warship. 
She wis therefore inclined to draw from the more ad¬ 
vanced measures of her brother s reign, and would hare 
been ami cm with a very few changes in doctrine and 
form. Vet Cecil had very powerful arguments m induce 
hef concurrence with his plans. He could represent that 
the voice uf the nation wss loudly in favour of the re¬ 
formation : that the ill success of her sister, and the 
i 4 
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w\mm which ahe lout incurred, proved the daiiger of 
attempting to maintain tliL- wonhip of Rome: that the 
[lFotfstiiits. both at home andl h hu>eft t liwfcetl up to her 
u their only hope, amt would prove the firmest sup* 
porlm of her government ■ (hat the mhehes, cm the 
Other hand, acknowledged Alary queen of a.1 the 

legitimate liti ress of list tfa roue, and w«r ready to make 
the hint jlatl|trtrtii attempts In nijsport of her title i 
tliat the more completely the mindj of her subject* be¬ 
came alienated from the doctrines and rite* of the Roman 
■ church, the more decidedly they would he united against 
the claim* of her rind : and that it was impoudblr to he 
reconciled to Rome without piling up that supremacy in 
religiom matters which her father had accounted among 
hli proudest titles. 4 

% SLitli considerations Cecil obtained the consent of 
EH ia hf Lh to die restoration of the protested worih spj 
bu! the pis II w hich he first laid before the privy coii&dt, 
aiut atrerwajits before parliJlnent.,, for the new e^nldiih- 
mrut, did Hf»t s in its proriflionfl, go beyond that which 
h^d been adopted At the commencement of Edward 
\ Li fci^rt-t \ ei oven to the rnodcntr retrenchmcBta 
dins made In the catholic worship, the queen was with 
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difficulty reamctlcd; ami she went sa far u co declare 
that she would not have passed tluc net for these chanj^.% 
had it not contained me saving rtatist? which entitled her 
^ onlua ami publish biicIi further ftiiemniiiifi and 
rults as may be fur the advancement of God 1 ! glory* and 
edifying his church* and the reverence of Chrwt's holy 
mysteries jifuI sacraments." * 

But although Cecil everted himself streEiuomily to 
procure reformation in she church, hU cool and Tem¬ 
perate mind wjiii little moved by religious animosities, 
and was willing to tolerate the catholics, provided they # 
engoged in no Elangeroua attempt* against the im The 
maxi tin oei which Elizabeth and her ministers profsitcd 
to found their conduct in mattem of religion were, iirs-t, 

*' that consciences arc not Eo be Farced, but to he wait and 
reduced by the force of truth, hy she aid of time, and the 
use of nil good me inn of ins true lion and persua^on f* 
ami, secondly, 4i thin camci of convener, when they 
exceed their boimdu, and pwe to be matter of Faction, love 
tlieir tutnjr; and that sorercign princes ought distinctly 
to punish the practice or contempt, though coloured 
with the pretences of conscience and re!ipion."f The 
ftjnst of these maxims corre$[»andcd entirely with the 
moderation of ("ceil; and the second, although vrirv ca- 
]tAhle of interpretations* according Eo the mildness or 
violence of the expounders, vu, in his hand*, a Mitfi- 
dcudy safe principle. While (lie catholics, enraged ii 
the sagacity with which he detected, am! the vigour 
with which he interacted* all their enterprises, charged 
him loudly with cruelty towards them, they ftd.ll were 
unable to produce any instance in which his severity 
exceeded what die immediate security of government 
appeared to demand. J 
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The queen stilL gave itrmig indkadona of attach- 
too; Ld list Forma a t the old religion. Although pre vji Lod 
on to cotnnisad the more obnoxious OMHUUntisl* of 
idolatry to be removed from the diUrd it*.; yet the ser¬ 
vice in h^r 11 wii cha'wl wgs ^lill nUcsidoJ wills such 
Geramonies and splendour, tlm foreigners could disim- 
guiili || from die Roman only b J it* being performed in 
English* Here the cbrietori appeared in tbdr sur¬ 
plice;* jutd tli o prints in their cape* r the iiLi;kr r iks [he 
midst of which stood a massy cruidiix of vilvfr* w &a fur- 
lllihft! with rids pJaEc, arid two gilt candles [kk* with 
lighted candies: the *er vice on solemn festival* w^s mug 
not only with cist sound of organs, but of comets, nek- 
but*, and other nuniol instruments: and, dial nothing 
might bo wanting io it* ancient solemnity* the eere- 
mottks observed by dse knights of die garter in ihtir 
adoration toward* the altar „ which hid been abuliihed 
by king Edward, and revived hy queen Mary* were now 
retained. - As Elizabeth advanced in years, thc*e pro¬ 
pensities *«m gradually to have increased ; far, though 
I he Wi** obliged !o plant against the Catholic* a* her in¬ 
veterate cciemEeAp though she has! been excommunicated 
by tike pQ\*t and lived in, perpetual danger from ihe 
plot** insurrections., and invasion* of hie partisans, yet 
Cecil found coEtacdemldr djffk'uhy £n dissuading her from 
bringing thtf slate of the church iif-sirer the ohl religion * 
It WO* only by a tinn and spirited imurpotnUon time lie 
could prevent her from dnhildf prohibit! Ekg ihe mar¬ 
riage of tlse clergy ; anil die is said Id have often re¬ 
pented tllM she bad gone so far in her conoe3aiOEl*.t 
H'heil ihe clean of Sl PaulX in a sennnn preached 
before her* hail ipokcti with wme disapprobation of the 
sign of the cm!: r die railed aloud to him from lurr cltm^ 
to dcuisi from that ungodly dijgnsson, nnd return to bis 

H pvfru ShnikttftTfft bf QbHliEEin Is Ih* pcf*, to V* » MJ^rti tft itit 
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text. On anotJier decision, when one of her ehajikiDS 
had preached a sermon in defence of the real prraencs 
which he would scarcely have v«ntared to do hmL not Iter 
sctiilmcut* bean we!! understood, ahe openly gate hint 
thanb for his pain* *tirl piety, ■ The protectants 
strongly united a* they were to her by every lie of In¬ 
terest, om Id nof T without mmc murmurs and indignation, 
obsLTifL" her predilection for the rites of their opponents. 

But while Cecil found KEi^kcli ready to show the 
catholic* every indulgence which the public safety could 
admit, all his influence and entreaties were Insufficient 
to procure a similar lenity lor another c!i>j of her sub- 
ji tcia. A considerable portion of the people eagerly de- 
aired a more thorough refunsintiott than had been ac¬ 
complished under Ving Edward; uid die pntHtmta soon 
became divided Into tliose who conformed ami tho$e who 
would not conform to the institutions of Khzsbcih. Yct r 
since die noncanfoniifcta,, or puritans (for so they wen 1 
now tilled from Affecting d superior parity in worship 
uid tnomls), differed from the adherents of the church 
in no point of faith, but merely in certain external forms 
a few concessions on cither tide might have prevented 
diu disunion, Hut this vm not the age of mutual for¬ 
bearance* and the party of the established church were 
ill prepared for lirnirations to the interference of po- 
TcmmcntH They did not we while it wi* the 
duty of government to provide a competent number of 
well qualified relipfius tenehcm, and to draw up regu¬ 
lations for their direction in respect both to the *tibh tanop 
and the mode of ihdr instructions. it wu equally its 
duty to go no further, and to beware of turning their 
prapusvd benefit! into opprog^km* by forcing obnoxious 
opinion h and forms on the public, Elizabeth, holding 
Tery different smdftttiib from lli^ , not only prescribed 
peculiar forms for the rellgion-i worship of her people* 
hut was determined that they ghoulJ use no other. To 
these the puritans objirclpd, because they had Wn pre¬ 
viously employed in the popish worship as mystical 
* WarRct'i Ecdnljit KJift id. 1L p. 4JJ. 
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aynibok, ami were associated in the minds of the people 
with the grourat AuperstitfOtt* No worldly NmsideratiwL 
would induce them to assume whit they accounted ap- 
pcof idolatry ; wliile the queeri, Oil her part, pre¬ 
pared 10 employ ill her Authority in Nippon of the 
prescribed farntE. 

FLndnig that her council P the ablest and wisest council 
that Kiighrid tVer&aw, Were decidedly averse to measures 
which threatened to involve Use nation in dangerous 
dissensions, ihc resolved to effect her ptirpgw by mean* 
of some of the bishops particularly archbishop Parker, 
who readily and Sealonsiy entered into her liewfc* 
The severities, to which thpse men now proceeded were 
only nirpifis^rl by the frivolity of their ostensible outfit?* 
A fervent Attachment to the use of furpUceSp cumer- 
iwpfi, tippets, th# cross in hnpiism, and Uie ring in mor- 
riagc f were, in their cyea, the ilUtinpuishing charactcrbtaa 
of a i hriftilui ; llcliI Any dislike to these form* was ac¬ 
count it f a sufficient crime to subject the most learned 
and pious clergyman to imprisonment and exile y or, a* 
m mitigated panUtmcdt, in be turned out of hi* livings 
and conugrted with his family to indigence- The mmt 
pernicious effect* nETemarilv flowed from these severities; 
while die church was weakened by the loss of many able 
divines, .Hid degraded by the introduction of men who 
cooJd barely read the prayer-book and write their own 
name*, die people l^pn every where to collect around 
their expelled Lead]era. Amt to form conventicle* apart 
Crum the t^EAhtifilnncnt. Yet these miKhievaus eon- 
ioquenCHl only set dm queelt and her bishop* « framing 
pew fcUUJlrt to reach the Tefrae tory ; and at length oven 
th? J uj (v were brought within their grasp, by an net 
which provided that non-attendAnce at public worship 
ill the parish churches should he punished with iinpri- 
sonmmt, him ill meat, and, if the raile return i?d p with 
death, An irHtnzy commission war appointed with full 
powers to bring ail religious offender* to punishment ; 
and iu any resistance to the Injunctions of the queen, a* 
* Nrtl, Tat L p, 11SL 
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supreme head of the drareh, was *i length construed 
into sedition amt treason, many subjects of unquestioned 
loyalty were impiwtifll, and brought to min. 

Nothing l’utjLiL exceed the imperious demeanour which 
sotne of iht prelates, cculhknt ef royal support, now 
sssumKl. Archbishop Farter hiving from a with to 
display hia authority, ctunmamTcri one of Ills suffragans 
to suppress certain meclings which the cltrgy of the 
same neighbor rhcotl here arL'LiaEijmed to hold for ilicir 
mutual improvement, die privy council, who looked on 
these 1 exercises as extremely hoicticliJ, snipe ihey greatly 
eontrihilled to diffuse kunwkdge at a jierioil when ihc 
clergy in general were ill instructed, countermanded 
[liis injuncLLLm of the primate, and ordered that th«c 
meeting* diauld receive every emroyragoment, Hit 
prellEe, however, having represented to the queen ihc 
danger to which her supremacy would bo e&praed, Lf 
he, her vicegerent, should thus be counteracted, readily 
procured her direct inlcrferenre in support of his autho¬ 
rity ; ami ihe council bad die? mortifiuirian to find the 
mytcj'jww, as they were culled, suppressed not only in 
□til: diocese, 1ml throughout I be kingdom. * At one 
time., wc tsi mL tin- whole council soliciting the haughty 
primate jii vain, in behalf of clergymen dish nguiriicd 
for teaming and piety „ whom he hail, on some frivolous 
pretext, expelled from their benefices t; Qt another. We 
find them, with a* little effect, threatening him with 
the then allies of the Law, which he had greatly exceeded 
in hii aeverities-}; At lastj archbishop Farter rCTl^ 
deni I him self so obhij^Luus, thac the queen found it 
prudent to allay the popular clamour by Mopping short 
hia career; hut this produced very little dtentian iu 
the mind of Elizabeth; for when hia successor, the 
mftlrrjii’ tiritidal, rtfuail iu enforce some of her in- 
junction^ hiiv dul not hesitate, by an extraordinary 
exertion of her supremacy, II* suspend hitri from hi a 
functions, and meditated even eo deprive him altogether 
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Whitgifi* the succeeding primate, taught by this eXAinpla, 
prosecuted to severities which Parker would not have 
ventured to exercise, hot the queen, iti the earlier part 
of her mgn, have countenanced. 

The effort* of Cedi, in an individual capacity, weit 
equally uiurjiiling in these day* of intolerance. At 
Hr>i a hi* high office and known Iiiftmuce widi the queen 
Overawed tile mure violent pdltOf and lie wan enabled 
to deliver several pvrsDna from their resentment. But 
when it became known that the prejudices of her majesty 
wore loo powerful m lie counteracted by the united 
tdipe of her council, his remonstrance, bis dimila, his 
£3itreaties-, in favour of the opprcs^-il nonconformists, 
were treated with equal neglect- The university of 
Cambridge of which lie vnu dunccLLor, bad, much to 
their honour; made a bold and manly stand in support 
of freedom of opinion, and he had succeeded fit main¬ 
taining Lb dr privileges against die attempt of several 
gf die bishops * ; but when dial teamed body Ventured 
bo declare openly against cemirNrCnpSi and nurplko, tlte 
LndigpAEion of these prelate and the queen became so 
Linphicabh 1 , thsir be was obliged to abandon them to die 
rigorous injunctions of tludr aidteiaiiitai.+ Even after 
be had attained die highest office in the state, his aoli- 
diaiimn iu behalf of persecuted intUvIdualj, in whom 
be wa* interested, were without effect J ; and hh own 
domestic chaplain, supported by die benchers of the 
Temple, whose lecturer he also was, could not escape 
die rigour of the government party. § 

Cecil, as well a* the other uimbterg, vert Mmttbm 
put on the ungrateful nude of acting as the organ? uf die 
queen's mandates against the unnconfonuisE*. PtrbapS 
U might have boon more manly to have refused thla 
submission, ami have renounced Ida office rather than 
Jiis independence j but he knew, that, out of office, be 
ooubl yield no protection whatever to the cause which 
he favoured ; it waa hi* jHjlst'y lo temporise rather than 
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violently fftiai; and to procure, by temperate and per* 
severing remonstrances, such partial change* in the 
mramrrs w hlch he disapproved, as would not have heein 
liTnititcd to in avowed lid resolute oppodtjim, Yet, at 
*i m *S the impolitic F*v*Htf« of the prelates induced 
hhii to L-sume ft l one of chi rare and authority, in vis ids 
he never indulged utdct* his indignation was greatly 
roused. Archbishop lYhitgift havitig drawn up a lang 
lut of captious articles, which ihe clergy were otiher to 
Mliiwct to his satisfaction, or to be suspended, ami having 
pTOttda], by means of it, to bora Uknw? who Were 
obnoxious to him, Cedi attempted to atop III* proceed¬ 
ings hy die fallowing letter : —- 

41 It may please ymir grace, 
tf J atkl sorry to trouble you so oft on J do, hm \ nns 
mort trouhkit myself, not only wiih many private peri. 
titon of sukidry mimstery, recommended for person* of 
arid |>tiicfob!e in their mintatry, who ire greatly 
trouble.! by your gt*ce aod your collogues in coimni^ 
aiois ; but [ am also daily charged by counsellor* imi 
puhtkd person*, with negtat of my duty, in not staying 
your graceV vehement preceding* nguanai minister*, 
whereby papists arc greatly eoconni^t^l, mil the queen a 
safety endiTkge™l f J lure rend over your twenty-four 
Iftkcjes, found in a Hotnir.li style, of great Imgtlk mid 
curitMity. to examine nil manner of ministers m ihii 
time, without distinction of persons, tu bo executed, at 
30kw mm. And I find them so euriouriy prone.3, to 
full of brushes and rirtutuifancEip, that I think /A* 
uuiuiMjtbm of Spain u*nf not *v many ftustkni* to tom - 
pfrhi'tvl upnrf to trap thrir pWfrff. I binw you tftkmni*-P? 
t-Ais defend these with all their particles ■ but iiindy, 
tnuler correct Luu, this judicial and canonical sifting pros- 
ministers is opt to edify dt reform. Amt, in charity„ I 
tiliisk liiey ought not to answer all these nice point*, 
cxlvjit they were notorious papists or heretics, J write 
wisEk the Irttimany of a good cottficience. I de&fre the 
peace md unity of the church, J favour no sensual 
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arul wilful recusant; hut I con elude, according n> my 
umph' judgment, th i* kind **f prarwHug i* lea mwh 
MtivimriNff of the Jinmhh inquisition and re 0 dwrm 
rather to Mrrkjhr i sffmtirrs than lb reform tiny, li is 
tun rhariiahle to wnil poor ministers ta your common 
register* to answer U|um so many article* at one! itisLa.ni d 
wirjiout a copy of die articles or their idhuh, I prmj 
your grare bear with lIilh une [perchance) fault, cisat 1 
have willed the minister! nai to imwer little articles 
except that confidence* may .Huffl-r thorn'* 

To this spirited letter tho archbishop returned an 
elaborate reply, in which he defended lm proceedings ; 
and Cecil, permring (hat it was in vain to remonstrate, 
only replied* " that, aftrr reading his pact's long 
he was not satisfied in tin? paint nf taking, hy 
warn million* to have ministers acctiw themselves mid 
then punish theca for du-ir own oonfi-^ionj ; that he 
would not call Iijj protttelitig* cap li one* but they were 
aearedy charitable." Uhitgift rejoined, hy Ending 
Idm other in his own juitltic&tlou., and endea¬ 

voured tu convince him, dial if areJihidiops ami lisdmps 
slfcoulil be driven to use proofs hy trigArjur* only, the 
execuiinn of the law would be partial, their charges in 
procuring and producing \\ithcaaea intolerable, and their 
ppwigi altogether too slow md circumscribed for 
at ilngtiUhing the sectaries. * 

Cecil was hy nn intern* taiinfled with these reasoning 
of die prelate* and therefore united w ith the rest of the 
council in ■ending him a still stronger remonstrance* in 
Which the? contained that tine mm diligent, fc*nnrfi, 
md zealcui pan tors, were deprived of their livings for a 
tVw point* Te^pecdng nmenportam ccremonica; wliile 
the TDOnt ignorant and uotoiiou^ly profligate character 
were allowed to retain ilkir eurea’ unmolested, provided 
Ihey rahnutkif their mnsdencra without reserve to their 
to period. That the primate might not ffegd ignorance 
of the Jillt-gttl ahims, lim council sent with this letter a 
* strnk K i Uhaf wbhfUt, 1*-1 in 
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Zisi of names, in three dumi^ — one gf learned and 
minister* dcjirivttlj * second of ignorant and 
vicious persons continued, stid a third gf plurals mid 
ugn-a'ri-itk-iiu, Hue thest remonstrance-s, as they were 
not enforced by (he inn of power* served only to gxas- 
lierste the irchhtshop; und the same violent measure* 
conlitiUfit to he pursued wid] unremitting activity. 

The ministers of Elisabeth* hvdiles thdr umrUlfag- 
nw * co occasion internal dissenidofli, fiegtntehirg femd 
tiut the exorbitant power eo trusted to the tuperigr 
cler^ fur enfolding tlidr tonus, might give the protest- 
die undue ascendancy possessed by the church gf 
Rome + Sir Francis Knotty s, one of the minister^ in a 
Jetter to his colleague Cedi, call* some of Wbitgift'a or- 
dinanm artieki \^nUiti&n f highly prt}n4i*iui to thr 
row* prrrugatkt * And, indeed, there seemed to be 
reasonable grounds for alum ; since some of the clergy 
began, after the example of the church of Home, to give 
his]Ls nf a divine right, which* by a wonderful concate- 
nationjiad been transmitted to them from die reiydays 
of the apcsdes.f On the other hand, it was ca&y to 
fon-LT that cLl" puritans, pushed (o extronfties* would 
begin to question that jujwer from which their hardships 
proceeded ; and, becoming more exasperated Bgiirut the 
church, would begin to oHaoeiate with their eannst derart 
for cedcdjMtiea 1 reformation on expectation of changes 
in the government which supported it But the peculiar 
circumstance of the times prevented iliapodtlon^ 
however evident, from leading* during Khuhcth s reign, 
to any disfexuiiB cooieqifleiKef, The puritans, Ha well» 
all other protesting fondly looked on her 11 their refuge 
the intolerable cruelty of (lie catholics; and* 
even when they felt diem selves to W the objects of her 
Avemicm, they* os well as their brethren in Scotland, en- 
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terctl into associations far the defence of her person and 
government. 

In civil transactions, the moderate and cautious mai- 
imi iif Cecil lutd a far more cCtispicupp d^iiuiL 
Cumit^nnj; p tk happiest condition of ■ nation a mute 
of unbroken peace, in wlikh ihe (K^ipIe mi^ht proceed 
in die improvement of their circumstance* by contented 
industry, he wa* the rcnuuu* advocate of L v^n mode¬ 
rate And CDlldklcrj lurasurr. Meriting* Above ilmoH all 
statesmen* die cknick'r of a safp |nstiiician p hit |irin- 
riplcs of government Were salutary at all time*, Iml pe- 
ruEiaily fortunate in iho dangerous and ddktic period 
when he lived. 

From the cfiTia rncrtcctnunt of hin idmMtinlhlB under 
EluLdhetb, he proeeetted, u he ttad done during the 
short reign of Edward, in a gradual amelioration of the 
internal state of ihr country. One of hh first measures 
wu to reinstate die coin of the realm* which hud been so 
much debased during the preceding reigns m to prove 
catremcly prejudicial te trade, Iwih at home and abroad. 
U'Jiilo tile diillingp which, in the Him years of Henry VHL, 
ton tlfoed 1I8 grain* of fine stive r, was, in die luier part of 
his ndpn* minced to forty, arid, in the reign of Edward, u> 
twenty; tlie money price of every thing was, by this means, 
bodi exorUtaiidy increased, olid rdn]cmS excmmlv tin- 
certain** lit transactions with foreign merchants' and 
even among the natives [hciusidvc&,Lhe difference hoc ween 
thii red and nominal value of the coin was Asotnee of end- 
less disputes ; And the popular diieouunts which ensued 
were both loud ami gencraL Some a!tempts had been 
marie tu remedy tlte evil ; hut prov i ng abortive, from the 
scarcity of bullitnv and ihe warn of pcriemanoc m the 
part of pienmt, the prospect of amendment was now 
deemed Almost Impel t-Sri. t'efil h however, Was ntrooply 
im pressed with the gnat advantages, which would M tdt 
from a restoration of the min; and having been con¬ 
vince*^ frolti A mature Consideration which hi 1 Luyl givctl 
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to t!ie subject, erei in the reign of Edward, that tho 
failure* were rhe resntr of mismanagement, he 
prerftUetl on Elhidwth to ruimnenec the undertaking 
wlifmm May* ami gradually, but resolutely, to proceed 
** her means would allow, To render die petite more 
ei^er to bring the base money imu the mint, in current 
-rnlucr war reduced hy proclamation ; and new gold ami 
iitvor coin, of the standard weight and value, bring 
Issued in etch anjte, the money of England, from an 
cessive drhramffl t, soon l*eame dm heaviest and inert 
In Europe, 

Hut the measures which the state of public aflliini 
tihliged him to pursue were not always vevUbmly ben*, 
tidal, or SO generally acceptable. Aware, however, that 
tile nation, if convinced that the plans of government 
were for their advantage, would concur in diem far wore 
eertninty than from u dread of authority, he was anxious 
ta seen re the public opinion , and procure obedience 
rather by persuaabu than command. He atlvj^i E]j Ktt _ 
Iwtlr, as the lirvt art of her reign, to summon a parha- 
merits Here he introduced his proposition for religious 
reformation, and ea Vkd on the catholic* to reply fredy to 
the arguments which he advanced. In the succeeding 
ptfiod of the reign, bowvrer, the hold doctrines of the 
puriuim, and the tpieen h a exceeding avendun so any dia* 
ettSFion which might touch her prerogative, prevented 
him from employing chaw channel for the defence of his 
meaamts; yet he mm odcukumllj to have adopted ihe 
practice of bringing political transactions before parlia¬ 
ment, There in fuLI preferred a very dm exposition 
of the designs of Philip 11. of Spain, which lie delivered 
mi one occasion in the hmnso of lords, and the heads of 
which be afterwards tnmmftipd to the apeaicr, for the 
information of the comment* 

In the pres* he found a more constant and efcetttal 
method of inffuenemg public opinion. As he never uji- 
ilertook any political measure without due deliberation, 
he concluded that the f,ame retnwna which weighed! with 
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him wflii la weigh with the nation at large. Though in- 
volrcd in a vast maze of public business, he di*S not foil 
to Iwstnw a portion of bill time in justifying to the world 
buth the measure* of hi* governmerit.,, ami his own prE— 
v;nf cobdlleu Among the salutary effects of hi n political 
writings, it h mmtioned that they contributed much to 
retain the people in their allegiance during the danger¬ 
ous insurrections which mccecded Norfolk's first ™n*pU 
Tier. There ate still extant several of hi* jd«« un that 
oee.-iMni>« in which ho point* the folly and dsnper of die 
rebels, the profligate characters of their ringleaders, and 
the miseries which mu*t inevitably overtake them hi tile 
oral of defeat* To the many defamatory libels which 
the jesult& published, during his administration, against 
Etizjbcih illleI her ministers, it was his constant practice 
to publish replies. lie knew too well the impression 
made by Lmcmuradittcd calumnies, to let them puns mv 
Silent contempt, he perceived, might be re¬ 
presented as proceeding from ccmacioui guilt ; and to 
suppress the probation of slandcra by force, would 
•cem to betray troth iui inability to refute them, and a 
dread of their effects. He knew that bettor argument* 
could jlLhv^lvh bt- fuuml in b,ii pport of truth than of fal*e-r 
hood, and that !i was the fault of the reader if the 
cause of right did not appear to the greatest advantage. 
Tile great facility of compost don, which lie hid acquired 
in die earlier period of hia life, proved of infinite im* 
portanre lu him in tlieie voluminous apologies,-t 

Tu itiEfuBt information among die people, and render 
them capable of coin prolsciid Lug sound reasoning on 
public liuiiness, was a favourite object with Cecil- In 
contradiction to the absurd idea, tltal ignorance is tile 
| ufe tl i it of good under; that nun will prove tin: best snb- 
joctb when tiiey bestow no thought on their nodal rtb- 
tiunsp it was the maxim of this sagacious statesman, 
** that where the people wtre well taught, the king hid 


* 5« Cumlrn. SHypp, 

f Vlpprf All them *rv E'H-liOikhpit (» Krijir, ahJ iiujii prjjl fcoLijq In 

teJuliPCfipL 


LORD DraLEXCU. 


277 


ercr good obedience of hig wtgecta/’* Considering the 
church as Ehc grand channel for t|i.e moral as well as re¬ 
ligious instruction of the people, ho earnestly laboured 
to till every ecclesiastical office with able* Leurad, nod 
active icoiibcrH. To impress these acfttimeuls on lib 
sovereign, JU Well as Iuh political colleague^ ho warin.il 
[hem [hut w where thou? wAnteil a good ministry, Acre 
were ever bad people ■ for they timi knew not how to 
MTW God would never obey the king.-f 

Fortunate had it been for Use fame of Cedi* if hie 
afeotiiinodating policy, his desire to gratify the queen 
without incensing the people coulil always We been 
carried into effect by means equally praiseworthy. But 
FJipibeth T i passion for uncontrolled power someta mes led 
him Into ftteixtlics, or at kraut into gchetnes^ which would 
seem to indicate that 111* regard io public opinion arose 
rather from die love of tranquillity, than from concern 
for tile liberties of the nation,. Of thin description were 
Rome plans which he proposed for augmenting the royal 
revenue, wsrhgut having recourse to parliainenL To Uus 
last resource ELitiibrili had a peculiar aversion ; and* 
rather than endure the diaquisidom uud nrmcuisirances 
from which the communi amid now with much dif¬ 
ficulty be restrained, nhe was wrliing to relieve her 
pressing eaigelieaes by alienating llie crown luuh p and 
entailing irremediable ombarraBsment on her guemsors^ 
Cecil sCCtua to have been desirous to avert these ruinous 
alienations, pud yet anxious lo gratify the queen by 
procuring supplies independent of the parliament, One 
scheme for this pur|>o^e a which be proposed hi a spccidi 
to Elizabeth anil her council, ui to erect a court for 
the correction of all abuses* invested with a general 
iwjuid(print authority over the whole kingdom, ami 
tin| hj wereil to punish defaults by fines for the royal ex- 
cl]n|uer P He urges the queen to the adoption of this 
measure by tile example of her grandfather Henry VII., 
who by such means greatly augmented his revenue ; add 
recommends that the court , to render its operations more 
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t flvHurf, should proved “ ay well by the direction mud 
ordinary course of tin: laws, as by the virtue of her rpu- 
jestj 1 '* supreiue J^DSOit Add aWiluEt- power* from 
whence low proceeded.” Fntn Otis institution he ex- 
p«ted J* gmter revenue than IE i.ciry V 11 J. dori l-lL from 
ihv abolition of lilt abbeys, and nil the forfricuresof pcete- 
sUsdcil revmqes* * Strange! that a minister who* on 
Other oectokas, so wisely regarded the popular tVditig, 
flhsuld propose i Kheratr which iiiuhl Luve nevired the 
oJidiu extortion* of Empsoo snd .OuLkJcy- Refined spe- 
eulatioju on the motives of men are almost always false* 
nr we might be induced to suppose that Cecil, on this 
neeutoa* wax dcsiruua to mm the attention of the queen 
Jrotu more practicable methods of procuring illegal sup* 
plica* J>y directing it lo icbcim-T Whkh euuld never he 
executed, 

Another hnancLj] suggestion of Ida W*s entitled to 
approbation, if we make due allowance for the 
aLid ignorance of like age, Although ii Was the achnflw- 
prerogative qf the gojusk m* tint no ux dn.iu.ld 
fie kned ou die people without their consent, yet the 
hingi of Cngluyl had found various meam to dude ibis 
right. Of these* one of the most auccraJul wts to Itrry 
luiiJiL'y under the name qf a benevolence* ujt voluntary 
loan, which* hoWCTCTj scarcely differed iu any thing fnun 
a tax, Its amount Was regulated by like gOtiTUEiient* 
and those from whom it was demanded were obliged tq 
COtEipJy; tlit It'iiskrs received no interest while j t re, 
nuiined in the I Lands of the public ; mil [lie principal* if 
ever returned, waa usually detained till a very distant 
period.t Yet such was die ofecl: of a name* that people 
ictjuieswfl paiieutly in ibis abuse ; and the fame eum- 
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im>nn, who would have taken fire at an attempt to levy a 
auhaiify by the monarch's sole authority, were brought 
to timrnmmm hi* tto less oppressive borrowing, As the 
benevolence w m imjMJMxl at the discretion qf the offi¬ 
cers of government, who had also a power to accept what 
fl»y chose to mount a reasonable excuse* they wvru 
levied in the mrat partial and injuring manner. Some 
Indi vidua!* were reduced to ruin by these exactions; while 
others* of equal property > were allowed to escape them 
altogether. f^ril* to render this practice le*s unfair in 
Itoelf, and Il^s severe on inrlivid-jaifi, hazarded a 11 ro]HJ- 
&itifl]i to raise a general to;in on the people cquivalrtil in 
amount to a rubd[l)f h and imposed according to the same 
proportions." 

It nm with r more successful Issue, and much bap- 
pier example, that he ttrenuonaty recommended n rigid 
frojality a* the only dfhrtuaJ means of carrying on the 
government, without compromising its authority* or cn- 
gendering public duooatents, KEiuboth had the pmdence 
10 eoincEile wiih these economical view* j and she lias 
hence deservedly acquired the Imputation of husbanding 
her refiourees with the utmost skid* attd making very few 
demand* m die property of her people. Although sUr- 
roEjnJfa! by powerful enemies, engaged in frequent wars, 
obliged to disburse Large! sums for the support of her 
friends abroad* and the suppression of dangerous enter¬ 
prise at bofDA, she conducted her government at Iesa 
expense, in proportion to her under takings f than imy 
sovereign in our history. The large debts contracted by 
her fuller ask! aiafcr, with which she found the Crown 
encuiuiteml at her accession, aiuuurLfced* it h said* to 
f&u? millions,-—an enormous sum in that aget: yet these 
the quickly discharged, and, at her death, could rank her 
most potent allies among her debtors. The amtes of 
Holland owed her titiOfiQOLj and the king of France 

From this strict teotmmy f of which Cedi never lost 
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fright, thmr snesuli lm! tin? mowt important advantage*. An 
the people were- not harassed with exactions, the govern- 
merit of Elizabeth was extremely popular, at * period 
ffaffl iIll: cUngeroua machlrmiinns of her enemies, bath 
at Kamo and ubruail, remknd popularity imltKpt'naahle 
ta her safety, Hlthoul illegal extortion*, or with 

her parliament, she was enabled to main cam her indo- 
prurience, and to avoid confersimis 10 which her haughty 
spirit vcmM not submit* She was oven able occasion ally 
to acquire the praise of dirintcre'istcdiicss and gi'iicro&iiy, 
by refusing th e grant* of money which were offerer! ta 
her by the legislature without solicitation^ By tht* imh 
UB gcment she *0 completely acquired the ciMiftitencu qf 
lipr suhjcftBj that the camnnma^ though In these dayn 
extremely tenacious of their money, voted her, without 
reluctance* and without annexing any conditions, much 
lurgpr *um* than [mi been granted to her prnleMssorFi. 
They knew that lllrir treasures Wert never misapplied; 
that nothing was expended wliich could posdhly be aired; 
ami the muivunlnhle cxigdlda pf die- stile were always 
acknowledged by the nation before the government hid 
recourse <0 parliament for nupplies. When w t consider 
the Temper ami com luot of Elizabeth, we cannot hut 4 U 
tribute the tranquillity of ho? reign, in a great mesusure* 
to this rigid frugality. Scarcely less haughty and im¬ 
patient of contradiction than her father, her pretensions 
to ahiulutc authority were at limes even more lefty,, and 
lief uveal Lwigvu^c to her parliament* still less gracious* 
As i3jc coin mens, however compliant in other respect*, 
were ever ready to encounter danger, rather than sur- 
render die? public money without evident utility, ar a 
valuable am&daftfkm, it can scarcely be doubted, that, 
if she hail been led into embarrassments by pffrLig&Ljty, 
their resolute demands for concessions on die one hand,. 
*ml her obstinate refusal to abridge her power on 1be 
otl]er, would have terminated m civil convulsions 
In the Intercourse of England with foreign nations, 
this economy in the management of public money was 
replete with, equal advantage. The allies, whom it was 
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most t^M-nEirtl for Oi/ak'th to support, wm often re* 
djuixd to GTieh straits for Inuney, tint the dispersion of 
their forces, and the niter ruin of their hopes, seemed 
inevitable. [ti these EfMcil emergendeflj she found 
means, either from her exchequer or Iter credli, to iffonJ 
than a supply; and its season ablene»* gs¥e it ah Effi¬ 
cacy beyond il* magnitude,, Hue though she rdicicd 
[hem opportunely, she wailed none of her moiueet 
without the most evident twenty. Her policy w*ls 
never to afford tliertk any supplies of men and money, 
until blie found dial ch l-v could not otherwise dufEitd 
themselves; to send them at length succours just sulfi- 
dent to retrieve their artutiLBiajifies ; and to withdraw 
her force* s& soon as the most imminent dagger was re¬ 
pelled. She wai liberal only when her allies were much 
impressed, and it was neeeiaary to revive iluir drooping 
spirits ; at oilier dim-s,, she required that the money 
which she advanced should be repaid, Emd even that the 
expenses of her armaments should be rtmiliurvcd. Most 

of her pecuniary to Jlinry IV, of France wis 

jri*en in the form of loans ; and die Dutch were obliged 
to put into her hands several fortified towns a* security 
for the repayment of her advances, She tiius enabled 
her allies lo retrieve their iff-ura, and pnsvidinl that the 
expend! [lire, of which they were to reap the chief bems, 
fit* should not become a bunion to her subject*. 

The frugality of Elizabeth did not escape censure; 
and Cecil, by wddh counsels it was known to be enforced, 
was iifit-ii reproached with sacrificing the besi allies of 
England to Ills litile-inimtcd ami parsimonious policy. 
But even (a fully justified his sagacity, labile our allies 
were raised to the most vigorous exertion, and finally 
triumphed otct their enemies, England herself, the main 
spring of those efforts, advanced in a progressive course 
of prosperity. 

But h wan the very sparing hand with which he dis¬ 
tributed the public money at home dial exrilcd against 
him the loudest ckmuurc. In those days It wa* cna- 
tom ary for men of rank lo waste their property id at* 
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imiUmre at court, and in an idle emulation of splendour, 
wliilr thcj luotml to Lite bounty of dir Ififoriga for rit- 
riinns tlidr ruined fortune. To die importunities of 
pwpetuillj besot the court, ami jet ™«M 
uiq»i! no other claim than their own profu&itm, Cedi was 
inrannNe- Titey complained thai hr not onlv refused 
to e*ert hb ittaut in cJ^ir behalf, but ewm hirdcntf 
^cir Rffllifttutinn.5, * Eliabetk indeed, 
h!ut no indiintian la hr prodigal of her tre^ra, uhJl^ 
wtea bur mdividml prediJcrtiort* octadmully nveretaw 
hcrgonml parsimony. Har partial regard (o the earl 
u r-*sti wemn particularly 10 hare moved her lihersJity; 
ti>r Ht find, th*C K on Mg departure for the j^vverjum-nf 
or Ireland, the made him & present of 50,000*. f; and 
Ctwil, who notched these instance* of profusion with % 
I™" eye, Hnnpototl that, from liret to 1 *b, her z«xu- 
mrry gift* la the earl ainoumcd to SOO^fKW. 1■ — a 
bii^li bounty, H bile die annual ordinary revenue* of die 
Mate did not exceed ^00,000/. 

KEiubetfc, ramus to avoid dependence on her par¬ 
liament, was tog 0 fieri per raided to reward her courtiers 
wuEl gram* prejudicial la fh* national prosperity. Same- 
time* *he yielded them amptiun* from die penalties of 
ths lawn ; lomedmeE die indulged iliern in the suppres- 
son nf precaution* : and .till more frejucotlv, dm en- 
™™ tiwm by monopolies of article i n gntol Uje+ 
Ag artist these abujtw, which he justly termed die ankers 
or ib,* commonwealth f p Cedi continually ranrastralaL 
hut ton often in vain. Towards the latter end Of the 
mgn, however, the e-ril became *o enormous as to 
cmit|>ej a remedy; for the common*, perceiving the 
commeft* of the nation hastonitig to ruin under the 
pre^ure of monopolies, became m vehement in their 
eompkmia, that Kbrabctb felt the necessity of abolEkbimr 
the most ohno&inus. 
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Bui whde Cecil wa* the avowed m emv of all grant* 
Iq klk uiLtiirii, be anxiously desired tint thuse who in¬ 
formed mil service* hlmulil enjoy a liberal pro virion, h 
was by bps mdutary regulation n that the ecuninoh subliera 
Stare first dothed al the expense uf government, and re¬ 
ceived liicir weekly allowance directly inlo lltdr »w3S 
hand*.* According lo the previous practice the whole 
pay of the corps wa* cQurigncd into lilt: lunula of Lbo 
superior oificen, who were so little restricted, cither an 

lu tlit 1 t i luc pr lIil - iiELLULiiLt of their d Lilri bu li ui]i P llkaf the 

unfortunate ioldim were Bcmedineft absolutely bit to 
starve. The reformation of ihtse abuses occasioned 
many murmurs among those whom it deprived of their 
unjust grain* | but it infused new loyalty and vigour into 
llie English army, at a period when foreign intision, 
uditnl by many internal ftittnJc*, tllmtitied to involve 
the country in nun. From a general adherence to thin 
system, of being liberal to the servants of die public , and 
very pardinomtiuji to the defiendems of the court, it be- 
eam< a retnraoti Hying, that u the paId liberally, 

though she rewarded sparingly . 11 

Cecil was raised to the office of lonl high treasurer In 
the L’kvLuth year of Iuh ajfmmistratiuH, In ihh high 
Italian, while he punished with severity ill upprciriuii in 
the collection of die revenue, he gave strict orders tliafc 
no on* should be allowed to escape from his just pro¬ 
portion of the public taxes. All undue lenity of this 
son io one nidividua], he considered a direct injustice to 
another; since die deficiency must have been nude up 
by new exactions on the more honourable contributors. 
From this strict impartiality., and from hi* improved 
arrangement*, the receipts of the treasury, from die 
same sources, experienced a great amelioration, The 
abuse, which then prevailed, of ministers retaining in 
their bunds, and receiving interest on, conridcrihie turns 
of tike public money, hr ^ulcavoured to cheek by never 
lulling the fciuaUcsl payment witbout an express warrant 
From the queen. Of die purity which he required in 
* Ufrtf WjlfUoj Lwflfiuijfclri, p. «7. 
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others, he lihuself set m for he never I mi (a led 

the usual practice of other treasurers, m ocvasioiisliy 
borrowing ftotn the exchequer for private purposes ; and 
he wbj dmiMt i he only one of Eh zabelh's manssteri who, 
di lib death} owed nin th mg uj the public. This stHul 
a tffariiilqil io the interest* of [111 exchequer i* the mart 
a wwmfrfliil i t g, its It proceeded from a desire to diminish 
the burdens of iltg people, £?o liifira.* was he Ho nil new 
imposition* on line subjects, that ho would trntr allow 
die tenatiLs qf die crown lands cn k* harassed by a rise 
of rent*, or turned out to make room for higher bidden \ 
am! it w me his excellent saying, " that he never eared to 
ills treasury awtH Like a diwrikml Hjilccn, when the 
other parts of (he constitution were in i qonsuimi- 
tion." • 

From the same cun^f derations wi th hts love of economy 
£rose his ntoady attachment to |uiciFic measure*-. ln^ 
strutted both by history and. Ly observation! Mint war 
was the great meani of waiting tbs resource* of nations! 
he firmly resisted the efforts of iho«e rash and am bi turns 
spirit*, who perpetually endeavoured to plunge the na¬ 
tion into hostilities^ with die view of advancing their 
own reputation and fortune*. He had ever on his Ups 
the uSnfary romdnu* w that war is *wm kindled, hut 
peace very hardly procured; that war U the nine, and 
P»« die blessing uf Q (4 upon ■ tuition ; and that a 
rtaJjn gain* more by un t year 1 * peace than by ten ycant' 
wu« M f By these pacific counsels the quern* from the 
uf her understanding, and tier aversion iu 
pt'iihej. was usually awayod, On n few occixtoni, n \ m g- 
itig for military glqry, or a leaning tu some favourite 
counsellor*. who were men of mure amhttinn than dtn^ 
cretioTi, caused her to ilinregard the diftniasktiB uf Cecil; 
but more serious reflection fiddora hiiled to dispel her 
illusion. 

The wisdom of Cecil* In adhering resolutely to a pa_ 
ci£e system, deserve the more applause, is die con- 

* Cmindrw Annul B\m. Lilt of WHEm® Laid Durthlp-r f, h 
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rfitiDii of Europe at that period wm calculiied to tempt 
an English mlniftn 1 into mtteandvn wart* While Scotiand 
md France were torn by intestine eunvulsionH, and (lie 
rebels dfi.cn enabled to pvtrjrtwer the Mverdp, p the J^ow 
Ctw.ru tic*, which barf ntoltd against Philip, soodhI 

determined to endure the lilt estreinlLiw ratliw than 
again submit to his item inion- England alone enjoyed 
iotcrtul tnmi|uiilhy ; anil, by uniting with the insur¬ 
gents of either country, might have acquired both i large 
addition of te rri t o ry^ and such other eomrctesimts as may 
be wrested from a weaker power. Bui Cecil well knew 
that conquests were not the true mad to nation] aggran¬ 
disement ; and that hm country would suffer more in 
her resource* and real strength, from an tx trail vc atid 
protracted war* than she couW gain from to most me- 
ce&ful wilts. 

Vet, though the strenuous advocate of a paciflr polity, 
hfca forbearance did not arise from timidity, nor hia par¬ 
simony from a contracted mind. Against the dangers 
which threatened the kingdom, he prepared with firm¬ 
ness and activity ; and when the public interests re¬ 
quired it, he could iddKi Urge expcndihirttllilfitteti- 
ssve armaments. \V hen ihe prospect of the Spanish 
invaston filled the nation with jiui alarm, ho drew up 
jdanx of defence ; and, by his serene and collected 
demeanour, seconded hia courageous mistress in diffusing 
general confidence and intrepidity** HE* conduct with 
respect to tin: allies and enemies of hi* country forms 
eo important a part of hi* Lrahtacticms, and exhibits a 
system of foreign policy so much more extensive and 
refined tium had hitherto been acted upon in England, 
as to demand a more particular examination. 

From the curly part of tike sixteenth century, the 
political transactions of Europe had gradually been 
assuming a inure systematic form ; and a sort of balance 
of power was at length esmhlhhcd among the principal 
nArtun^ Henry VIH. IkoaRted of holding this balance j 
hut he held h with m unsteady a hand, ami his measures 
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■so ninth the residi of momentary passion, that hi* 
influence in foreign trarrwTioha ™ far from adequate 
to hSil Comparative |>OWrr + During the reign of Ed- 
Irani YL England wan prevented, by her internal faic- 
rionsj. from giving much attention to externa] affairs ; 
airul, hy the marriage of Mary with I'hilip, was sunk for 
a time into little dsethan a province of the overgrown 
Spanish mtrairchy. But under KHiitah, various dr- 
cuinei»iKe« occurred to alter the Mjtect of ttflhin ; and 
England, from thf wisdom with which her government 
arfliletl indf of her advantages, obtained an oKtracrdU 
lutry ascendancy in the public irotiaaetious of Europe. 

Of these droumsiitiM the most Important trwse from 
tin? jjPtifnJ cliingr which, at tin* period* ■wm taking 
p]«e in religious sentiment*. The commencement of 
the reformation hoa been noticed in the life of sir 
Tfcmm More, and since that time the now principles 
had spn.MiL through alma*! every country of Europe. 
Tile Raman hierarchy attempted to extinguish them by 
die aid of secular authority ; hut the it'formera, after 
suffering incredible o|P|u^ottH h began io defend their 
freedom of opinion by force uf drain Eliiabcth, the 
great sovereign uf Europe who bud embraced the new 
faith, wmj from her situation, pitted at the head of the 
preteitict cause. Expand thus to the inveterate re- 
KetitmL'ni of the catholics, her protection wm relied on hy 
dii- reformed with the meet confidence, ax they knew the 
adherents of die paps to bp no iocs her enemies than 
thdr own. The foreign policy of Cecil was adapted to 
th 3 f State of thing*- He knew that the English nuho- 
I^S formed, a powerful body in the natron, 

^ere secretly en courage 1 and urged to dangerous Insur¬ 
rection* hy the foreign princes of thrir persuasion. He 
al^iv knew that these princes Were eager to sdje ao 
opportunity of uriting thdr fortes to wrest the sceptre 
from Eli&ilx'th; and that they hod olrciul v begun to 
form extensive leagues fur that purpose. The most 
eflfcctuiii means to avert these dangers wu* F he concluded r 
to support the prokjiiauis in ihrir opposition to their 
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catholic sovereign*. wbo would ihiu lie suflieien ily occu¬ 
pied at home, snd have neither the leisure nor ilk 1 power 
Id turn their irm-. o^iinit England. 

We are first to consider the application of ihis plan 
of policy to lilt: Spanish empire. Philip, at disc time 
dke i navi wealthy tind pow L -rtul mciitrd] of Europe ^ was 
actuated both by inordinate ambition and by a gloomy 
and unrelenting bigotry. By smtdhtg forth as the 
champion of Rom*, and labou r big to externkinau- the 
protesLantH by fire and sword,, he £5peeled to acquire 
such a body of adherents in every oounury of Europe, «m 
might pave bis wiy to universal dominion. To a prince 
with Hueh view*, Elizabeth, who stood nx the head of 
die protestant Interest, was fLccraurily dm most marked 
object of enmity t yet there wore circumstances which 
induced him, in the drat period of her reign, to postpone 
hh bwdv schemes, and tree lo appear as her (supporter 
At fltsb bo entertained hope*, by paining her band, to 
efffcet die cLirficLjg plan, which hia union with her sister 
had failed to realhe,, of attaching England to die Spa¬ 
nish monarchy. Bren after this hope w^ gone, the 
SnwTuige of Mary que^n of Scots with Francis IL, 
which threatened, if Eliiabedk should t(c overwhelmed 
by her tur_oiirt T to reduce England *& well as Scot¬ 
land under the dominion of France, rendered him 
fieri mu* to support her agai nst their attempts. But 
when freed fmm them apprehensions hy the death pf 
Francis, he began to put in practice the enterprise* sug* 
gesicd hv hia scheme!? of aggranditemra t. He shit wore 
the mask of frieirddiip, but In was from that time for* 
ward wholly occupied with the extirpation of heresy T 
and with projects to deprive its great protectress of htr 
throne and her life. 

Cecil wax. from I lhe first, aware of tlie real disposition 
and views of Philip. He perctiivtd tlint if, by any con¬ 
tingency T die cinruiiiNloncea which rendered a show of 
friemLihjp towards Eliiabedi subservient lo dint prince's 
interest should be removed, she would Wo every dilug 
to dread from his ambition ami bigotry. Yet even after 
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tiic- course of events had rendered this dissEmnljiticm nn- 
nocra&kry K and the king of Spain had begun to throw off 
the umi M the prudent mininler of Engluml still advised 
his mistress to temporise, bjh1 p aa long us possible, la 
avoid open hostilities ; when her power should l* more 
firmly ratabli died, her finance* improved, and her forces 
augmented, tt lL* 11 , he showed her, would be: the proper 
period, to undertake- the contest: m them can lime, it was 
her policy 10 di&scmblc her resentment at ilir fairfiltfttgH 
ness of Philip, to meet his idfitHa as if she believed 
tlwtn sincere, and to send an embassy in 10 Spain to 
settle, by negotiation^ any occasional quarrels that might 
■rise.* 

These raiitiou$ ngpto of Cecil, which the queen 
had lie wisdom to follow, were loudly declaimed again*! 
by bis political rivals., u resulting from a weak and 
timLiJ disposition, calculated to compromise the glory of 
LEs country, and lo degrade its government in the eyes 
of foreigners. The aids in men, money, and am muni - 
don, which, at ibe same period, he counselled to he sent 
to the French prates tame, excited reproaches no less 
importunate, but of an opposite nature - for ltc, trim had 
jtui been branded n weak and timid, wa* now accused 
of nahnes* and a disregard to the public safety. Such 
h the justice of faction ! 

Jn pursuance of his ambitious projects, Philip had 
fesulvLiE to deprive his ^ubjccla in the Low Conntrtea of 
ihrir ancient privileges, to bring them completely under 
the yoke of dcspOtbm, and at the same time to CXtirgiate 
ilui heresy which, in conjunction wilh the principle* of 
civil liberty, bud already begun to flourish among them. 
Fur this* purpose he mil th Ether a. body of veteran Spa« 
nianisj commanded hy iheduke of Alva; an experienced 
officer, lrut a gloomy bigot, in whose lusitm long habit* 
of tyranny seemed to have extinguished every feriing of 
humanity. Hia arrival In the Netherlands was marked 
by the most wanton barbarities. Confiscation, imprison* 
men[, and exile, were accounted mild punishment;; few, 
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who haul otiw the misfortune to become objects of sus¬ 
picion j picap^l torture ur dentil ; ami the vae tij ns, whom 
online pain ted PUt to the jeatums iiiaEnrmrnta of the 
tvr.Ltu. were often, without my form of accusation or 
irLulL toiumLunl io the Santee Such mm she bnrbariiy 
of this tuBiij (hit, bodilra the dayglnm perpetrated Ly 
his soldien, he boosted, with a wivage joy, on leaving 
the NetherltndSj ths^ during his government there, he 
lim [ delivered eighteen diourand of these obstinate 
hrreliL'a into the liamls of the executioner. * 

The on fortunate Homines quitted dicir native country 
in crowd*, fled to EngEnnd x the only state in Europe 
where they could depend on effectual protection; and 
Elizabeth, cordidly receiving them, was enabled, with 
their assistance, to enrich her dominions by several Valu¬ 
able manufacture* which had hitherto been chicfiy con¬ 
fined to die Netherlands, Nor was ii Inrifr dll nn 
opportunity occurred of nrndering an indirect tuaiatance 
to their mlserabte country, Fliilip, having contracted 
wit h some Onoes* merchant h to transport into Flanders 
* sum of four hundred dluifraful Crown* for die Use of 
>110 troops, who wore almost in a staLe of mutiny fur the 
want of pay, die twcIb on board of which thin irea- 
sure was conveyed, happening to be uJmcIlci! in the 
channel by some privateers belonging to the French 
Hugonots, took refuge in the porta of i 3 ly mouth tint 
Southampton. Here it was given out, both by dse cap- 
tfliiLH nf ds^ vti-iYtls and l he Spgmihh wnihparador* ihat 
their cargoes were die property of the king of Spain; 
but Cecil, who 1 liiJL Always the best means of procuring 
snlclEigcnct^ found out dial the, money, in fact* did not 
belong to Philip, dial die Genoete merthnntt had not 
yet fulfilled their contract, and were, in coUBetjUcnCc, 
the proprietors of the treasurer On thin discovery, he 
entreated the t \ueen not to negled favourabtr an op- 
purtunity of striking a derisive blow against the Spanish 
power in Flanders. By tailing the money u n SttUb 
ajid by giving ramrily for its repayment t he afgued that 

* CptiUBi, lib. Ik. 
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she might Eotisfy |be Genoese, while the measure would 
eflir(mil3y wound the EQKmla of Spiin F without any 
dJretl hu«nliiy- lriih tills mIvut Elizabeth cumplinL 
and the twill ilEmOliSLnieil its ^dty. While the 
duke of Alfa, thrown into (k greatest embarrassment 
by the lots gf hi a expected supplier vu ghfjgfd, to 
prevent an immediate mutiny among his tmopa, to make 
the mo *X severe exactions from ihe inhabitants; the 
tyrannical manner in which tiny were levied, stretched 
the patience nf the people tg the utmost, am! prepared 
their minds fur the most desperate resistance.* 

ThU transaction^ which produced irreparable evils to 
the Spanish power in the Low Countries, pro rise to 
some temporary hostiliiim between Spain acid England* 
The duke of Alva &eixod the persons and good* of the 
English merchants in the NettiLThniiLa, and Eliiu!Kth 
retaliated nci die merchant* of tlamEen and Spain, But 
as Blislsp liad not jet matured his achrmes far taking 
eheCiLLB.1 vengeance on Engiandj and as Ills an canonist 
did tLot consider the time arrived for a find rupture 
with ldm p these differences were settled hy iwgotiitjon i 
ami the merchants on bath shka indcinnllioiL Ehau- 
hetli even yielded so far to the rernousimn™ gf Philip, 
av to refuse die Flemish refufl^es admittance for the 
fflluie into her dominions ; hut this act of carmplobance 
wa* followed by very unexpected come^uences. These 
sutfcrcrij finding no place of refuse from itair enemies, 
returned, in despair to their own coasts, seized the &ei_ 
\*qtx or die BrilEe; and, being soon joined by crowds of 
their persecuted ctHitifcryincn, reared the standard of re¬ 
volt throughout Holland and Zealand. A udenm league 
between these two provinces, never again In submit to 
ihv tyranny of Spain, now laid the comer-stone of Dutch 
independence. The stand which the Latent* of their 
generals die prince of Orange, limited wilh their own 
deaerate valour, enabled them to utate against ibii 
mighty monarchy, far CXwded the general oipcctatiMJ. 

'*gg£**Lm* Hmi*#, £<*** B^y^, 
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It tfai not dil after a long dege and great Icwi that the 
duke of Alva succeeded hi talcing Haarlem ■ and he was 
finally compelled [<i abandon tbs Attcntpiai on AJkmacr. 
The duke was rerelied; but the VEioran fortes of Spain, 
^ujipork':! by her great resources, ftill pressed niTfrelj 
on the llolLmdcts, whn seemed about to sink uihIlt the 
unequal contest* In tills chltrpinfy their eyes were 
turned to their only remaining hope T —an embassy which 
they hail sent to Elizabeth, imploring W |wtfcrlon h 
ami offering her in reruni the immediate possesion and 
sovereignly of their country. 

A valuable kghvIOU! of maritime territory > as well as 
an opportunity of ErnmedUtriy enfeebling her capital 
enemy, presented very powerful temptations* But many 
weighty ohjfciionji tiuiiimUy occurred to her sagacious 
counsellor, 1t wm apparent that* lo accept the proffered 
sovereignty, would involve Iter in immistiitc hofiditiea 
will] Philip; rluit he would be enabled to Ehrow on her 
the reproach of aggression and injustice; ibar h as these 
province* had applied to her merely from (he insulti- 
eioiiey of their own ifama^ it was probable that the 
would have lo sustain die gresi burilLti of the ran test; 
that, from the exhausted state in which, even if ulti¬ 
mately successful, they would naturally be left by the 
wu> their revenue* could mi upeftHly repair the waste 
of her resource which their defence must occasion; but 
tluitj as against the Immense power of Philip ihtfr sue- 
cess was very doubtful, a present and certain lots would 
be incurred for distant and precarious advantages. Nor 
were the more remote evils less to he appreh ended, rinee 
the possession of a continental territory would nrces^ 
sarily Involve England in many disputes and wufs, from 
which her in>ular situation seemed designed to exempt 
her. The influence of llieee con !H do ratio rt* on the mind 
of Elizabeth was greatly increased by her unwillingDCH 
to abet subjects in r^isiance to thdr monarch* Her 
ideas of sovereign power Were, indeed, scarcely less 
lofty than tbosc of Philip; and the depression of a dan¬ 
gerous enemy seemed too deailv purchased by an ex- 
r a 


SRITLTH BTATHHJfKJr, 


JimpSt of wmmM wbellkm. She icfmd thu pmifrretl 
•aye^pit^ hut tt he endanmmki to soften ihv di&jp- 
]msiitniL*rjc tu the premnefa by promising to m^linco 
betwot-u iluon and Philip. 

Mlt attempt* at Hmcilimioii wcn? p as mig ht bare hern 
foreiceo, intffectna]; but th c circumstance* of tip Hot- 
iKHtfn MHHI afterward* experienced Jn alteration which 
.itwtiiicil j. corresponding change in the policy of Eng- 
l,,l[| ' The «1 *m provinces of the Netherlands, abuied 
beyond endurance by [be horrible settles of the Spanish 
troops, had, with the single exception of Liixemtniirg, 
risen in arms, ami formed a common league to rarist 
foreign tyranny. The strength of the confederacy was 
“•V"**"* 10 P™ it a fair prospect of success, an <j 
English poTertitncmt respited m awiit the provinces 
tritliout delay, A sum u f money was sent over for the 
immediate payment of their troops; and * treaty of mu. 
Inal defence afterwards concluded with them, on the 
prudential and frugal system which Ccdl continually 
enforced. The quern stipulated to ante the Hollander* 
W»th live thousand foot and A thousand horse, but this 
reinforcement Wax to be at their charge ; to lend them a 
hundred thousand pound*, but to receive, in return the 
Iwml of several towns in the tow Countries for its, re ™y- 
nwnl witflin ,h f It was also agreed that, i n t|, c 

emit of her being attacked, the provinces should assist 
her with a force equal to that which die now sent for 
their protection: that all quarrels among them selves 
sliDu d be referred to her arbitration ; that her general 
i U ! i ™* M 11 tT>r!|n '- ier ■” *ke t™nri| of die states an d 
rhould he made acquainted wllb all deliberation* con- 
wrntng peace and war/ fly this treaty the queen ntf™! 
the courage of the United I'rorincts at a critical juncture 
.‘factually wvakrurtl her capital enemy, and avoided any 
RHdderebk waste of her own resources. J 

But the independence u f this noble republic was not 
O be accompli died without a new auction of (litficu| . 
tia and dangers. By the uncommon talents 0 f tire 

* Cuiidrfb, Aoml IfJu iL in, 
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prin« of Parma, who tiow cqmmrakd against the 
Htotes, and tlia aMwinatimi qf their iUtmriouF lauli 5 \the 
prince of Orange* they were again reduced to tfie most 
desperate condition. Again they sent a boIl-mb embassy 
to implore the a^&taiicc! EEiajbeth^ and again proiJeml 
their sovereignty ft* the price of protection* T\w reasons 
wluch formerly induced her to decline this offer *till led 
her to the samp detents! nation; hut, as the enmity of 
Philip was daily becoming mo re apparent, anil the *UC- 
cea of the aLaies more essential 10 her security* It vu 
lier evident policy to render them more rfftctual ussiat- 
unci'. In a new treaty, die agreed Id aid them with an 
arniv of five thousand foot and qnp thousand horse* to 
he paid by herself during the war ; hut, not forgetting 
the maxims of prudence amidst her liberality* the stipu¬ 
lated that the whole of hpr expenses. should be repaid 
after the conclusion of hostilities ; that the castle of 
Rammckcnj, with FI tubing arid the Brillc, should* in 
the mean time* be placed in her hands as security ; that 
her general, and two others of bar appointment should 
be admitted into the council of the slates; and tliat 
neither of the contracting parties should rods® a separate 
peace. The rrinforcements stipulated by ihk treaty were 
speedily pent over, under the command of the call of 
Leicester.* The appointment of this incapable and arro¬ 
gant officer is said to have been die dldy Slep, in tile 
transactions relative to the Low Countries, that w u ukum 
Iq opposition 10 the counsels! of C«iL t It was aim the 
only circumstance that led to anpreapmo* orehUj and 
impaired the efficacy of the English succour*. 

Although the United Previnc**, in their ^iroegle frx 
freedom* encountered many disasters, still tlurir perse- 
Turing «mnge, aided by Mine favourable- incidents, gnu 
dually began to gain on thrir enemies- From a habit of 
eaccafsful resistance* they learned to look ou the power 
of Spain* and Lhc chancre of war, with leu* apprehcn- 
iion; the active spirit excited among them bf-gaii w 
display itself in commercial enterprises, which i|uickly 
* C4nnim, AnttiL Kin. p. MW, * LtoCnwrt L'limmwSl-GilsJi, JJl 
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iragmenled their re*ouree«. A powerful diversion wa* 
dhj produced ill llkir favour ty Henry ihe Fourth of 
France, who, after having subdued his internal euciniH, 
now began to TrLalUte the many hostile *eta of Philip in 
the days of hi* nrivenaKy. Perceiving this favourable 
tlunge in the circumstance* of ihe states* whach rea- 
dend them in less immediate want of As^btincc from 
England, Odl, always averse to waste the blood and 
miRurc of the nation in Rupcrtiuous dFurts, began to re¬ 
mind the yu™ that it was now time to diimnidi her 
dthhurfrctticut* in behalf of her Ailac** To ihbi Augges- 
dun the readily hearkened ; and, that the limitation of 
her intended retrenchment* might Appear a favour, she 
desired br ambsttilor td ilcimnil the Immediate repay* 
ifleni of dK htt loans and expensea. Againit thi* untn- 
pccta\ neq uit-Eiion F with which they were wk% unable 
to comply, die males, in touch coTUEemation, renton- 
Btrated; and, after many tupphemrions, prevailed on the 
to be fiiti&tiiod with more mndtf-alc cuuditjon*. 
Hy a CLOW treaty, they engaged to rtlievt her itame- 
iliatcly from the* atpeme of theix Engiiih aniihRries ; to 
P*? Jut atmu% a 1111 all pan of their debt; to insist 
her, iu case it thould be rcqnitiie, with a stipulated 
number of shi|is j to conclude peace only with htr con¬ 
currence; and, in Lira of all her demands agsinit them, 
to pay her, afler the coLiehiduii of peace widi Spain, an 
Annual nuni of ottu hundred thousand pqonda for four 
years. I’titl] all these condition a tbuuld be fulfilled, the 
caiitiunary towns were to remain in her hands, On her 
part, it was merely stipulated dial she ihoiifrt u$ta them, 
duri ng die W AT, with a hotly nf four thousand English iU3t- 
ilianci, which, however, wpreio be paid by tbs antes** 
Ik hut the Etnnination of lib political carter, Uecfl 
hud: the MiUfactioo eo rtmdude another treaty, in which 
still more favourable conditions were pmrare'd for Edo* 
lamb The itiuca agreed m fi s the amount of their debt at 
°fl ht thousand pounds; 10 pay one half of tMs 

(turn during the nr, at the rate of thirty ihuu^nd pound* 
- Anr*L Eta p 53* 
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| w ir . to usut Eliiabcth wish a fleet equal to her own, 
i f A convenient gppQTturity *honld occur of attack hip; 
Sp*in by sea; am! to bcim! b forte of five AoawnJ toot ami 
Bve hundred horse to ber ddtaee, if clihei England, or 

JflKjj or wily, or the Jde of Wight, ■IiullI.L be in. 

T1J ]^i bj iht- SpanianU They farther agmA that* so 
Jong tx Ffogfamd should continue the war midi 
they should pay ihe gurisonis of the cauiicrtiijy town*,— 
b nti pu biisHt bj which ibb country wu at once frc«l 
from an animal charge of an hundred and twenty thou- 
EAtid pound*,* 

f|* n TS | avowed assistance which England rendered 
la the United E'nvinctt wti the signal foe open hwtlllllea 
wiih Spain ; and Philip, So gratify at puee hi! revenge 
and ambition, attempted, by mean* of bis famous 
iniu(bi to idikrc the entire conquest of England. But 
fr* the failure of tW* SimneiiBe Uniffiffit, and various 
successful alEack* on the Eteeto and harbour* of Spain* 
give the English a superiority nl «*, Philip, finding hh 
Lobh* inercaae u Ida hopca dlimidilwdj ihmred a ilispc- 
miiaii to make peace on rewo ruble tem Thai favour* 
lUc opportunity of entering into negotiation Cecil tMW 
strongly urged die queen to «*■*; for although die war 
continued to be very successful and very hotaOttrable, yet 
he felt the wounds which it inflicted, unitor every appear* 
ante of advantage, By iheir capture* from dir %*- 
E,iihUi a tow individuals were enriched* *nd Elittbeth 
geiLt rally took care to have her fuil fehatv in the* sue* 
cr^ful adventure*; atill dieroyaltnnatiry was txhiosted 
by ihL expend of ihe war, and the reluctant quwti 
frequently forced ta rtplcmah ii by qjftffrg to P“^ 

The war, however, was c&ntiuuod, because it offend 
temptations which nelhfif the queen nur the pwpto 
were able to re*is.L The ficjurcky of she precious metal* 
rendered their nine in ihne day* «tt*«g*nt ? and the 
rich freight* transport^ from the New Wodii to Sp^ 
presented tlua most powerful exdtiHtt to avance- 

* Ijwi'i ^iPihcnt &TJ, p ite. 
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Stimulate by these, sir Francis Dixie hid, even Wore 
the commencement of open liu«tililici with Spain, begun 
hjs depredations on her reunmcrce ; and by the treasures 
which In: brought home, as well m the accounts which 
ho circulated. inflamed the avidity rtf bis countrymen. 
Against die™ pinnies! acts ihe Spaniards vehemently 
remonstrated ; but Elisabeth accepted of an entertain' 
mvntntnl a handsome: preset: t from Drake, and gave the 
Spanish ambassador very little satisfaction. Encouraged 
by the countenance of their sovereign, and at length 
autliortH.il by an open declaration of war, English pri¬ 
vateers Hwarmed around the tipmuHll coast, truth in 
fcurope and America. Then- enterprises became the 
nan*! adventure of die times, by Which die rich espeetetl 
tomcreaae their wealth, am! the prodigal to repair their 
fuming. In Lhc event of a rich prize, Elizabeth was 
not forgotten; nw did she ever refuse to gratify the 
enptnta by graciously accepting their presents. Three 
caplets were usually undertaken in partnership, and a 
v K »cl or two were sometime* fumidird by her majesty * 
aapeoiladdn which seldom failed to turn to the beJaJ 
Of the treasury, a< ihc queen's portion of [he booty by 
socans of duties, presents, sad virions other allowance* 
Retwraiiy proved much greater tinn her share in the 
equipment. An adventure of air Walter Raleigh hating 
proved very successful, that experienced courtier humbly 
entreated tire queen, who had homo a tenth part in the 
expense, to accept one half af dir booty, in iim 0 f all 
demands. In these enterprise* many, indeed, lost both 
their fortunes and their lire*; but the successful adven- 
turep alone attracted the public notice, and this lottery 
continued to prove irresistibly tempting. ' 

It IS probable that red!, who attended » much to 
tnc progress of national industry and wealth, perceived 
many h*d_ ronterpimres f rom this mode of warfare 
I hc alientnm of the nation vi, withdrawn from manu- 
fi^ure* and commerce ; the capiiol am! enterprise, 
which would Otherwise have remained Co thy useful 
«rta, wore wasted on scheme* of hazard, The people* 
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neglecting those employments from which alone solid 
and general opulence can be derived, wm- in dinger of 
acquiring the habits and Calculation! of Hut 

liters were other and more generous passions which 
rendered the court ami the people unwilling to hearken 
in the representations of t.'cdL Although Spain was 
*t that time the moat ^powerful nation in Europe, the 
English, with vessels far ta i r^rtrHr, bed horded her 
mightiest fleet, captured hut richest convoys, and eren 
burnt her ships in her principal harbouri. These eui> 
cesses, obtained by courage and skill over a haughty 
enemy f greatly dcvaied the spirit* of our countrymen ; 
find the glory of the EttgEhb arms became a triumphant 
theme in every month. To pursue this pliant coum\ 
to follow up these blows by new achievements, to lay 
llie pride of &pain prostrate at their feet, were di 
expressions which resounded throughout the nation. 

Into these sentiment* Elizabeth cordially cutereil; 
for, with all the KoundtiM of her understanding, love 
of fame wa* i predominant paH-sion in her breast, and 
nothing coidd exceed her de*irc of being admired, 
whether for she imagined charms of her person, or the 
heroic exploits of her subject*. In die present question J 
the influence of vanity was confirmed hy a mure tender 
oentlrcieiEl. The young earl of Essex haui now ^receded 
to that ploce in her affecimns which had formerly been 
held by the carl of Leicester. No quality which could 
captivate reemed Eo he wanting in this young noblemin, 
A person tmeommoiily handsome derived hew graces 
from manner* easy, frank, and popular; and such wia 
the ascendancy of these eternal advantages, united to a 
nature liberal and anient, that he had the rare fortune 
of being no less the idol of the people than the favourite 
of the wTcreigm Vet these shining qualities were .ao 
COmpanied by defects which rendered him particularly 
unfit for the management of public affaire. Tmpadeut^ 
pansionaie, ami wilful, be was so jealous of hit honour, 
as to be Itifiamed by even ah imaginary Insult ; so 
greedy of fame, that every successful firaJ appeared W 
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“™y ? *> miSlnry glory, that no considcrAEbni 

of policy couli! testmin him iVmt pirtipitatinj; hti+conn* 
iry into x w*r where he might cam distinction ; ind yet 
w ffoln impntcleitoe atul bat, for conducting mi- 

Ut*ry operations, that elu enterprise could tejfely be 
trusted io bin hamb. Ho hud Acquired some reputation 
in the Spanish war. and eagerly panted for more; be 
**»* forwd, therefore, t» the vehement npposcr of 
Cecil i pruposi □'mu for puw ; and his influence over 
the qurctf* affections, joined eo die other eonsidemutwii 
which we have mentioned, was sufficient to counteract 
the ihtcnElum of the minivta, 

Cce] I vu no lea interested for the glory of Mi en-un- 
try than Esse*; hut while he fdt how much security 
depeiiik on political reputation, hr perttiM die folly of 
attempting to render a nation glorious by wasting "her 
resotirccip or great by reducing her t e imbecility* He 
ktiLw dkatj with tiiL tiubatanee* die shadow must dis¬ 
appear: that if the resources of an empire are ex¬ 
hausted, the reputation founded on theta murt wan 
vuiah. Averse to tire waste of public property, Mil de¬ 
testing tile wanton effusion of human blood. Ire mld 
not, without indignation, aw both sovereign anil propl* 
led away by the tame pawwfit m EckXj and surten- 
ilering the reins of their undcnlandingB to the delusion* 
of A heated brain. On one occasion, when the question 
&E |iea« and war was debated in cmm^EKcx pro¬ 
ceeded, su usual, to declaim in favour of continuing hoa- 
uhticit urging that the Spuuanb, being a suhtie people. 
Ambitious of extending ihefc dominion. Implacable enc- 
* nH ™ to England, bigoted ndhtrenn of the pope, uud 
prefesEing that no faith W4i to be observed with htrelk*, 
wtre mcspflhle of maintaining the relations of pence. 
C-ccil, who felt that, if auth argument* prevailed, tiw 
Bwonl would never be Sheathed, euuJd bat help in* 
jbgiiwtly exclaiming, in th> midst of titi* harangue 
1 tlui tile ipiidcer **med intent on nothing but 
bhxKl and ikughter. Ai the do* of i ht debate. 
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perceiving that bis rt-ascnitig wa* of do ■vail against 
like sif pmMinii, {tufted oui a eomnion 

prtver-book from his pocket* and pointed in tilence to 
the weeds* " Men of btwd &Hil] nut live half ilidr 
He rdt that titrie And espniawB ™ld tkw 
the dduston; still lie endavoniHi to Moderate 
desirable event, by the publication of a trwi* cod- 
mining hi* Mjpuxsam for peace; the« n though diarfr- 
B jnlwl by die Evsdititude, ww tea diaMnet ami forcible 
not to impt«a the reflecting and inude«tft+ 

In the jidicy ■pursuwi by Englmti towards I rttiw p 
as die passions of men wett ]«* Stlt piN j tin? council# 
of Cecil were followed, with huh deviation* During 
the short and feeble reign of Frauds IL the dttke of 
GutK, with hh four brothers, undo to Mary ijueen of 
ScolSj had obtained a complete **«adinty in the French 
goTcmmeiiu Powerful fn-m the influenn of thrirhouse, 
and dignified by their aJUtnea with the royal family, 
their ulents, joined to a usdes* diring aanbition, o w- 
(joweretl their afitiigaiurtii and reduced their monarch to 
a incte instrument in their hands. The recapture of 
Calais from England* which the duke tod imrajicctedly 
eflkted, procured him unrinltni popularity ; while his 
itflnding forth u the leader of Lbe catholic* wqfiM the 
Hngonuis, pvc him unEtndted away a¥tt the moat tui- 
tsmaaM portion of die people A* the cfaanipiMi of his 
fetflij he prepared to enforce it* adoption with flru and 
kwopI, and to eswrmiiiait proiesuntism throughout 
Tlie leJuUrr* of tilt HugOllOtS flew W IBU ; 
but, from tif er Inadequate PMcurtea, they were quickly 
reduced to extremities, and, in iLwpwr, applied to Eliza¬ 
beth for succour. Her ncnpllxnee wu enforced by the 
most trilled* Interest, as the ambitious Guise asplwil to 
plaoe his niece Mary on the throne of England as well 
as of Scotland. A supply of men and money was sc* 
ovdlnglf wnt without iltlay. 

Throughout nil the m«mr*a of Eliinhettt towards 
the French Hugonot* we perceive die cautious and 
* caauWfl, p,na i ^ 
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policy of Cecil lie wbjl of opinion ihat iho 
French protestants should, from time to time. In? fyr- 
nhluNi wiih atiL-h ftupplirtas might enable them Eo male 
hcdii against (Mr enemies; but that ii would be fully 
“* embroil his country farther than thin object tequimL 
^ an ^ England had Long regarded racj i other a* 
(lajjgL'nms rivals ; and he untientood human nature tco 
wdi H to suppose tint a change of religion in the govern- 
meiit would alter these sentiments. A French HTS^gn, 
whetiier (papi«h or pretestmt, would, he knew, be almost 
equaJly Llaijgenitij to England; and he deeimd ii a* 
tremo fully In tlia country to vute her resources in pro¬ 
curing a decided ascendancy to either the Incurgenr or 
the loyalist faction. 


Such were the nwdmi which guided the conduct of 
KlLEttbeth during the French civil wan. When the 
Hugonofei ™*almost driven to despair, in the minority 
of C harles IX., she furnished them with Mmc money 
and iroopsi : but a part of the money vn advanced by 
wjy of loan ; and, in return, *hc obliged her tBm to 
pul Havre de Grace into her hanijs, as a pledge that 
Calais should be miored to the English ernwn, When 
die young duke of Gulbc, at a subsequent. period, hail 
Efegun m emulate the enterprises of htn father, and had 
rftkct-d the proccstanta to extreme distress, she again 
rcTived their spirits by [imety a^isEancc ; but ii con¬ 
sisted merely in exiting the pronmumt thrmm princes 
(^support i ^ lending Ehetn a sum of mangy for 
Which the jewdi of the queen of Navarre were \\no- 
•r.ni\\ with hex in pledge; audio permitting ■ hundred 
gentlemen volunteers to \m, over into France, where 
ihry fought at their own charge-* 

Till' iua.s~i.ert- of Sl Blltimluraew, in wllirli lie court 
Of >'»« Where! , ucit irmMhhte n f (Jidr 
jnf priitcstam Eulijflct*, nmuW rsdtett the honor of 

•“ *? p™ ,c *^ nl *■'« «f The Kngljah, fired 

with imhpetition. Overly enp«,e,J !0 see tlieir ™ em . 

mem stand Ward to urmgt die rfghls of religim tuid 
* c mmd*n T p,*Zl 
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human Ely ; and go earnest were the mahiliiy mil genu^ 
in the Cause, that they offered 10 levy an army uf 
SOpOOO foot and 10,000 burse, to imiaport them to 
Ftvko. Mid main ciin them at tforlr own csiien^r* But 
Elizabeth, irtatrurred by her wUe couiwriiortp, perceived 
loo well tiie conscqusnrea nf such a cruwwk* I* second 
the hasty trasm LtrtetU uf her subject!. She waa aware 
that an attack on France,, to be effectual would require 
Mich a waste nf resources* && must enfsjeblr the nation, 
and render abortive ail the frugal measures of her 
reign ; that Charles and Philip, from a similarity of 
malignant passion*, had formed a dose union; that, 
against ntch a cumbinaLLflUj Oh: sukh* of her utmost 
effort* in behalf of the French proEcstimia was, at best, 
very doubtful ; that the only ccrtiiu effect of an at Lack 
on France would be to exasperate that nation, and ex¬ 
haust her UWO* Mid tJiUs render Charles ami Philip 
both more eager amt more able to accomplish her de¬ 
struction- But while hhe prudnniiy dissembled herEa- 
disunion dll a more favourable opporinnityj. by her 
werct jm-euniary aids to the Iluguiioia she enabled diem 
again to take like HeEtl Hgtilll&l Charlea, atld to procun- 
from Ids so fire-!'or, 11 cm ry l JI l, cundi tfous com pwatjvely 
favuumbJe.+ 

When the gallant LEup uf Navarre was after ward* 
eullcd io the throne uf tVadice, she openly assisted liim 
agHinsi that formidable league of the caibalici, which 
threatened ruin to them both- The apprehended de¬ 
sertion of his Swiss and German anxHitiie^ she pw- 
vented by a gift of i^ h 000f., a greater mm, as he 
declared, than he had ever before seen; and she added 
a reinforcement nf 4000 men, to whose valour he owed 
some important success^ A laxly of Spanish form 
having been butNluml into llritany, die furnished 
3000 mm to hasten the expulsion of these rfangtroui 
neighbours; hut stipulated that her thwgcs ihould be 
repaid her in a tweivemonthp or aa soon as die enemy 


* £ 511 


+ CattiLai. p- 


IlJUTi£ll tTATMME*. 


3QU 

was psp^W,* She iftfrwnul-i sent uhoikT feinforcc- 
mtm of men id effect du* object, which proved of 
peat difficulty. Finally, fche JIf tilled Ul all banco with 
the French king, in which it was agreed that they should 
male no peace wkh Philip but by common consent ; 
that nhc should assist Henry with t reinforcement of 
■WWO men; ami that he, in return p should refund her 
charges in a iwdvemnnth, employ a body of troops in 
aid of her forces in expelling Lite Spaniard! fiuin Brt- 
tjny H and consign int a her hands a seaport uf dial pro¬ 
vince for a retreat id the Knfiliih.t On various occa.- 
n\tm *he advanced him num* to the amount of lUO b f>itf i/, p 
hot always in the form of a loan ; ncul when, ai length, 
he began id acquire n decided fuperiorily over his ene¬ 
mies, her succours betaine more sparing ifi hh WfitfU- 
de h became lets pressing. 

Whllo KLirahcih thus avoided a waste of her re¬ 
sources, her aid was eo efficient, that Henry lV r grow- 
fully attributed his triumph to her asmtiucc-. A more 
liberal distribution of her succours would often have been 
agreeable Id him, yet, ju he could net but admire- a eon- 
duet ho wiw, and dictated by maxima so cel genial to 
hil own, be continued her steady and sincere friend eo 
the end of her life- Accustomed is We have been, in 
the present age, to see vast expeditions undertaken 
•garnet our continen.ial enemies* and vait feubmlfc* 
thrown „ without wBection, into the hands of OLtr allies ; 
we may be apt to look cm tliie policy of Eltr^heth i go^ 
l-erument Hi timid and ungenerous. Yet, With an £X- 

* fJmJrtfn |l set, Wftiffi nw rtnpipinp 0if*r ijiuuiiulJT^ aid. with ihc 
Imimji w jfiaaiiral* usi1 ku th&. nMdUaev of iJlW m ifif pri^nt Lam* n 
mi* 1* >UEt4itiML Euln-ar Kurirljcfi txuidtag rht* htdhfklitj vt lUlJatvdi »'n 

Um muitm, m *®rtJilA[ altiv*' Ui« &UmiI 1 mi#| Altad'Hi,, in * kUvf 
tQQttf HrrtH in lu- iJxii- Ua3j of luuluifan umlft *Jf Ji’Jiti S'srri*!, h# 

fctti^ahJtKiidFs thii^hrf halh -frt !**r LfrtiLn her 

fchjpi nf in under the (twi9 Of *Jr V-iLia*#, *LLh tbd numb*? ij 

a UiituimhL Ehrn w Umubuiilj, to- «rw upui Ow cau-t cf Br* Lijjne ajrsuiura. 
Cbr uu-iia pni ijMioi .1 the Lcufiu in Uierefa'i liw iEriieiC¥'» ■rli iJljv* 
ae&a' drii-lj K1 ** tbr Fmirh l:iu Kith rfcoI rkUK tv inXnuntiTlru 

her PMji-Mirb p-XilBrm hh &<OfliT i*Mkf 

AafA i^ liwk .VCiii tflrTr-firf’C )M1 lii+J tin If+U, ^t|n. ji.nj fi M ,J flHjMfl'. 
lUJul^ Ei> Iwrttfj' lh-F+e Ml p-Ml thlllTi l>^n ,A hrf SfLijr ,Ti ar 4 tlf Ij^t 
ir^ln,. a* «c inaj h^n-dilFT fti I thinkTutiwu Iv^h m Ut«- linrukl Ju him. 
, 't" Bindi*i 31 .~iLuiEJi u£ LI-l to). L p, r>L 
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pent* of men Mil motley almcrtl too trifling to ho 
perceptible, it procured, for England. arlvani.pes greater 
perhnt* limn would biw resulted from mighty aniw- 
hiener ud lavish disbursement*. Her protestant dlk* 
were not alarmed by the overwhelming; sueeowi of ati 
ancient enemy, m* rendered odious in tint eight of their 
countrymen by a too evident dependence on a foreign 
power.' The French people were not roused i» mj fe- 
Dcn) «#m hi nation against her, from die apprehension of 
pa*dnp under her yoke, or sustaining the dismember, 
ment of their territory. 

The jkrticy which the English govomment pursued 
with (hikci to Scotland, l«l to some of llte most ques¬ 
tion*!*.. incidents of ELiiahetha reign. Thai country, 
narrow and thinly peopled as it wo, required the tn«*- 
Hint attention of its southern neighbour. England, 
divided from tire tat of the world by Stormy MAS, on 
which her own fleets now began W ride triumphant, 
conld tint be assailed without rim most imminent hazard. 
As a foreign enemy, surrounded hy m uncertain ele- 
nlCTU and annoyed hy her Sleets, which might eventually 
cut oSFhoth his supplies and his retreat, amid hope for 
safety only from her entire subjugation; the prepar¬ 
ation's requisite for such an enterprise would be too vast 
to be long renewed, sud too ptotracted to be «pW 
before her plana for defence should he matured. Hut 
againq Scotland she was aided by HO such bid-irk : ui 
■hat country stood an anut of eombaiauts, desurousm 
regular warfare, and separated from her only by a ford¬ 
able river, or an imaginary line; they might assemble 
and invade her in force, before the news of their ap¬ 
proach could reach the seat of government. Even if 
her hasty levies should sneered in tepeUing the incur¬ 
sion, still the enemy might tD •“* ™ 

loaded with booty, and secure from pursuit; while the 
Iom of a battle might expose all Imr northern counties to 
ticTjtstalidffL. 

Three, the permanent dangers from an enemy ire the 
north, were it this time increased by circumstance* of 
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great tsnporlEiicf, Since Mary, the youth fid pjttn of 
Scotland, had espoused [he heir apparent to the throne qf 
France., dke counsels and energies of both lhe*e enunuie* 
were under the control of her ambitious maternal uncles, 
die princes of Lorraine. The fnlerp rites which tliesq 
daring leader* had planned, led them to cam the whole 
of their power in altutn plfng to dethrone Eh zitbe di. They 
had fonmled their pkru on standing forth aa the cham- 
piomt nf ihi: church. and leaders of the eathol ic league ; 
vrltilc- dje power of Elizabeth J'nrEE&c'Lt fin £n\i! bulwark of 
like protcfitanM, Nor did their mrani inadequate to 
die mighty undertaking of subverting her throne, and 
acquiring the un-Mhirolleil sway of the three kingdoms. 
Tile tide of their niece, Mari', to the throne of Kiigfuid 
Wins accounted prulV-rabh 1 to [ha: of Eliuihcth by *U good 
eaihpUca, who held the marriage of Henry with Catha¬ 
rine to lie imllt-soUihle-, unless by the authority of the 
pope. The [Hiniolt of the English people which still ad¬ 
hered to the Komiali Communion waa cook i il i r.iUe, while 
the favftiifcm of thr Refumiatiqu in Scotland *eemftl 
m yet no ways formidable. Lf heresy could there be 
checked In tin- hud. and die whale Scottish nation ren¬ 
dered tike partisans of their eansc, the princes of Lor¬ 
raine had grounds for expectations by no mean* chime¬ 
rical. From France* from Spain r and the other countries 
which abetted the catholic league, they might hope to 
|>nor into Scntbud such a body of disciplined imops, oi* 
uniting with the tuffrai, and entering England on her 
ilrlcticdcu side, should disperse the raw levies of EL im¬ 
beds, and place their nlett m her throne. 

These inietitidns were manifested by tike Grit moTe- 
mcntii ill the gigantic plan, N^o sooner Was dir death: qf 
Mary of England announced in France, tlian the qui-cn 
of Scots and tier husband endeafmed lo keep aliv-e the 
hop f- of their partisan* by assuming ihc arm* ,im[ tide 
of king ami queen tkf England. This ptmik |iToVisl 
rather injurious than useful go die projects nf the bonre 
of tvdiso, by discoloring their designs and putting their 
enemies on their guard; but mete energetic measures 
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were, in conformity |o their couusek, wlopted by their 
sEmer; the c[ueen dowager Kgcnt of Scotland. That 
princes, naturally modjenie and politic* bad hltbetto 
pursued & bVSLeiEi so inild And conciliating a* had, in a 
great imumirc, lulled the dangerous dissensions of her 
country,, Now, however* from an undue subserviency 
to the design* of her brothers, ihe fatal error of hercha* 
racier, she begun to attempt the extirpation of pro- 
testantism. by mingling a cruelly which should have 
shocked her humanity, with a faithlessness from which 
her moral feelings ought to have revolted* The Buffer- 
ent at length betook thefUHJves to arm*; but the vigour 
and dexterity of the regent,, supported by a body of 
veteran French troops, soon compelled them to smplbre 
assifitancc from the common protectress of the llefnrm* 
ntion. 

Thera were certain circumstances which Tendered 
Elizabeth much less forward in their support tlutn her 
interest wjjwl to demand. The principles of die Scot- 
thh protestants, especially In regard to the fora of wor- 
bIbI p r went far beyond her idea* of reformation ; and the 
strong tincture of republicanism which appeared in their 
politics, rendered them, in her eyes* mttpeefed and dan-* 
gerous. To ibet rebellious nibjcete, la always a delicate 
undertaking for sovereigns; but in a country so closely 
CofciiieCted with her mwll, by vicinity, language* and 
manners, it seemed most unsafe to encourage the hup- 
porters of those aril and religious principles, which* at 
home, ail her authority was employed to suppress.* To 
these diesuanves* her love of economy gave additional 
force ; since it was manifest diat the necessities of tile 
Serna would require eotmdenible supplies, while their 
poverty left her no hope of reimbureemenL 

It w:ls, we are informed, by the representations of 
Cecil that dm at length permitted these ramiJerationi 
to give way Eu others still more urgent arid-important. 
Two papers, written with his own hand, and ilill pre- 
* ElLllbrih* Um f to U» E«l qf Bedfoid, l#i Ap^ub'E, xui- 
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smd, contain the ttaiOltfngB in which he explained to 
the queen and her council the propriety ami necessity of 
interfering in the affairs of ScotlariiL* totting out with 
the principle that every melety has a right lo provide 
for its MMMitj both against present atuI future dangers, 
anil to turn a gain at its enemies the means employed by 
them for its annovanc?* bo pfW»d* to fchuw, ilmt the 
safety of England euuid be getmfed only by sending puw- 
erfu! and immediate assist-aimc! to the Sottish protest- 
aiit.ij Eli rsheih felt the furee of the-w arguments; but 
her first succours, consisting in some small reudttinces 
of money* were so inadequate, as to produce no effect in 
favour of her friends. Afterwards, however, when Scot- 
land could not uEberwiw be rescued from entire mbju- 
gatfon by her enemies, *he formal with the prates? anU 
1 league offensive anil dcfcDiiive; sent & powerful fleet 
in guard Uii- Forth against mnforeemnitB from France, 
and. by the aid of i land fume, enabled the Scots to drive 
the Prtiidi from the field, and berime eIlocei in their luis 
refuge it Leith. 

This "timely and vigorous effort, in pqp|Kirt of the 
Scottish protoumfoi, led to « treaty in which Cecil and 
Dr. Wottun, the [dLiii|>otriktiMin of Elizabeth, partly 
from their talents, partly fro ns tike desperate situation of 
their enemies, procured the mo*t advantageous terms, for 
ihrir allies*. The Scottish parliament, of which ihe 
gfrmt majority now adhered to the reformed faith, ob¬ 
tained almost the whole direction of public aHiilrs. It 
wia atipulatal, that this assembly should meet and am 
with the mine full powers as if formally con voted by die 
sovereign : that, during tile absence of ihcir young i|uo£D T 
[lie ailministration should he T«|eJ in twelve Commis- 
aioiiers. of which the queen should select senm, and the 
parliament fin, out of twenty-four fk-hsoTis named by the 
parliament: that, without the contetu of this umbly, 
neither War should be declared nnr pftUH concluded ; that 
the French troop* should be immediately removed to 
thdr own country, and the fortresses of Lrith iuul ])un- 
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bar, then in their po&eqshg), demolished i that in future 
no foreign troops should be introduced, and no fort 
erected, without the perrnimon of parliament: tlmt no 
foreigner should hereafter he advanced to any place of 
trust Of dignity in the kingdom : and that there should 
lx i a general art of Amnesty for tlione who had opposed 
the measures of government, The security of die pro- 
tc&Laut faith was fully provided for by an arrielc winch 
left all matters respecting religion to the decklon of peu- 

imot v 

The [bolide moderation of Elisabeth and her ministers 
was conspicuous in the articles stipulated for England* 
The English forces as well as the French were to be 
withdmwii from Scotland ; former treaties wore renewed, 
and the only additional article was, that the right of 
Elizabeth to the English throne should bo formally sc- 
fcnowledgeil^lary and Hor husband conning, from [hence¬ 
forward, to assume the title or bear [he arms of Eng-* 
land. Elizabeth had indeed enjoined her pkmpuicii- 
liaries to demand AOCUXKJ crowns, and the restitution 
of (’alais, as a compcn&atiou Tor the indignity already 
nflered in lfcur > by the assumption of her anus and tide: 
but tlifsc conditions* to which the French eamnusdoneis 
had lio |K>wi;r to agree, were at length referred to future 
diaeiJsaicin T + 

Ac BO small an expense, *ttd with an exertion w tri- 
vLilj compared to the magnitude of the object, did the 
English government, by iu vigour and sapeity, Eucceed 
in living a complete ascendancy to is pmtestanc allies 
in Scotland. And when the catholic religion won ahen 
lialic^l, and tho reformed e*utbli>hed bylaw, that country, 
instead of avoiding piimeular facilities to the enemies of 
ELi&»bcch, became a new bulwark lo her throne* 

The return of Mary to Skotl&m!, and her Assumption 
of the rdns of government, led to plana of policy, in 
which the passions of Elizabeth interfered su much with 
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the diccftlos of her under^tanJin^ anil th c counts of 
her aftalitM, that we are bewildered amidst the effects 
of an irreso!ulion a duplicity, ami contradiction., which her 
u filial systematic procedure does not prrpire us to expect. 
The unfortunate Mary undertook the adunnisiratlun of 
ber kingdom in circunisLaiicrs where the sagacity of 
txpmenb and Lhe coo hm& of ago could sesreciy have 
conducted to ft Eaccessftil Ukul- die delicate intern*! 
committed to youdi ami indkrftion- Her subjects., still 
in the ferment of a reHjziouij revolution, entertained vio¬ 
lent prejudices against their sovereign. It was fresh In 
tlteir recollection, that the cruel persecutions from which, 
they had just escaped were carried on at the instigation 
of Mary's nudes, and under the authority of her modacr ; 
and ihi'y keww that plain were concerted by the bouse of 
Culae for die final extirpation of the proteataiit religion. 
Onrortunat^ly they hud too strong reasons to aspect that 
their queen, devoted to popery and to the will of her 
uncles, would not scruple to concur in the most danger* 
ous design** Stimulated hy these considerations* they 
scrutinised every step of her conduct with the mo*l jea¬ 
lous care - and is like rudeness of milUMTt In [lint age 
had hem heightened by the convulsions and ibuigeni of 
a revolution, they treated her with a Wihnesa, which. 
In her eyes* might well appear indignity to a sovereign, 
and brutality to a woman. 

Mary, e ducat ed in the polished, pay, and arbitrary 
Coilrt of Frntiee, wftf equally fihnckcd with the coarse¬ 
ness of ilte Scots, die moroHenesH of their manners, and 
the republican principle* which they had imhil^d with 
their new religion. Nor were her mure serious thought! 
less outraged than her taste. WbDe wareely allowed to 
exercise, in her private chapel, those rite* to which die 
vnm fondly attached* she daily heard them trotted with 
iniolting contumely, and herself reproached as a deluded 
and desperate idolatry. With a spirit too high and 
with pa&Jon* ton lively to submit to such iuonili ration, 
or to win die conti dunce of her people by a train of pru- 
deni and conciliating measures, she endeavoured, in die 
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cosiTgtratiBQ anti amusemcnta of a few favwTiie domes¬ 
tics, to recoil her former wem-s of enjoyment, and to Use 
the recollection of her present hardships. Bui, tty a p** 
culiar inlVtictiy T the ittlduiUfDts of Mary were more 
filial TO her happiness thin oych. her aver wens * and the 
unworthy objects on wham her affection wa* ^yeeea- 
ei rely fixed proved the principal means of precipitating 
her ruin. By Iter choice of a youth whose head and 
heart were no less defective than hi* external appear- 
ante was captivating, a catholic in his creed, and a liber- 
tine in his morals r she shocked the pious, and alienated 
the wise*: and when her infatuated fondue** was soon 
smccectled by unconquerable aremon, the change waa 
attributed, not to die return of reason, but the fickleness 
of passion. The confidence and familiarity with which 
she dminguished on unworthy minion seemed to argue 
a strange depravity of irate ; which Iter enemies readily 
accounted for hy supposing a -till Strange* depravity of 
morals. Hut when, in appoirtktt to die united voice of 
her subjects, to all Ijiwi divine and human p ehe batewvd 
her atfL-clioiifi on the murder of her husband, screened 
him from the vengeance of outraged justice, and m i di 
him the partaker of her bed and her authority, dir in¬ 
dignation of her subjects could no longer be kept within 
die bounds of allegiance. They took up anus qp&am 
her, frmnally deposed her from the fiovexuignty . and 
filially compelled her to «ek for refuge hi Englamf. 

During thwe transactions* the interference of the 
English gofpnmem was hesitating* imiediiv^ and con¬ 
tradictory. The eonfitleutial minlrtm of Elirabcfh* 
strongly tinctured with the religious opinions of the 
ScotiLHh reformers, and looking on the ascendancy of 
Maryan the chief source of danger to ilidr government, 
appar to have been unauhnotisEy of opinion that the 
Scottish pTOteitJUitt ought to be supported - and their 
qucch T if not dethroned, at least involved in perpetual 
difficulties. Hod Elizabeth consulted merely her per- 
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svdeiI feelings towiinh Mary, her measures would have 
btTii no ba hostile %hm the counsel* of her ministers, 
Htf resentment against a competitor who bd iusuia«] 
JiL'r tick* linrl afl«Ktuil Eo consider ha birth iitillegidmitte f 
was tggftvtted by haifd of a. r^l who eclipsed her in 
those personal charm* of which she was no less [ciutcioiia 
this of her sovereignty, The animosiEy thtta fostered 
in her hreatt betaine apparent ou various oceariona, When 
Mary, on her return from Franco to her own dominions, 
holtci i li E a safe-conduct from Elizabeth, this request^ ak 
though a inert! matter of compliusiukv* was refuel by 
the latter, with an ill-humour which seemed to indicate 
'Tory unfriendly intentions* In the «aim- maimer, 
PTery overture for the marriage of the Scottish queen 
was indimtriniisfy counteracted by her jealous ueigb 
iBur t and when Dsmley at length became the object of 
her choice* Elirabcdi reproached her with thin marriage, 
ns with a crime against berrelf and her g iw e nmw at* 
Nor Hid Miry take any misiKireg to condllm? a rival 
whom !>hc looked on ns die usurper of her rights, and 
the enemy of her person and religion. She nshmA to 
ratify drat article of the (remy of ftbnbfijrgh by which 
ihc was hound to renounce her chums to the English 
throne; ami she wcA^ronally expressed her indignation^ 
with more frankness than prudence, against die ill-cvn- 
«led malignity of Elluibcdut 

\ ft, notwittiHtinding her personal SJiimtMtty m Mary, 
the queen of England was far front entering cordially 
into the views of the Sconi-h prates Lam*. Their tenets, 
both ci vil *Lkl religious. 60 nearly allied to those of her 
own puritan^ were die object of her decided aversion ; 
thtir MCVEILlancy was the last means by which she 
wished the humiliation of her rival. The irnptndent 
attachment and the consequent unpopularity and igno- 
mitiy of dm Scottish queen* probably afbrded her more 
Mtiifacfcbn Ehiui regret; and it apps* ehst her amha*- 
fiodoTft^ of ihciiisclvcs well inclined to the l&sk F were 
encouraged in fomenting the i Widens between die 
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court and the people of StflUnntL But when tbe 
« Coagve^tion 11 proceeded to liy tbeii Kovirreign for like 
crimen of which she w accused, and to deprive her of 
bet throne tuid her liberty in eotaeqUetK* of their own 
award, the high monarchical sentiments of EHwfceth 
were alarmed* She sternly demanded w cspliiiatmn of 
limr pru-riumptuoun conduct;: and as their republican 
justification was L.*veci more oflliiai'e to- her ill-in their 
measures, *be endeavoured by threat* to procure the 
rekue and mrtoraliotl of their wnwreign. Sbc net-ms 
even to lure formed the Ksdutigti of attempting thin 
object bv force of arms, in opposition to il» ■towmu 
TemonscranM of Cedi and her other minute*!, who re¬ 
presented the danger of employing her arm* So rm^h 
her most useful friends, and reinstate her mortal enemy, 
So thoroughly were the Scottish protcstants conduced of 
Ler dictation from their inumUt that they refused her 
ambassador admittance to tW captive ipeto, and pf*- 
partrtl to support themselves by other alliance^ Already 
hail their overtures been favourably Kccfrcd by [lie 
trench, who made no scruple of abandoning Mary, 
provided they could maintain their ascendaacy in Scot- 
W; and the English reddent had repeatedly warned 
Iuh court of this danger* Inevitable, unh*s Elizabeth 
should idler her conduct towards die Scottish pro- 
testa elEs. * 

The escape of Mary from confinement, and her sub- 
•aqqnt retreat into England, produced a new course of 
poEky on the part of Elisabeth* Her cvnfidentul 
vAinifiten, more alive u> the supposed Ifitefesla of t \mr 
country said. religion than to the dictatei of gtucrptit) * 
*ccm to have been unsniniously of opinion, tbit the 
fcottiih i[ueen, instead of being sided by Eliwbeth 
against her subject!, should, under specious pretence, 
be detained in a lasting captivity.t Her enmity in dn-' 
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m**t*nt religion, and to Elizabeth, Lhev arndd cmi 
implacable; and wti« she restored by the mens of Eng- 
Uml to her thruriv, the would sot, they thought, scruple 
to turn her regained authority ngainst her benefactor*. 
On the other hour), her detention would giro the English 
government a complete control over the affair* of jktit- 
]a«d ; for tiic Scottish ptolwUat, would not fail to re¬ 
spect her will while she had their qu«n in her hands, 
and count punish them by restoring an flauenfed so¬ 
vereign to their throne. Xor did they see how tW 
advantages could he attained by a procedure 1™ l U r*h 
tl.au il. t . captivity of Mary. To n-fu.se her an *»yhun 
wou d be replete with danger : that high-spirited princes 
would not fail to raise France and Spain in her cause- 
to procure from their willing ambition large forces for 
her tcsfcoratioti; and, rtintuloteil boil, by ancient and 
recent animosities, to employ her recovered power m 
to Engk^i 

Thfw repreveuouions produced a powerful impression 
on Elisabeth, confirmed a* they were by eenain peculi¬ 
arities in the situation of her rival, which admitted of 
"™! '"vtoure* being taken against her, without com¬ 
promising the cause of sovereigns, or exciting general 
indignation against herself. Mary was accused of * 
eninv horrible to mankinil,^ participation it. the mur¬ 
der of her husband; mid her Marriage with his reputed 
IHUrtlcm had imprrad a belief of ]jcf jpiilt, hq| t nsJIv 
to be effaced, White she laboured under the j » 

imligutkoy W detention would i» *ppUu.cLi^t by 
many, and warmly resented by none. On the other 
luind, the tlinme, if upheld as a Hnatuuy f« rae |i 
cnmre t vreuL.1 kom odious in the eyes of mil; and 
I'dixabulh, in supporting such a tenet, would Weaken her 
own snthoruy while dm outraged the Feelings of man. 

These considerations marie Eliaaheth determine to 
detain the ^ Ottidl TO, not os a royd guest, win, had 
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come to claim her protcttLenij but as a prisoner brought 
by happy accident into her power. From this cam- 
irumeiiiricnT licr hatred to Mare progressively increased 
by a Turiety of (^nnsdotts that the Mention of 

Mary was a new source of fsoitmcnt* the ranmirafan 
of the injurv became a cause for it* Aggravation. IV- 
rtving, from the ill-advised concessions and subsequent 
retractations of the Scottish queen, a semblance of right 
io judge in her cause, und a colour for i^siniiing her 
guilt if? undeniable, both who and her people came go- 
dually to regard (he capita ta* as a sovereign princes® 
than «3 a criminal subject of England. The miutL of 
Elizabeth was perpetually Agitated by (lie apprehension 
of her prisoner's Lisea|tf, and more than once by I lie 
discovery of conspiracies, which Mary hrauriouriy conn- 
twi«i All ihcM proved new incentives to her 
hatred, and prompted her to a measure from which her 
tenderness for the rights of sovereigns would at drat 
have made her revolt with horror. 

From the letters and (he conduct of Elisabeth in 
regard to Mary, wc pererive that slit limd at two 
irreconcilable objects. She longed for the destruction 
of her dangerous prisoner, sunl she no less earnestly 
desired to have it accomplished wilhrmi her apparent 
concurrence or connivance, She seems to have long 
hoped that Mary would aint under the rigours of her 
confinement, Ur fall a sacrifice to the discontent of her 
Jfet'IMJT. The earl of ?hrewshury p to whose CtUttody she 
was intrusted, wo* subjected to groat restraint and 
privation. Although entirely devoted to Elisabeth, and 
jsufficiendy willing to deprive Mary of every enjoy¬ 
ment *, Ms disposition was rendered still more narrow 
and intrucuhta, by the severe and ungenerous usage 
which he experienced from his sovereign* The allow¬ 
ances which he received for the maintenance q£ the 
<|uecti of Scots were so inadequate, that die deficiency 
impaired hip private fortune; and after many year* of 
this unprofitable charge* when he at length expected 
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BQnuf H%nal marl of royal bounty, to bis in exp risible 
asEutiidimcrit and ruunificatbn, he received m order 
from court by which hi* appoititmcn H, instead of being 
increased, were diminished one hdf.* When the re¬ 
trenchments, which this Atraugc piece of economy nam- 
rally led him to mdi; in the diet and BCEorauiodations 
of Afary, were cottlpUmed of hy the French ambassador, 
Shrewrimry received a letter from court, oxpre&iug die 
<fi*plwnire of hi* queen In strong terms, but containing 
no intiurniiou that lik Former allowances would be 
Wtorw L + 

Other rircu instances concurred to tuahe Shrewsbury 
dissatisfied with bin charge. As his whole dme and 
aitrntion were occupied itt watching oxer Ida prisoner, 
bis private affairs were neglected; and bin rujjsnu, in 
various puts of the country, taking advantage of hh 
situation, contrived w evade Ilia claims, by involving 
him in troublesome kirauita.^ If he ventured on an 
fmm the fttudeocc of Alary, lie was sure to 
be remi ruled § r by a severe reprimand* of his duty, || 
if a friend happened to |*y him a visit, a letter full of 
imm u at wuM showed him that the Jealousy of his sove¬ 
reign was MiBctL At length, by a strange excess of 
severity, his very children were not permitted to visit 
him; and he wm almost rahiced to despair, when his 
wnest entreaties, seconded by the friendship of Cedi, 
and some of the other ministers, procured his release 
from ail intolerable bondage. 

To dr Ambi l p wiJei t one of the gentlemen lo whom 
thi? royal prisnner was afterwards committed, Elizabeth 
WJJTJ U> have given a much mure explicit intimation of 
her wishes. Pl'ulcE hnd nitcr^l into die royal A^otb 
aiion for bringing m punishment all pretenders to the 
throne who should attempt her life ; and she seemed iq 
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i^af be vonlil riil her cf bcr enemy* without 
subjecting her to the necessity p which she so eamrtlf 
wished lo ^void p of actually dining the death-warratU- • 
This gctilleman refusal 10 Iv her iuitmmem in so base 
a deed, which tie would have both ^savuwtd ami 
punished - f and no other course rtmiiawd hut to autho¬ 
rise the execution of lhe sentence against Mary : hot 
Elizabeth affected the utmost Tcluerance to a step which 
her parliament m\i\ [e^plfi who heartily haled and 
ilrrcdnL the qam oF twin*. so carntftUy pm-ed- To 
such a length were her hope* of ck«mng mantmd by 
this auplLrityeatritxl.aiaijCTcn after baying ddibenudy 
sigTKd the warrant, and delivered it to Davison p her 
secretary of stilts she pf®k , n 4 pJ 1 on hearing that it was 
actually executed, the minosst Aatenlshmenl, grief, and 
indignation- Loudly aetniiing the Mcrecary of having 
smrepti cloudy sent oft' the warrant, ift direct opposition 
toher in donation, fhe caused the unfortunate man to bo 
subjected, on this charge to a henry fine, which she 
Irried, to hil utter ruin. 

If the part which Cecil bore in these tran Elions ha* 
brought ciiiiwje on his memory p it brought »less on- 
happiiies* on his mind- HU opinion respecting the 
queen of Seats, mil the manner of her treatment, coin¬ 
cided with those of his cdk^un in office. While he 
looked on her u the tUMt dangerous enemy of bis 
sovereign ami his religion, he considered her liberty, 
and even her iife h as wrarcely compatible with tile safety 
of either. Yet her confinement freed him neither from 
anxiety nor danger; hk vigilance was incessantly oc¬ 
cupied' in counteracting the plots of her partisans, which 
aimed to involve himself ami bia queen in one desirtic- 
(ioo. Mary even proved a source of disquietude to him, 
in it way which he could learn hitve expected, Dicing, 
from motivei of humanity r obtain cd Elizabeth a re] oc¬ 
tant couwiit that the captive queen, whose health hud 
RiiflviGil muqh From confinement, should he carried to 
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Button Wells for her recovery * # lie happened* during 
her stay there* id visit Ihe same pine* for the ithef of 
lib dttrp complaint*. Hid jeaJotli sovereign* connect mg 
this accidental meting with Ids frequent ipplicathma lo 
mitigate ill? severities practised tg&iust Mary (fur he 
was averse to all uiineccraary harshne**)* conceived the 
strange suspicion that he hail a private mtiierstanding 
with Use t|iiCM3 of &CDEM, aiul had repaired to Boston for 
the purpose of maturing some treacherous project, ■+ 
Kor ffw this dlilUmcd surmise die transient apprehen¬ 
sion &f a moment, On hie return to court* he was 
cliarped hy Elizabeth with this imaginary intrigue^ in 
tcmtH most injurious to lib tried fidelity; and he found 
it prudent to decline a match between his daughter and 
the «m of dip earl uf Shrewsbury* the keeper of Mary* 
and the supposed agent in their scerer xwgDtiariotts.j 
But while ttiui strangely su^terl by Elizabeth, 
Cecil wa% above at] others* obnosiotiu to the puriisautf 
of Mary 4 Having been the chief means of iliscovcfibg 
Jind overt] I rowing die conspiracies of Norfolk, he was 
ppppuclittl as die cause of dial popular uohltmnn'fl 
death; though the repetition of the dukes treasonable 
attempts, after ho hml once hem pardoned* seemed to 
redder him no Hi object of royal clemency. To cun- 
ailer Cedi as his private enemy seems altogether unfair. 
He wi* instrumental in procuring the portion of Norfolk 
aflvr his first oifence ; he cnJeivourwl, hy salutary 
counsel*. to disulfide him from the prosecution of hr& 
pemlrioaut Fchcnie a ; and* in some of bhwriiin^ which 
still remain, he laments die itLf.itiialion of hi* groco* 
wliii'h renderall good subjects his public cnemiesj, 
however tln-y might respect lib private virtues. § Vet 
the whole odium uf Norfolk h dcutii was thrown on him * 
and die general reproach wp countenanced bv ihe un- 
blushing duplicity of Elizabeth. Thai pi dm*, though 
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she bad the execution without any reluctance, 

was Anxious to bvp ii believed that fhir had only yielded 
to the importunities of Cecil* The minister vra^ for 
some time after, treated is a person who had deluded 
lit!; into afl act repugnant Id lier nature ; ahd he not 
received again into her presence anil favour until sibe 
th ought tint appearances were sufficiently ra.tisfl.iMl, I hrt 
he hail vet to connect a private and deeper affliction with 
the fate of Norfolk, One of CraTt daughter* was un¬ 
fortunately iMrripi! to a profligate hiudMnd, the carl of 
Oxford: ito young nobleman, much attached to Nor¬ 
folk* threatened to father in-kw, that, unless lie would 
undertake to procure the duke & panto,, he would do all 
in hit |Hiwer to min his daughter. This threat lie exe¬ 
cuted with inhuman punctuality: md after having d&- 
aerted her bed, and squandered lib fortune in the most 
abandoned couiapi^ he brought p by a train of barbarous 
usage, his innocent victim to an untimely grave," 

The selfish Elizabeth felt do remoTwe in attempting 
to load Cecil with the odium of the execution of Mary, 
be well u of Norfolk. He appears to have hid no 
greater share in advising it than the other minister*: 
hot an 111' WAS accounted a principal elictny of lb? quect! 
of £coPe, Elizabeth judged that an imputation apin&t 
him would be most readily received ; and, with this im- 
generous view, she banished him from her presence* and 
treated him with ah the harshness due to an unfaithful 
counsellor. Cecil appears, on this occasion, to have 
been ecrfotiiiy alarmed; minister! were not, in iliat agr* 
protected against the crown, and the mi*fortune* of 
secretary Davison, then passing before' hie eyes, proved 
fu him that, if Elkabrth should account a further sacri¬ 
fice necessary for her purposes, httle was (o be exported 
cither from her justice or gratitude, Hut, a* the tin- 
snty of her indignation had been test hied sufficiently 
for political jiiirjUKcs by die ruin of Davibon, and as 
the services of Cecil were too useful to be dispensed 
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with. who inffctwl herself to be at IcngtJi moLHtted, an d 
received him sgum Into favour.* 

\Vv have now taken a survey of the part acted by 
{ nil hi regard io religion, to jeuncade ant! to foreign 
policy T A Striking cbaracteristic, mad one hardly ever 
possessed lo an equal degree by other statesmen, wu a 
uniformity in his plans, the rtfult of n mind always- 
cool and deliberate, sell turn blinded by prejudice* and 
never prccipitatcd by passion. On &ume ■DCCasiufii we 
may dissent from his opinion, am! in a few we may 
Suspect die qualities of his heart ; hut, ib gi-Qcral, We 
must allow that the measures which Elizabeth pursued 
In opposition to hbi sentiments were the chief defects 
of her government; while those which die adopted in 
conformity to his counsels produced the hmted pro- 
sjH-rity and pimry of her reign. 

ll ha* long since been observed, that ihe most aue- 
easfuE statesman is scarcely an object of envy ; that hu 
pre-eminence u dearly purchased by unerring dhquic^ 
tttdes, and that his honours are an inadequate com- 

pcti-alLon for his mortifiirat Lons and dacLgtrs, While 

nation*, like individuals, are liable to he agiuted by violent 
passion*. anr| misled by fake- views of interest, the 
advocate of moderation and peace Is often the object of 
popular reproach* Such was not unfrcqucntly the case 
of Cecil. wildly Were die minds of lueii [assessed 
with die prospect of military glory anti Mexican gold, 
tint his opposition to ihe conlinumrc of the Spanish 
war subjected him oven to |her*onal danger from the 
populace. The more violent among the clergy r became 
he Sitempted 10 restrain their persecuting spirit, rtvij^tl 
him as a puritan in disguise, as a secret enemy to the 
churdl ; while tile more sterdou* diisenter* were HO less 
guspidous of his cmkavouTi to persuade them fiito con- 
funnily. From his supposed influence In public atijiir*, 
the enemies of government were also hlspcrbOCld enemies. 
The friends of Mary queen of Seels, and the panimn 
of the popish religion, regarded him as (heir capital foe $ 
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and not E&iuftftl wiih inaw^t^ ilufiirning him by 
libels, they attempted inure than oa£e to take him off by 
assassination. In oru! of th^ aftem[»E^ for wlii^i two 
aasasdnft were executed, she Spanish nmbaasudor was 
fittspertcd to have Ikcii egnemtrd, and was, in etm- 
wqudce, ordered to depart the kingdom, 

II Lh influence with KlEiibnJa exposed him to equal 
luitrcd from the imyority of the courticm The earl of 
Leicester was at the head of dll the intrigura afiainat 
him, ami made, on wie occasion* a bold effort to accom¬ 
plish SiiH ruin. In oincm with the prindpd wtrtteix, 
he planned that Cedi ihuuld be unexpectedly accused 
before die privy imhih-Uj amesioil without the knowledge 
of the queen, ami immediately *cnt to the Tower, 
When thus removed from tlie qurai's presence, rbuu- 
datue of ureojatioiiip it was imaginedj might be pro- 
cum! in cdioti her con-sent to liie trial Hid condemnation.* 
Tliia plot had nearly reached ita acroinplifthTurnt, and 
Cedi wm relating bin accuser* in the privy council 
with very little effect, when Eliuih£ilj T who had been 
privately informed of the decign, suddenly entered the 
room* and addressed r to the aiTunbhcd councilor!., otie 
of iVicrae appalling rqtrimiimb which were more dis- 
tingui *hed far vigour tkn duliac^f 

A% a cumpenutiun for them tftHpriefvdcfl, ami a re- 
compLTifK for bis services, we should not be surprised to 
find Cedi loaded with the favours of his sovereign. 
But that prince wa* proverbially frugal of her reward*. 
Her Jove of economy wits frequently carried to a blame- 
able excess, and her confidential minister! abridged of 
the means to terro hiLT with advantage- There remain 
various letters of sir Francis WolidiighiLNi, complaining 
of his being wholly unable, on his scanty appointment*, 
to support his mablklimentp though very inadequate to 
hi* quality of ambassador in France-J Other iuimsh?re 
had equal mtnon for complaint; acid there were many 
more fortunes spent than made in her service. In the 
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dlhirSbutum of hoiMTOrt her frugality Was m less con¬ 
spicuous, and muM be ascribed only ta sound policy, 
uninClueneed by ihi^ellt motives. Aware that titles, 
tides* accounted indicative of real merit in those on 
whom they were bestowed, wmiM cease to confer dit- 
tinciion, site distributed them with a careful And sparing 
hand ; and the honours of the earl of Leicester nfTonl 
perhaps a solitary instance, in her reign, of a title ac¬ 
quired without tken. A tide from Elizabeth was 
consequently a real reward, and was deemed an adequate 
retribution for the most important service*. 

If Cecil was better rewarded than the other ministers, 
we must own that his claims were ; and we shah 

End that die favours which he received were neither 
h&Miiy bestowedj nor carrittl beyond bis merits* In 
cmiieqtienrt »f his effort* in repreeidug die rebellion 
which attended the duke of Norfolk's lirst tonspireev, ho 
was created a baron, die highest title he ever attained. 
The other favour* which he received, consisting in 
official sirmtiwis, could hardly be denominated jfrvfank } 
■tope they brought him additional busing* which he 
executed with punctuality and diligence. After con¬ 
cluding the treaty of Edinburgh, he wax appointed 
master of the wards, an office iir virtue of which he had 
to preaidi? in the court of wink, and la determine a 
variety of questions between the sovereign and the 
subject. Eleven years afterwards, lord Burleigh (such 
was his new tide) was raised ihe office of lord higii 
treasurer* which, along with great dignity* brought him 
an immense addition of complicated business. An 
accumulation of offices in the bauds of one man naturally 
Iwl m much envy, ami was certainly a very blamcablo 
precedent; hot tile fidelity and ability with which he 
executed their duties mult, in his case, alleviate the 
censure of posterity. 

Lord Burleigh continued mtitfrtgr during a \>enm\ of 
unexampled length, and in an agv when mm in office 
were rxpo*«l u> die radeat assaults of faction and in- 
irigue. To investigate the means by which ho main- 
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lai ru'd hi* station can mil fail to be instructive, devoid 
as they were of the craft and subtlety so frequently 
CorHHH'tt'il wllli the ua.uk 1 of |aolkllciJLn. The arts to 
which lie owed his success were net lew hemouruhta than 
skilful, end would have raised him to influence and 
reputation in the walks of private fife* Fur nothing was 
ho mure remarkable iliau for Ills unremitting diligence 
and scrupulous punctuality. Whatever the engage¬ 
ments of others, whether ihe pursuit of pleasure or the 
Cabals of the court* Rurtdgh was always found at his 
post, intensely occupied with the duties of office and the 
c Li res of government- A young courtier of those tithes, 
while ricscrihLiig ihr intrigues with which all around 
him were busied, obflenw, M My lord treasurer, even 
after the old manner^ de.dcth with rutten of stale only, 
and bcaruih himself very uprightly/** The degree of 
his industry may ho estimated from its effects, which 
were altogether wonderful- A* principal secretary of 
state, anil for a considerable time a§ sole secretary, he 
managed a great proportion of the public busing both 
foreign amt domestic; he conducted negotiation*, planned 
Expedition*, watched over the machinations of internal 
enemies, employed private source* of intelligence, ass inter! 
at tile deli bent tion* of the privy council mid parliament, 
anil wrote many tracts on the state of affairs. When 
muted Surd high treasure^ hia concern with the general 
a flairs of government continued* while he had, moreover, 
10 attend to the rtcripta and disbursement! of die nation, 
to itevke means Jor replenishing the treasury, and to 
sit occasionally in the court of Exchequer, ns judge 
between the people and the officers of die wrvctiiM, As 
muter of the court of wards, he had much judicial 
occupation during term; for his equitable decision* 
brought before him an unusual aCfuEnulaliort of sui't*- 
N T or dtd he neglect those ciumetoui petitions with whidi 
he war* pi* r pL-UL.il Ly importuned* romc demanding the 
reward of aemces, others imploring the redrew of 
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injuries ^ and., amidst alt shew avocation*. hk private 
affairs. tVefC managed with tiiir name p neki cm a& tlluiie of 
the ititc- 

A13 IMs load of buju liras hr m enabled* hy assiduous 
application and exact method, U> despatch without either 
hum or confusion. In conformLty to Ilk favouriEe max* 
im, that '* the shortest way to do many things is to do 
only one thing n uuct/* he dtiisl)i.il odi branch of bud- 
ness, before he proceeded to another* and never left a 
thiEHg undone with the view of recurrmc to it at a period 
of more leisure. Jn the courts where he predded, he de¬ 
spatched ns many cauik.'ii in one tvrm as hi* predecessors 
in a twehtuMBth-" Whm pressed with an accumula¬ 
tion of it!air*, which frequently happened, be rather 
chose eo encroach on tile motlcnle interval* usually 
dlowftl to Ilia meals and his sleep, than fo omit any part 
of his t.T-sk, Even when labouring under pain, and in 
danger of increasing his malady, he frequently caused 
himself to be carried to hii office for the despatch of 
hupinew. An eye-wiiiiess assure* In (hat, during a period 
of iWEiiiy-four ytwrs, he ncv*r ww him sihe for Sudf an 
hour together f ; and if he had no |arLicular task to o- 
ecute, which rarely happened* he would atill busy him* 
self in reading, writing* or meditaeingr J By incraEaiH 
practice, he acquired a facility and despatch which 
seemed altogether wonderful to idle courtiers; it proved 
of incalculable advantage to government, ami to himself 
it gave a devilled superiority over his Iraa industrious 
rivals, 

Ncxl to hu unequalled diligence and punctuality we 
are to rink hi* inducible reserve, whenever reserve was 
necessary. "While he avoided iliat ayatem of deception 
by which statesmen have so often undertaken to gain 
tlidr end*, he succeeded in concealing hts real views* hy 
the mere maJataumte of a guarded secrecy, Perfectly 
tmpc ncmhle to the dexterous ageuEiR who Were 1 employed 
to sound him* his unaltered countenance and unemhar* 
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raised modoni aflbided nrt mean* to divine the impres¬ 
sions produced on him by Any c oramun ioatloitf. Equally 
hopde&i the attempt to arrive at his political wrtinrts 
by procuring access to bis most Lntiinabe friend^ ; for he 
had TUJ ccinfidan C s. * ** .ALteInpEs 3 ,, he %aid, “ :ue most 

likely to succeed when planutd deliberately! carried 
secretly, and cxceutcd speedily." f 

The resolution with which he could persevere in his 
reseiTe was remarkably exemplified in his client? with 
respect to the succession to the throne. Three riTal fa¬ 
milies at that time claimed thin splendid inheritance,— 
tlm lioELid of Suffolk and amj the royal Hoc 

of Scotland: the title of either might have been ren- 
deml preferable by an act of parliament* But Burleigh 
saw the danger of declaring in favour of one or other* 
AH Wttt at present restrained from improper attempts by 
their expectations; but if the intentions of the quean 
were once known, the disappointed families might be apt 
to embrace thuse violent nmtnxm from which alone they 
could then hope for .success* He determined, therefore, 
to maintain a profound silence on this delicate question ; 
and the queen, probably in consequence of his counsel** 
adopted sml persrveml in the «me resolution, in apite 
of all the remonstrances with which she was assailed. 
The piLrtiajnent often attempted to force a dinclosijre of 
her sentimenu, and she and her minister found much 
difficulty in eluding their Import uni ties; yet Ilurlrigb 
earned his opinion with him to the gran?, and Elizabeth 
disclosed hen only no her death-bed, 

No statesman was ever more distinguished for self- 
command and moderation. Collected, calm, and ener¬ 
getic in the most critical emcrgiineios T he bane adversity 
without any iips of dejection, and prosperity without 
auy apparent elevationYet his coolness hid In it 
nothing repulnive ; and his Edf-command was chiefly 
exerted In rapresamg angry e morions In council, he 
wei always the strenuous oilvocate of moderate and con- 
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ei hating measures*^ and it ms bis pord tutor boiat ihife 
notwithstanding the extent « f bin pH rate am well as bis 
public trail He thffl*, he had never mgd nor b cun sued by 
any mamf He bore the attack* of his opponents with¬ 
out any appearance of resentment; anil, iu due season, 
embraced uppummiiio to promote their interest- When 
like L'lti I of Leicester, who 1 i:uL always ih Waned Ills mea¬ 
sures, And often CAtunmiiued bis character. At length fell 
under the i|uccn - s displeAsure., HuHtugb successfully ex¬ 
erted hiinwlf to prevent hit total lots of favour.J N T ur 
did he besitaic id form a cordial reeonciliiiiJoti frith sir 
NichoEsu Thrd^rnorton, who bad long beech one of his 
must dnkkg'LTDU4 enemies, and who had desisted from hi* 
practice* only when be found Burleigh's power- too firmly 
established to be shaken* Although K&M* was hi* 
avowed and turbulent opponent yet, when Elizabeth 
refused sutnp j List claim n f thin nobleman, the lord Lrea- 
sis Ter supported bis cause with io much hrmnc&tj that 
the enraged queen at leikgih bestowed on him name of 
tlkose VeliEkin nt epUhctN by which she mnde her caurUurt 
feel her displeasure. | It was observed shat he never 
spoke harshly of hLi enemies, nor embraced any oppor¬ 
tunity of revenge ; and aa he was no lets. on Ida guard to 
avoid every undue hi As from after! ion, it became a gene¬ 
ral remark that he was a better enemy tbaik a friend. |< 
41 I entertain," he Eiid, h malice ikgain ht no individual 
whatever ; and I thank dcul that I never retired to TOt 
uut of charily with any man/'^ 

Burleigh JitiE^scd great dkscemtnent gn aelcdmg, and 
great zeal In recommcml£ng 7 men of talent for public cm- 
ploy meats. He Kt/ikked resolved that England should be 
rli-rtiugiiijJrcii above all nations for tliL integrity of her 

judges, the piety of her divines, and the sagacity of her 
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itnb,i?.fiadL>r 3J * It was he who discovered and brought 
him oIm air Tmudi Wakinglum, much diftln- 
gui-Jud among die ministers of Elizabeth for anttmcH 
of penetration, extensive knowledge of public affairs, 
and profound acquaintance with bwn nature. The 
department of foreign affairs was long almost exclusively 
under Lhe uanstgem'EiL of Burleigh * ^d there is per- 
haps no period iti die hisEory ot England in which her 
intereourBC with other countries was committed to such 
able hands, and in which hrr wnlwesadom confessedly 
excelled those of other tiatioin in diplomatm udcntH. By 
this attention to merit ansi neglect of interest, the tm* 
surer naturally incurred much obloquy from dine whom 
hit penetration caused him to neglect: the nobility* in 
particular, expressed high dii^kwre * E die preference fo 
often jjiveo to common*, and seemed 10 think that offices 
which they could not execute, like honours which they 
hud tiui earned, Bliosdd be entailed on them and their 
descendants 

Cecil was never the advocate of compulsory or trbl* 
inry rticistiTes- Open diseusaioii* far from being 
attended with danger, worn* in hi* opinion, the most 
effectual and innocent mem* of expending Ums fury of 
faction : a forced silence fieemed to him only to concentre 
and ii i-;i?T.i v am popular resentments. In the courts where 
he presided, he never gave a judgment without explain¬ 
ing the grounds on which he proceeded t: in mifttfK of 
Btare 3 he refused to give his opinion* unless where hr 
might bring forward and debate lhe rouoi on which it 
was founded.* Ilk influence was thus Increased by all 
the weight of reason* and be omitted no ptrowtion to 
give it the sanction of impartiality. The salicitsiinm of 
iJuMt who presumed most on his favour, from the tie* of 
kindred or familiar aequiiBtttJW, he received with inch 
toldnev* shat they were carefully avoided by these who 
knew him best, and never by any erne repeated. If lh* 
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of Ilia friends was tried before bun* be gave them 
rigid justice ; if they sought preferment in the state, he 
ill J ikut obstruct their diina of merit: but he would listen 
to no appEiesLion where |mrtiaiity might blind hi* judg¬ 
ment, or blemish his int^ritj* 

I n that ag^ die eye» of maiildtid were more strongly 
clftxxlied than at present by the splendour of rank ; slid 
a statesman was more likely to promote hk views by 
attentions to [be greaL VeE f with Burleigh the poor 
reoeiFed equal measure with dm wealthy, and had their 
»iij[s ss patiently beanl^ and as speedily determined* 
hjeh liay in icnn, it was CLustumury for him to receive 
from fifty to sixty petition a, all of which he eommonly 
perused and weighed in the count of the evening or night, 
and was prepared to return an answer next morning, on 
hil way to WesttninsEer Hall. A3 soon s* the peti¬ 
tioner mentioned his name, Burleigh found no difficulty 
in recollecting bin- business and 111 delivering a reply. 
IV Iil n at length confined io bis bed by age and i n firms « 
tien, and no longer able to attend at'the courts, he di* 
rectcit that all petltionB should h& rent io him under 
ral ; ntLtl as all were opened in the older in which they 
"rived, and answers immediately dictated, the lowest 
petitioner received Mi reply with the same despatch m 
the highest-f 

The early and complete intelligence which Hurkigh 
possessed with regard la WCret trJin§*ctIofis> boils at 
home and abroad, was spoken of with wonder by his 
Contemporaries,, and enabled him to adopt the promptest 
meiLiurufl. for counteracti ng ill hoslite attempts, A t a pe¬ 
riod when invjmic-ri from abroad, and conspiracy at home;, 
agitated by artful intriguer* and desperate bigots, it 
was no acuran to a writ, in careless dumber, the deve¬ 
lopment of events: hut while wo admire tbo Latent and 
happy effect! of his intelligence, we must Induce m ap_ 
pbud tile method* by which it waa occariauDy pro- 
cnretl, anti eonritkr them u excwiohle only ficiu dm 
necessity of his rituntion. Obliged 10 maintain a nnm- 
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ber of spies, to if^ml Infbnnm, mil to bribe accom- 
pljeei betray tli l-lt he might be comkiimuJ 

for resenting to oefanouFk art*, hail they not been indis¬ 
pensable to the public safety, nt n (rood when sua**- 
woationa were so common, miJ when the doctnnei of 
men till Ttservallon, and of keeping no faith with here¬ 
tics, were general tenets among the enemies of govcni- 
rnrnt. 

BnrSeigb, by adhering inflexibly lo the rude of liring 
wiihin his noun, tseiped Am pecuniary embarrass* 
ment-i which often beset hi* less consiikrtiie adlcagtret 
His income,, BKaridertMt lit mi mAf age, Ix-caine pro¬ 
gressively increased by Giddiitotia! oEko, and occasionally 
by the mercantile adventures which in these days were 
usual among men of rank uut fortune- It is a curioua 
fact, that he imrestetl large nuns in the purchase of lead, 
for the- purpose of re-sklc * Still he was exempt mi 
«iily front corruption, bul from adfiahnesa : for an ava- 
nciouH man would have made more by his office* lei 
set<m years thin he made in fbuy ; and the splendour 
of hit expenses was fully proportioned to his wealth and 
statkm-+ So far* Indeed* did he carry his ilisintercst- 
ednessj as never to raist’ his rents nor displace his tt- 
nint*. Aa the lands were let when be bought them, so 
rhev still remained ; and some of his tenants continued 
to etyoy fen 20/, a year what might hive been leased 
for 20t)f-J 

The magnificence of his mode of life t* to be u- 
cribcil partly to policy, but more to the maimer* of the 
age, which/jis we have seen in ihc case of the modest 
and unambitious More* made tho expense of the great 
consist chiefly in a number of retainer. Burleigh had 
four places of mtamm* at each of which he maintained 
an establishment* hli family and suiio Amounting to 
nearly a hundred |crs&nSr His domestic expenses at 
his house in l^ndou were calculated al forty or fifty 
ponuda a week when he was present, and about thirty 
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m hfe stance ; princely allowances, when we consider 
ihr value of money at that period IISs stables cost him 
a thdu^nJ marks ay ear ; life senanfe were remarked for 
ilie richness of [heir liven e*. Retaining an appendage 
of ancient magnificence, which had-now been given up, 
uidMs by a few noblemen of die first rant and fortune, 
be kept a r^ujw table f vridi & certain number of covers 
for gentlemen, ami two other* for persona of inferior 
condltioo* Thes^ always open, were semsi alike 
whether be was present or absent; in AJireipflud- 
en^e with this proud hospitality, be bad around him 
lamtiy young persons of dtadnecign, who acted as life 
retainers, am! lived in life feniUj. Promotion was not 
yet attainable by open eompetltiuB ; ihe hotme of i min- 
feter was tlm grand preparatory school; and Burleigh was 
under Elizabeth what ordinal Morton had been under 
Henry V I t. Among the retainers of Burleigh, there could, 
we -ire Cold, Ik 1 reckoned, at one time, twenty young 
gentlemen,, each of whom possessed, or was libly to 
1™“*- an income of lexm ; and among hU household 
officers there were persons who had property la the 
amount of 10,000** Hfe houiea were not large, but 
his equipage and furniture were splendid; hi. P [ n te la 
reported to have amounted to l+ t OOO pounds In weight 
and about 40,000/. in value, His public entertainment* 
fiOm*ponded with this magnificence, h was customary 
for Eliza beds to receive Munptuoua entertainments from 
her principal nobility and inluEstor*; and, on these in. 
■fcmee* of condescension, Burleigh omitted nothing 
which could ahow his sense of die honour conferred on 
bun by life royal guest. Besides the short private visits 
which she often paid him, ho entertained her in a formal 
manner twelve different times, with festivity which 
lasted several weeks, and on each occasion cost him 
two or three thousand pounds. His ant at ThrohaMa 
daniig her stay, exhibited a suction 0 f plays, S|SOrt ^ 
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and splendid devices; and here she received Mgn 
ambassadors, it the cstpeiw of her treasurer p in a* royal 
state a* at any of her palaces* 1 Thi?f magnif eence T 
doubtless, acquired him a Crttfftterehte aarencUney htsih 
at court anil among the people; but it vau* attended 
mill much envy, and often brought him vesatiunr At 
Ms death, lie left, betide* his place ami furniture, 

] 1,000?. in money, and 40OOf. a year in Land*, of 
which he had received only a small portion by inherit¬ 
ance-+ 

We come next to the Interesting topic of hi* conduct 
toward* EHaahetb, and the deportment of her majesty in 
return, lie was often heard to say, that he thought 
there never was a woman w wise in aLl respects u Eliza* 
beth - shat ibe knew die itatc of her own and foreign 
countries better than all her counsellor!; that, in the 
most ilifficuh deliberations* she would surprise tlm wiseft 
by tlic superiority of her exped tents.:[: Hia ierriee*, 
Iwdi before ami after her elevstioti to the throne, were 
of die must important nature; for, besides his peat qua¬ 
lities as a minister, his vigilance had repeatedly preserved 
her life, while Mi fidelity hid endangered hi* own. 

There sendees were iincendy felt by Kliaabuib " with 
a magnanimity not always to be found among prince*, 
she freely acknowledge! her obligations, and dtlDOBStmted 
her gratitude by attentions which, from d sovereign, Were 
the most Mattering of rewards* Interesting hersdf in his 
domestic eoBceros, mid entering into the joy* and sorrows 
of Ms family, we find lier nt one time standing sponsor 
for one of hie children, and at another hastening in per¬ 
son to enquire for hia daughter In a sudden lUnen* In 
promoting the marriage of his son with a lady of rank and 
fortune, die also look an active part, and visited the lady 
in behalf of the guitar* Although extremely jealous of 
her real authority, Etftabfth had too much sense as well 
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ft* polity to impede | lcr service by unmeaning form*, 
'VJwn the treasurer, in the latter part of hi* life, ww, 
trmrti afflicted with the (rout, die queen alwav* made him 
at down u, her pmtact with some obliging expression. 
My lord, she would say, « we male use of you, not 
tor your bid legs, but for your good head." When the 
seTeflty of his llinws rendered him Unable to quit hi* 
apartment, she repaired thither with her council to m* 
jay die benefit af hi* mlviiM; mul whim Edis disease as- 
sum, J a dangerous aspect, she appeared in person 
™ wiiipue L^^uirens far L i:, hDaJth.* 

Her majesty WAS, however, far from being always to 
accommodating; and it often required no ttuall degree 
of patience to hear the effects of her violent passion* and 
unreasonable caprice. The loanriL-rs of that sgt were 
in m il I™ repined than those of the present; yet, even 
(lien, It appeared nu ordinary breach of decorum in a 
queen to load her attendant* with the coarsest epithets 
or lu vein her Indignation j n blows. The style of m|- 
huitry with which she cjicoiiraged her courtiers to ap¬ 
proach her, both cherished this overbearing temper, and 
made her excesses Ihj received rather u the ill-humour 
of i unstress dun the affronts of a sovereign. [, W1# 
customary for her abiteamen and warriors to pretend not 
only loyalty to her throne, hut ardent attachment to her 
person; and m some of Raleigh's letters, we final her 
*ddressed, at the age of siity, wiili ail the enthusiastic 
rapture of a fond lover.t To feign a dangerous distemper 
srnsuig from the influence other charms wan deemed an 
««iua! pa&qiort to her favour ,* and when she smteared 
(hsplejvt.i, the forlorn courtier look to hi* bed in a pa- 
roxysm of amorous dwj^doney, ami breathed out hi* 
lender melancholy in ngha and protestations. We find 
Leicester, and *otm- other ministers, em [L'avouring t o j n - 

ill,.? Lmployed w„, , 0 persuade her that a Gumption 
from which die young man had with difficulty recovered* 
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was brought on by tliL- despair with which die hid m- 
spirLftl him.* Essex, lulling tm one Liceadon fallen 
lander her disple-aisure^ became exceedingly ill . and eoulil 
ba reitnml to badth only by her feeding him some 
brolli, with Lind wishes for hia recovery* Halei^h, hear¬ 
ing of these attentions to his political rival, got sick in 
lain turn, and received no benefit from any mrdieine till 
the E4ine soverdjin remedy was applied. With courtiers 
who HihmiTteiL to act the part of sensitive ttbmifr*, Eli- 
rabeth found herflHf under no Hfttiint: *ho iipituid 
from dm the most -jnlimiled compliance, and if they 
proved refractory, ahe gave herself up to ad the fury of 
punoD, and loaded them opprobrious epithets, 

Burleigh, by uniformly approaching h*T wadi the dig¬ 
nified tkan^auctir of a grave and reserved counsellor, vh 
far leas liable to suck indignities. Vei even on him s-he 
sometime* vctiEcd her chagrin ; and, in in aments of sud- 
Jfli violence^ seemed to forget hU agUj hia fhanct^r, and 
his station. On one occasion when, in opposition to her 
wish, he persisted in a resolution to quit die court a few 
days fat the benefit of hk health, die petulantly called 
him a froWird old Ibolt; and when he ventured, ns al¬ 
ready has been mentioned, to maintain wmr claim of the 
«irl of Eases, which die had determined to dkallnw, dui 
wratlifully reproached him as a miscreant and a toward 
who deflated her cause-1 As ho hid generally to per¬ 
form ihc disagreeable task of lELiionncing to her iny un¬ 
toward accident* in the course of her affairs, he woa 
exposed to the drat cbuUiEiona of her chagrin; and so 
much, we are to3d r did the unproaperoui event of her 
plana for die irauquilhroilioii of Ireland, in 1.^, irritate 
her mind* that she severely reproached her aged minister 
even while he laboured under deknet^f (lot it wan not 
only hasty hurst# of passion that he had to dread: we 
have seen that, on parti color oceaidons, she ehe*e to exe¬ 
cute her designs under a veil of constimmate hypocrisy j 
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ar.ll luidc no scruple to AIM herndf from public 
p ™ ac 1 . - r ™ nip neut J^ikut her miniiters for 

. Tfcf ^ which hml j^iven her tin* lu^ht^t ^mtiH- 
***“?• Fartunatdy for Burleigh, she found means to 
wnsfy appearances, wiihtwi carrying her injustice to 
Him beyond some temporary indignities. 

flwsc mortification* were aggravated by the ol&ti- 

trv» Wl ' J ' * hicl1 th -' c “’ on * 1 *? Opposed hu designs. 
w Mrtllin MwnseUors, from attraction* of person ami 
manner, acquired at times an undue influence over her, 
*wne of her passions ami prejudice* were too powerful 
to be counteracted by his coot ami rational auctions ; 
ami ft u alleged that she more than once rejected hi* 
counsels, merely to prove in him that his ascendancy 
over her v*, not absolute. 

The ctpii temper of Burleigh enabled him to suffer 
man} of these disgust* with apparent calmness; yet at 
rue* s L j y exwflkl hit endurance. A very few yein 
, r r _ ^ MCe8tf GP of Elisabeth* we H m \ (dm alrc^li 
deatnnj; to quli a station in which his toil and tnortf- 
fleauon wera *o great.■ As he advanced in life, hi* 
JMrraamg bodily infirmities, and some domestic miafor. 
tuocs which a fleeted him very deeply, made «uch nausea 
of chagrin more poignant; and lie frequently mMled 
tile queen to accept of his redgnation. Bur that prin- 
LVS*. though too impetuous to refrain from tiling offence 
HHild not endure to be deprived of the real, industry’ 
ami wisdom on which abe had so long relied with dm 
mo* p™,*™* i*e; anrl hi* resignation was a di,™ 
to which she cetdil never bo brought to listen. Laving 
wide the stateliness of the queen, she undertook to alter 
h» purpose and dispel hi* chagrin, by Homing d lc 
Fjayfuine** of the woman. There .till remain a^mt 
of her letters, in which she m artfully mingle* stroke* 
□f prat Etude a till attachment with raillery, tlut it is no 
wonder the old stat^mm shouUl W ^ £5 £ 

these indication* of warm interest from hi* sovenign-t 

; •* <■ > a* 
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The private life or Burleigh may be discussal fn * 
abort compost Hurried along; from an early period of 
(if V, ainiiKf affairs loO com plicated not la require li bi 
utmost industry, loo ijn portan [ noi to engage all bja 
attention! he had very little leisure for domestic enjoy¬ 
ment HU hour* of relaxation were few, seldom ex- 
reeding what was necessary for the refreshment of nature; 
and if he at any time indulged in u greater cessation 
fiLtfck hi* public labour*, if wts chiefly when hi? bodily 
inhimiuea demanded such oil Lnterniisfiion with a call 
not in be refaedU 

The principal scene of Ms amusements w as hio Beat 
at Theobald*, nitfr London, whither hr ft oil with eager¬ 
ness to ctyoy the short intends of leisure which he 
could snatch frail! public affairs. In these days the 
buildings hid not extended so far ; the houne was nur* 
rounded with garden * f on which lie had expended !arpc 
sums of money, which were laid out under his own 
direction, wilh taste and magnificence. Here hr was 
often seen riding up Olid down the walks on 3i i h mule, 
cryoyirig die progress of his Improvements, or overlook- 
lug those who amused themselves by 'homing with 
arrows or playing at bowls ; but he never joined in the* 
of any other divcidotts. The woafcacsi of his constim* 
lioci. and more especially the ffUtnnpcn of hi*, fcc| and 
leg*. disqualified him for active sporty oven if he had 
been led to them by inclination; but his mind seems to 
have been bo ihorouglily engrossed hy important buri- 
uesiSp that he had It* little relish as leisure for tunusc- 
munts ; nor did he play at any of those games wilh 
which the Iks busy endeavour to relieve the languor pf 
exigence- * 

ilia principal and favourite recreation wma reading. 
Hooks were if lum whuL cards are to a great portion of 
the world. — his frequent and must valued resourea. 
They frequently interfered with the exercise necessary 
to hi» h cal th ; for when he got heme to take a morning's 
ride, if he found a book which pleased him, he willingly 
4 LiCS of WiUluu LbFiI &Uflhk? F p. fit 
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pv^poiiGtl Ids excursion.* Nor w§* he insensible to 
the pictures of duEm«itjc todery and exhilarating con¬ 
versation. At h\E table* m dj* company of a few select 
friends, or of bis children and kinsmen, whom he always 
loved lo set around him, he appeared to throw all his 
cues Miile* nnd I* yield himself up to unrestrained en¬ 
joyment. Whatever fatigue or anxiety, in the tours* 
of the day* his mind might have experienced from the 
liniasurv of public atJairn* every uneasy circumstance 
*™«1 at the« period* to bo forgotten. Elis count** 
nance was cheerful, hi* com-emilon lively; md those 
"hosaw him only in these short fntervib «f idtsution 
would liave imagined dial pleasure was ihc huauett of 
hiH life. A* lb* mildness of his demeanour towards all 
™K in die mlmuit* of public life, procured him 
triany friend*, tho frankness and familiarity which he 
displayed in hii private circle gave i relish to his so- 
ci«r- Hi* conversation often sparkled with wit and 
gaiety, and his ob^rvationa were generally not lew 
pleasant than ahtfwiL The topic* discussed at his table 
were various « literary cof>vcr»ri«i wo* preferred, polities 
were always avoided,t The magnificent style in which 
he lived, the number of hia attendant*, and the concourse 
of persona of distinction, seem, at first, adverse to the 
freedom of 111* social en tertalnmenls. Bn t Burleigh was 
accustomed to live in a crowd ; anil few of his Helton 
w ™ SO exalted above him by rank tint he could not 
with grace relax hi mid/ in ilieir presenea 

A hEsiirt: in punYcrBAtioii *u (he chkf pleasure which 
he fnjpj'ftj ai table; for he was diatinjfuiaJwd for nempef- 
VIK in an age when that virtue wm not common. Hr 
4te qitringly, jjjnoofc of few dishes never dnnk a hove 
(h ri w at a meal, end v cry seldom of'wine- Al though the 
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<] lsji llt tmu r in that ajje n ! mi not later than twelve or cw 
o'clock, it was not uncommon with him to refrain from 
nipper.* Tb gwtj with whidi he was grievously tor¬ 
mented m the latter pari of his life, probably contributed 
to render him more cm dously abstemious ] if h k tem¬ 
perance failed to ban!oh this uneasy guest, he never at 
least encouraged Us fctavby rich wines and strung splfca.t 

Nor was the private life of Huririgh destitute of nobler 
virtues, At a period when the poor had so fen- resources 
for their industry, and when many willing to wurk wei* 
reduced to want, a portion of his ample fortune was be¬ 
nevolently appropriated to their n«*?&itie&. Jh* certain 
and regular aims amounted to BOOL a year, k-iLiles 
farther and large disbursements on extraordinary oc¬ 
casion R, Part was employed, under pru[>er superintend* 
elide r in aHbnUng relief tojuwr prisoners, or in reteaHhig 
honest debtors; die rest was confided to the management 
of eertaiu parishes for the use of their most destitute in- 
Imliitanta. From the tow state of husbandry at dial period t 
and the very limited intercourse between nations, one 
bad season was sufficient to subject i kingdom to the 
miseries of famine; com, in rartom districts, wm sold 
at tile moat exorbitant prices, and rendered aa inaccessible 
to the poorer classes as if none hail existed i n the man try. 
In such times of scarcity, then of frequent occttrrenotf^ 
ami sttcmltd with consequence* revolting to humanity^ 
tt was usual for Burleigh to buy up large quantities of 
«ra > which he sold at low prices to the poor in the 
neighbourhood of hia different seats j and by tlds well- 
judged atsUtanct* relieved their necessities without re- 
lairing their industry4 

The mind of Burleigh appears to have been strongly 
tinctured with piety. Placed amidst danger? winch his 
utmost vigilance could not always avoid, and from which 
he often escaped by unexpected accidents, his views were 
oitunHy extended to that I’ower uii whose will depended 
the duration of hia life, His faith had been endeared to 
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him by persecution ; hia piety was exalted by the sacrifice 
of hii interest to Higkm, Regular in his illendanw on 
public worship* and in die performonce of hM private 
devotions, be strove, both by example and intiueoce, to 
inspire hia family and can□ Lctious with religious SCOti- 
mefiEs, During the greatest pressure of busiuesHij it was 
his custom, morning and evening, to attend prayers at 
the queen's chapel. When his increasing inti tin itie* 
rendered him no longer able to go abroad, be caused a 
cushion to be kid by his bedside* and On bin knees per¬ 
formed bis devotions at the e&uio regular hours, Unable 
at length to kneel 3 or to endure llse fatigue of rending, he 
caused the prayers to be read aloud to him as bo lay on 
hie bed** IL l will trust/ 1 he said, 4 * no man if he be 
not of louiiil religion; far be dint is false to lied can 
never be true to maii*"+ The strictm^s of his morals 
was in correspi>mlecLce with Ids piety, and bolts had a 
powerful effect in confirming his fiurtfoade in tiuwee of 
peril- At Use awful period tfhen Philip wm prepmitig 
bk irmajk T ansi when the utter destruction of the English 
government vu confidently l-x peeled abroad, md greatly 
dreaded at home* Burleigh was uniformly collected and 
resolute; and when die migluy preparation* of the 
Spariiank were spoken of in hi* presence with itppre- 
hemu&n p he replied with Armor**, " They shall do no 
more than God will kuJT'cj tbem/’J 
J [n hk intorcourw with bis family and dependauis, 
thin grave sintennan wm kind aud condescending, Ln 
his leisure moments tic delighted in sparling with hit 
children, forbearing, however,. Mich mdi Cat ions qf intem¬ 
perate funding an might have roridi™! them Rpndtcu 
of his auiliorUVj anil ready to give the rein to Lhrir 
caprices, to Ills old age no *CcUe u much delighted 
him as to have his children, grandchildren, and great- 
gprandchildrett, collected around his table, and testify!tig 
their happinvf^by their good-humour and checrfuEiuVn-1 
While bis eldest son p&bMxi into the rank of hmdltvj 
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nobility, it was to Iris second mo, Hubert, that Burleigh 
turned jci anxious eye as tilt heir of hfn talents and infiu- 
cnc«. Nor were Lis pain* fruit]***]y bestowed*: Robert 
displayed abilities worthy of his father ; ind after rising 
during 1 hi* Lifetime, to considerable trus is and employ¬ 
ments in tEse state, succeeded him, under James I.,&h prime 
minister, under the tide of earl of Salisbury. The care 
with which Burleigh watched over die interests of [Ills 
son appears from a series of prudential advices arranged 
in ten divisions, which he drew up for Eiii use,-f 

For the improvement of hU child™* as well a* for 
hh own domestic happiness Burleigh was chiefly in- 
debted to his wife, the daughter of air Anthony a 
lad) highly dbtfUguiidted for her nicnlii! atcompllid]- 
mcn t s. r E' he plan of female education. w hich the c mu ii pie 
of sir Thomas More hud rendered popular„ eonrinued to 
he pursued among the superinr cE^se? of the community. 
The learned languages, which, in the earlier port **f 
Ehrabeth's reign, wtitL contained every tiling elegant in 
literature, formed an indispensable bran ill uf a ftuhktb- 
able education; and many young hidics of rnnk could 
Hot only translate the authors of Greece and Home, but 
even com pose in Greek and Latin with condderabk ele¬ 
gance- tiS r Anthony Cudk, a man am incut for \lii lllmry 
acquirements, and on that account appointed tutor to 
Edward VL, bestowed the roost careful cdueaiiwi mi 
his five daughter*; and all of them rewarded his exer¬ 
tion^ hy becoming not only proficients in literature, but 
diatinguldied for their excellent demeanour as mothers 
of families. Laiiy Burl«gh was iuEomod with every 
quality which could excite love mil esteem ; *m\ many 
itLHijm-t-5 are recorded of her piety and heuctictncc. tdse 
1lii.il accompanied her liiuihaud through oil the vicissitudes 
of ijirf. fortunes; and an affectionate union of forty-tlnee 
years rendered the loss of her die severest calamity of 
Lis lift-. The despondency ratiw! to him by th^ irre- 
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parable calamity produced a itesin' ti? renounce public 
business so irksome hi that atilt of bts feelings and to 
dtrvolc the remainder of \m life to retirement and inirili- 
tatior*. Hue I 1 'I ita\k. th was too dtuntble of the vaal 
irojBortniLcc of hia counsel Sr Site peremptorily rejected 
die resignation which he tendered* yei fcofeened her re* 
fund with those aitv which Fhe knew so well m employ 

But though Burleigh continued to apply Jmnstdf with, 
tincljimtijiifhcd vigour to public business, hja happiness 
lirid sustained a 1 ck» which nothing could repair* In his 
wife he had been deprived of a compmunn whose society 
tong habit bad rendered t^nLiai to his enjoyment ; 
wbBe the iiuTCiiJdug &everity of the gout, with otlitr in- 
Hnniiiefl of nge> aggravated die distress of Ids nilnd by 
die painn of hia body. By no trait had he hitherto been 
more remarkable than by the unruffled dnitiesn of Ilia 
temper. The serenity of hi* countenance seemed to 
indicate a tranquillity 50 confirmed ib to he in capable of 
interruption j ami nu eyr-witneu informs ua that, for 
thirty years together* lie was seldom wen mnvpl with. 
Jay in prosperity^ or with sorrow in luUemty.* But in 
the latter yours uf Ills life this eoi mum male ■t'lf-rotmnajid 
bqraii m ffttaufce hlED- Business Wcfflic more irksome as 
strength decreed, and the nuccess with winch biianiA- 
gotiisU thwarted his peiik cuunjrdu pare him infinite 
|lain, as [hey seemed likely Ui undo all die national &d* 
vant&^ti which it had been die labour of hii life to pro- 
mte. llis temper now became to uufurtuiiately mlteml* 
that lie, wild had been ad eminent for cralnra*. wluetiinci 
ga** way to pcttionj m opposition to every dictate of 
discretion.f In a conversation with M- FuuqucfolltM a an 
envoy from Henry IV,, something which occurred » 
transposed him with passion* that lie broke Out into die 
most vehement invectives agalnm that monarch.J Ilia 
intcrefluiw with liii sm'illU, winch lud been uniformly 
pLadd iuil ekcrfu], w as now frequently interrupted by 
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t lUicav aifc-iw- r», Tut l p. - 
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sudden IrantB of peevish nesa? but, on such oceudom, he 
itnmedbiely recollected himself; appeared sensible of 
tile injustice of injuring those wlm could not retaliate; 
mil end wound, by assuming a ]wmjliar cainplarcncy in 
bis words Anti toots, or hy fiudioudy desiring some mx» 
of fcmdnra, to mate aepftrvthti for the pain which be 
had unadvisedly caused. * 

Various LndicaliiJEi& of declining health now |>e£an to 
assail the aged KtatefiniiL Still 111' conti lined arduous 
m liiHi post; uni laboured to nK«e hist countrymen from 
those iJl'JLL hivt' hope* of military gEory snd plunder, in 
pursuit of whitli they threatened to uxhauti all their 
solid n^urccH, The last public measure which he ac- 
«aji [dished wtfa the eondttsion of an idromajpcous. treaty 
with jiuibniE; ami he closed bin long ind useful labours 
in die a-utLcil idiJi an earnest hut LndKcUud effort to 
IK l tKUttdc them to negotiate with Spain. lie till'd on 

the dill of August, 15J)JJ f m the ttventy-dglilh year of 
his ayp r having hehl the m\\on of prime minister of 
England for the long period of forty yearn, and uri*ted 
in the conduct of public affair* for upwards of half a 
MEitiiry* (lis death-bed. wm Hirrmj tided by friends 
whom he esieemed, by children for whose future wel¬ 
fare he bad provided, by servants devoted to turn from 
ft long imercliaugp of good offices ; end he expired with 
the utmost serenity tml composure, f 

The death of Burleigh was a cause of general sorrow, 
Elizabeth. deeply lamented the loss of a minister in 
whose cxertiotis she had found security and success 
during her whole reignand the L-burlu which overhang 
the clone of Jilt career imtai often have renewed her 
regret for the want of her wise and fan! iful com vellor. 
A minister who opposes the multitude in the pumtit pf 
an object on which their betted imaginations ha tv tiinf s 
ii sure, .Li the moment, to Ik- rxpos^l to reproach. 
Sueii vu the situation. of Burleigh at the period of his 
death. In die face of popular clamour, lie continued 


* Lift- tuvmom Lad Ifcjrylile}, ivia 
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to deprecate a war winch was no longer necessary far 
the public ufety, ind wjiieh wasted the wealth of the 
nation to gratify tike pride or avarice of individual^ 
The earl of Easex, who still *twd sit she head of his 
aniagonistE., was the idol of the people; and they fondly 
contrasted the high spirit, the love of glory* tW eon- 
ragtous nentiinf cits of this young noble mum with what 
lht 7 termed the eold p orations, illiberal policy of the 
aged Burleigh. Yet his death cnutttE more regret thin 
satisfaction r even among the unth inking m ultituile- They 
felt tlirmRcivB deprived of a guardian, under whose 
vigilant protection they had long reposed fliul prospered ; 
and dim remained lllj statesman of et|Ual experience 10 
guide their affairs it a dims when the decay of Khza- 
bcth r and & disputed succession, threatened the nation 
with many calamities. The lapse of time has tong since 
removed those oireumstiUices which derated the hopes 
ami inflamed the passions of hi* con temporaries ; die 
mem* of Burleigh have been more justly estimated ; 
and prosperity seems to concur m recognising him as 
the wisest iiiinisler of England. 
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tiie eajil or mm ex to sm william cecil.* 

11 God Mr r SccTrtBrjj 

“ L"ro* yaw and promise* iihmJ* m jour letter of ihc 

Ififhp I will write to joo wfcai Ujf miy means I C*MJ«iw Sn 
blhta grvil eciJ iCifj'; &llku|tl the £radXU4l "I" lilt 1 in 

rftipect of LUl> person wCk^J it |% tlu in constancy *nd iuluJc- 
tic** of t£ie people wiih whcim wv J*J h and llic fittl* oceoidiil 
mode always of aiy iimpk judgment, ju v e SP^ «™ion at 
uleiKfc And, ibe rofore* {unless it be lo tha qmxn'w mftjtnij. 
from wbom I would not wish any thought of Iteiirt to bp 
hidiim h ) l k*A for a pt-efc nuance of jruor proniLvu. 

** Ttn- mutter ffitm at length lake end, eitlwr by findm i* lira 
Scoltidi quren guilty of the m thm mfv objected her, 

or MJiiLL fe tfmtii n.nr of composition with a abo* wf urirg Ikx ho- 
Huur. Tbo first, I [hint* will Wit) 1 bo aileraplcri, far 1*0 dm 
The dHi foe thul if btr ademe parly accuse hrr of Um murder* 
by producing of her ktlcr*, *1* will deny them* and icoiw the 
IHO*£ of 1beta of ewnent l» lk munlufp hardly lo be 

denkil; w as upon iIk trial un both her proofs will 

judfciiHy 611 Ueii uui H it it ikdght Hie otlur, fa* that tla-Jr 
young king is of tender and a oat years, and UtUe of body 
and if G«l iSluliLiI tail him. m-plI iheEr q%mn ^ere judicially 
deface* I and dishonoured* and Eier *ofi p in respect of her wickeds 

■ Tbii kttrt wu wtttlffl 4 ffcw TBOftth. iflrT M W^finral ns En«k 
Land ; ud th* writer w*i+ it the tiiar. raptured ** -MM the anomic 
■Idiuti a± Yuri. m Lb roll (At d tf»e rfuijci ipliul thrf. 
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admil Eed in Lhr crown, I [amiiltuft upi in. hia death v-hnuld 

MIOCOudi ; v. Iiij/Il, RS Bilfirmy'i ficElon U tk-riy dfEnlr -.n, afR-i hltf 

public defamation^ ihrj dare not, to orgic! llamitEon, rcccirif 
Uvt RflMit f&t far of ftnrYDget And therefore, la atnid thm* 
^ rtai ^ HUfrfj j ntincU *0 far n* I can by nnv mctsni 

dbitaTCT f to Usour a cumpoiitkjn, wherein Lyddingtofi wu a, 
Avnlir bntEi + by tnpiins dealt with the Scul l irfi i|iit\n, and 

*iH aUd, I think, deal Uipjv. Ami to that end t believe yuti 
iImII shortly bear c/ MlifO (-here, who, I think ii toe mstru- 
mcflt btrtWtTU Mumv, Ll'tUiMgEcm. ami IbfcLF ■'11 j^-l :j_ In Wtirk 
lliU Ctmifk^ition , wtnmmto | ihink unrely luab panire do 
incilnc, uJ Ehuii^h di rawly afTt-cicd fur private n^pecti 

* Tlli ' *wl of Murray mad Ids faction work that Ibrir queen 
would IkDW ItiJ liojgly fltifiNfidtT to Hlt arm,, after tile ulaftLjjle of 
Xavinu; am! procure the coulirminjr af eJsl regency in Bfur- 
my; and tbm?wLth admit Hamilton aitd IrU faction to place of 
cvuudL stfemdlnp; to eJidr strvtw; and to re miF w Eft EfttfUnd 
bcrtdf, with Iwr dowry of Fniftei: w hereunto, 1 think, they 
would adit a iNirtinii out of Scut bad, Ami if *!u- woidd 
I ihiftlt would not only forbear til touch 
her in bemnur. but also deliver to hit all matten that ihey 
haU- lo charge het, and douesmwe her clear ht pariia- 
ment, and ihrrrwiEli put her in hope, nnl only to irctire 
hi^r ajmEn to her royal estotp if ht-r son dir, but ;i I vr-, upon 
™* proof of the forgetting of for displeasure^ to procure m 
abort i Thru: that *h* may bv restored in her mn'% Hfo, and he 

tn pvc ptflCO to her for lift: nml if dm will EiOt Surrender, IE 

^ Murray will nllow of her nsiilutign and abode Its 

England, mi as he may CMrtinue tvfwtn. Tl* HWlinm r-cvk 
Ihm ifojwuif kin^» author frf Should Ihc diwmouHcd ; ihtf hurts 
done emi either ride recoinjienwd j ur| the qum restored Eo her 
cfuWHH nnd to rrauiti En ScotEahd. And yet, in mpHt of Eier 
mL^m^mnicnt, they are funieuEctl E3i.it a he shonld bm gm rmed 
hy n tou nril of the nobility of I Elbe rtalrn^ to he appointed 
hL'tr f fn which council there should be no superior in authority 
nFplaM appointed, but Ihat t*ctj ooblrmaiL ahtndil lm|d hi* 
pher aecordiuK lo hi* stale ; and that tlwr qn«n a a mayesly 
alhiuld compose all diflVmicts. frwn lime to time actirmgvt ibrtrt. 
Am! eo avoid a)] diUmwe aitj paril, ihdr ijg^ should have 
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mtiin 1 uium 4 of no forme; and a iwrtkirt Ecu WitlumPH !ifr 
n\.i i j,- ■ *nd tit coith of fkirltn^ nari UuuImt, 

uh! oElsrf pfitu:i[iji5 f«rt» of 1 he Mliiit 14 fw delivered into t|ui 
of upright nohSttiJi.'Eii, Urn biH>d to no fftiliwi, In he 
s*wii In bid them in swl to k ph^riktl; and tl*E tb whole 
nutdJ i tv of Scotland dtaukj ti«w nraiijr and rimiUd jtsiiify eIk 
sweat under their band* and ™*d*: and that ihr queen'* ma- 
jetir ihould 'Lik>.' aMUE-unco for pcHbtmaikec; juuJ have tha- 
brinjrLji,^ up of thrj iHjEi^ jiriiktu ill l'J h^! 1 .1 IX'I. by niilkilitj bf K:il f - 
I and or .ScenLjnd, at her np|fcgmtmriit- And, so**Hiit iiHgFit IjU 
dlWt. 1 thfclfc eJwtj might eiLHity t*.' indncod to GorwW thi'ir quemO 
■Js mi 1 1 1 1 pj-rr remain in l'.ii^i.Lcul, aod have Ike dowry out of 
Fnmee and a portion nut «f ticotUmL, eu nukilain J»er *-i a 1 v sold 
her N’jn'ip in pktic4 be appointed by the quncii'i majetty. 

■■ 'A'tius do you hw bow thorns t*v fndftmv fur librir priwk! 
nin-r-,, ici-s k^LicL iiin 111 ihf tnwn and pubLk itl-iin of Scot¬ 
land, end how n-^ir ihey l«- ib agr ■.'■-■ if elixir primate cause* wera 
bvt p mict ewe nriihgr fur the mu thin- nor the rhild (in I riiink, 
before but to *vrrv tViruwn turOv. X-ither will )lur- 

nr like of imy nrdsr whereby lie dwidd not be tepstl ulylcd j 
nor I lAjniifub of any order whereby ho should h<rt Ik- *i preaL, 
nr grTvaler in flovetanietn tinm Mfcirray. So a* ike jpwemw-nt 
it presently the miller, wImEkkwt il*J‘ w; wa* bmlafoK lha 
emu. w - and, ttuh^riv is will ha jp»d we forget wi our poff 
in thk tnp'fly, 

11 The opinJoa fnr the tille k> the crown* pfief ilu- draih of 
their qurcn and her son. it diurnmly ftdti m ik [wtiio k 
kfleCted to the** two The HurfUoc* affirm tba duke 

ef CyifUmiult Id be the neat bdr by the laws. The ether 
fbrlJuiL •‘.ay that ilit: yun.bg kibg, by his, coronation ml ma¬ 
th* 1 r 1 a laneDderp i* rightfnBy Lure riUnS of thr ertifirnnf Ekollimd ; 
nhnri hv hk nett hrfr in bipod iu hy tlw taw^, twit 1 hrir al-r. &t 
the orown; and tborvby tlio d aLc aruidtd. The fear of thu 
dttm 1 makrth HuniUcm in wiilLnlabd the kin^'ii liiie, fur Ihe 
surety nr his uwa, and the nogi-ncy of Mumiy, in mpect of lot 
chim to Ur j^ofenvor, a* nett bdr to thr nowtu for *hich 
it it liketj I Inmilion will banllj yioTd Ip iJk unc nr the 
Olhtf, A rnl yet Jamei an nMurtMi [pan to Morton, 

talka «Pith ieh- Hcrtllj of ihis matEcrj and, defemhng thr tipfcit 
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of iJw «aH of Lrai»i\ uin 3 as nm hdr id btad to the young 
Lin^ OOflfESibiK) m jut ihol to thought, tacmra k onon? bj the 
idl.eIi4t, it mu< rwtaim laj the mother's Nik*, whkh waa limolU 
Hm : but it would giiji many m*n an hurwhiicL before ft were 
iH-rrunnnlp whereby you may =*v what leaded m Scotland 
Th^re ^ Hn emj tamna LydcUngion end MacgHl; 
hulI, m [ think, if llu*v agree not by the way, you ihalt find 
LyHdin^oB wholly l*,nl to composition, iu,d ot him- 

«if # m]|L-rwiEv ftwIiibctL If ihc q-imfn’* would ■ si ure 

Mil It i.lt , h , ]n L' h you Hlay iS vslI With them ;Lr- vlhj la 1 ^ ra i i^jv . 

“ r * r uf dut I turn gttbrnd by ibera - wlurein, if 
tlwy do tint alter, 1 mm sure-I do ooE err. And flow, touching 
my opinion of the matter, fftol by wmy of adrfce, hut » im 
linjiing in you what | tm ehv^} | think surely no end tan be 
™^ r f«T Eogitod i'Il'l, 111 riu' perton of the Scottish qu^ D 
he detained, by sue iiie&bi Dr other, in England, Of the two 
emU Worm w*frt*m I think to be belt in nJ] resjKcta for Ok 
t|iiieti * majesty, if Murray will produce such mailer an that the 
«|u<vn % Unj-.'-sCy limy, by virtue tlf her fliprtl&filT uvi/f Scotland, 

bin! judicial |iy like Scoiii-di tjueuEv guilty of the murder of her 
husband, uud. therputth detain her in Englandi at ihe chirgi"i 
of Scirflip,d, mil allow of I kt ^turning tb* young king, «,d 
tr^ocy of Mumy. Whi-nrucito if Hamilton will submit 
hLm>i-]f, it were wei] dune* for (moidiDgof hi* ikffcndKiry upon 
Frailer to recta re him, with provision ibr iiidt'in nity of bis title j 
and if he will; not, dtefi in assint Muttuji lo pn^irun- him hi id 
hN adherent* liy ctufiifwtwft, If this will not full opt 

Mifliciently (n I doubt it mitt not) h to dtttennb* judicial! j f if 
*lw demy her letter*then surely | thank ii UId ?n >coed by 
nitn[M.nit]fln, WLilbotiE ihaw of any raiwalng to proceed to trial. 
And herein, 41 it iftal! be the iurni woj far iht ttu- 

i ™y Up procure Ihr ScoltLsh qur«o lo lur^dcr, &c., if tki 
may In- brought tn paif the will by mo means be Er*. 
duccd to surrender, and will no* end except the may be in tone 
degree armored, ihm 1 think it £1 10 ronaitkr (Mb Ibrsc 
ifljiEIrn following : — 

“ Hri^ to preside for her and her wn P la rrmam in Eftg- 
twidj a the charge* of Scotland 
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** SffondJy, Id nuinlun it itnugili and nmJiority 
firtiwi m EEtufb as iday be, 14 H they oppma not unjustly 
HimihoFU 

11 Thirdly, lo eomjMK the t*U4rt hctwwii Murray uh! Ha- 
BiiltoUs euicL their idherE&ta, and to pruridt for HimShai’a 
indemnity in the nntlcr ft the title, In ovoid hi\ drp^ruL-ncy 
upon f riDCD. 

“ Kuiirtti-ljii that the quern's iuajc*ty order alt diiFftvnro 
dial ithall arise ini IfcotUflel; and, to that end, lun security on 
both iidnr 

“ IttWjp SfH^tnrillon wiH Wilfully dissent from order, it k 
brttfcr to umst M u nay m the jMotecuttng of Hattii Iton by con- 
fiiatian, although he flee therefore to Fraire, than Bo pul Mur¬ 
ray iuiv in peril of weakening. 

Ph Ai'-H laally, to iDfl^ that rJie-c Scots uti both uJei purl 
cot together, h) 4* to unwrap funder colour of this eoingK^i- 
tion i their mistrt'if out of ail |im-H-cit flnuitr, purge heropttdjr p 
show tlirmirlip loiiihed wfth her abode hm, anil, within short 
time after, either by m«nf 3 finmt of Uh- ■liew.th of Hit* child, 
join Together to demand of tho queon ih* deliver* bonne of their 
quum to gotten her own realm, the also making the like rs- 
quw; and then tin? qu»n P haring no just oilhc to (tdiin her. 
Sc bound in honour W ttsIoit her unlo htr realm p and for mat*, 
lion |lut in thii time shall psu, her a mortal enemy for 
l ti.'j- nftcr. And thus, caun| to trouble vena miy farcin/, I 
wish to you u no mvielf. 

“ Tours, most iwi»d p 

« T, St mi t. 

“ From Vewk> the XXII, 0*obe r. I S6&* 


ftEcfiKTAHV CEOUt't aftLlUFTtATlO* OOJftMSlXB «OT- 
LAHP, DECEian SllTj iAtiis, 

" The way for England* but ont the easiest, that tire queen 
df &wt might irttwHfl deprisrd of her crown, and the itite 
continue u- it k 




H The second wav fur EpgluMl prnfttable p and hue mj hard: — 
Tiiffl liie lju4.'l [| (if Stroll mi <+lH In? indlMVil. S?V u'-i-L 1 JhI-: inrvi«hi, 
to Mgrnfp that tiff win might continue- king,, t**iu**,- hv h 
Cfoum**!, ojkL herself to atvi retoaln qudufc; and tlial ihu -go- 
vcnmitftii of the realm rdgh( L* cuiruniitnl to stidi pfrwjm h 
ihe queen of England sbould natiir,. mi At, f+w (he bqsiBCtSAi 
erf tEicm, it might [r uRlcn'd that i ranvnuttil oncnkr of per* 

Wn* of b^iidjumL iJbUkiM be fihd named to the queeo uf Fug- 

land, Liiblitfrxiiillv fur (be ipiern of Scot* aisd f>r Iwr wn; tint 
“ tLI ^ 1 JFk the on* half Uy the rju«n of JwcK*. nnJ I bp other by 
(he earl of Ijftwiui and lidjr Ijcnwn, jumiti to iJh- child; ami 
Lrtii uf iWe* IboqdMfi majesty uf Ktigkmt to nuke chide* 
for aLl eJh- or'liei-i of the t^Jai that by tl i* la n i uf Scui Uind r 
Jjijn?MbU> by the king or queen wf th* Khd, 

*' Hue until ihh aiay be donr by eIm? jjocerftmajestY. tbtr go- 
renut^bt nrnmfct in i\w hinds of tin- ml uf Murray* *r n it, 
provuling In? nludl nirt disiwu; of any w |Rq}ftii£kis to 

mot iiikiu jhi y ton^r dum to Huts* otic red nf eJk prrrnSrtfc 

M a (lariiwnCTi bo hummoned in Sratiand by wwraJ 
■JwniniindlllfMito* birth uf (he i|um_-i] of $coU Ukd of ibe J'Oilllg 
king, 

“ ^hsC hostage be- ^ivMid unto England, on ihr ynuug 
tiun% behalf, io (he ei Liiikhv/ of ewl-Iii: ^HTSon* of the rati pf 
Meit ray’i party, ns Elk? uf Seitti shill n uiR; and liko- 

wEsg np iht: eju iH'ludf. to the liko nutolh*r p n* (hortarl of 
Mutiny shall nvmit; tin- utile n*E to he any ihirt hast, by 
IhonLinee vt can?*- m he in this parliament^ tn m:i:u:ci 

fnim the beginning of tlw nimmm of tbai ^trOtfitrat until 
thm^e TUulitJts after ihat IMrliaixufbl; whirb hostages dual! im 
pledgoi ihal I he frii'iid* uf ritlier part aliall keep eIiv grace in 
nil em-se^ till by Ihii pitrliimcni it bp oottclwlrd. Elut the or- 
dimnee wWeh tba que«i of F^Uml shall deviie for the go- 
remmtBi t uf the realm (iwrt to the hurt of the [Tutth of 
^udnnd. nor ttmimj to (ho law* nf SrotLmifc for uny nian T i 
Lrilieriianef. ii (he *nine wm ItefiFT^ (be puliomeTi! at Edifr- 
l*urgh r in December* J5€7p) «huLI br ctfakUibod* to b* kept and 
eibeTLd undcT paio -if high treAson far iln? brrakorm tFii-refrf, 

« Tliia by Mie lame jaarliitoi&ni be iniialil i ibesi all i-xn j- 
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&*** and judgment* given u#nin*t any pi ram *o the dead* yf 
lb* Lt* Eiing- 

M That by d*.- uiw pariiaide ih a nmjauyn by mode immT- 
item the qu*.Tii ^f Sc^> to any her raraunf it*, and n\vy 
frum every hubji^t to amrther, saving iUr nrniluiiotL k 
tuiily sf Land* ami bnutt^ and oIE other Ltamj-i heritable* dal 
We bifrtit by either lid< p token Train them which wu'Ju ttie 
thereof at tin- tsurniihtin^ oT tfttquwn of Seal". m l^oth- 

L L ¥Cn. 

*■ That hj the tame parliament it be dedutd nbo Uiuill be 
■flCwawrs tu iJ.L crown he&t after dit quwn nf Scnuvml htr 
LSfljf; w pin: dial Mjd, n%ht aa the duke »f CMicUwnuk It-d, 
itUiv mntui^of the queen nf $<x*> with dnr lord Daro% + 
may fee nnwmd and not prejudicial. 

u Dull (bo ijjiuMn of Scyti ihav have U^vc of sin; queen '« 
maji-tly of EogUjod t*rifce mond*. die said parliament, 

and tb*L*bn <Jli]J not depart Out of England -n LeJicih I ipwiml 
3-i-t-n u« of the qn wn* ul;l^- Hv 

lL Tlwt the jrnwng Ling ihlll be ru lurched Li if I brought up 
in England, till lie hr Jean of age. 

H It i* to be con^L-red dint* In this eai» t the Cvm|Rnat»n 
hqtmeen ibe ipiwn and Ihf mJjjKU limy Iv made with certain 
nrtMi*, mil wan LI V tu be M*wi m ihe worid, fur bet bormur, m 
ibtiujjb all tliu porn ohoubf fornt oT her* Mid yri, far the Burety 
iif commit*, l3u t rerruiri betwixt Mt and tlw quHsfa majatj 
arc to he indiubd." 


LOHH D 1 ttLEitili's AbYXEZA TO II[hi frtl.V, R.OBEJIT €l!i. EL. 

1,1 Son Jtubtfri* 

** Tux virtuous. inclinations of tbjf imicbW another, hy 
'•host 1 toil! Ur nhet gndly c/ltc thy jiilT.uiri ■w.ss gaumed, to- 
gi-iher with thy od notion tiEuirr ho rcafotmend traLclJt-Eii n iutor* 
ptit> rnu in Wilber n^Hfiaxw ilian hope that iLmu art not L^nsJ^ 
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riiit of tful jiejnrrjum fejjfiLBi which 1* only able to llkaki- ilk* 
lwi?py ® well in thy death aa in thy life - r I mi .1 u ( the Ett*. 1 
knowledge njid wiwilkip of thy Cmtomtul Ftcrkturttr; wjihmn 
*hkh all other tiring? eht rain and mfatnbfo. So ibai Iby 
jDul]k being guided by to lufliL-ivcic. n tetcbtiy J make bo doubt 
tlLii hr will furmdt thy lift- ■with dniip usd moral dueucacntfl, 
Y*t r Hue t (liny n« nut off" die fife a parrot to¬ 

ward* hi* child, or Hut them hhouldcfl b-n'^ ramsc to derive thy 
wliultf felicity u-hj wrifint rather frotti other* ilmn fnirin thwc 
tlMJw rtcL'rrodst fchy Itt-.hi]- and being, 1 think le fix nod ujrjrk*^ 

nble EO ibe airccE 4 (MJ I hire 1 thee, Lu |^r Willi *iirh rillps 

a^d mlvertiv^EhenEi for the squaring of iliy Li ft.- *i *it? mtlicr 
^airstd by experience ihnn by much reading In the rod dial, 
onlcrtEig inij.j tiki* Morbltaat &ge r ibou mayral be the butler 
prrpani I to -Jinn iluj*e ■^aivdaSou 1 - course* w hen? li ntn |ln- w iirM> 
snd the Lurlt of (Tjifrii:ri« P oti y tiLhJIj cl raw thee. A nit breii.Li*o 

I will hot roEkfouikd iby mrtnpry, I hmvt* reduced ibtm into 

E^n pTTCffiti ; and, nt« unto 1'diln, i f tlwra imprint 

(Jji^ni lit thy mind, thou '■halt reap ibc benefit, and J the c-ohh 
tfflU And they art UM3c fcllowingt — 

L \\ lien ii *hall pleaae GlkI tg bring ibec Id Eoan'i osliste + 
hw fiTTai providence imj rErrmo^poction in rb^n^ thy ■wlfv 5 
for from thence wjl L ng all thy future good cur eri L And 

II i* an action of thy LEfc like unto a ftnti|ein uf war, wherein 

a man tan err but unco. If thy cvjiil 1 be good* match omr 
bocw and It leisure ; if wealth Ikr oil' and quietly. Kh^uin.- 
dkigvndy of her dnjwsLtiiHi. and how Ihjr p&rvnt* hpv c ti™ 
inebned im their youth, Li her not k i poor,, how genera m * 
soerer; for a iili h can hiiy nothing in tike muLct wiib gentility. 
Nor choow- a kw ami 11 Licotnely altogether forwcalih; 

Sot it will cenn,tppl in otheri and loollung in tkw. 

>eidwr make choice of a dwarf or a foal; for by ik atw ihoa 
«haU beget a race of pigmies; iV other will be thy eonti filluJ 
disgnu-e; and it will ylrftef dim la bar her talk. Ftirihou 
itiall And it lo thy gmrt grief, thal lhe« h iwtbbg mort fnU 
Mme | dia.n a ih^foul, 

And touching the gtddiag of thy hDtt*e h kl % bo*piukty 
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tw modi-rati.. and, according to the mt-an-s of |hy citato* rather 
Jthnliful iElllh Pi paring, but pot ccbdy ; for I new kticvr my 
man grow poor by hoping mi i orderly fable. Bill wmo eon- 
itiEiwthsiDMlnfi ihrougEiHVT^ lies, and (Jirir hospitality Uttn 
tJpp fakhqr T Hut htp^i *winUb rimbian^ out of thine hnKJ"*, 
wEurb ii ft Vpcr impairing lu^Ml, confebEEUlip ffllich, sLIIlL junkc* 
mo diow r J wftur hfitfd pnu« mcribod lo the drunkard but 
th* woll.iHftKng hit drink* which h i beltirf comnirneUuak fbr 
n brewer'* bane or ft drayman than fur either n gentleman or 
4 HTTin^-HirjL ISf-w^re thou *pend not tLa^e three of fuejr 
pnrtft at Lhy iTOftOn. nor above * third \i*n of that in iby 
bon*?; for llw other t*0 part* will do oo man? than defray tbr 
ntraordinftrk^ winch always surmount the ordinary by modi ; 
odium[ k? iIkiu shall live, like a rich twgpw, in coadiktial wjmt 
And the needy matt erm n mi liie happily our nHi mnfw| h ■ 
for mvrj diuttcr make-v him ready lo mortgage or t* EL And 
tlul pjL i.ilcmna who «d]i an acre uf land *dU an ouneir erf 
mdi!; fur gL-HtiLity fa nothing et«f but .mclum riches. So durt, 
if die foundation sludl at my time *Jnk F die building mint 
flOCTit folfow T — So much for the find precept, 

I L Bring tiiy children up in learning mil pbetlirnctv y^E 
without otiEwwd juniority, Praia: them opvJily, reprehend 
tlium iterrllj. Give them good fuunEcttutnv imd convenient 
IWiTnirmincOt ^curding lo thy ability- otiMwua thy life will 
their bu»dagv T a aid whuE portion Lhnq thnlt leave them m 
lb/ death they will thank dralh fur it, and not ih». And I 
Am peisu^bd tlwt ib* foolish eixktting * of parents ood 
tlj,*; over-rtum carriage uf ueJilt*, caujielh tnnre men aud women 
to like ill mufwi than iheir owti tidqui indicaii^ni, Many 
ihy dagghtfrs in time* I«t they imury ihentwlvf^ And uifTer 
iKrt lhy »□* lo ja** the Alps; for they dial] leani nothing them 
but priJr* blflsphenfcy, and adjriioirt And tf by imvut [|»y get 
ft few broken Laisgtijigrv that shall profit then nothing rnoro 
tluji mhftvrcmo meat aorvod Eo dirent didt«- >\-iiber h by my 
mwnr, kbit thwi train them up in wan,; for hi? lisas u-ci op 

» lip. thrrrJliiialBffbfe, 

t Tall itF.-^e i-^wE^rti^ilruE CvarclEinr l*™i Rke > pnwer oflhfi ftinbr 

FTL l , _i J* 1 ^ Kft'hwr Id Ini nrn liEDpt, lib jrind-on WaljLtii^ H, r Knud 
EiTtffif n,'ini^BTCit-craii.l«#i kml Rdo*,ketc h^th- H whL-ftiLJlenie F 
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Jiu rwi in ]jyc by Elut picMnt ran Juiilir be an toftevt in :in 
ur 4 Orittinn. Ht^dct* it k a sclrneo no Wngi-r eh re- 
quied Uwi tiatf. For Htdiuni ta peace tr* like chimney* in 

Manner. 

HI. Liirt nnl in l he raunliy wilful com anil nlilo iliouE 
[In* - fw be dint putic-di hi# hand to diu pirrw for tvtzty ri, 
jmfine of houw Inld* t» Li k* farm ibat Juvpetli water in a lirrev 
Anri whs* pruviuirii thou shaJt want, learn in buy it at the bnt 
hahili for thtf* l* onv j^nny s.ivni in four brtwkt buying 
in tfay a.*wl and wlmn elm market* sold imotji ^ fittest for 
\u 13o nirt netf'Yijd u-rtii k i hHisK'iip or friendly or wen iritn.#Efd 
Eo May s far they eipm Tnudi* and do kltlLu: tior with much u 
4tre u.nmuu** fur dwir heads an- inliuirated, Anri Iwp rather 
two Em &w p tlwin iuw- tuo many. Feed liwifl vrd], and pay 
th«H wjdi the wt; and Ihi*o thou mipt Mdly require Kt- 
tifl; at Elmir hanthk 

I ^ + Lii thy kinrirwi and nllia be vtEcomt to thy hutiw and 
Grace dirm wiih iby aulug^ and fmJntf them in 
ilU humM ieddan l for t by Ihil mpam, ibou duilr W double the 
lurid of mrtuiv* an thou, dtalt find iburn mi many ndYurale# to 
pi^L an OjxAopj for Elmo behind thy luck, llut Mt nfftbow 
gW-wum** I IT.™ panalte* fln d tyropiunE*, who will f«*| 
faan upon e]kc in the (ffittmof pfmqirriiy e hut H in an 
ndfiT-w b-Eurrri, they will tfaditf ibw no Enore than au julmuj b 
rttUl^r 

V. Brw«n of luftitydjTp fur ihj beat frii-ndi, lie ihat 
l»ytth another rantft uliih t imitate h[« *w» Adar. Utit if 
eopit m uiJuTiWjm eln™, nlhvr tend thy money thpdf upon 
good temcl#, althwigh thou Worn it. So shall thou t^cur* 
thyi^r, Anri pkMiH thy {HmuL \dther Ikittw uumry D f n 
tutighbmtr rw a friend, b«[ of a iirnnger ; who it, |mYing for 14 
tiwtJ i tear tio tnnrr of it Otherwise thou dialtWlijuo e hy 
OTwhtn ti^v ihy fnstfaa, aud yvi pay t* dear is iu another. |)ui 
ju Uim>niti^ nf nwamry be prmLOu* of thy won! j fur he dial 
>wdi ore of keeping day# of ^vicuml k lord of aiarthr r leWa 
puiw. 

VI. UndLrtake no unit «g*kit a pucer Euan wish rrft irii^ * 
tuurb rang - for, IhL^idm that diu-a aimkcmt him thy truu^c, 

*i,i- T5itiii|fh Jiai irtfji a. 
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it a biG? cvnqLi^t Id triumph whm tl^rt»im&ll 
XcitlKT nEU-mpE low ugaimt wjfrow bdfbr# ibou be frilly 
wkod lh at thou but riftht dti Ihv fade; and then *pim- imi fur 
dither iiii.ifu-r or pain* : for a oti» af two w fallowed and nb- 
taLEiiid wUt fnw the* fruen. Niin a gtvflt port of tiny Life, 

VII lie *uri: to keep mmc ^tcae man chv frjvml, hue iruubhi 
him not fur trills C«tnjiUp«?p| Idtrt often witli many* ytt 
tmiil] umJ uf link L'hjir^x-r And if Ihon huE cjuu- to Ik> 

Huw iav grtui ghiiuilv, let El he ucMilkihg » bidi may be rLait y 

■in tight \ rthcmW., in Ltm a*i 4 jeIe«i* Age, thou iWe retmdn 
like a liujjt f*iiliruLiE a pule ; lime in erincyriti-, qn«| be niode a 
foot-haH fur emery Jhiulllng cwpofiitiP ty tpum ■!. 

VIIJ. Tumudx thy MEperiiwr* I*■ humble, j*r* gK-nctEiiiii. * 
WiEla ttiidhL* i-ijtiuJi. fjuihiliur, yrt Ev^ehifD. Tvffinbft thine in- 
r^iun lilDw inutb hiuixjjijEy + and topic fltBUuntJ : A* iO by* 
the bculy. -l ri, if U fbnb the lucid, anil Ur wwvtl i3pc head ; 
with mull Like popuLir GUinpliraent^ The finl prejitre* thy 
way to ■dvBJiP-'itwiii,—die wwtfit iiMtkc* ibre known for a man 
well bird* — Hit! third gtiju a good rt'itort ; fkkbrHn jjoi, k 
vastly kept. Far d^lil h unumily lake* meh tktp rml in the 

mlnd4 nf eJel 1 tuulliEudc, a> chr# .are- .. i x-^i jy gained by un- 

|im|iiiihh- nirkdci iJhhfe by churlish W* «lh*- Vet I ml* i*o iIvk 
not to urliiel* ur Mc^leel, popularity too m lie El Seek not to be 
EaaifSr ihnn to l*o tUldgh+f 

IX, Tnjvt nut any euaii wbh thy life, credit, or r*intr, for 
, it it iHtw folly for a man Id enthral hiirr*df tu hit friend, m 
though. oepiliuil mFiftd p be tUmuliJ not dart to U>m 

an tnEmp 

5L Be nuE nCLirrifutt* in conTenali«i p nut- «ji; 3rjcnl in thy 
jeitL The imic wf|| pinks: ihf-e tmWViciitDO lo all eumpxny ; liar 
IiE].lT pull ilia ^LLaTtuU, atid grt the hatred nf ihy 1 n-vt frivhill. 
For ‘when uny uf ihu ro utdut uf Eruifr„ ktya a 

biltemruk in the l[LLtid* ilf tikAL- H bfeL 3a ail) tDin'i^tlr AEid P dbcit 

I b»Te ibcAily pednud at ihk Enclsi%fieEy, yet I think lE 
iiry Id late it In eJllg aji a. specuii autiM - Um-hu >c I knr im 

* £ e., Nrtt mtun. 

f Ewi *m Ihr M iif the tPTi|^ i. ill* riral, lulr1rh i Ellr-I jmilotr.tDl 
hi^uaiU -I'n! r .nkrlMiic* aL'J it l>nl iKria «H|>hhu^ jj;J hla lArumm 
hetr i^phBK. 


I 


BRITISH ifTAITtfHFX. 

tfljjjijr » pmnc 10 qLup and pri-td ** ha tlicj WOffiM hdia |om 
ihvir fnirnd than tlwir j<it And if pcitiWH liiar bmlmg 
/Tdd a rjtudnl they will travel Id be 4«-lLw^Jietl nf if 

45 a wt>nwn with child- That mxnbk faerie* am lint the frefi 
«f wit- 8 ' 
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